
Modifier Errors
Raju Shrivastava, PT’s Humour Ambassador, would get a lot of grist in this chapter.

Modifier is a word or phrase that modifies another word or phrase, limiting or
adding to its meaning.

Modifier errors occur due to the faulty placing of words or phrases in a sentence.

There are no fixed rules to correct these. All we need to make sure is that the right (intended)
meaning is conveyed using the least possible words. Your best friend in these situations will be your
common sense, and of course, experience gained from plenty of practice.

Read the following sentences. While you enjoy yourself, make a mental note not make such mistakes.

1 . Wanted: Man to take care of cow that does not smoke or drink (who should not smoke a drink the cow or the man)
2 . If the baby does not thrive on fresh milk, it should be boiled. (What is to be boiled – the baby or the milk?)
3 . At the age of twenty, my father let me drive his car. (Who was 20, the father or the author?)

4 . Walking back from the village, my wallet was lost. (Does your wallet walk?)

5 . The store sold inflatable children’s toys. (The sentence reads as though the children are inflatable, instead of
the toys.)

6 . We provide restrooms for ladies that are clean and comfortable. (Paul Harvey said that about Wal-Mart restrooms.
What about ladies who are not clean and comfortable?)

7. Beautiful and sensually dressed, the men noticed her immediately. (Why were the men so dressed?)

8 . Dressed in a silk nightgown, he thought his wife looked sexy. (What was he doing in the nightgown?)

9 . I lost my hat running down the street. (Was the hat running?)

10. The other day, I shot an elephant in my pajamas. (How did the elephant get inside my pajamas, I’ll never know.)

11. She claimed yesterday she saw a UFO. (Did she see the UFO yesterday? Or did she make the claim yesterday?
To be clear, we must rewrite the sentence.)

12. The assembly line workers were told they had been fired by the personnel director. (Did the personnel director tell
the workers they had been fired? Or was he the one who actually fired them and somebody else told
them? It’s not at all clear.)

13. If your dog hates the cat, throw it out. (Throw out what – the dog or the cat?)

We are sure you have got a first-hand feel of what modifier problems are. So, ready for some
BATTING practice?

Incorrect  Correct  
Smoking a b ig c igar ,  the baby was 
admired by i t s  father .  

Smoking a b ig c igar ,  the father  admired 
h is  baby.  

Romeo almost  k issed Ju l iet  as  soon 
as  he met  her .  

Romeo k issed Ju l ie t  a lmost  as  soon as  he 
met  her .  

I  have fa l len  in  love wi th  the 
beaut i fu l  woman’s  daughter .  

I  have fa l len  in  love wi th the woman’s  
beaut i fu l  daughter .  

Fo l lowing are some usefu l  t ips  for  
protect ing your  person and proper ty 
f rom the FBI.  

Fo l lowing are some usefu l  t ips  f rom the 
FBI for  protect ing your person and 
proper ty.  

Manufactured in  I ta ly , Abh ishek was 
de l ighted wi th the f ine qual i ty o f  the 
leather shoes .  

Abh ishek was del ighted wi th the f ine 
qual i ty o f  the leather shoes manufactured 
in  I ta ly.  
OR 
Manufactured in  I ta ly ,  the leather  shoes 
de l ighted Abhishek.  

The pat ient  was  refer red to  a 
psycho logis t  w i th  severa l  emot iona l 
problems.  

The pat ient  w i th severa l  emot ional  
problems was  refer red to  a  psycho logis t .  

Two cars  were repor ted sto len  by the 
po l ice yes terday.  

Yesterday,  the po l ice repor ted that  two 
cars  were s to len .  



Incorrect  Correct  
The  young g i r l  was walk ing the  dog in a  
shor t  sk i r t .  The dog was  chas ing  the  boy  
wi th  the  sp iked  co l la r .   

The  young g i r l  in  a shor t  sk i r t  was  walk ing the 
dog . The dog  w i th  the  sp i ked co l la r  was  
chas ing  the  boy .  

In  a  r ed sat in  gown spangled  wi th  
sequ ins ,  he was  capt ivated by  her  
beauty.  

Catch ing  s ight  o f  her  in  a red  sat in  gown 
spang led w i th  sequ ins ,  he was  capt ivated by 
her  beauty .  

Mother gave the cake to  the home less  
man that  she had  baked  and iced  
yesterday .  

Mother  gave the homeless man the cake that  
she had baked and  iced  yes terday.  

I  gave  a  book to  my teacher  that  was  o ld  
and t att ered.  

I  gave  my teacher  a  book that  was o ld  and  
tat ter ed .  

The  mayor  was  descr ibed as a  round , 
squat  man w i th  a  droopy beard we igh ing 
60kg .  

The  mayor  was  descr ibed as a  round , squat  
man, weigh ing 60kg , w i th  a  droopy beard.  

Hang ing on the wal l ,  she g lanced  in  the  
mir ror .  

She g lanced  in  the m ir ror  hang ing on  the wal l .  

I  bought  a bus f rom an e lder ly  man  that  
was  in  good  runn ing cond i t ion .  

I  bought  a bus that  was  in  good runn ing 
condi t ion  f rom an elder ly  man.  

Hav ing los t  pat ience ,  the mal funct ion ing  
computer  was  replaced.  

Hav ing  lost  pat ience ,  the s tudent  r ep laced  the  
mal funct ion ing  computer .  

Hav ing l eaped out  o f  a  second-storey  
window,  her  l eg  was  broken by  the f al l .  

Hav ing  leaped out  o f  a  second-storey  window, 
the g i r l  suf fered a broken leg  in  the fa l l . OR 
When the g i r l  l eaped  out  o f  a second-s torey 
window,  she  broke her  leg in  the  fa l l .  

Whi le  c l imb ing  the  t ree ,  t he bot t le  
dropped . 

 

Whi le  Mr . Daroobaz  was  c l imb ing  the  t ree,  the  
bot t le  dropped . 
OR 
Whi le  c l imb ing  the  t ree ,  Mr .  Daroobaz  dropped 
the bo t t le.  

The  teacher  sa id  on Thur sday we’d  have  
to  work harder  on  our  ma th  exerc ises .  

On Thursday,  the  teacher  sa id we ’d have to  
work harder  on  our  math  exerc ises .   

Though on l y s ix t een , UCLA accepted  her  
app l icat ion  

Though she  was  on ly  s ix teen , UCLA accepted 
her  app l icat ion .  

Def in ing  your  terms c lear ly  s t rengthens  
your  argument .  

Def in ing  your  terms wi l l  c lear l y  s t r engthen  
your  argument .  OR 
A c lear  def in i t ion  of  your terms s t rengthens  
your  argument .  

Na ina sa id  dur ing  the  meet ing  Ma ina  
acted l i ke  a  foo l .  

Dur ing the meet ing ,  Na ina sa id  Ma ina  acted  
l i ke  a  fool .  OR 
Na ina sa id Maina acted l ike  a  foo l  dur ing the  
meet ing .  

Do not s i t  in  the  cha i r  w i thout  be ing 
fu l ly  assemb led .  

You shou ld  no t  s i t  in  the chai r  un less  i t  is  fu l l y  
assemb led.  

Whi le  eat ing  d inner ,  a f l y  s l i pped in to 
her  soup .  

Whi le  she was  eat ing d inner ,  a  f l y  s l i pped  in to  
her  soup .  

They bought  a  puppy fo r  my s is ter  they  
ca l l  F ido .  

They bought  a  puppy they ca l l  F ido  fo r  my  
s is ter .    

Near ly  dead ,  the  po l ice f ina l l y found  the  
v ic t im. 

The  po l ice f ina l ly  found the v ic t im ,  who was  
near ly  dead. 

Walk ing through the par k ,  the grass  
t ick led my feet .  

Walk ing through the park,  I  found  that  the  
grass  t ick led  my f eet .  

A  f ine  ath lete and  studen t ,  the coach 
honoured the capta in  o f  t he t enn is  team. 

The  coach honoured  the  capta in  o f  the tenn is  
team, a f ine  ath l ete and  student .  

He sa id ton ight  he'd  ca l l  me. Ton ight ,  he sa id  he 'd ca l l  me. OR 
He said he 'd  ca l l  me ton ight .  (S l ight ly  
d i f fer ent  mean ing) 

 


