The Tiger King

Textual Questions
Comprehension Questions
A. Choose the correct alternative:
Question 1. The Maharaja was determined to kill them.......

a) hundredth lion

b) hundredth tiger

¢) hundredth elephant
d) hundredth leopard
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Question 2. The royal astrologer’s prediction was that the Tiger King would be
killed by a .........

a) lion

b) leopard
c) tiger

d) snake
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Question 3. The Dewan had brought the hundredth tiger from the .............

a) Gir forest

b) Ranthambore Wildlife Sanctuary
c) People’s Park in Madras

d) National Park Mumbai
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Question 4. The reason for the death of the Maharaja was ...................

a) the sliver of a golden toy tiger
b) the sliver of a wooden toy tiger
c) the sliver of a silver toy tiger

d) nails of a real tiger
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Question 5. The hundredth tiger was actually killed by the .......



(@) Maharaja
(b) hunter
(c) Dewan
(d) villagers

Answers:

1. (b)
2. (c)
3.(c)
4. (b)
5. (b)

B. Answer the following questions in 30-40 words each:

Question 1. Who was the Tiger King? Why did he get that name?

Y ST DI UT? IThT T ATH HY UST?

Answer: The Tiger King was the king of Pratibandapuram. At the time of his birth, royal
astrologers predicted his death to be caused by a tiger. When he grew up, he hunted
ninety-nine tigers. For killing so many tigers, he got the name ‘Tiger King'.
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Question 2. What miracle happened when the tiger king was just an infant?

STd TS R[S ohddl Ueb I g1 T, I THT R IHH R §3AT?

Answer: When the Tiger king was only ten days old, royal astrologers predicted that
one day he would have to die. At this, the infant asked them to tell the manner of his
death. All were surprised to hear the infant speaking so clearly. This was a miracle.

S TS M Had &Y fad B 31 &1 UT| AS-SAlfciel 2 Hiqsamoh &1 6 te foq Su!
T 3{a=d gt

3 R A 374 HgT fob d IYDT GG b1 ARAbT 9 | I TR H1 a1 WY Sicid gT Gaa
Tt snepfafohd g1 TN I8 Th IH@R |



Question 3. How was Prince Jung Bahadur brought up?

ISIHHR ST T8TG 1 ATH-UTeH [y UhR I gaiT?

Answer: The crown prince was brought up by an English nanny. He drank the milk of an
English cow. He was tutored in English by an Englishman. He saw only English films.
Thus, he was brought up exactly as the crown princes of all other Indian states did.
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Question 4. “You may kill even a cow in self-defence”. What did this old saying
mean to the Tiger King?

"3 JHTH-IET T Uh T Dl Ut IR Gobd 81" | 39 R HETad 1 ATH (Sl & g o1
GIRERIIE

Answer: The cow is a sacred animal and it must not be killed except in self-defence. For
the Tiger King it meant that if a cow can be killed in self-defence, there is no harm in
killing a tiger in self-defence.
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Question 5. How did the Tiger King feel when he killed his first tiger? Why did he
send for the royal astrologer?

SIS TH TSI 7 YT Ul Ts ART dl 39 &l Heqd fhar? 314 IS Sifast & 3t
NIRIN

Answer: The Tiger King was thrilled beyond measure when he killed his first tiger. He
sent for the royal astrologer to show him that he had proved his prediction wrong and
that he could kill other tigers with equal ease.

SIq TY AT A (YT Ugell STY AR ol 98 9gd 81 Y= gU| I5i- el HIfAst &b Ig fea™
& forg gaman fo St Hiasaarft &1 9+ Terd Rig & faan o1 3R 98 3= 3wl &1 3!
B 3T A AR Tavdl AT




Question 6. Why was tiger hunting banned in Pratibandapuram?

gideaqURH | T o IR B W Uldsy i @ far /™7 i

Answer: The Maharaja of Pratibandapuram was told by astrologers that a tiger would
cause his death. So he decided to hunt a hundred tigers. Tiger hunting was banned
there because the Maharaja himself wanted to hunt all the tigers.
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Question 7. What steps did the King take to complete his mission?
3T A& Dl T HRA o folU ST A T HgH 3312

Answer: To complete the King's mission, the state banned tiger hunting by anyone
except the Maharaja.

If anyone dared to fling so much as a stone at a tiger, all his wealth and property would
be confiscated. The king vowed to attend all the other matters only after killing a
hundred tigers.
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Question 8. Why did the Tiger King decide to marry a girl of the royal family of a
state with a large tiger population?

T ITT = AT B 3P AT It Iod & UMe! TRAR Bl ASd! I QT4 B BT i
e fopar?

Answer: The Tiger King decided to marry a princess from a state which had a large
population of tigers so that he might get a large number of tigers to hunt.
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C. Answer the following questions in 125 words each:

Question 1. How did the prediction of the astrologers about the King of the
Pratibandapuram come true?

Ufde<qRH & 6T & IR F il @) uiawamh ey ter ¥ a=i g g32

Answer: It was the royal astrologers’ prediction that the Tiger King would be killed by a
tiger. When the King came of age, he sat on the throne of the state. He banned hunting
tigers by anybody in his state except for himself.

He killed the first tiger and showed his bravery to the state astrologer. The astrologer
told him that he might kill ninety-nine tigers the same way but the hundredth tiger
might bring about his death. The King decided to kill one hundred tigers.

When he shot the hundredth tiger, the bullet whizzed by the tiger and it fell down in a
faint but was not killed. The King thought that he had killed the hundredth tiger. Some
days later on his son’s birthday, he bought a wooden toy-tiger.

A sliver from its rough surface pierced into his hand. Ultimately the infection proved
fatal. Thus Tiger King died and the prediction proved true.
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Question 2. How did the Tiger King come in the danger of losing his throne and
how did he save his kingdom?

7Y ol R {59 UpR A 3 Rigr &1 Wi &7 Jobe 3T 7T AT 3R 394 fod TR
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Answer: Once a British officer visited Pratibandapuram. He wished to hunt tigers. But
the Maharaja refused permission as he had resolved to hunt all tigers by himself. The
British officer sent a message that the Maharaja could do the actual killing. He just
wanted a photograph of himself holding the gun and standing over the tiger’s carcass.
The Maharaja did not agree to even this.

Now for preventing a British officer from fulfilling his desire, the Maharaja stood in
danger of losing his kingdom. The Maharaja sent some fifty expensive diamond rings to
the officer’s wife to choose one or two out of them. But she kept all the rings. The
Maharaja had to pay a bill for 3 lakh rupees. Hence, by sending precious diamond rings
as a gift, he came out of the crisis.

T §R U SIS SYHRT UfdaaqRE H YT IR AT 39 AT o RIGR &1 571 Udhe
1| T HERTSI A AT 181 <t FRiifds S5 Tad it SHTeH b FRAGR DA BT Fgga
T uT| 3OS SIFBRY A W= firsTar for adad & HERIST T &1 AR ¥ahd ¢ | 98 99
Td AT & SR dgdh D SdHR We gu 301 T Hic! Al T

TR~ FERTST 39 WR off 989d a1 §UI 3@ Th iU UDHR! DI ITD! S B A
e & BRI HGRISI b A SUHT oY 3 BT TR I 81 71| HERTST o I
STYBRT BT Ul o IRT IR D1 TTHIT 50 T SRISAT Woll, 378 ¥ TH A1 & g & g
3 febam T |

cifer IE 9 It SIS al 7@ ff | HERTSI 1 7T 3 AE ST BT el I UST| 59
UHR, BR DI BT SIS0 SUGRITY NS a8 39 Udhe I FIER Havd 31T SR
Ed

Question 3. How was the hundredth tiger found and killed?
iar Y f6y TR i 9 fog YR 7T e

Answer: The Maharaja was sunk in the gloom as he was unable to locate the hundredth
tiger. But he was determined to kill the hundredth tiger and so remained in the forest
and did not return to his kingdom. After a few days, he saw an old tiger, The Dewan had
brought this tiger from the People’s Park in Madras and kept it hidden in his house. To



protect his job, he had secretly brought the tiger to the forest for the Maharaja’s hunt.
The Maharaja shot at the tiger and it fell down. The Maharaja took it to be dead and left
for his capital. Later on, the hunters found that the tiger was not dead. It had just fainted
because of fear. The Maharaja’s bullet had missed its mark. Now, one of the hunters
shot the tiger. This time the tiger was killed.
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Question 4. What was the rumour rife in Pratibadhapuram?
yfdeayRH H F9 3R &1 37thaTg thell g Ul?

Answer: There was a rumour rife in Pratibandapuram regarding the king. It was about a
miracle that took place at the time of his birth. The astrologers predicted that he would
have to die one day. At this, the newly born infant spoke in a clear voice. He said that
there was nothing new about the prediction.

Everyone who is born has to die one day. In a clear voice, he enquired about the manner
of his death. The astrologers replied that a tiger would be the cause of his death. At this,
the infant growled. He said, “Let tigers beware!” The people often discussed this
incident. This account was only a rumour rife in Pratibandapuram. But after some time it
proved true and the king became the prey of a tiger though it was a wooden Tiger.
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D. State True Or False:

Question 1. The Tiger King is the king of Pratibandapuram.

Question 2. Royal astrologers predicted his death to be caused by a snake.
Question 3. The king hunted ninety-nine tigers.

Question 4. The Tiger King's story is a satire on the conceit of those in power.
Question 5. The Maharaja had killed all the tigers found within his state.

Question 6. The Maharaja ordered his Dewan to find the nineteenth tiger at any
rate.

Answers:

1. True
2. False
3. True
4. True
5. True
6. False

E. Creative Writing:

Imagine the world devoid of tigers. How would it adversely affect the ecological
balance?

T & FIR YR B el Ifoe | T8 [ UaR uikfRifas Iqaq & faudid kg @
guTfad st

Answer: A safe ecology will guarantee a safe life on the earth. But the Earth today is a
different planet from what it used to be. Forests have been destroyed. Roads have been
made through mountains. Glaciers are shrinking. Toxic gases are polluting the
environment.

Global warming poses a great danger to all life on Earth. We are inviting a number of
natural calamities such as drought, floods, cyclones, etc. The depletion of the Ozone
layer has put our survival in danger. In the same way, tigers are unique animals that play
a pivotal role in the health and diversity of an ecosystem. The loss of tigers from their



natural habitat has resulted in irreversible changes in natural ecosystems. We know that
tiger is at the top of the food chain and the decline of large predators may lead to over-
abundance of herbivores such as deer, which in turn has repercussions on tree
regeneration and seed dispersal.

Its effect can be seen on the food web. It is causing long term changes in natural flora
and fauna. This could result in loss of species. Extinction of tigers leads to the
destruction of forests. Forests are water catchment areas. Without forests, the
groundwater level and rainfall will be reduced.

At this stage, we are in dire need of a system that may protect our ecology. We have to
create a balance between development and natural atmosphere. We cannot afford
development at the cost of spoiling our ecology.

Our ecology has to be protected in every possible way. A safe ecology will guarantee
safe life on the Earth. We urgently need to stop our anti-nature activities.

Additional Questions

A. Answer the following questions in about 30-40 words each:

Question 1. What prediction was made at the Tiger King’s birth?

T ST & O7H & A T Hiasgaroft &1 1752

Answer: At the Tiger King's birth, royal astrologers predicted that he would grow up as
a great warrior. Hero and champion. He was born under the star of bull. The bull and the
tiger being enemies, his death was predicted to be caused by a tiger.

T IS & O F & JHT ST-SANdedl 7 Higwramft ©f fd a8 9871 gl T Ag™ iG],
I g faorar s | 35 a8 1t yfasgarht &1 foh 3! g T AT" & HRUI g1l | a8
Y T & THTE H ST 7| Y 3R T" P 310 H AT 811 & RO Th HTH Bl
3D GG BT HRUT & 1 HITZQToN &1 T3 |

Question 2. How did the infant react to the prediction regarding himself?
W & fawa & yfawraroht & ufa gy 3 St ufafsear o1

Answer: The astrologers predicted that the infant would have to die one day. At this,



the infant clearly spoke to them that everyone is bound to die, nobody needs any
prediction to know that. He asked them to tell the manner of his death.
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Question 3. How did the chief astrologer explain the manner of the Tiger King's
death?

T SIS = SAT" 6T Dl GG & TR ] by YDHR RS 7

Answer: The chief astrologer explained that the Tiger King was born in the hour of the
Bull. The Bull and the Tiger are enemies. Therefore, a tiger would be the cause of his
death. He said that the Maharaja could not avoid being killed by a tiger.

T SIS = Re 1 {3 SaTsr T guy 1R & UuTa H Ue1 g3 81 guY 3R T T
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Question 4. Why did the Maharaja start hunting tigers?

TGRS A AT &1 FRIGR 31 i = fhar?

Answer: At the time of the Maharaja’s birth, his death was predicted to be caused by a
tiger. On growing up, he decided to kill all tigers to defend himself. He thus started
hunting tigers.
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Question 5. What was the state astrologer’s reaction to seeing the first tiger killed
by the Maharaja?

HERTST & §RT AR T Ugd UTH &l @B 5T SAITasT = a7 fafehar 12

Answer: He said that his prediction could not be false. The Maharaja might kill ninety-
nine tigers but he must be careful with the hundredth tiger. If he killed the hundredth
tiger too, he would give up his practice as an astrologer.
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Question 6. Give an instance to prove the Maharaja’s bravery.

HERTST &1 dRdT RIg B3 aTel Tdh 3180l elforg |

Answer: The Maharaja faced great dangers in hunting tigers. When the Maharaja’s
bullet missed its mark during a tiger hunt, he would fight the beast without weapons.
Whenever he had such fights, he always won.
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Question 7. What brought the Maharaja’s mission to a standstill?

TERTST &1 A T SRl | g1 S T2

Answer: The Maharaja had vowed to hunt a hundred tigers to save himself from being
killed by a tiger. When he had killed seventy tigers, the tiger population became extinct
in his state. He found no tigers to kill. This brought his mission to a standstill.
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Question 8. What celebrations took place at the hundredth tiger’s killing?
id 3T & AR S IR &1 ST [ T2

Answer: The dead tiger was brought to the capital of Pratibandapuram in a procession.
The procession was taken through the town. There the tiger was buried. A tomb was
erected over it. Thus the killing of the hundredth tiger was celebrated.
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Question 9. Why was the Maharaja sunk in gloom?
TERTST HRT=M § I g9 T

Answer: The Maharaja had vowed to kill a hundred tigers to belie the prediction of his
death by a tiger. But after killing ninety-nine tigers, the hundredth tiger was nowhere to
be found. This made the Maharaja gloomy.

HERTS = WY &1 T T8 R Jg 811 &1 Hfawaroft &1 7Tad g & & forg I amell &1
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Question 10. What dispelled the Maharaja’s gloom?
HERTST Bt PRI Y R §3?

Answer: The Maharaja was sunk in the gloom as he was unable to locate the hundredth
tiger. Then there came the news of sheep'’s disappearance from a village. This hinted the
tiger's presence. Now his gloom was dispelled.

HERTSN Wai g - e oM & SRl ARIRA & g9 T 3| quft st e § 9t & ad g
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Question 11. How did the Maharaja prepare himself to kill the hundredth tiger
which was supposed to decide his fate?

TERTST 3 39 A4 ATH &l ARA P U W9 BT $A IR a1 fog Sare &Y 3% 1Y BT
fRurfae AT T YT

Answer: On receiving the news of the hundredth tiger's presence, the Maharaja set out
to hunt it. He remained very careful with that tiger. He refused to leave the forest till that
tiger was found.
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Question 12. What posed the danger of the loss of his job before the Dewan?

A & A B3} 9 BT AR $A I 32

Answer: The Maharaja was bent upon killing a hundred tigers. But when he had killed



ninety-nine tigers, the hundredth tiger was nowhere to be found. This made him angry.
The Dewan was asked to either find a tiger or lose his job.
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Question 13. Why did the British officer want to kill a tiger? And could he kill the
tiger?

3T HTYBRY 19 DT T ARAT ST AT BT 3R T I8 919 Dl AR Fb1?

Answer: The British officer was fond of hunting tigers. But, in fact, he was more
interested in having a photograph with the dead tiger. He could not kill the tiger
because the Tiger King refused permission.
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Question 14. What did the Maharaja do to get more tigers to hunt?
IR & forg 7R =ame U & forg o = & fasae

Answer: To get more tigers to hunt, the king married a princess from a state which had
a large population of tigers. Whenever the king visited this state, he killed four or five
tigers. Thus he got more tigers to hunt.
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Question 15. What gift did the Tiger King buy for his son on his third birthday?
TS XTSI F 30§ & IR SIS TR /T IUSR TGN

Answer: The Tiger King wished to give some special gift to his son on his third birthday.
He searched every shop in Pratibandapuram but could not find anything suitable.
Finally, he got a perfect gift. It was a wooden toy tiger.
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Question 16. How did the Tiger King die?

7Y Tl B 4o [l TR 852 (Board Sample Paper 2017)

Answer: One day the Tiger King was playing with his son with a wooden tiger which he
himself had bought for his son on his birthday. Its surface had rough thin pieces of
wood. One such piece pierced his hand and made a wound which later took his life.
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B. Answer each of the following questions in 125 words:

fRofifad Ud® Uy &1 IR 125 sl | ¢

Question 1. The story is a satire on the conceit of those in power. How does the
author employ the literary device of dramatic irony in the story?

g B Wieamelt arl & 714 (UFHUT) TR Teh o0 | AGdh 39 HHl § Aeh Iy iy
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Answer: The story is about a king who causes death to a hundred tigers. He does so
because a tiger has been predicted as the cause of his death. In his pride of power, he
wantonly kills these animals. The proud king bans tiger hunting in the state by anyone
except himself.

He does so to belie the prediction of his death by a tiger. But in spite of his hunting so
many tigers, the prediction comes true. One day he is playing with his son with a
wooden tiger. Its rough surface has sharp slivers of wood. One such sliver pierces his
hand. The wound later takes his life. Thus a small wooden tiger becomes the cause of his
death. This is a fine example of dramatic irony.
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Question 2. What is the author’s indirect comment on subjecting innocent animals
to the willfulness of human beings?
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Answer: In the story ‘The Tiger King’, we see innocent tigers being killed at the whim of
a king. Just to prove the prediction of the astrologers wrong, the proud king does so.
The story is told in a humorous tone. The author is nowhere seen preaching against the
killing of animals.

But indirectly, he seems to have sympathy for the innocent animals who are subjected to
the willfulness of human beings. He seems to comment that a killer of innocent animals
is never spared by nature.

The death of the king caused by a wooden tiger seems to be a revenge for his heartless
act of killing tigers. It looks to be a lesson for those who are cruel to innocent animals
and treat them at their will.
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Question 3. How do the King's employees behave out of fear?
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Answer: Maharaja’s employees are always afraid of losing their job. The Maharaja very
easily gets angry and dismisses them from their jobs. So they always obey him because
of fear. Even the higher officers like Dewan tremble with fear in the King's presence.
They lose their confidence in answering the King's questions.

The employees’ jobs are always at stake. Many officers lost their jobs during his hunt of
the hundredth tiger. The Maharaja orders his Dewan to find out a tiger at any cost.
Being afraid of losing his job, the poor Dewan brings a tiger from the zoo. The King
misses his last target (the hundredth tiger). The hunters instead of telling him the truth,
shoot the tiger themselves. Otherwise, they might lose their jobs.
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