ABRAH AM LINCOLN'’S
ETTER
TO HIS € ON'S TEACHER

ABRAHAM LINCOLN (1809 — 15, 1865), the sixteenth President of the United Siates
af America, successfully led his country through its greatest
internal crists, the American Civil War, He introduced measures
that resulted in the abolition of slavery, issuing his Emancipation
Proclamation in [863 and promoting the passage of the
Thirteenth Amendment to the Constitution. Lincoln successfully
rallied public opinion through his rhetoric and speeches. Lincoln
held a moderate view of Reconstruction, seeking to speedily
reunite the nation through a policy of generous reconciliation.
His assassination in 1865 was the first presidentinl assassination
in U.5. history and made him a martyr for the ideal of national
unity. The present piece, 'Abraham Lincon’s Letter To His Son’s Teacher’, is a
wonderful piece of suggestion as to the kind of education a child should receive.

1swe _mmng questions orally:
What ¢ ‘about Abraham Lincon, the famous President of America?
2. ur fa%har ‘ever written any letter to your teacher?

fﬁ Can you imagine how much your father is worried for your future?

ABRAHAM LINCOLN'S
LETTER
TO HIS SON'S TEACHER

He will have to learn, I know,
that all men are not just,
all men are not frue.

Bul leach him also that
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forevery scoundrel there i a hero:

that for every selfish Politician,
there is a dedicated leader

Teach him for cvery enemy there is
a fricnd,
It will take time, 1 now:
but teach him if you can,
that a dollar eamned is of far more value than five
pound.

10

Teach him o learn to lose.
and also to enjoy winning, 15
Steerhim away from envy,
if you can,
b Wi teach him the secret of

AT quiet faughter

i Lethim learn early that
the bullies are the easiest to lick. ..

Teachhim, if you can,
the wonder of books...
Butalso give him quiet time _
1o ponder the elernal mystery of birds in the
AT N bees in the sun, :

sky. 25"
o+ andihe flowers on a greenhiliside. E;

In the school teach him
itis far honourahle 10 fail
than to cheat ..




PANORAMA
. 124
Teach him to have [aith
in his own ideas,
even if everyone tells him
they are wrong...

Teach him to be gentle

with gentle people,
and tough with the tough.

Try to give my son

the strength not to follow the crowd when everyone is getting on

the band wagon...

Teach him to listen to all men...
but teach him also to filter
all he hears on a screen of truth,
and take only the good

that comes through.

Teach him if you can,
how to laugh when he is sad...
Teach him there is no shame in tears,

Teach him to scoff at cynics
and to beware of too much sweetness...

Teach him to sell his brawn
and brain to the highest bidders
but never to put a price-tag
on his heart and soul.

Teach him to close his ears
to a howling mob
and to stand and fight
_if he thinks he’s nght.

35
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Treat him gently,
but do not cuddle him,
because anly the test
of fire mukes line sieel,

i)

Lethim haye the courage
to be inmpatient, ..
lethim have the patience 1o be brave. 65

Teach hiin always
to have sublitue Faith in himsell,
because then he will have
stblime faath inmankind,

This is a big order, 70
but see what you can do.
He issucha ting fellow,
my son!

SLOSSARY AND NOTES

caundrel {n): a person who has na maral

Wy (n): feefing of discontent caused b
onesel

k(v): pass the tongue over (sb/sih}.
ihder {v): think about (sth) carsfull
Off [v); speak comempliously: jeer ar mock

principles and no conscience: a viltain

y sb else's good fortune or suceess, esp when ane wishas this for

y and fara long time, espin trying ta reach a decision,
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cynic (n): & perscn who belisves thal people do not do things for good, sincere or noble reasans, but

only for their own advantage.
howling (adj): {infml) very fierce
sublime {adj): of the greatest, most admirable kind, causing awe and reverence,
cucidie {v): hold {sh, sth, sach other} close and lovingly in ore's arms.
etarnal (adj): without beginning or end; lasting or existing for ever.

C. 1. lﬁNG ANSWER QUESTIONS _
1 hy did Abraham Lincoln write a letter to his son’s teacher?

o What does Lincoln mean by saying that “for every scoundrel there is a
hero; that for every selfish Politician, there is a dedicated leader...”

3 A child should be treated gently but not cuddied. Do you.agree? Give

your opinion.

“All men are not just, all men are not true.” Comment on this statement.

5. Why do you think Lincoln wants his son to steer away from envy and
learn the secret of quiet laughter?

6. Why does Lincoln not want his son to follow the crowd when everyone is
getting on the band wagon?

7. What qualities did Lincoln want his son’s teacher to teach him?

-

C. 2. GROUP DISCUSSION. 5 W
1. The present system of education is at variance with the learners’
experience.

C.3.COMPOSITION. . ..o aglt o o
1." Imagine your brothet/sister studies at class V. You find some problem

with him/her. Write a letter to histher teacher drawing his attention to the

problems.
D. Word Study
D. 1. Correct the spelling of the following words:
pander envi mistry
bracn mab paitense

D. 2. Write the lynunr?ms of the following words:
big enemy enjoy wonder howl
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E.GRAMAR

Study the follwoing sentences
1. Teach him to sell his brawn

and brain tu the highest bidders
but never to put a price-tag
on his heart and soul,

. Teach him to close his ears
to a howling mob

and to stand and fight

if he thinks he's right.

Here, ‘on' inthe first example is used to establish rejation between
the words ‘price-tag’ and ‘his heart and soul'.
The word ‘to’ also establishes relation between ‘his ears’and ‘a howling
maob’

Pasition, ‘towards’, ‘to’, ‘from’ eic are the Prepositions of Direction:
on’, ‘at’, until’ etc. are the Preposition of time. '
: Can you find out other Prepositions from this lesson? Also mention
their types and the words these Prepositions relate together.

F.ACTIVITY

Do a project work on the Gurukul, the ancient system of education in
India.

G TRANSLATE
Translate the following sentences into English:
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