
Mughal Art and Architecture 

The Mughal Empire (c. 1526 CE - c. 1857 CE) was a significant period in 

Indian history marked by the confluence of Persian, Islamic, and 

indigenous Indian artistic traditions. Mughal art and architecture, 

characterised by grandeur, opulence, and attention to detail, left an 

indelible mark on India's cultural landscape.  

1. Indo-Islamic Architecture: 

 Mughal architecture combined elements of Islamic and Indian 

architectural styles, creating a unique Indo-Islamic fusion. 

 The use of red sandstone and marble, intricate carvings, and calligraphy 

were prominent features. 

 Domes, minarets, and arches were common architectural elements. 
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2. Mughal Gardens: 

 The Mughals introduced the concept of Charbagh, a four-part garden 

layout, into India. 

 These gardens were laid out in a square or rectangular shape and 

featured water channels, fountains, and lush greenery. 

 Famous examples include the Shalimar Bagh in Srinagar and the 

Mehtab Bagh in Agra. 

3. Forts and Palaces: 

 Mughal forts, such as the Red Fort in Delhi and Agra Fort, were 

massive structures built for defensive and administrative purposes. 

 Palaces within these forts showcased exquisite craftsmanship and 

luxurious living spaces. 

4. Taj Mahal: 

 The Taj Mahal, built by Emperor Shah Jahan, is the most iconic 

monument of Mughal architecture and a UNESCO World Heritage Site. 

 This marble mausoleum was constructed in memory of Emperor Shah 

Jahan's wife, Mumtaz Mahal. 

 The Taj Mahal's symmetrical design, intricate marble inlays, and the 

central dome are renowned worldwide. 

5. Humayun's Tomb: 

 Humayun's Tomb in Delhi is one of the earliest examples of Mughal 

architecture in India. 



 It served as a prototype for later Mughal architectural wonders, 

including the Taj Mahal. 

6. Jama Masjid: 

 The Jama Masjid in Delhi is one of the largest and most beautiful 

mosques in India. 

 It boasts a massive courtyard, three domes, and two minarets. 

 

7. Miniature Paintings: 

 Mughal miniature paintings were highly refined, characterized by 

intricate detailing and vibrant colours. 

 Themes included portraits of emperors, scenes from the royal 

court, religious events, and literary works. 

 Notable artists during this period included Basawan, Daswanth, 

and Mansur. 

8. Calligraphy: 

 Persian and Arabic calligraphy adorned the walls and facades of 

Mughal buildings. 

 Quranic verses and praise for the emperor were common 

inscriptions. 

9. Inlay Work: 

 Pietra dura, or marble inlay work, was extensively used in 

Mughal architecture. 



 Precious and semi-precious stones were inlaid into marble 

surfaces to create intricate floral and geometric patterns. 

10. Literature and Manuscripts: 

 The Mughal court patronized fine calligraphy and illustrated 

manuscripts. 

 Illustrations and miniatures were made for books and 

manuscripts, showcasing refined artistic skills 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


