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Industrial Revolution

-

The term “Industrial Revolution” was coined by Auguste Blanqui, a French economist, in 1837 to

_denote il economic and social changes arising out of the native industries with simple instruments, to

industit o (i factonies with power-ridden machinery. But it gained currency and recognition when Amold

Toyanbee, a gredt histonian, used it in 1882.

Historians, however, question the appropriateness of the term on the ground that the Industrial
Revotution covers a period far too long 1o justify a single label. The period is from 1740 to about 1850 in
Britain: and from 1815 tothe end of the 19th century in Europe. Moreover, the term "Revolution" is misleading
for dexribing a complicated series of forces, processes and discoveries which worked very Slowly but
gradu' v and created a new econoniic organisation. Itis'suggested that it is better to call it evolutaion and
noi fevaiution. [t is also suggested that instead of calling it the Industrial Revolution, it should be called,

“The Transttion of Industrialism”. Despite of these objections the term Industrial Revolution is preferred
and it 1s in common usage.

The Industrial Revolution was not a revoluuon in the normal sense of the word. Revolutions are
generally spontaneous, violent and bloodthirsty. The Industrial Revolution was free from all these
characteristics. It was a long, slow and evolutionary process of change.

Before going to discuss the forces and {actors that paved the way for the industrial or technological -
revolution, let us note in brief its antecedents in the late medieval and early eighteenth century. During this
perad T7*‘11r0p<'zan society was mainly agricultural. Whatever industries there existed, were confined to the
“Coneniic” sector. There was no machinery, or wategspower or steam (0 work those industries. Manual
iabour was the chief source of power. Bach viliage was practically self-sufficient. Roads were in a battered
siate and travelling was risky and troublesome. There was no large scale corporate activity. The individual
worker worked as asingle unit.

Industrial revolution had taken place in England in the 18th and 19th centuries. But before these
great changes in the techniques of production-could come, certain important things had happened earlier.
Without these earlier happenings Industrial Revolution would nothave been possible. These pre-requisites

_for the promotion of the later day [ndustrial Revolution were as follows.

Desite for material advancement

Without the desire for the material advancement progress is simply not possible. This desire had
. grown in Burope in the early part of the modemn period, mainly under the influence of Renaissance. The early
“part of the modem period is also known as the Age of Reason. In this age philosophers like Voltaire,
Rousseau, etc; formulated-certain basic laws of mankind. One of these laws was that mar should lead a
~ happy life. The second was that man had certain natural nghts ofavhich rights })f life, libertf. and property .
were the most fundamental ones. The third law was that in-order to enjoy a good life man had tg possess

wealih which he could accumulate and use.
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.. Adesire for malerial improvement was emerged not only fromi such reasoning but also from-he fac:
that the only way a commoner could rise in a society dominated by nobility was by acquiring wealth.

In those days of desire for material advancement raising loans for praductive purposes was also

considered right. Under the Protestant ethic giving money in the form of loan and chatging interest on it was
also nat considered wrong.

This overall attitudinal change in regard (o bettering one's own life was the major prerequisite for
the Industrial Revolution.

—

Supply of rawmaterials

The next important prerequisite of the Industrial Revolution was the supply of rawmaterials. In this
respect also Europe had an advantage because, due to, the Geographical explorations and discoveries and
the resukdnt Commercial Revolution, Europé could get rawmaterials such as cotton, sugarcane, indigo, elc;
both from the Orient and the new world. '

Markets - -

The other prerequisite for the Industrial Revolution was the availability of markets for the distribution
of the finished goods. Under the impact of the-Geographical discoveries and the consequent Commercial
Revolution the European markets had grown intemnally and externally. The growth of markets widened the

chance to realise adequate profit and also a chance to produce more for the market. This widening of the
market was also an important cogdition for the progress in the industrial front. =

The need of labour force o -

Besides the rawmaterials and the market the Industrial Revolution required labour forcé which
offered itself for wages. The labour force which was needed now wasto be a mobile one and also skilled. The
growth of population in Europe greatly facilitated the labour supply. Moreover, the advancements in the

agricultural production released labour from rural areas. Thus the labour supply for industrial work had
gone up in Europe.

Transportational facilities | ]

The mere availability of lJabour, raw-materials and the growth in the size of markets were of no use if
there were no proper transportational facilities. The Hollanders came out with a new kind of ocean going

- vessel during this time. The principle of steam lining was made use of in devising this new ship known as

FLUTE. By this the cost of ship building had come down by one-third. In regard o intenal commerce
England witnessed a veritable mania of canal and road making. ; : - ) .

Developments in the agriculture sector

Another major aspect of economy that witnessed much progress before the Industrial Revolution
could take ptace was in the field of agriculture. No doubt that many of the agricultural advancements had .

- taken place along with the changes- in the industrial techniques. But some of the agricultugal changes had

preceeded Industrial Revolution. . Thus the growth in the agricultural producti vty generatecf enou gh surplus
to support the Industrial Revolution and also the rising urban population.

-

It may be stated here that Britain was the first country in the world to experience the Industrial
Revolution and several factors paved the way for the same.

F'actors responsible for the Industrial Revolution in Britain

i  The main advantage that England had was that it was here that Agricultural Revolution-
had first taken place. It helped Britain in many a way.
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- Flrs[ly it generated aoncultural surplus which in its turn provxded the required
capitdl for the industrial progress.

Secondly, it provided raw-matenials.

_ Thirdly, it it released the labour force from the rural areas and also created ademand
for mdusmal goods. :

England had an empire where Suf never sets. Thus the colomes not only supplied the
raw-materials to the industries but also served the purpose of markets.

In Engl@d coal was found in abudance. Not only coal was available in abundance, but
it was also found in juxtaposition with iron. This fact greatly facilitated the advent of
Industrial Revolution in England.

Britain enjoyed a labour force that was mobile and skilled. The British labour structure

. was such that six out of ten were employed in agriculture and the other four were

already m_[hc hahdicraftindustry, whereas, in the rest of Europe ten out of nine were in
agriculture. The British advantage was that it was easier to teach lechnical'skills:to
those who were- already employed in the handicrafts. Likewise the ScottiSh Bdmary

System which was much'in vogue in England created a literate: labour force and heace
it became- easwr to leach mdustnal skills to literate labourers than to 1lhterate labgurers.

England also dﬂzcloped by this time adequeate transportational facilities. Erigland

_ witnesed a veritable mania of canal and road making. Bngland was criss-crossed with

canals that cauld be used for transportatioa. During this period England experienced
a new system of road making. This new method consisted in creating a firm foundation
by dumping faidy large stones in the road bed and then covering these with smaller
stones and finally covering the whole with gravel and clay. Such road could withstand
heavy loads and mueh traffic. Thus transportational facilities were also paved the way
for industrial revolution in England.

England also enjoyed relativ_é_ peace when compared o the other continental countries.
The English Channel prevented, to a very greal extent, the involvement-of ‘English in

the continerital wars. This greatly helped England, because her resources were not
misspent on unproducuve wars.

Another important fact was that the English church got itself separated from the Roman

. Catholic church. In Bngland the church lands were confiscated and thus one-fourth of

the national resources were brought into productive use.

-Moreoverin England special recognition was giverr1o the material advancement. The

English did not look down up on the NEW RICH. In fact the rising middle classes were
absorbed in the higher social classes. Thus the reward for material advancement was
greater in England than elsewhere.

The agricultural surplus and the surplus wealth of England were not in the possession

-of the feudal lerds,. who. normally spend it for conspicuous cansumplion, but in the

hands of those who were interested in investing itffor further p;oa'ucuve exercises.

The Bank of England and the National Debt were the two institutions which provided
ready_ money for economlc and industrial developments at a nommal rate of interest.

..~ Thus o other country in Burope except England, had so many potentialities for
industrial developmenL Forces were favourable for a change in England. The Industrial



Revolution provided England with money for her wars against the Revelutionary
France and Napoleon. As a matter of fact thesewars gave a further ﬁlhp to the English
— " Industrial Revolution and encouraged greater production. Thus it is said :

"Napoleon's career enabled the Industrial Revolution to go forward in England
and the Industrial Revolution enabled England to overthrow Napoleon™.

Technological developments . =~

in the early phase of Industrial Revolution the most far reaching inventions were made in the textile,
ferrous metal and power machines industries. Some of the first important changes that occurred in the
industrial techniques in the 18th century had taken place in the textile industry.

Textile industry

-—

Changes at firstoccurred in the textile industry, because in the first place the textile techniques were
already at such point of development that only a few minor alterations had to be effected to render both

spinning and weaving semi- rnechcnused and semi-automatic. However, the textile industry had enjoyed
ceriala advantages at this lime.

Firstly, it was relatively free to use techniques to reduce the cost of production,
for the cotton textile trade was nol subjected to guild regulations.

Secondly, the monopolistic guilds never existed in cotton because it was a new
industry.

Weaving field -

The first major improvement in textile manufacturing came in the field of weaving. In 1733 John Kay
invented what was known as “The Flying Shutile”. This doubled the speed of weaving and saved labour
considerably. This invention enabled the weavers o turn out greater output. It also made possible the
weaving of broad cloth by one man. =

With the use of Flying Shuttle the normal rotation of four spinners to one weaver was completely

upset. Obviously, the supply of spinners had ta.be increased {for new techniques of spinning had to be
developed if full advantage was to be taken of the Flying Shuttle. -

Spinning sector

In 1765, James Hargreaves invented a machine known as “The Spinning Jenny . This new machine
had eight spindles and consequenlly orte spinner was able to do the work of eight spinners. The Spinning
Jenny was a simple wooden frame on which eight spindles moved by the turning of a wheel. Thus spinning
became mechanised and consequently spinning became faster and easier to do so.

‘Mechanical power

- The Flying Shuttle and Spmmna Jenny were a success. Yet, it was soon evident that both dev1ces
could be more automatic and that mechanical power could be usedje draw the machmes and tifls relieve the
physical burdens placed up on the operator. : :

In 1769, Richard Arkwright invented " Water-frame". This machine consisted of a series of rollerb and
was run by water-power or horse-power. It helped the manufacture of hard and firm yam suitable for
weaving. The rollers could not work in small places and consequently the Water- -frame of. Arknght ushered

in the factory system. That is why he has been called as the “Parent of the factory system”.

In 1779 Samuel Crompton invented a machine known as “The Mule ". This new machine combined
the advantages of the Spinning Jenny and Water-frame. It made the production of fine muslin possible.

-



In 1785 Edmund Cartwright mvemed the "PowerLoom". In the application of mechanical power o
: quﬂv the crucial inveation was the Power Loom. It paved the way for speedy weaving.

1S

All these inventions not only increased the production of cotton goods but also the demand for the
raw cotton grew by leaps and bounds. Here, however, a real bottleneck existed, for picking seeds from raw
cotion, was a slow a laborious task. A successful solution to the problem was found by the, American

Whitney. His “Cotton Jin” mechanised the removal of seeds from the raw cottot and greatly facilitated this
task.

-

The use of machines in the'cotton textile trade was soon picked by the other industries. The advantages
of the division of labour and mechanisation were very quickly realised and put to use.

The woolen industry and the silk industry also employed many of the devices invented in the cotton
textile industry.

Sewrng was also mechanised with the invention of the Sweing machine.
Machine building industry

When machises were introduced in so many industries (o such an extent, the need for machine
r}m«ﬂ

ing industry received considerable impetus. Moreover, the machines were now being worked con-

.\,J,amly and with great speed. They now needed a machine building material that could withstand this kind
of stress.

The iron was no longer capable of meeting the demands of the industry. Thus there was a need for
anew and harder machine building material. It is in this context that the developments were made in the
ferrous metallurgy. Steel making was perfected ngw. The credit for steel making goes to Bessember.
cioweyer, the Bessember method of making steel could not make use of the Phosphorous iron ore which was
available in England and France. So the second method of making steel was invented by Sir William Siemons

anti Martin. This came to be known as Siemens-Martin Process. With that the Phosphorous iron ores could
be used for steel making. Moreover, Manganese was added to steel to give it greater ductability, Tongsten
i give ithardness and Chromium (o prevent from oxdising.

In the melting of iron, coal could not be used earlier. In the 18th century Darby first reduced coal to
coke and then vsed it to melt iron. With this iron melting became easier and more efficient. This is the time
when the galvanising process was also invented so that irou could be free from rusting.

- Mechanical power

Once the machines were being used and machine building material was made more efficient there
was a great néed for runiting the machines with the help of the mechanical power.

The Wind Mill and the Water Wheels were cumbersome affairs. So there was a great need to have
beiter inorganic power sources. It is in this context that we have lo see the development of Steam Engine
by James Watt. Once the steam engine was invented, it was put (o various uses. Stevenson invented the
Locoimotive and Robert Fultion used steam (o run a ship.

The next important industry in which improvements yere made was the Chemital industry By
now the progress;in Chemistry had gorie on to such an extent that pure science/iwas in a position to contribute
10 dnctus try. It was the time when Henry Cavendish discovered the chemical composition of water. At'the
same lime Sulfuric acid, and Soda were discovered. Thus the industrial Chemistry gained momentum.

Thus, all though, the finding of ways for making cloth by machines, the developmem of cheaper
reethods of making iron and steel, and the invention of the steam engine were the most crucial inventions in

-
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____bringing about the mechanisation of industry on a large scale which contributed to the technologics!

— revolution. In all phases of production, efforts were made (o find ways for i 1mproving output while dirriini:
human effort.

Impact of the Industrial Revolution B

The Industrial Revolution brought a series of changes in the method of manufacture, production and
distribution and drastically affected the economic, soctal and political life of the people. It transformed an
overwhelmingly agricultural society into an industrial society. , -

Economic impact

i  The Industrial Revolution paved thie way for factory sys?em- A variety of articles and
goods began (o be manufactured in large quantities in big factories.

__ The machines were made in_yarious trades by the end of the 19th century. The
machines were heavy enough to be housgd in well-constructed and sometimes specially -
built establishments, which meant that they were actually concentrated in buildings
that came to be known as factortes. This concentration was made by the fact that

wmechanised power at first water and then steam could not be provided economically
unless it worked many machines at once. And the use of power and the large supplies =
_ of raw-materials coming fromoverseas meant that the location of the plant hadtobe in
hills where there was water, power or at places where the raw-materials could be brought
by water and where coal could be delivered at low cost. Power driven machinery was -
most economical when machines were banked side by side and supervised by only
few workers. This technical revolution in industry led to factory system.

ii. The major economic impact was the quantity of goods produced had gone up
enormously. With the application of divisior of labour, use of machines and the factory
system man was able to produce goods on such a scale never even imagined before.

This gave tremendous acceleration for the development of internat and intermational
trade. T '

iii.  Another important impact is that concentration of machinery in large factories meant
that investors who could mobilise large amounts of money for equipment came to own
the means of production. This is one of the hall marks of the capital system. Infact with
Industrial Revolution industrial capitalism or what is knowri as mature capitalism

. was born.

iv. ~ The Industrial Revolution produced capitalist class and working class. The
developments that occurred in the internal and international trade enabled the capitalist
. class to.amass abnormal prot' its. The wages earned by the working class were nol in

tune with the profits secured by the capitalist clas‘§ Thus Industrial Revolution paved
the way for the unequal distribution of wealth. ”

v.  The third quarter of the 19th century witnessed certain changes Firstly, U.S.A. Russia, _
Holland, Belgium, Germany, Italy and Japan were industrialised. Secondly, substantial
advancements were made in the scientific and technological sectors. Thirdly, productive
capacity of the industries was increased by leaps and bounds. Thus the industrial
revolution reached its-dazzling pinnacle. The resultant effect of it was that there occurred
ruinous compelition betweesn the industnalised counlnes for raw-materials and markets.

3
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— Political impact =~

3
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.

They tried Lo establish colonies, protectorates and spheres of influeaces. This econom ic
impetialism not only created bad blood in between the industrialised countries b
also paved-the way.for the outbreak of-the First-World War.

Industrial Revolution led (o internationateconomic dependence. The textile industries
of Britain depended.up on the steady supply of raw cotton fromthe' U .S.A. and India. A
urbanisation progressed in Britain and Europe. Less food was grown ifl these countries
which became heavy importers of wheat, meat and tropical food products from Asia.
South-East-Asia, elc. Europe exported manufactured goods in exchange for food.

-

The [ndustrial Revolution had its impact on agriculture also as some of the inventions
included agricuttural machines, mechanical ploughs, cultivators, drll, thresher, elc;
reduced the labour and time of the farmers and performed their work better.

Along with industry, baking, insurance, stock-exchange markets and joint stock
companies had grown up and the monetisation of economy was complete.

— -—

In the political field, the mdustrial capitalist class did not tolerate much of the state's
tnterference in economic affair. They supported the policy Laissaz faire. It implies two
things; i.e; unfettered relations between the seller and the buyer and between employer
and employee.

—-——

The industrial capitalists formed the very core of the middle class of Britain. _

They also championed the cause of the BILL OF RIGHTS with the right to property
and liberty being given the highest irnportance. Though the Capitalist needed central
govemnment, o see the business agreements are honoured, they tried to limit the powers
of the state. The growth of democratic government in the west European countries and
particularly in England can be seen in this light.

As a result of the Industrial Revolution, the military superiority of a country became
dependent upon the extent of the industrialisation in that country. Industrialised
countries could alone produce modern military weapon. For example the Northem states
succeeded in the Amencan Civil War (1861 - 65) because they were more industriatfsed
than the Southem states.

Impact on society .

Industrial Revolution alse brought changes.in society. The feudal soctal relationship

gave way (0 new social re[atlonshlps under industrial capitalism. Nobility lost its
importarnce.

The Industrial Revolution witnessed the birth of industfial capitalist class and the
working class. On the other hand the vast majority of the people became wage earners

‘and had to be on the move in search of work. They also had to live in the ci }y lumps.

Some of the people who could not adjust to (hechange and cpuld not leam the new
trades became distitudes. . -

Ingeneral the communality of the villages was broken and men became rootless.
Moreover, inspite of the reduction in working hours man was now subject to the ngorous
discipline of factory or office. Thus a price had to be paid for the progress in tnaterial
advancement under industrialisation. However, many of these drawbacks have been

v
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overcome in the western societies with the growth of trade unionism and welfar:

statism. States passed laws regulating the work in the industges and in general regulating
the labour relations.

Kl -
[AN

il [ndustn'al Revolution also encouraged scientif ¢ investigation. The ﬁecessity of expens

of engineers became an integral part of the industrial society.

iv. Nonetheless one aspect of the industrialisation that the world had not yet been over

come isthe pollution problem and the rapid depletion of non-renewable environmental
resources. This is the major problem that the world ts facing today.

Thus the industrial or technological revolution leading to factory system brought

inits train both good and ill effects. The Socialist Movement was an attempt toremove
_the ill effects of the concentration of wealth while reTaining the benefits of
industrialisation. Thus efforts are still being made to remove the ill effects of the

Industrial Revolution. The concept of mixed economy and the democratic socialism
are efforts in that direction.

& &




First World War .
(1914 - 1919)

The greatest event that witnessed the first quarter of the 20th century was the First World War. In
natare and character it sharply deviates from the previous wars.

Firstly, it was a complete war. It was fought on the land, in the air and over the seas.

Secondly, it was fought in different countries distributed throughout the length and
breadth of the world.

Thirdly, almost all the countries of the world, either directly or indirectly cxpcrienéed
vibrations of the war.

Bismarck and the secret diplomatic military alliances

Vhe Prussio - Danish war, the Austro-Prussian war, the Franco-Prussian war and the Treaty of
< of 1871 saw theTunification of Germany and the emergence of the German empire. Bismarck
:aerous policy towards Austria after the Austro-Prussian war. But his attitude towards France
atiff. After the French defeat at Sedenin 1870, Bismark refused to give easy terms to France and
aliog ooy swge of Paris, he imposed a very humiliating treaty on France. The terms of the treaty are as

t.  France was asked to pay a very heavy war indemnity of five milttion francs.

i1.  France was asked to give up her right over Afssgce and part of Lomraine. Lorraine was
French in blood, speech and sentiment. The German annexation of these territories

) was described as spatching away of children from the breast of the mother. Thus the
people of France stood for the war of revenge.

‘Biswmarc j:gcw fully well the sentiments ofthe French men and therefore to safeguard Germany he
decided (o qiit quargaritine France or to put her in cold storage. The main object of the foreign policy of
Bismarck was to zso{ate France diplomatically so that she may not be able to get an ally with whose help

she may try-to get back ‘Afssace and Lorraine. To tealise this object he maintained friendly relations with .

Russia, Austria, Italy and England.

In 1873 Bismacck set up the "“Three Emperor's League". By means of this he was able to bring
together Austria, Russia and Germany. It was not a treaty of alliance but it indicated cordial relations
between these ‘powers. It emphasised the common interests of the three emperors. It also implied that

Austria had forgotten her humiliation in the battle of Sadowa, and was prepared to accept expulsion from - -

the Gerinan territories. However, Bismarck's ultimate aim was to $Ecure a mlllt,xry alliance with Austria

-
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~ and RusSia to weaken France. But his hopes were dashed to the ground Dunng the war scare of 1875,
Russia informed Germany frankly she would not depend upon her neutrality in the event of a German
attack on France. Fhis showed that Bismarck could not depend upon Russia and ultimately he decided t¢
cultivate intimate relations with Austria. The Three Emperor's League completely broken up m 1878 Inx
the Congress of Berlin of 1878 Blsmarcl\ gave aa opportunity for Austria to dommalc some provinces it
“the Balkan pemnsula and the same was denied to Russia. Thus Germany finally concluded a diplomatic
military alliance with Austria and this was called as the Austro .German Alliance or the Dual Alliance.

In 1882 Bismarck entered into Triple Alliance with Italy and Austria. It is pointed out that Bismarck
encouraged France to capture Tunis which was desired by Italy. The object was to create one more enemy
to France and also win over that enemy (Italy) to his side. When France established her protectorate over

~ Tunis in 1831, ltaly decided tojoin the Austro-German Alliance. Thus the Triple Alliance was the work of |
Bismarck to weaken F rance :

As long as Bism arck was inpower France and Russia had not been able to come together. However,
after the dismissal of Bismarck in 1890, Gerpany did not care for Russia and cansequently Russia leaned
towards France.-In 1894, Franco-Russian’ Alliancé was concluded and it was purely a a military alliance.
ThlS state of affairs continued for some time.

England had-followed the policy of splemid isolation in the 19th century. Now she thought of her
position very keenly. She began to fear the consequences of being alone in the world. In the first instance
she tried to enter into an alliance with Germany. But failed. Then she entered into an alliance with Japan in
1902 - Anglo - Japanese Alliance. England did this with the intention of safeguarding her position in the

Far East. - bl )% PO Oy ((,Li‘;z
[n 1904 England and France entered into a treaty known as-Entente Corlliale. This allianc z

e pave
England a free hand w Egypt.

In 1907 England signed Anglo-Russian Convention with Russia, there came into existence what is
known as the Triple Entente. (. 5. ke ¢ Al

Germany in the meanwhile won over to her side Turkey, an important country located in the eastern
part of Europe.

Thus the Europe was divided nto two war camps. In one camp were England, France, Ruissia and
Japan. In the other camp were Germany, Austria, Turkey and Italy. There was not only jealousy but also
enemity befween these war camps(lt was the mutual hatred created by the system of secret dlplomatlc
mlhtary alliances which ultimately brought out the war of 1914> '

Economic imperialism

England, France and. Holland first experienced industrialisation. By the end of the 19th century
‘Germany and I?aly emerged as independent nations and immediately started competmg with the other
industrialised countries. This -period also. witnessed substagtial devclopmcnts in th€ scientific and
technological sectors. The production was accelerated by leaps and bounds. Thus these industrialised
countries tried to possess colonies for the supply of raw-materials and to serve the purpose of markets in
every nook and comer of the world. That led to bittermess and rivalries. The efforts to establish colonies,
Protectorates and sphere’s’of influences in various parts of the world also resulted in bad blood among
nations. When Germany tried to capture markets which wefe already under the control of Britain, that led
to bitterness between the two countries. Britain was not prepared to give up her colonies, protectorates,
sphere of influences and markets to satisfy the economic hunger of Germany.

-



Another important ffctor that fanaed the flames of nvalry and cmm:ty was tarzﬁ‘ restnctzons Evcry
country preferied exports but not imports. Thus there were tariff wars between the various countries. [¢
resulted in ihe worsening of the relatioms betweemn the nations.

Militarism

~ In the later pért of the_19th century and in the beginning of the 20th céntury n{i)sl of the powcrful |
countries in Europe started building up powerful standing armies, élaborate espionage system, strong

navics and a powerful class of military and naval officers headed by General Staff. Much of the national
wealth was speat to increase the strength and power.

These powerfularmaments were alleged to be for defence and in the interest of peace. They actually
croated a sense of universal fear, suspicion, mistrust and hatred in between the nations. This is amply
atizsied by the naval competition between England and Germany. For every ship built by Gcrmany, two
ships wege built by England. Such arace in building powerful and dangerous weapons could end ounlyina
war. Moreover, militarism put too much of power in the hands of the General Staff Under these
circumstances preserving peace was a precarious proposition. = - .=

-— —

Lack of machinary to control international relations : -

There was confusion and anarchy in the international relatidms of the nations. Everything was kept
2z secret and nothing was known about them to the people. It was found that the secrets of diplomacy were
col cven kiown to all the members of the same ministry. Even the lcglslaturcs were kept complctely in the _

vk with regard to international commitments. For example although Sic Edward Grey allowed in Januacy

‘“’)u the holding of naval and militdry conversations between France and England the Cabmct came to
know of them in 1912 and the Parliament was mfonncd of the same in 1914.

Secret diplomacy created a lot of COﬂfUSlOH in the minds of people. Hysteria’took the place of
sobriety and sincerity. Forgery, theft, lying, bribery and corruption gxisted in every foreign office and
Chaacellory throughout Europe.

Although there was a “code of international law and morality“ there was no power to enforce the
same. Many resolutions were passed in the international conferences. The states followed these refolu-
tions more-in breaching rather than in honouring. Every state considered it to be sovereign and did not
regard itself to be bound by its international commitments. Although Italy was as member of Triple Alli-
ance, she entered into separate agreements with France in 1902 and Russia in 1909. She was prepared to
have an extra dance with the members of the opposite camp. Thus the lack of international machinery and

the refusal to accord recognition to the international law and morality created tensions and bitter feelings
armongsl nations.

¥xcessive OF narrow nationalism

Theexcessive or narrow nagonahsm and competitive patriotism fanned thc flames of hatred, enimity
-and bitterness amongst nations. The love ofone s country demanded the hatréd of another: Loycof Germany
demanded the hatred of France and vice versa. #

italy and Germany after unification started the policy of expansion at the expense of the national
sentiments of others. T

It was the intense nationalism in Serbia which created bitterness between Serbia and Austria-Hungary.”
This was also responsible for the murder of Arch Duke Francis Ferdinand in 1914. Thus the intense or
. ckeessive nationalism roused ill feclings between the countncs of Europe which i in its turn paved the way
' for the outbreak of the First World War.
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Alssace-Lorraine questlon ’ -

The Franco-Prussian war and the treaty of Frankfurt enabledGermany to occupy Alssace and a part
of Lorraine. The governmcm of the Third Republic in France left no stene unturned to keep alive the spirit
of revenge and the hope of recovery of Alssace and Lorraine.

There was also economic motive for getting back the Alssace and ‘L(')rra_iné. Fhe iron deposits are
found in abundance in these regions. The iron and steelmagnates of France felt that their industries were
paralised on account of the loss of Alssace and Lorraine. There was also a feeling among the French that

the industrial prosperity of Germany was due to the iron mines of Lomaine. The Frenchmen must have
bumnt their blood when they found that the same in the hands of their enemies.

It is pointed out that if Germany had not interfered in Morocco, Frenchmen might have found some
alternative material compensation for the loss of Alssace and Lorraine and forgotten their revenge against
Germany. But the German interference in the affairs of Morocco added to the betterness between the nwo
countries. It appeared more or less like adding fuel to the fire.

_Pan-Germanism

Germans believed that “He who succeeds is never in the wrong". In other words the end justifies the
means. Victory was identified with morality. The Prussians were tought that the war was the most togical
thing in the world. According to MirabeauWar is the national industry of Prussia”.

Germans believed in Pan-Germanism. They think that the Germans' were bom to rule but not to be
ruled over by others. Thus the younger generation of Germany was indoctrinated with such practical

philosophy. The eminent German historians hke Droyden, Sybel and others devoted their encrgy in spreading
the gospel of pan-Germanism.

The character of William 1, the German emperor, further fanned the Prussian spirit. He was very
arrogant and haughty. He wanted to make Germany as the strongest power in the world. He believed in
the policy of “World power or down fall". He was not prepared for any compromise in the intemational

. affairs. Further, he had formed a poor opinion of the English character. It was a misunderstanding of the
British character by Williams 11 that was responsible for his attitude towards England and that mistake
proved to be his undoing.

Near Eastern problem and the Bosnian crisis

The Balkan problem provided the required situation for the outbreak of the war. Many factors .
" complicated the sitaation in'the Balkans. The tyrannical and the despotic rule of the Turkish sultan resulted
in discontentment. Second, there was a rivalry between the Greece, Serbia and Bulgana for the control of
Macedonia. Third, Russia was trying her best to establish her sphere of influence in the Balkan peninsula.
Finally, Austria, like Russia, showed very keen mterest in the Balkan pohtics.

The Congress of Berlin of 1878 empowered Austria to occupy and to administer Bosnia and
Herzgovma Though Austria was not permitted to annex these provmces she annexed the, provinces in
1908 by her unilaternal action. A strong agitation was started iffSerbia to separate these provinces from
Austria and unite them with Serbia. It should be noted here that the people of Bosnia and Herzgovéna were
wore anxious for their independence from Austria than for their union with Serbia. However, they were
willing to accept help from Serbia in their efforts to become independent.

The rivalry bctween Austria and Serbia became intense in the Balkans. Many secret societies had
been setup to bring about the union of all the Slavés. The "Black Hand" or "Union of Death” society was
the most powerful one. The seal of the society showed, a skull and cross bones, a dagger, a bomb and a

-



botile of poison. Thc society came to know that Arch Duke Francis Ferdmand was commg to Bosaia to act
as 1is governor: Serbian oovernmentsupphcd.thc required arms-to this society. According to the plan, the
Argh i niz\u and his wife paid a visit to Sarajevo the capital cnty of Bosnia on 28dt Jun€é 1914. At that time

one of the members of the seciety of “Black Hand" fired two shots at point blank range and as a rcsult the
Arch Duke and his wife were killed.

Aust_na decided to- take the advantage of the situation to crush Serbia. Serbia was immediately
supporicd by Russia. At this stage Austria was supported by Germany. Before this, Great Britain and
Grermany iried to localise the war, but it was soon found that matters hat gone out of their hands, because
#runce cpported Russia. When Russia ordered general mobilisation on 23rd July 1914, Germany sent an
uktieani i demanding demobilisation with in 12 hours. As Russia refused to accept that ultimatum Germany
declaisd war on Russia. Thus started the First World War.

The war was fought between the Central Powers and the Allies. The Central Powers were Germany,
Austriz, Turkey and Bulgaria. The Allies were Russia (left the Allied camp in 1917),France; Britain, Italy
(joined in 1915), Japan, Rumenia and U.S.A. (1917). Ultimately the Central powers were defeated.

&f_ia‘a;s@s‘for the defeat of the Central Powers

1= Allied sea power was decisive, enforcing the deadly blockade which caused desperate
food shortage, while keeping the Allied armies fully supplied.

. The German submarine campaign failed in the-face of convoys protected by the British,
American and Japanese destroyers. The German campaign itself was a mistake because
" 1t brought America into the war.

ul.  The entry of America into the war brought vast resources to the Allies. It literally
changed the very course of war 1n favour of the Allies.

iv.  The Allied political leaders were more competent than the leaders of the Central Powers.
Loyad George and Clemenceau were the most outstanding Allied leaders.

-

v, Thecontinuous strain of heavy losses was telling on the Germans. They lost theTt best
troops in the 1918 offensive and the new troops were young and inexperienced.

v The Germany had to defend herself and at the same time she had to help Austrians and
Bulgarians. Thus Germany was badly let down by her allies. The defeat of Bulgaria by
the British and Serbia was the final straw for many German soldiers, who could see no
chance’ of victory afterwards. When Austria was defeated by Italy and Turkey
_surrendered, the end of the F wrst World War came.

P ACE SETTLEMENT

The termination of the war was followed by a peace conference. 1t-was soon obvious that a setile-
ment would be difficult because of the different views expressed by the Allied powers regarding the
tre,atment expectcd to be given to-the defeated powers. _

France (rcprcscntcd by Clemenccau) wanted a harsh peace to ruin Germany
economically and militarily so that she could never again threafen France.

-

Britain (represented by Lyod Geoge) was in favour of a less severe settlement
enabling Germany to recover quickly so that she could-resume her role as a major
custorner for Batish goods.

~ U.S.A. (tepresented by Woodrow Wilson) proposed the famous Fourteen points
to, guide the peace settlement. Some of them are as follows.

—
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i. Abohshlon of Secret diplomacy.

ii.  Free navigation at sea for all nations inTimes of-war and pcacc

4

iti.  Removal of economic barriers between the states.

iv.  Reduction of 'armamcnls

—

v.  Impartial adjustment of colonial claims in the interests of the populatlon concerned.
vi. lmplemcntzllon of the principle of national self- determination.

The rest of the points deals with the territonial adjustments.

Treaty of Versailles with Germany

The Germans submitted to the ultimajg- peace based on the Wilsonian Fourteen Points. But the-
German delegates whomeame to Paris t6 participate in the peace settement were humiliated. They were
kept in a hotel behind barbed wires. Guard of honour given to the other delegateswas withdrawn to them.
They were treated like prisoners during their stay in Paris. When the German delegates left Paris for
Versailies where the ceremony of signing the treaty was to be held in the Hall of Mirors, the Parisian mob

threw stones and rotten eggs at them and also hurled gbuses on them. It was in @cscﬁ’r‘cumstances that the
German delegates signed the treaty of Versailles or 20th June 1919.

-

Provisions of the treaty

i.  Germany had given Allssace-Lorraine te France. Eupen and Malmedy to Belgium.
Memel to Lithunia and a large part of Posen and western Prussia to Poland. Germany

was also forced to give up her right over Upper Siletia and the southern part of east
Prussia to Poland.

ti. Danzig was taken away from Germany and setup as a free city under the League of

_Nations. Poland was given spectal rights in the city of Danzig. Thus the “Polish corridor”
was created.

iii.  Germany had to give up her right over the coal mines of the Saar valley. The Saar
Valley was put under the League of Nations for 15 years and then a plebiscite was held
to decide as to whether the Saar valley was to remain under the League of Nations o
go to Germany or Francc ' '

iv.  The Rhineland was denulttartsed Gcnnany was forb(ddcn to maintain or construct

. any fortifications on either side of the Rhine river. The existing fortifications were to
be destroyed.

v.  Germany was forced to give up all herwights and titles over her overseas possessions: -

Japan got the lease of Kia-Chow and other German concessions in the prov,mce of
Shantung. : <l ”

-~

New Zealand got the German part of the island of Somoa
England got the German West Africa.
England and/Francc divided among themselves the Kamaroons and Togoland.

vi. The complete independence and full sovereignty of Belgium, Poland and =
' Czechoslovakia were recognised by Germany. She also agreed to cancel the treaties of
Brest-Litovsk and Bucharest. '

-
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‘{he end of the First World War also saw the conclusion of three more treaties and they are as

{!J‘i HELVAR

Germany gave up her special rights and privileges iu Chinn, Egypt, Thailand, Morocco
- and Liberia. The Allies also reserved’to themselves the right to retain:or liquidate all
property, rights and interests of the German nationals or companies.a.bmzld and the
German government was required to pay compensation to them. The prOperty and the
concesstons enjoyed by Germany in Bulgaria and Turkey were forfeltea

An attempt=was made to cripple once for all the military strengih of Gcrmany_ -

(a) The German General Staff was abolished.

(b) The total strength of the German army was fixed at one lakh. That army was to be
used only for the maintenance of law and order and to protect her-frontiers.

{c) The police force was to be increased only in proportion to the increase of population.

(d) Restrictions were placed on the manufacture of armaments, munitions and the

other war materials by the Germany. Both the im;ﬂ;t and export of war materials
was banned. o

{e) The Germany navy also met with a step-motherly treatment. Genmany was allowed

to have 6 battle-ships, 6 light cruisors, 12 destroyers and 12 torpedo boats. No
submarines were to be allowed.

—

(f) Germany was allowed neither to make nor purchase from outside tanks, armoured
- cars and poison gasses.

William 11, the German emperor, was charged with “the supreme offence against
iaternational morality and the sanctily of treaties”. He was o be tried by a tribunal.
This provision became infructuous, because the government of the Netherlands
{Holland) refused to handover the German emperor to the Allies. Germany was forced
10.admit that she was responsible for the war.

The German rivers_£lbe, Oder, Danube and Niemen were internationalised. The river
Rhine was put under the control of an international commission.

Germany was required to return the trophies, works of art and flags taken from France
after the Franco-Priussian war.

Germany was to pay reparations for ihe damage done to the Allies. After much argument

.and haggling the amount was fixed at £ 6,600 million. The Germans protested against

this huge amount, and they soon began to default on their mstallmcnts This caused
resentment among the Allies who were relying on German cash to pay theic own war
debts to the U.S.A. Eveatually the Allies admitted their own mistake and reduced the

-amount to £ 2,000 millions.

Provision was also made for the enforcement of the abovg terms of. the treaty The .
German teritory to the west of Rhine was to be occapied by the Alliéd troops {for a
period of fifteen years. If Germany carried out her obligations faithfully the Allied.
troops had to be evacuated after five years. If Germany misbehaved, the occupation
was liable to be’extended.
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Treaty of St Germaine (1919) 3 -

This was concludcd between the Allics aud the Austria-Hungary. -

1.

e

Hungary was cut off from Austria and the latter was made to recogpise the independence
of the former. - 5

Bohemia and Moravia were taken away from Austria and were formed the part of a
new state by name Czechoslovakia. -

Dalmatia, Bosnia and Herzgovina were given to Serbia. Montenegro was later on added
to Serbia. Thus the new state of Yugoslavia was formed.

Treaty of Trianon (1920)

This treaty was concludcd between the Allies and Hungary.

Hungary gave up gon-Magyar regions. While Slavak provinces were g{ven to Czechoslovakia,

- Tmrrcylvama to Rumania and Trotia was given to Yugoslavakza

Treaty of Neuilly (1919)

Wear.

-

This treaty was concluded between the Allies and Bulgaria. According to this treaty Bulgaria gave
up most of those territories Wthh she had got during the Balkan wars of 1912 - 13 and the First World

i
1.

fll.

- -—

Bulgaria gave up Macedonia to Yugoslavakia.

The whole of Dobrudja to Rumania.

- She gave the Thracian coast to the Allies and the latter gave it to Greece.

" ‘Treaty of Severes (1920)

e S e T I

Turkey had fought on the side of the Central powers and she 100 was defeated along with them. The
treaty of Severes was signed between Turkey and the Allies.

vi.

The Arab state of Hedjaz was freed from the control of Turkey.

Armenia was made into a Christian Republic and she was put under an intemational -
guarantee. '

Mesopotomia, Trans-lordan, Syriya and Palestine were taken away from Turkey. Syriya
was given to France under the mandate of the League of Nations.

Mesopotomia, Palestine and Trans-Jordan were given to England under the
Mandate system.

Provision was made for the mandate system under the League of Nations. The
territories captured from the Central Powers and Turkey were-not to be restored. to
them and were also not to be given to any vietorious countgy for annexatlon The
administration of these conquered territories were entrusted to various powers under
the supervision of the League of Nations.

--Galitia was-recognised as a French sphere of influence and southern Anatolia as an

Italian sphere of influence.
Adrianopli, Gallipoli, Smyrna, Dodecabese islands etc. were given to Greece.

The straits of Dardenalles and Bosphorous were internationalised.

-
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Critical ';ﬁhalysis of the Treaty of Versailles | -

This treaty, as stated earlier, was concluded between the Allies and Germany The Germans had
cxpcctod the peace terms to be based on the Fourteen Points of Woodro Wilson. But they were chicated.

The peace settlement was a “Carthagian Peace”. It was immeasurably harsh and humlllatmg [t
—was based on the principle : “To the victor belong the spoils and the Allies are the victors™,

The treaty of VCFS&[HCS was imposed on the people of Germany. It was a dictated peace. The
Germans were not in a mood to accept the treaty, but it was only when they were threatened with the
invasion of their country they surrendered and signed the treaty. Even then the German representatives
mainiained that they signed the treaty under coercion and justice was on their side. Obviously the treaty of
Versailles was signed at the point of bayonet. It had absolutely no moral backing. Thus the trcaty was torn
to pieces by Hitler at a later time.

The peace settlement was made in a spirit of revenge. The peace makers ought to Rave remembered

— that kind treatment of Germany was more likely to maintain peace in Europe than the punishment of the

Gerrnan_people. -

The Allies not only scored victory over Gemmany but also converted it as a Republic. The victors

should have treated the Germans kindly and acTarded the required strength and support to the Republic.

As they did-not do so, the Republican forces in Germany were weakened from the very beginning. It may

be sf@ted here that the harsh treatment given to Germany by the peace settlement of Paris and the subse-
~guent behaviour of the Allies, particularly France towards her, destroyed all chances of the R"c‘publican
- segimein Germany. If the bad treatment of Francé by Bismarck in-1870-71 led to the war of 1914, the

cre sty of Versailles of 1919 was partly responsible for the war of 1939. Thus the peace settlement of 1919-
20 fad in itself the germs of Second World War.

The creation of " Polish Carridor” was a great political blunder committed by the Allies. The grant
ot cacridor to Poland through Germany divided Germany into two parts. This act created bitter resentment
amongst Germans. 1t is this thoughtless act of the Allies which made Hitler, at a later time, to create the
“th= Polish Crisis“ which is the sign and signal for the outbreak of the Second World War.

The peace makers also could not realise the importance of the Italian contribution in the war. Thus
ltaly was very much disappointed at the peace.settlement. There are many causes for the same.

i.  Orlando, the representative of I,l_aly, was completely ignored by Clemenceau of France
and Lyod George, the Prime Minister of England.

ii. ~Very big and tempting promises and assurances were given to Italy in 1915 and hence
" “she deserted the Central Powers and joined the Allies. She had lost millions of seldiers
and lost millions of dollars during the course of the war. After the end of the war Italy
was given merely Trentino, southern Tyrol and a part of Dalmatia. She got very little

as compared with what was secured by Great Britain, France and Japan.

_ iii_T _ The Italian patriots were upset when they got no colonial possessions. Further, they
were upset when they weie ot giveri the whole of Tyrol and Fiume which were t;;habued .
by the Italian speaking people. - o

Defects in the execution of the disarmament policy

tis also pointed out that when Germany was disarmed, it was intended to take similar action with
regard o other powers as well. However, the other powers, except England, remained armed. As they
refuscd (o hmit their armaments, a fg:elmg was created that they were preparing for another conflict in the
future. This led to a competition in armaments which ultimately resulted in the war of 1939.

-
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. Treatment given to the allies of Germany, viz; ; - 7 N

Austria, Hungary, Bulgaria and Turkey _

Austria was reduced to a tiny state. Her empire, dynasty and army disappeared in the whirlwind-
- She had lost much of her territory. Her population was reduced from 21 million'to 7.5 -'mil'_!'iOn. Her industrial -
wealth lost to Czechoslovakia and Poland. Vienna, once the capital of the Hapsburg empire, was left high
and dry surrounded by farming land which could hardly support her, =

Hungary was forced to give up the nor-Magyar populated regions. She had lost Slavok provinces,
Transylvania and Crotia to Czechoslovakia, Rumania and Yugoslavia.

Bulgaria was also hard pressed by the Allies. She had lost Macedonia to Yugoslavia and Dobrudja
to Rumania Her army was reduced and forced to pay huge war indemnity.

The treaty of Severes gave a death blow to the Ottoman Turkish empire. She had lost her coatrol
gver Asta Minor. Most of her territories in the Balkan peninsula were offered to Greece=This was treated

by the Turks as a national humiliation and ultimately paved the way for the rise of Mustafa Kamal Pashas -
and the emergence of modern Turkey.

The treaty of Severes and the principle of national self—dctcrminaﬁon gave impetus for the
development of Arab nationalism, Jewish Zionism and British imperialism.

———

Principle of National self-determination

-

It has been advocatedthat the principle of national self-deteemination received due recognitionin -,
the peace scttlement. More people were placed under governments of their own nationality than ever B
before in Europe. Poland, Yugoslavia and Czechoslovakia were created on the basis of this principle. In
this connection we have to consider certain anomalies and some of them are as follows.

i. Three million Germans were placed in Czechoslovakia (in the Sudetenland) and a
million in Poland. It was done with the view that these new states needed them to be
economically viable. It was unfortunatethat both these instances gave Hltlcr an excuse
to begin territorial demands on these countries.

1. According to the trcaty of Trianon Hungary lost Transylvania and Crotia to Rumaaia

and Serbia. As a result six lakhs of men and women of Magyar race were put under
alien domination.

iii. The attempt of France to get Rhine frontier and of Italy to get. Dalmarla could not be
justified on the grounds of nationality. - .-

iv.  Theauthors of the peace settlement were condemned for their attitude towards A rmenian
Christians. These people had suffered terribly under the Turkish yoke and there were
wholesale massacres from time to time. During the war, Britain declared that the
Armenians would be liberated from the Turkish domination. However, whenthe final
settlement was made with Turkey at Lousanne the promise was not kept. The unfcttunate-
Armenians were left at the mercy of the Turks and had to sufferfmmensely later on.

In conclusion we may state that this collection of peace treaties was not a conspicuous succc_ss. It
had the unfortunate effect gf dividing Europe into the states. Some wanted to revise the settlement and the
others desired to preserve it. Prof. Seaman points out™:"" -

“The real weakness of the Versailles system, however, lies not in the creation of small
states to the east and south of the Germans but in the absence of any effective means of
maintaining and defending their existence”.

-
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The peace conference was guided by much the same considerations as thie Congress of Viendia of
1815. These considerations were the desire to safeguard the peace of- Europc and-the fransfer of the temi-
tories tG the victorious powers and their allies.

The Peace of Paris based its guarantees for the future on the p'r‘incii)lé of,nationality, while the
Congress of Vienna had based it on the principle of balance of power: In both the cases, the'principle was
carried out at the expense of the defeated nations and in f?vour of the victorious ones. =

It should be noted here that U.S.A. failed to ratify the scttlement and refused to join the League of
Naticrs This left France completely disenhanted with the whole thing because the Anglo-American
- of her frontiers could not now apply. Italy felt cheated because she had not received the full
» promised to her in 1915. Russia was ignored. All this tended to sabotage the settlement from the

begiauiag, and it became increasingly difficult to apply the terms fully. These accumulated defects reached
its cumulative point when the Second World War broke out in 1939.

&>



= = The Second World War

The Second Werld War was another catastrr)phic event that occurred in the 20th century. Twenty
years after the treaty of Versailles the Second World War broke out. Like the First World War this also
_ “brought immesurable loss of life, destruction and revolutionary changes in the international politics.

The German Nazism, Italian Fascism, Japanese militarism, lack of cooperation and understanding
among the Allied poers, economic needs and material interests of the European powers, failure of the
policy of disarmament, ideological differences between the democratic and dictatorship countries, efc;
~_ were some of the factors that were responsible for the out break of the Second World War.

—-—

Nazism in Germany  — - —

-Circumstances that paved the way for the rise of Nazism ~

——Germany witnessed ip_ 1919 The birth of Nazism as a political movement. Its original name was
"National Socialist German Worker's Party". In course of time it not only became popular but also came
to be known as Nazi party. Several factors paved the way for the birth and Tise of Nazism in Garment.

1. The Treaty of Versilles

The treaty of Versailles had in itself the germs of Nazism. Germarry was very badiy humiliated by
the treaty. She was forced to sign the treaty at the point of bayonet and the treaty itself was based on the
spirit of revenge.

-

Germany was deprived of her colonies and concessions abroad. She was cut into two parts-by the
creation of the Polish corridor. Her navy was completely destroyed and army was reduced to an insignificant
position. She had lost her coal and steel resources. Her soil was occupied by the foreign troops to enforce
the provisions of the treaty. The French occupation of the Ruhr valley added insult to injury. This humiliating
= treatment given to the Germany provided-a psychological background for. the birth of Nazism,

2. Coatribution of the Allies

. The lack of foresight on the part of the Alllcs provrdcd suitable situation forthe brrth 0f German
National Socialist Party (Nazi party) :

The first mistake that was committed by the Allies was that’ihc Germanyrwas asked to accept the
war guilt". It was a blunder to incorporate such a clause in the treaty. It brought no material advanfage to
© the victors, but it created bztter resentment amongst (rermans.

Secondly, after the surrender of Germany, the Allies converted Germany as a Repubhc and Ebert
was made its President. This is another blunder. Firslly, the Germany had traditions of autocracy and the
Germans were not democratic at heart. Secondly, if the Allied statesmen desired the establishment of the



democratic traditions in Germany, they ought to have treated her leniently in 1919. It is rightly maintained
that the victorious Allies did not show much wisdom when they imposed very severe terms on the new
T Republican regime of Germany. The harshness of the terms of the tréaty, particularly the payment of
heavy reparations, the maintenance of foreign troops and the problems rose afterwards weakcncd the
foundaixons of the newly born democracy in Germany.

Further, the Allies with the intention of checking the rise of Germany created new statcs like Rumania.
Czechoslovakia and Yugoslavia to the east and south of Germany. But the Allies did not show any interest
in making these states powerful by offering financial atd military assistance.

Thus all these blunders commmed by the Alhes not only strengthened the Nazis bul also paved the
way for the nise of Hitler.

3. The Economic depression of 1929-30

. — The economic depression had its impacton Germany. International trade received a check. Industries
ware paralysed _Unemployment became acute. Ihe enormous expenses of the war, the payment of
atiens and the matitenance of foreign troops had aTvastating effect on the Weimer Republic. Further,
s large amount of paper currency, with out gold reserves, was printed and this process was continued.
Uormaay 'was undgr the firm grip of inflation. Thus Weimer Republic was in a sea of troubles and it was
00 weak o solve these problems. Further, the communists and the independent Socialists were trying o

overituow the Republic. It was under these cnrcumstances the Nazism under the leadership of Hitler started
vainy ground. -

-—

Meation may be made in this connection that at this ime the Germans cared more for a party which
would give them security, safety and glory. They were sick of treachery and cowardice of the Republican

politics who had brought the country to ruin. The Nazi party looked like a Manna from heaven to the
Jjermans.

{, The German thinkers.

The German thinkers like Hegel, Nietzsche and Tietsche promoted the authoritarian and totalitar-
ian iraditions. Hegel held the view that the “Srate was the march of God on earth”. Thus the individual ~
cxists for the sake of the state and not vice-versa. Nietzsche advocated the concept of “Super Man™ and
said that everything within the state should be subordinated to him. The Germans were very much influ-
caced by the theories of these German thinkers and formulated their own ideas of state.

5, The. personality of Hitler

Another important factor for the rise of Nazism was the personality of Hitler. Further, the clever usc
ol thc mass media by the Nazis for the propaganda purposes also had its impact on the Germans.

Hitler was a great pelitician and orator. Gifted by demonic dynamism and possessifig mesmeric
i powers, tic swayed the millions of frustrated Germans, and gave the i xmprcssnon of rescuing Gcnrnany from -

the despair into which she had sunk after the treaty of Versailles. « ,

e

Characteristics of Nazism | -

i.  Extremenationalism was one of the characterlstxcs of Nazism. It may be equated with
Italian Fascism and Japanese militarism. : .

ii.  Itwasanti-democratic in nature. The Nazi Germany suppressed all forms of democratic
forms by thc appllcatlon of represswc measures.



tii.  Anti-individualism was another characteristic of Nazism. The Nazis believed that
individual exists for the sake of the state and not the state exists to cater the needs ¥
the individuals. -

iv. Nazism was also marked by anti- communlsm The Nazis in-the bcgmnmg adopted -
friendly:posture towards the communists of. Germany and the Soviet Union only with
the intention of consolidating their position agairst the Social Democrats. In the next
stage they not only persecuted the Communists in Germany but also joined Anti-
Conunintern Pact with Japaan and ltaly in 1936-37.

v.  Nazism was for anti-peace. The economic crisis of 1929-30 enabled the Nazis to capture
nower in Germany. The Nazis thought that they would remain in power only through
perpetuating that crisis. In fact Germany, between 1933-36, recovered from the
economic crisis. But it was necessary for the Nazis ta create sorue other crisis inorder
to remain in power. Thus Hetler through his foreig grpolicy created an artificial crisis
not only.enabled Hitler to occupy the neighbouring countries but also paved the way
for the out break of the Second World War. R

_vi.  Nazism was pro-capitalist ia nature.

vii.  Anti-Semitism was the other characteristic of Nazism—Fhis was responsible for =—
developing hatred towards the Jews. The Nazis believed that the economic domination
of Germany by the Jews was responsible for the economic hardships faced by the
Germans. Most of the Jews in Germany were the money-lendecs and barkers. This
anti-Semitic character of Nazism explaias not oaly the persecution of Jews in Germany
and Europe but also responsible for the dcvelopmf‘nt of rac1al supermnly by the
Germans. - ’

Tt vise of Hitler and his Foreign policy | _

Hitler and the Nazi party offered what seemed to be an attractive alternative just when the Republic
was at its most incapable stage. It should be noted here that the latter day economic crisis also fostered the
gise of Hitler and Nazis. Hitler offered the following to the Germans to get their support to Nazi party.

i.  He offered to the Germans, national unity, safety, security and glory.

.  Creation of Greater Germany. This would include bringing all Germans (in Austnia,
Czechoslovakia and Poland) back mto the Rclch

ti.  Hitler and the Nazis promised to overthrow the Versalles Ssettlement SO unpopular
with the most of the Germans.

iv. The Nazi army created by Hitler attracted the young people who were out of work.
They were given wages and umform Thus the unemplpyment problems was solved to
some extent. : : - o -

v.  Hider and the Nazis attracted the wealthy lan&fowners: and,mdustrzalzsts ThC)
encouraged the Nazis because they feared a communist revolution. The Nazis wese
financed by the landowrers, industrialists and anti-communist forces.- .

The progress of the'Nazis in capturing power was gradual. The Nazis secured 32 seats in 1924, {07
in 1530 and 230 in 1932. Early in 1933 Hitler became the Chancellor of Germany. On the death of
Hindenbarg in 1934, he got himself elected as the President of Germany and thus combined in himself the
officeof the chanceﬂor and president. He abrogated the Weimer Constitution and himself became the
dictator of Germany.



Foreign policy ' ' - -

- Huler from 1933 until his death was supreme in Germany. The first half of this period was spent in *
preparation for war and-the war itself occupied the secoad half__

-~

Hitler's policy towards the countries R
of Seuth and East of Germany - 5

The rise of Hitler to power shocked the people and the rulers of Europe who had not forgotten his
utterenced {rom time to time. The real objective of his foreign policy lay in the south and east of Europe.
it was there that the German nationalism hoped to fulfil her objectives.

It was felt that the Germany had a growing population and it was only the south and eastern part of
Europe would give her more space to accommodate her population..

Ithas also been maintained that region was economically complementary to Germany. It was rich in
coal, oil and wheat whicR"Germany required forher development. While Austria had coal, she did not
oruduce grain. Hungary had grains, but not factories. Rumania had ores and oil but she had no markets.
The best results could be achieved only after one political power was established 1 the whole region and
that role was intended to be played by Germany under Hitler.

Hitler from the beginning followed the policy_of caution. He declared in ungguivocal terms that
Germany was determined to follow a policy of peace. He did this to avoid the mity among the Germany
enimies and 1o consolidate his position in Germany™In 1934 he entereddnto a Non-Aggression Pact with
Pedand for 10 years. This he did to show to the world that Germany was really interested in peace.

If Germany wanted to-advance southwards, she must make peace with her eastern neighbour, Poland.
Polish friendship was purchased by giving her a guarantee of peace for. 10 years. Hitler thought that he
conld aot win the Soviet Union on account of his persecution of communists and the Jews. Austria, was
also hostile as she feared her own security from the Nazis. Czechoslovakia was considered to be too small
1o be bothered about. Hence Hitler decided to enter into a friendly pact with Poland. Poland also had her
own reasons o join the pact. The German minorities had proved too much of an headache for her. Hence
she felt that the treaty with Germany would silence the German minorities and would be safe from the
perpetual nuisance. However, it was a stop-gap arrangement as for as Germany was concerned. As a
matter of fact, the Second World War started on the question of Poland.

55;'» Hitler's|in Austria

. ’)\)
&L

* Hitler showed interest in the Austrian affairs. He was an Austrian by birth and that partly explains
his interest in the affairs of Austria. The Austrians were also Germans. But the Allies, in the treaty of
Versailless, kept it separate from Germany with the intention of weakening it. In otherwards a powerful
Germany would be a source of menace to the peace and security of Europe. However, Germany would like
g) annex Austria and with that object in view, Hitler encouraged the Nazi agitators in Austria to capture the

overnment. At this time England, France and Italy rot only showed interest in Austria but also determined
1o maintain the independence of Austria. Hence the Nazi agitatieffi failed in Aystria. When it failed, Hitler
Ldeclafcd that he had absolutety no hand in the whole affair. - ' '

-

His attitude towards Saar Valley

After the failure in the affair of Austria, the Nazis and Hitler turned their attention towards Saar.
{The treaty of Versailles empowered France to occupy and exploit Saar for 15 years. However, it was
provided that after the lapse of that period, 2 plebiscite would be held with a view to allow the people of the



Saar to decide for themselves, whether they would like to go back to Germany or pot. Sucha plebiscite wa:
arranged in 1935 and in it the people expressed their will to join Germany . This recovery of the Saar vaiiey
added to the resotrces of Germany. It also revealed the cffectwencss of the Nazi techniques of propaganda

Violation of the military clauses of the.- o TR
treaty of Versailless \ )

The recovery of the Saar region made Hitler and the Nazis assertive and also aggressive. Hitler
declared that Genmany was not bound by the military clauses of the treaty of Versailles and as a consequence
the peace strength of Germany army was increased to 5 1/2 lakhs of soldfers. The German army was

increased by the application of the policy of conscription which was also against the provisions of the
treaty of Versailles.

Naval Agreement with England

In 1935 Hitler entered into a Naval Agreement with Great Britain by which Germany agreed to
limit the size of her navy to 35% of the strength of The British navy. By this agreement, Hitler was able to
remove the suspicion of England and win her to his side. However, this agreement was against the provisions
of the treaty of Versailles, which required Germany to maintain much smaller force that was allowed &y
the Angle-German Naval Agreement. This agreement was a master-stroke of Hitler's diplomacy.

-—

Igemilitarisation of Rhineland

The treaty of Versailles demilitarised the Rhineland and it also stated that the German (roops woiic

" not be stationed in that region. In 1936 Hitler violated these clauses and the German troops were marched

intp the Rhineland. This act of Hitler exposed both France and Belgium to the German dangcr acd all the
powers condemned HlﬂCFS action. But no action was taken against him.

Hitler and the Spamsh Civil War

Hitler and Mussolini intervened in the internal politics of Spain. In 1936 a civil war broke out in
Spain. The Republican government of Spain was supported by the Soviet Uniom and General Franco who-
stood for dictatorship was supported by Hitler and Mussolini. General Franco with the assistance of Ger-
many and [taly overthrow the Republican government and captured power. At this time England and
France followed the policy of neutrality and that was exploited by Hitler and Mussolini.

Hitler and the Anti-Commintern Pact- -

* In 1936, Germany entered into anti-Commintern Pact with Japan. In 1937, ltaly also joined the
Pact and thus Rome-Berlin-Tokyo Axis came into existence. Germany and Japan came together as both of
them were opposed to communism. The same is the case with Mussolini. It was at this time Japan created
Manqhzqi_a'n__cr_is(s' and Mussolini Abyss’inian crisis.

Annexation of Austria by Hitler -, 7
It may be stated here that in 1934 Mussolini opposed Hitler on the qucsuon of Austria. After &
Anti-Commintern Pact with Germany Mussolint agreed to give Hitler a free hand in Austria. Havmg

_removed the Italian hurdle;, Hltler decided to annex Austria.

In 1936 Hitler entered into a pact with Austria and as a consequence cordial refations existed be-
tween these two countries. Then with the instigation of Germany, Nazis made violent demonstratioas i -
Austria. Due to the pressure from Hitler, the Austrian Chancellor agreed to take the Nazi leaders of Austria
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into his cabinet. Next it was announced that plebiscite would he held in 1938 to decide whether Austria
would like to remain independent or merge hetself with Germany. Arthur Seys, the Nazi mrinister of
Anteriqrin Austria, thought that the time was not suitable for conducting the plebiscite because the. Nazis
did not fave sufficient time for propaganda. So he presented to the Austrian Chancellazwith an ultimating
demanding either his resignation or the postponement of the plebiscite. Further, he was told thatin case he
failed to do so, the-German troops would eniter Austria. The result was that the Adstrian Chancellor not
only cancelled the plcblscntc but also resigned. Aurhur Seys became the Chancellor of Austria and in his
new position, he invited Hitler to come and save ‘Austria from internal chaos. The German army and
airforee rushed to Austria and occupled it. Hitler himself went to Vienna - the capital of Austria. At this
time the Western Democratic countries practically did nothing. The annexation of Austria was of great
importance and help to Germany. .

i.  The Austrian National Bank brought to the German trcasdry 20 million pounds of gold
and foreign exchange.

iL. Gcnnany came into direct contact with Italy, Hungary and Yugoslavia.

Am&@xatmn of Czechoslovakia by Hitler -

. Hitler then tumned his attention towards Czechoslovakia. This country was created by the Peace of

“9"4 25 of 1919. Her greatest weakness was that she had many minorities in her population and the most

mporiant among them was the Sudatan Germans. Hitler had special reasons to intervene on behalf of the
md ainn Germans. - =

- 1. The Sudatanland had strategic importance. If this region came under the control of

Hitler, it would become easy for him to penetrate into Southern Europe.

ti.  Further, this rééion was industrialised. Its occupation was to add (o the industriat out
put of Germany.

However, there were certain difficulties for its occupation.

i, Czechosslovakia had a large number of forts in the Sudatenland. Hence it is not easy
to conquer that region.

it.  Besides, Czechoslovakia was bound by treaties with France and Soviet Union.

However, Hitler decided to deal with Czechoslovakia as he pleased. In this connection he exploited

... the passive policy followed by the western democratic powers. The Sudatan Germans were encouraged to

stage demonstrations against their government. Hitler at this time demarided the right of self-determination
for the Sudaten Germans. He declared that if the latter could not defend themselves, they would be helped
by Germany.”

The_Soviet Union, at this time, proposed a conference with England, France and U.S.A. and ex-

o pressed her willingness to take part in any collective action that might be taken to defend Czechoslovakia

aganst Germany. The proposals were not accepted. The Sudatgas were detcrmmcd to Jonr(‘Gcrmany The

westcm powers were in a very ditficult position and they did not know what to do. If they supported

pzu‘ wsslovakia, there was the certainity of a war in' which every one was tikely to be involved. If they did

not support her, she could not be expected to resist the German pressure signel-handed and in this war of
erves Hitler won.

Chamberlin, the British Prime Minister, decided to prevent war by following the policy of
fppeasement. He met Hitler in. 1938 and he was frankly told that nothing could stop the war unless the
{%‘udaﬁ,sn Germans were given the right of self-determination. At last Great Britain and France asked

-



Czechoslovakia to agree to the immediate transfer to Germany of the areas inhabited by a populatids ¥

more than 50% Germans. CzeThoslovakia agreed. However, at this stage, Hitler increased his deanw

which were considered by Chamberlin as unreasonable and he refused to do more than refer them to the
government of Czechoslovakia. It was decided that if Ggrmany attacked Czechoslovakla the latter would
be supportcd by Great Britain and France. War preparations were started. At this stage President Roosevelt
made a "Peace Conference” proposal to Hitler to settle the matter amicably. Then Chamberlin told Hitler,
"“You can get the essertials with out the war and with out delay”. At the same time Mussolini asked Hitles
to settie the matter péaccfully without goiag for war. Camberlin met Hitler and after prolonged discussions
concluded Munich Pact in 1938. The provisions of the Pact are as follows.

i.  Czechoslovakia was to evacuate all the territory OCCuplCd by the Sudaten Germans
with out damaging the existing installations.

ii.  The government of Czechoslovakia was to be held rcsponsible'if any damage was
done to those installations. =

iii. The territory o be evacuated by Czechoslovakia was to be occupied by the German
troops.

_iv.  An International Cotmmission was o be sct up to decide in which areas the plebiscite
- wastobe held.

v.  The Sudaten German prisoners who were serving the terms of imprisonment for political
offences should be released.

[t is rightly said that the heart of the lamb. of Czechoslovakia was butchered in the midnight by a
knife supplied by Chamberlin. Ribbontrop, the foreign minister of Germauny, said : “The old man
(Chamberlin) has signed the death warrant and now it is for us to fix the date”. The Munich Pact was the
culmination of appeasement and warrant of death for the western democracies

"It was a symbol of the
collapse of collective security”. -

The western powers were not prepared for war. There was.a strong belief in France and Great
Britain, that ifter having got everything in Czechoslovakia, the attention of Hitler would be diverted towards
Soviet Russia, the two dictatorships would get involved in a life and death struggle and thereby exhaust
themselves. The western democracies were likely to gain under these circumstances. Chamberlin also
believed that the apetite of Hitler was limited. His view was that Germany and Italy had certain gricvances
and if those were redressed, peace would be maintained in Europe. That is the reason why Chamberlin
persisted i the policy of appeasement inspite of warning from Winston Churchill.

-~

« Hitler first maintained friendly relations with Poland and even concluded Non-Agression Pact in
1934. With the passage of time, the attitude of Hitler towards Poland began-to change. It was said that the
German minorities in Poland were being oppressed. Poland was asked to give back Danzig to Germany.
Poland refused to accept the demand of Germany. At this time Poland was backed by England and France.

Then Germany not only abrogated her Non-Agression Pact of 1 934 but also repudwted the Anglo-Gersits
Naval Agreement of 1935_ s

Hitler, before attacking Poland, sent Ribbontrop to -‘Sbvict _Union to concludc Non-Agressfén Pact
between Germany and Soviet Union. This was realised in August 1939. This mastroke of diplomacy of
Hitler weakened the defences of Poland, England and France. '

Hitler after neutralising Gerinany and weakening and defences of Poland, on Ist September 1939,
attacked and occupied Poland. Thus the unsatiable imperialistic hunger of Hitler and the Nazis created the
"Polish Crisis". This became one of the potential factorsfor the out break of the Second World War.

-



Fascism in Italy‘
F acwrs responsible for the rise of Fascism - -

. laly, though onomally the member of the Tnp]c Alliance, deserted it and joined thc
Allies in the First World War. Although Italy fought on the side‘of the Allies during
the First World War, she was not happy at the Peace Settlement. ltaly did not get what
had been promised to her by the Treaty of London of 1915. The interests of Italy and
Yugoslavia conflicted and hence the Allies favoured Yugoslavia. Italy was cheated
and hence frustrated and simmering with discontentment.

ti.  The War had disastrous effect on the economy and standard of living on I[taly and
Italians. The government had borrowed money very heavily from the U.S.A. and these
debts now had to be repaid.

iii.  The economic depression of 1929-30 added insult to injury. The trade and commerce
received set back. The industries were paralised. The unemployment problem became
acute. The inflaTion reigned supreme. Thus the economy of Italy was in a battered state
and she was on the brank of economic bankruptcy.

iv.  Besides, the liberal parliamcnta;y systent of government introduced in ltaly, like the
Weimer Republic of Germany, failed to solve the problems. Corrupt politics reigned
supreme™The government failed to get the required support from people.

v.  The peace and tranquility became rare in Iialy. A wave of strikes in 1919 and 1920
accompanied by violence, looting of shops and occupation of factories digturbed the
normal life of Italians.

1t was under these circumstance the Fascist Party and Mussolini came not only to lime light and
successfully captured power.
“The basic characteristics of Fascism -

1. ltstood for extreme nationalism.

—

1L

il

it, like Nazism, advocated totalitarian or authoritarian system of government.

It aimed at establishing one party government and state, wherein individual was the
subordinate of the state.

1t stood for vnolcnce and war.

It was anti-communist.
vi.  Itlaid emphasis on economic self-sufficiency and militarism.

vii.  [talian Fascism deviates sharply from the German Nazism in one respect. Nazism laid

unicommon importance on the racial superiority of the Germans. Tlus concept is

conspicusly absent in ltalian Fascism. s

viii.  Fascists always advocate aggresswe foreign pohcy s

Mussolini successfully exploited the conditions that prevailed i in Italy and ultimately captured power
and started ruling Italy like a double distilled dictator. He, like Hitler, followed an aggressive foreign
policy to win the support of the Italians. He resolved to raise the prestige of Italy. He would hke to revive
the glories of the Roman Empire.

: Further, the ltalxans had not forgolten the humiliation to which they were subjected after thé First
World War.



Another factor which prompted Mussolini to foliow aggressive foreign policy was that the need fsr
the.colonies to provide an qutlet for hundreds and thousands of people deprived of work in the fatherland.
and no longer emigrate abroad on account of the limitations imposed on immigration by foreign countries.

Mussolini, ia the bcgmmng diverted his attention towards the south-castem part of Europe. In
1920, Italy had to surrender Dodacanése islands to Greece according to the terms of the treaty of Severes.
But she gofthem back by the treafy of Laussane in 1923. Mussolini made peace with Yugoslavia according
to which Fiume was divided between ltaly and Yugoslavia. In 1926, Mussolini concluded a treaty with
Albania according to which Albania became practically a dependent of lraly.

Mussotini, then turned his attention towards Abyssinia and many factors were responsible for the
same.

i.  The population of Italy was on the increase and this became a cause of concern for
“wussolini. To solve this problem he had to acquire some territory to rehabilitate the
surplus population.  —

ii. [taly wanted raw materials to feed hier industries and markets for finished-products.

iii. It was also necessary to divert the attentior: of the people from their miserable-economic
' conditions at home.

-——

tv.  Abyssinia was also of great strategic value to ltaly. It could link the [talian possessions

in Somaliland. From Abyssinia, Italy also could afford to attack the British positions
tn the Sudan. -

v.  From the attitude of the League of Nations and the Great Powers towards the conquest
of Manchuria by Japan, Mussolini had come to the conclusion that inspite of the principle
of Collective Security, no body was going to stop him from conquering Abyssinia.
Resolutions might be passed condemning his action, but no solid help would be given
to the ruler-and the people of Abyssinia.

In 1935, Mussolini ordered the Italian troops to invade Abyssinia.The matter was taken to the
League of Nations by the emperor of Abyssinia. Great Britain France and the League of Nations tried to

stop the Abyssinian adventure of Mussollm But invaia. In 1936 the Italian army conquered Abyssinia and
its emperor left his country.

The conquest of Abyssinia by Mussolini was a flagrant violation of the Covenent of the League of
Natians and, the League was completely discredited. In 1936, the Anti-Commintern Pact was concluded
between Germany and Japan. [n 1937 Italy joined the Pact and thus the Rome-Berlin-Tokyo-Axis came into
gxistence. Hitler referred to this Axis as “Grear World Political Triangle". Thus the Abyssinian crisis
created by Mussolini became another cause for the out break of the Secand World War.

‘Militarism in Japan : S S
Japan became ore of the powertul countries in the Far East in-the 20th century. The Japanese

militarism also paved the way for the out break of the Second %W orld War. Sgveral factors were responsible
for the rise and growth of militarism in Japan and some of them are as follows.

-

. Japan, like Italy, faced the problem of over population. This problem forced Japan to
go for fresh lands. _

ii.  During the Maji Era Japan witnessed tremendous growth of industries. But the raw
materials were not available in Japan, Thus the urge for raw materials to feed the
industries stimufated militarism in Japan.

—_—



iii. The serach for theprotected markets is said (0 be the other factor that was responsible
for the rise and growth of imperialism and militarism in Japan.

4

iv. By the end of the 19th centumy and Tirthe beginning of the 20th century possession of
colonies had become a symbol of status. The more the colonies a nation po‘ssessed the

- greater was its strength and status: Japan anxxous to acquire world powcr status, ~
developed imperialjstic designs. - ’

v. The emergence of Expansionist Societies, like Black Dragon Society, spread
expansionist doctrines. This in turn paved the way for militarism.

vi.  The western imperialism in the neighbourhood of Japan also influenced the Japanese
leaders to pursue the path of militarisra.

vii.  The failure of responsible party government, like in Germany and Italy, and lack of

~ faith in democracy-sjade Japan to clung tenaciously to the traditional authoritarian
concepts which were based on the glorification of the emperor.

vit.  Another factor which fostered the growth of militasism in Japan was the economic

depression. This literally paralysed the economy of Japan. The democraiic government
failed to solve the problems posed by the depression.

All these factors ultimately brought Japan under the control of militarists. The army and the
_pansionists began to propagate thre idea of Japanese occupation of Manchuria and a forward policy in
“ina could alone solve many vexed economic problems faced by Japan.

Japan, in the first instance, occupied Manchuria and thereby created the Manchuria crisis. When
the League of Nations condemned the act of Japan, she left the League in anger.

The occupation of Manchuria did not satisfy Japan's geo-‘poiitical ambition. In 1937 there started a .
war between China and Japan, although no formal declaration of war was made. Not only Naking but also
peking fell flat at the feet of the Japanese troops. Further, to strengthen her position Japan entered into
Anti-Commintern Pact with Germany. This was the beginning of the Berlin-Tokyo-Rome Axis. Pan-Japanese
programme of conquest and expansion was bound to result in war and peace was impossible in such
¢ircumstances.

ldeological differences between the dictatorship and democratic countries

There was-a conflict of idealogies between the dictatorships and democracies. Germany, Japan and
ltaly gepresent dictatorship idedlogy-whereas-England, France and U.S.A. rcpresentdcmocrauc ldeology

Mussolini described the conflict between the two ideologies thus :

"The struggle between the two worlds cannot permit no compromise. Either We or
They."

Basically thie distinction bcbween the two ideologies lay i m their attitude towards the individual to
the state. In the case of democracy, the mdwxdual was regarded a;,éhe creafor and the benefictaryof all the .
state activities. Under the totalitarian regime, the individual had to subordinaté everythmg to the state.

The democratic states stodd for the maintenance of status quo in political, and territorial 1 matters
and werg described as “the Haves”. They had no immediate expansionist aims because they had alrwdy
acquired what they desired.

The Axis powers,.on the other hand were called "the Have-nots”. They demanded additional
territories. Japan was land hungry and she was determiried 1o established her supremacy in the Far East.

-



- the limitations placed on them.

-

She was not prepared for any compromlsc and willing to fight with any.country which dared to intervene
in her spherc of #fluence. The same was the case \vlth Gcrmany and Italy, '

The Germans considered themselves to be a “Master Race” and were not prcnarc:d to put up with

Under these circumstances a conflict was absolutely inevitable.

Weakness of the democratic states and a sense of
over-confidence in the strength of the Axis powers

Great Britain and France, soon after the Pease Settlement of 1919-20, began to drift apart from each
other. Great Britain begain to follow thepolicy of isolation and aloofness from the European politics. She
was bothered more about her trade and commerce rather than European politics. She thought that she was

more to gain from the economic recovery of Germany.than by quarretling over the question of war debts,
reparations, etc. -

The attitude of France was different. She felt that while German population was increasing, her
own population was decreasing. There was also possibility of Germany having her revenge for her
tumiliation of 1919. France asked for guarantees from Great Britain and the United States and when she
failed to get them, she entered into military atliances with countries like Poland, Czechoslovakia and
Belgium. Unfortunately her alliances were more of liabilities than assets and hence she did not enjoy a
sense of security. Under these circumstances, she continued to oppose every effort to revise the Pease
Scttlement of 1919, In 1935 she eatered into an alliance with Soviet Russia and made an agreement with
[taly. Inspiie of these alliances she felt that her secusity was threatened.

If the democratic states had been ready for a war when the Axis powers launched upon a career of
conquest and agression, there is reason Lo believe that a check could have been put on them. However, that

was not to be. The weakness of their military strength and the division in the ranks gf the democratic states
encouraged the Axis powers.

The policy of appeasement also contributed'towards war. The various concessions given to Hitler
and Mussolini from time to time convinced that Great Britain and France would never fight whatever be
the provocation. It was this feeling which encouraged them on the war path.

Failure of the disarmament policy

It was realised the militarism was one of the important causes for the outbreak of the First World
Wan The treaty of Versailles not only disarmed Germany but also expected that the other powers would
follow suit so that peace could be maintained in the world. As a matter of fact, Great Britain began to
disarm herself gradually and she followed that policy to a danacrous point of national security.

France was asked to do likewise but she refused to do so on the ground of national security. The

same was the case with the other countries of Europe.

P

Disarmament conferences were held and eamnest attempts were madv torlimit the arraed race. But
tie cfforts were not crowned with success. The result was that when Hitler came to-power in Gerrany he -
decided to scrap those clauses of the treaty of Versailles vhich put limitations on the German armaments.
The German air force began to grow and came to be recognised as one of the strongest air forccs in Europe.
in 1935, conscription was introduced in Germany. The Rhineland was remilitarised and occupxed by the
German troops. The same was the case in Japan and Italy The military preparations of the Axis Powers
forced the democratic states to arm themselves. Militarism and flagrant violation of the disarmament °
policy in both the camps were ’oox.nd to result ultimately in an armed conflict



The weakness of the League of Nations™

Unfortunately, when hostility was growing between the two camps there was no effective interna-
tional organisation which could briag the leaders of the two camps on 3 common platform and bring about
reconciliation between them.

The League of Nations practically dead. 1t had ceased 1o exist as an effective palitical force afles
her failure on the question of Manchuria and Abyssinia. Both big and small states lost their confidence in
that international organisation and the only alternative left was that the parties should have a trial of
strengih by an armed conflicr. 1t was unfortunate that the very people who could have worked for the

success of the League were not honest-and made sincere in their actions. They all tried to use the League
to secve their personal ends.

Problems created by the national minorities —

During the course of the first World War and when it was about to be terminated the &merican
President Woodro Wilsen announced his famous Fourteen Points of which the principle of national self-
¢ nination was the most prominent one. Its application was conditioned by sucfy factors as economic
nrcessity, military defence, religious and political traditions and punishing of the defeated nations.

In some areas of Central Europe the principle could not be applied as the national minarities were
iniermixed in such a way that the drawing of a clear-cut frontiers yere not possible. The result was that the
wembers of one naonality were included in the boundaries of the other states in which they were in
wioority. 77 is these minority groups which became the hot-beds of discontment and dessent.

1f it is true that the First World War was fought for the self-determination of nationalism, why was:
Ausiria forbidden to unite with Germany? Why a large part of Germany was put under foreign rule?
Germany under Hitler raised the cry that the Germans were being mercilessly persecuted and she had
svouy Tight 10 liberate them. That served as a convenient pretext to Hitler for the-annexation of Austria, the
Sudatenland and subsequently Poland which led to the Second World War. -

{ourse of the war

The German invasion of Poland was the starting g point of the war. When the Germans were smashing
thr: Polish resistence, Russians also invaded oiand from the east. The result was that Poland was conquered
and divided between Russia and Germany.

In 1939 Russia attacked Finland and demanded a part of Finnish territory. Russia had no faith in
Germany. It was feared that Germany might conquer Finland and thereby endanger the safety of Russia,

In 1940, Germany occupied Denmark, Norway, Belgium and Holland. France was attacked- by

Germany from the side of Belgium. France could not stand the might of Germany and she surrendered in
1940.

Italy joined the war after the collapse of Frarice. After the entry of Italy into the war, the conflict

started between Ttaly and Great Britain in North Africa. Mussolini w;lh the help of the Germang captured
Greece, Create and Yugoslavia. 4

_ At this time Britain was left all alone in Europe. Undcr lhe dynamic lvadcrshlp of Churchill, Great
F}‘ii_ﬂm was able to pull herself up. In 1940 Germany attacke_d Britain. But the royal airforce of Britain
spodled the German astempts in the batile of Britain. The battle of Britain was the turning point in the war..
i wyideat Roosevelt of US.A. and Churchill met on.the board of a ba attleship and drafted a document
‘m(‘wn as the Atlantic Charter in which the war aims were enunaated
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In the South East Asia Japan created anxious moments to the Allies. J apan in 1941 attacked Peari
Harbour and this brought U.S.A. into the war. General MacArthuc was made the supreme commarider i

the Pacific and Lord Mountbatten was given the command of South East Asm with his hcadquarterc at
Delhi. _ g

In the African front the war was fought from 1941 to 1943. Abyss'iniya, Italian Somaliland as:
Tripoli were captured by Montgomery. North ATrica was cleared off from the German and Italian troop:.
Then the mainland of Italy was attacked. At this time there occurred a revolt in Italy. Mussolini was
arrested and shot dead in 1945.

Britain and U.S.A. made preparations in 1943 - 44 for the invasion of the continent. The Germass
were expelled from France. General Eisenhower crossed the Rhine and moved towards the river Elba, the
Russians also invaded Germany from the east. The Germans could not to afford fight on two fronts and

Hitler, Goebbels and Himmler committed suicid:,;and their successors surtendered unconditionally on
May Tth, 1945. - -

After the fall of Germany and ltaly, Great Britain and U.S.A. concentrated their forces against
Japan. On 6th August 1945, an atom bomb was droppcd on the city of Hiroshima and it is estimated that

more. than one lakh of people died. Japan even then refused to surrender. Another bomb was dropped on
the city of Nagasaki. On 14th August 1945, Japan surremdered unconditionally

—

Brovisions -
1. ltaly i

-—

She has to give up her right over the Greece, the Rhodes and the other Dodecanes
islands. She renounced her riht over the African colonies and fec'ognised the
independence of Albania and Abyssinia. She has to submit to the demilitarisation of
frontiers with France and Yugoslavia. A very heavy war indemnity was levied.

2. Germany

Germany was divided into four zones, each of which was administered separately
by the occupying powers. Berlin came under the joint occupation and each occupying

power was assigned a sector of the city. An Inter - Allied Body was charged with the
function of governing the cjty as a whole.

In 1947, Great Britain and the United States established economic unttyof their

two zones: Their invitation to join them was accepted by France and rejected by the
Soviet Union.

In 1948, a new currency was put into circulation in west Gcrmany In 1949 a
constu‘utlon was introduced and Bon became its capital.-

The Russians also framed a constitution for thgu own zone. Germany was. caught '
in a Cold War. In June 1948, Soviet Union cut off all communifations by land and
water between the western zone of Germany and Berlin. The western powers resorted

to what is known as the "Berlin-Airlift", which losted for 10 months. Ultimately the
Russians were forced to lift the blockage.

In 1952, the western states entered into an agreement with the west Germany
by which the Federal Republic of Germany got virthally autonomy in foreign and
domestic affairs. In 1955 she became the member of the NATO.



3. Japan

In 1951 a peace treaty was signed wi.t_.h Japan. By this Japan was askedv to
recognise the independence of Korea. Japan renounced her glaims aver Formosa, Korile
islands and Sakalin. She gave up all special rights and interests in China. She agreed

Y

to maintain stable and fncndly trading and maritime relations’ with all the signatories -

of the treaty.

Importance of the war

L.

1.

—

iv.

=

vi.

European domination of the world, already in decline in 1939, was now seen to be
over. The United States of America and the Soviet Union became the leading states,
with China and Japan also playing an important role in world affairs. _

Towards the end of the war the hormony that had existed between the U.S.A, Soviet
Union and Great Britain began to evaporate and atthe suspicions came to the fore
again. The relations between the Soviet Russia and the west soon became so difficult
that although no actual armed conflict took place directly between the two opposing
camps, the decade after 1945 saw the first phase of the Cold War which continued
inspite of several ‘thaws’ into the 1980s. This means that instead of allowing their
mutual hostility to express itself in open fighting, the rival powers confined themselves
to attacking each other with propaganda and economicmeasures and with a general
policy of non-cooperation. Thus the Cold War was one of the results of the Second

World War.

- The Japanese occupation of the European controlled territories such as Malaya and

-

-

—-——

Singapore. French Indo-China and Dutch Indonesia ended the tradition of European

invincibility.

The Japanese domination of Philippines, Malaya, Indo-China, Indonesia not only
weakened the Earopean domination but also intensified the independence movements
in Asia and Africa.

The leaders of many of these newly emerging nations in Asia and Africa met in
conferénce at Algiers (1973) and made it clear that they regard-themselves as a Third
World. By this they meant that they wished to remain neutral or non-aligned in the
struggle between the two worlds - communism and-capualum Thus the war saw the .

birth of non-aligned policy.

The United Nations Organisation emerged as the successor-of the League of nations
to try and to maintain peace in the world. On the whole it was more successful in its
achievements than its unfortunate predecessor. :

$ oo

-

a - -



~34-

' §)CI!_\L,_I'ST AND LABOUR MOVEMENT IN EUFOPE -
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G IAL LT OYEMENT i~

Lﬁourgeois or middle—claSs rule superseded the -

domination of the absolute monarchles and arlstocracy

of the cld reagime. Wwhen the _new" govornments were.
establiched, leglslation restricting business enterprlses
was abollshed and little, if anything, ‘was done to
improve conditions of the workers. . Socialkm was,AtherarA
fore, tha Proletariat's (vorkers') answer to—the re s—
trictisns impesed upon them by middle-chass rule. “The

socialist 1dea of polltlcal organisation has many

-

variationas, ranglng from legislative reform without dis-
turbing the political structure of the state tQ a general
overtnrow of

—

existing governments and the establighment
of pbiitiqﬁlrorder controlled by the workers.

1. RIGIIJ OF SJCIALISM fee

The roots of Socialism can be traced to the
French. Revolution, when all sorts of 1deas for the
reconstruction of the society were born. Baneuf, the
2Father of EbCLalism" advocated compulsory. nationali— -
sation of wealth 500131 equallty and abolition of
property. " Baneuf popularised his kdeas thrOVgh his
own newspjpers and through wany pupular songs that he

. ... . spsnsored, Charged with causing an uprising, he was’
arrested and executed 1n l797. N

Il GFDVIN OF SOCIAL IST Movmtm s

jﬁ) Eaxlv or Ytopian Socialigm X* _,

P »'- . ' R Va
A group of idballsts, intluding saint Siron,

Owen and- Yourier, sponsored what bas becn called

sjtopian’ $ocial ismf, named’ after Sic ‘Thomasg Mnre§

iYtopiat. THey recommenddd varontary furmation of

social- groups into ‘large groups,. family likeuorgaf :

niszitiong, in orderthat iﬁ&iudit could live together.

- 3‘35%



{A) Seint simon (1760-1825) 2 ‘
One <t the many French men who f0ught in the
Amerlcan Fevoluti»n under Washington, spent a fortune
on an unsuccessful social e xperiment. - He advocated .

commun owrnership of all land . and caivital to be managed

scientifically by the State. His slogan was : ®From

each according to his capacity and to each accarding to
his need".

w@m&u@u@:

Experiments at New Lanark in Engband and at New

—Harmony in Indiana are good_examples ef their efforts -
to form ideal communities of workers and their families.

f ) Fo nclec (1772-1837])

“Anothsx-Frenchman, helieved that peOple should be-
- givided into industrial conmunities.

The earnings should
“be divided,

after each cltizen was given a stated sum,

giving labour five parts, capital four, and talent three )
parts of the remainder. Several attempts were made

to carry out his plan.

The Utopian Socialists had only a small following,
even among the working class. Their ideas were too )
iheoretical and idealistic to be carried out, but they
did attrect the attention of reformers to the need far
change, anc thus indirectly accomplished a great deal.
_ But till the midcle of the. 19tb cantury (1850), t
o Sosialist Movement hod made little headway i Europe, both
in England the continental countries.

(2) Marxian SDClallsm e

-y

Karl Marx (18L8‘1883) was the foundor of - scféntiflc
Socialism or Marxian Socialism. He formulated hig
iheory and then proceadaed to sketch the kind of society
that he desired. He provided the workingmen's

orga isation with a social philosophy and a prégramme

for social reform. The -"Communist Manifegto®, one of

.‘o 311"
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tie most famous ‘ddcuments in thé histary of socxallsm,
was wrlvtun by him.and his co-worker, Frederick Engels

f'(15204I395) dufing the Paris Revollition of 1848. This~

was an impassioned appeal to.the workers of Eur&pe -

to unite and throw off thelr chains. *Das. Capital“ was
_o much wore detyiled and scholarly work on the Socio-

list theory. Modern scientific soc1allsm is based cn
these two works. The two basic principles involved

are the-theory of value .and the materialistic Cdﬁception
of history. The infiuepee of Marx would be difficult
to over estimate. The Russian Communist state was based
upon_his'fundamental concepts, and since its origfﬁ=

it has teen a great influence on the Proletariat.

(3) Fabian Socialism 1

Marsian Socialism, as has beon noted, was
dlstlnctly revolutionaxye. It preached the 1nevitability
of cluss war. Not all soclal-minded people mers willing
to go that far. 4An influential group, vhich sponsoured
what i1s ca led 5Evolutiona§1\sac1alism' was the Fabian
Society Lﬁ-gggland. It was organised in 1884 with an

aim for ®the reorganisation of soclety by the emanci-

"pation of land and ind0stri3l capital from individual

and class ownership, and vesting them in the community
for the -ommon benefit®. = The members were mainly
journalists, artists, literéry men and womén,-social
workers and teachers. They took- their name” fewm the
Roman general, Quintus Fabius, known for his delaying~

tactics. They sprcad thelr propaganda thrOUgh the
publication of pamphlets.

The Fablans, unlike Marx, do not attack capital
as belng stolen funds .of labour, byt admit that the 7°
capitalist has a useful part to play in society. -
The capitalists deserved a reward for the. organisatlon
of industry-but ultimately they should be suspended
by paiﬁ employcrs. The Fablans bellieved that there

.32/~



wexre mady values created
which should be used not

wholly by the COénunity, ' ‘
for private prOflt but for
‘the benufit of. they whole community. Ihe Lnstrupeﬁts . Y
of production should be utilised for the general . A

welfare, instcad of being éxploited for the enrich- :
ment of the_?ew. (

- A ¢
(4) gyncicalism :—

Ancther form of social control that attracts
attention is syndicaslisme It is based on frade-
union organigation,- which_}s considered‘io be -the ¢
foundztion of the new society and tho means wheraby
it can b: brought into existence.

It accepts the (
Marxian theory of an inevitable ztruggle hetwBen

capital and labour, and pxposes the abolition—of pri- ¢
vate ownership of the means ot production. _This

rrovides for a producer's control, giving the workers -

political affairs af the 1
to bhe more the product of o
‘the workers than any other form of socialism and, ¢

conéequertly, is much more in confirmity with thelr needs .
Ias efficiency is also emphaslsed. 1f workars own and
contrdl the industey in which ‘they work, they will have
a greater personal interst in the ~conduct of the plant {

and enjoy a greater amount of freedom than that offered
- by the capitallstlc system.

. M_&@gllﬁm : S . -
. | : (
Guild Socialism, which is closely assocliated vwlth

Syndicalism, aimed at ®the aholition of the wage
system,

charge ot the ecomomic and
state. Syndicalism claims

and the establishment of self-qgovemment - 1
in industry by the workers, through a democrafic' A
system of national guildg, working in conjutﬁction - !
with other democratic functional organisatlon: in the
commnity®. Power and rcsponsibility in soclety wsore
to be related and prpportional to the importance of (
the work that the individuals perform. @Grild ,

gocialists belicved that industry should be supervisad ¢



by technical éipééfs and

andt.hy unskilled wOrkmﬂn.ﬂ.
Furtheerre the intérests

Of the cOnsulmaer ware tO be
taken inﬂq_cgﬁsidétatiﬁn’

. This they proposed to
guarantec through c>nsumer's LOUDCllS, which

e

actlng
in ccoperotion with orsducer s guilds, would fix

prices and contxol the distrlbution of goods.

(6) - Anagchigm i

The most racical form of sccialism is anarchieme. I
Orlgmally, the anarChlstS'were affiliated thh the

coomunists, but they. w:re espelled in 1869 at.the fourth

congr:ss >f the First. Intarnatianaf; Uncer the leaden-

—ship of Bakynin (18i4—1876) and Krogotkin (1842~1921),
a2 Separat: 7rganlsation was fermcd. They pr- ached tha
destruction of Cxlstlng govarnments and, they stood

for a theory of life and conduct under which society
is ¢onceived without gdvernment and harmony in such

a society being obtailned fiot by submission to law,

or by obedience to any authority, but by free agreements
concluded between warious gr,ups-

"The Anarchists wera
not detin: te

as to how this state of socieﬁf could Be
brought alrout 8nd were not specific in the stipulation
of how it could be maintained after it had bean brought
about. However, they were guite definite i their
criticism of existing forms of goVernment.

II;_gggg;emg'and P;ospeq;g_of the spcggggg; Egyement:

A considerable number of people no longer accept
political democracy as the >kast work In gdvginment.

In faot, thare are  many who contend -tha demdcracy has
fallod.'

The rise in.the'power and 1nfluence of the

proletariat has been accompaniéd withaincrcase¢
tolerition of socialisim.

//'

- Demacracy-has been condemnad !

as an agency of. the bourgeoksis (for the suppression
%0f the proletariatd Sabiallst-thoories, inspitc of

their growtig popularity;, have many fundamental waak—

nessas. All forms of socialiem are based on- the

_f;.34/“
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assumptlon that men are willing to work for the common

gnod cf sa(lety and not for their own pecunlary profit. ' ‘

This assunmtlon seems questionable. The incentive

"to do better finoncially than one's neighbour is one Of

the most dynamic forces to spu~ men to greater thlngs. ‘

There are, of course, way; and incentives to make (
2To consume without producing® is regarded
by the g¢ocialists as a sin and subject to punishment.

man work.

How well it con be enforced remains to be seen. The

question'of administration of the Scioslist state is a - '
prﬁhlem_Of great magnitude. Most Spcialists believe in
the necessity of a fundamental change in e xistlng poli~

tical system. what adequate substitution can be made 7

Chacs has followed practically evary socialist experiment.
Centralisation of authority destroys the Socialist aim. (
Something mist be found as a substitute for the state.

Someé Gentral authority to regulate econumic and social

activities in a harmohibus group seems indigpensable. BRe-
venlusionary socialists{ by far the mos t dynamlc graup,
insist upon thé-complete destruction of the capitalistic
system. This would mean, not only a long peTiad cf : ‘
¢haos, but also the destruction of many important contri-—
butions tha:. we owe to Capitalism. The risk of a re-
veslution is great and the ruling class that émef@éé'from
it may not be what the idealist prefers. However, these
dangess. are not insurmountable. abstacles. .

LABOUR MOVEMENT IN EURGPE +

From the beginning of the 19th century the European
states attempted to regulate labour in order to prdtect
the workmen from unscrupulous employers. - and though
-lmprovements in the working conditions wére umde,/ln
most cases factory legislation did not go- far enovgh _
t0 statisfy the labour groups. Labourercs ultimately T -
fOUhd after palnful experience, that by forﬂdng combl-

nations and working together they could make their
demands mach more impressive. . |
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Thire werc many preblems facing such Atte@{s,

The best type of organisation, the way to appeal‘{u fﬁ**'

workers, déssension in thsir own ranks, 41fficulty of

agreement on 3ims, and: the best manner of confronting

employers werc questione that brought
and a wvariety sf opintons.

fbr%ﬁ mahy plans

Lesders ware agreed pn'typ things 1

(a)—replacement of individual Bargaining; between
wowkmen and amployer. vwith colloctive barzgaining

£Q1 the purpost of obtaining a -stonderd wSge and
standard working haurs, and

{b) a united front on the part of labour to preveént

one perons from underselling lahour in general..
The aim was to use peaceful negotiationg buér—
if that method failed, A strike might be ugéd as~-
a leat resort. The labour movemgnt in modern
“urope has followed three lines of devslopment,

viz., Unionism, coopaeration and politics.

XI. Beqinning of Labhour Moyement :

(1) Guild d System :

-

Probebly the first semblance of a modern. trade-

union cisnbe found- jJ\ the 1ggxnvgggu1~g~§gg1_ggjg§u1a
in the 3uilds in the 17th century. The Bouimeyman
did not carry his demands far, becau:e of the r elative
certalnty thaot he would bccoun a master craftsman add

thus be falieved of tha abu:es about uhich ‘he complalnede.

There was no permanency in tha status of the worker,

and he ’.ived 1n hopes of rising above the position__f4

of mere workman. . 7

F

”'l.
L_)qﬁlndtﬁﬂrélwlwﬁgqu.i_nmﬂm t

The Industrial Revolution altered the poaition of
the comrong worker. The establishment of » factory
system drew the employee and the’employer furthor and

_--c3&/"



-

either removed or’ greatly reduced.

: ,~_:-V‘ I .L'._",--~-.'

further ugﬁrt’"fPheafvethygﬂat the samc time, gathered
tqgtther mnt*nx'g{wu: @ larges aumber of lahourels, all

OPEWﬁiﬁ 1éd‘dbmmon'1ntarCsts._ Thess, were. generally
op dsed 20 the linterests of the employer, anc. the
naiural sn\enCy was for the workers to combine in order
to® ngm01€'the1r own intersts.

II. Obgtecles to labgux;mov&hgn&_:

Progress inl abour organisatlon was very slow

duo to severai oObstacles. ,
(1} Labdurers werxe igﬁéfaﬁt and without exporisnes;
{2y

laws in most countries made combinations 1llegel

{3) public oplnmon, largely because of the capitjllstic

propuganda,’ was hostile. T
ej “ae

In Englaﬁd‘

B

er instance, the Combination Acts,

“afsed at different times between 1700 ar 1800, prévented
ark iéans CE- trade smen;

s AT A

either empliyérs or employaes, { xom
Aing £or the. purpose of changing rat&s of wages.

The ‘dnforcelernt of ‘the lew seeméd 6 be entitely in

€avour of the employer; In faek, there was, on the port
»t Ehé Uppsk elass, s prouvailing fear od democratic

Ay oiligits ofi the part >f the masses. The_clergy,
pﬁil5ﬁthrgpists, and economists were suspiclous of the

motives aﬁd policies-of labour organisationae

The m'vement toward trvde—unionism faced what
ppeared tc be lnsurmOuntable obstanles in the in-
campkéency of labour leaders. in the iﬁfluence of the
employers in official circles, in the existcnca of pro—
hibltory Yaws, and in the’ h&stility of public opinion.

H@wever, onz by one, these obsdructions have been

-~

-

IIIe Growth of L.aho u;ﬁMovementﬁbetgeqn L&JD and
1914 3

-

{3y Englgnd t
(a}

The laws restrlcting lahour combinations were not

"in csnformity with the spirit Of liberallirq, whlch had

and
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Trepeal of the combination Acts (1825).

_ work becaus ~of 11iné ss.

[ N

labouritss in the- govemment.

gained so much "neadwa'y i:n'éngland in the-19th century.
The generzl sbolition of varioysg fgstgicgiogg in T

cOoN—
formity with_ the philosophic tendency brougﬁt abopt the

Parliament , however
still insisted that violence and intimidation on_ the part-

‘both—vf employar and employee was illegal. Collective
bargaining wag acknowledcjed asg legél . Morxe restric tions
ware_removed in 1871 a:id in 1875, and this gave the

trade union in England legal xights much the same-as
any-other organisation. The regult was the gradual

disappeirance of publia suspicion and animosity against
trade~unions,

(h)-SO trabe-unio_rl; grew rapidly after their. legalisation.
Funds wire created tgrough dues, in Trder to help the
cause along and to aid mambers who ware forced out of.
"Unions to. include vo_:;hmen in
different occupations were formed ard anmualk trade

iu_r'ii.-on congresses were started in 1864.
me-tings have bedn held since 1869. English labourers
send delcsgates. to London while Parliament is in saszion,

Ragul ar y'e'g)rlq

to try t> obtain favourable legislation and the appoint—

ment of sfficials in the interest of trade-union’s.
On the whole,

_they have been very successful. The
principles

of labour combinations used in England w3 re

later applied in Ge"mnay, F:ancd Italy and the u- S-A-

(c) The trade—unions in Enq.land aven found a . meang
of experesslion injolitk .

}Aembars we ra u:ed to. vote
for certaincandldates and in 1893 & separata patty

called the Labour Party, organised. Not until 1900
did they succeed in electing a

pemher to parliament. In
1906, seven labour candidatt_: were sent to reptesent

the Taff Vale case (1901) and. the Osborne z’mdgemenﬁ
{1909), accentuated political activity on the part of

the lahourites. The Taff Vale decision declares that
trade—uni®ins might be sued and, if c_énvicted, bs forced

to pay damage for ross 1ncurred to a company's property

0038/*
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thr)ﬁg}%sirikesm;ﬁnoqgh presssure ma hmght to
bearOtbafa_gg,Barklameﬁt o pass, {n 1906 tbe Trade
Disé@f&svndf which practically neverqu tge deqislon.

" The*@sborhe M Judgement declared it illegal for- trade-—-unions

tag defray the expenses of members m Pa. j:ligmnt, J.s
wembers of Parliamept. received no pay, it was uimtually
impossilde for a represeutative of the wOrkerd to ‘serve,
because of lack of funds. In 1911, the Labour Party
members I‘unestcd a bill for the paymant "6f. salaries

to all mﬁmhers of the HOUse of. Gommons, and 4t was :

pa sed._- The Labavr Party was ttrong enough duriﬂg__

the First Wwrld "War to beceme _a part of coalition gove m-

..-f, ;‘_,:,’

(2) Germany 1 -

-

Germm labom: organisa tions go bakc af, 1635% ﬁo -

organlsed. -German empkoyer§ rési&éed laﬁadf Qfﬁﬁ§§

by 61g3 m:sigidg tg dp: 586 thgia - fﬁe Ssiteal uadon of
GeriaR Idistriatists; mads up Bf the eatilery pra=
B%ié§8rs an3 if3ﬁ~ma§£ér§ 8f ﬁﬁciﬁhaiia, i3 a0 -qxamplé.
Théxja%iﬁ cted 3 Boyesit the unisns by refusing to glve
@zﬁaiaya&ht t6t rade~uplonsts and soclalists. The-

stniggle was etill golng o whcn Wwrld war I bz:oka out
in 1914. .

(3‘}‘ Fraﬁce ':

Lahour orga: isation in France w}as- slower and more

irregular than in England or Garmany. Labour combi- 7

nations w-re forbidden by Napoleon' the pﬁblam wd§
discussed tha great length in the famous Punal Gode of
1610. There was no marked rekaxation until after tha
Revolution of 1830 Al that timo, the pmgmga of

Saint Slwon and Furler began 1:0 attract attention.

Map 5l edL III revived the ,labour legislation of the great

20/

-



U R LY N e

S SRS S RN

-_'44‘

Napnlcon in <1851, and lt was not.: until *864 thot ccmbi~
thns of workmen were legﬁllSCd.

- .The famous Waldeck~
_ Rgusseau law of-. 1884 gave labour.

- recognition in France —
that it had gzined. in Germany: and Engl and. The “Confgag— -

rati-n General du Travail' or the General Confederatlon
of Labour (CGY),

one-of the largest and- mo st 1hfluent131
lahour organlsations in the world, was Organised at fﬁfi
Limoges in 1895, Itaqxclu¢ad Ppoliticg . and: dedlarcd hhat
its sale )bgect was the unifdcation of’ workingmen. L,
The society was activp in. the. propogation of revolutionary
syndicalt~m. Its published a- paper,; “which carried e
ideas to “he workmen so.effectively- that in- 1906 there.
were 1 300 gtrikes 1nuiving 4,39, 466 warkmen.

IV . EUROPEAN yg@oug_MOVEMENT<BETWEEN ﬂDHLD WARH :

(1) England- :

Lahour movements'sﬁivived-the First world War
in all the parliamentary democracies of Europe.

-In
Britain, w>irkmen had the hardest'time,

Fér, technology
destroyed jobhs and unomnloy@ent became chronic. Shop
stewards, who had appeared durlng the war to:fill an
organisatiocnal gap assumed lcadership. simultaneously,
the Labour: Par;x,under the influence of its socialist

wing, increased its vote enough to form a qovennment {with

Liberal help) in 1923 and 1919- Even with the ald of

strikes, neltﬁer the tra ‘e unions ncr the party was able
to> solve the problems of the economy.

. . L 4

.§2[.Eggpce :

~

In- France the labou; movement wls NO more - success~°
ful. The oLd membership of the CGT was replaced hy new

. elemtnts, mostly unskilled, with a wl.e variety of socibe:

list persuasions. In late 1918 the CGY announége 3. new -

programme, revealing a wlllingness to accept the govkrn—

ment, as a-gartper with a demand er.rat;onaLisation of

key industries.’

In 1920, ‘the French socialists sympathe-
HYe to

Communist 1nfluenée; bréqépittatqd a general

—a

e



g U u U U U u Ul VR A

Uu Uuuuuy

[}

U .u

S g Us

g U

and the

socislists called a general strike (1934) which
ws jo*ﬁgd by 2 hﬁjl;Cﬁ pzTislians including the commarils
party, and which wés—the first successful;general
strike.fn French history. In 1936 the Socidlist and

Communist Parties merged wit"” the Radical- Socialists to
elect a popular Front government headed by Leon Blum. -
These events released a reservoir of guppresQed hope

among French workers. - Almost instantly % millions went
on strile. Blum managed to persuade employes to accept
the inevitable; Parliament legalised th& right to
organise and to bargain collectively, along with eéta-
blishé%g a 40-hour week.

Membership of the trade unicne
mushroomad to uprecedented levels

(¢) 1In Germany, however, Hitle had destroyed the German

trade-un:on movement with one legiflation decree in
1933,

~-—

CONCLUSICN:

When the second World War ended (1945), ldbour
movements quickly revived and moved almost in.concert

throughto 1t Western European countries towards three
goals:t

(1) enlairgement of powe 7
(2) -

more government control of the economy
13)

-

and

exparsion of welfare prodrammes.
In Britain, ‘
majority.

members,

the Labour Party won a parliémentary
In France, where the CGT claimed five millior
a coalitddén of cbmmunlsts,“sociglists and mode-—

rated took over control of the providional government and

created a new Constitution (Fourth Republic) with the
traditiona..

aims of labour guaranteed. Im both Byritain
and France labour—influeBCed governments nat’ onaliseﬂ
a portion cf industry. In Britain, Parliamé%t rewrote..

earlier social legadalation in accordance with W Ho.

Beveridge's prowosaks, while in France the social security
system was overhauled
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- 1dizarian gOVeIannts of Mussolini and Hitlero

a clash be_tween native fasciats and communists, the CGT

. . . -
- . B

— AT T aTE SILFATSA RO

strdX@e < The event proved 59 grget a (}Eaco that thQ

(/GT expell-ad 1ts CJmmunist “wembers w?xo, ostabllsh&d
vhair own confederation.”

4

The Gtrman workers recovarsd quickly from the wd r.

_They rejuvenated their old organisationg, agsumad a

place of lwportance within thé governmant of the wsimar
republic and-persuaded employers to maks a compact pro-
viding for more freedom to organiae and fbr an 8-hour
days All tibugh the 1920fs Garman trade unions opera ted
caut iously, to. preserve democracy and to promote their
sociak-gainss They accepted:-a” works—council system,
inspired by wlddleclass politicisns,. éstaa_fi shing commi-
tteos within industrial ‘units to advance peaceful -

iabour-msiharoment relations. They hunte__d out and expelled

Byt _the world-wide Depr¥ssion
The declining economy produced an-
ldeelogical political war in Germany that reached frul-

tion in 1933, with the Adolf Hltler and the Nazi Party
in centrol.

trouble-making communists.
Broughf,drastic change.

{4) Hitler's effect on uzow ' verRIt & 3

{a%} 1In Britain, where workman focussad on riging une—

mployment and agitated for nationalisation of wmineg and
rallways, shift occured in public attitudess - For-the
first tim, ‘non-industrial elements among the Britigh

people. revealed sympathy for laboux's plight. The sghift
encouraged a growth -of. memborship in the Trade Union ‘
Congress ({UC), Workmen benefitted thmugh collective™

bargaining. and a new atmpsphere of mutual nsponsibility

was created. As British moved towards greatar coopera tion

with the. govemment in preparing for rektntmce against
aggressian. . . -

{b) In France, di

o
dissatisfaction with parliamentary .~ .7
damocracy grew rapidly. Farm prices and middle—-class

ingome s had declined, reducgion in government pay rolls.

and {n tax receipts werc blamed on the government which
saamed singulzrly inept compared to the efficient tota-

Aftar
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