The Gift of the Magi

Textual Questions
Comprehension Questions
A. Choose the correct alternative:
Question 1. The amount Della got from Madame was:

(a) 15 dollars

(b) 20 dollars

(c) 18 dollars

(d) 10 dollars

Question 2. Della’s hair reached below the knees and made itself a ......................
for her.

(a) scarf

(b) belt

(c) garment
(d) cap

Question 3. Jim needed a new ...................... and he was without gloves.

Question 4. The chain was made of:

a) platinum
b) gold
c) silver
d) diamond
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Answers: 1. (b)
2. (o)



3.(d)
4. (a)

B. Answer the following questions in 30-40 words each:
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Question 1. How were Jim and Della planning to celebrate Christmas?
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Answer: Jim and Della loved each other very much. It was customary to give gifts to the
loved ones on Christmas. And Jim and Della were planning to celebrate Christmas by
giving gifts to each other.
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Question 2. What were the two possessions of the James Dillingham Youngs in
which Jim and Della took mighty pride? By whom was Jim's possession transferred
to him? (S. S. Exam 2018)
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Answer: Jim had a very beautiful gold watch which formerly belonged to his father and
grandfather, and Della had long beautiful hair. They took might pride in these two
possessions.
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Question 3. Why did Della go to Madame Sofronie?
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Answer: Madame Sofronie had a shop of hair. She bought and sold all kinds of hairs.
Della went to her to know the price of her hair and sell them for the gift.
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Question 4. Jim said What a beautiful nice gift | have got for you”. What was the
gift? How did Della react?
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Answer: Jim bought beautiful combs made of pure tortoise shell with jewelled rims.
Della hugged them to her bosom. She looked up with dim eyes, smiled and exclaimed
that her hair’ grew very fast.
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Question 5. “It was not anger, nor surprise, nor disapproval, nor horror.” What
explanation did Jim give for his reaction on Della’s hair?
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Answer: He was neither angry nor surprised, nor frightened. There was no expression of
any such sentiment that Della was prepared for. He simply stared at her fixedly with that
peculiar expression on his face.
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C. Answer the following questions in 125 words each:
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Question 1. Describe the anxiety of Della after she sacrifices her hair.
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Answer: After Della sacrifices her beautiful hair, she has a fear that Jim will not like her.
She thinks that she is looking like a Coney Island chorus girl. But she can do nothing



with a dollar and eighty-seven cents. Out of fear she doubles the fob chain in her hand
and sits on the corner of the table near the door that Jim always enters. When she hears
his step on the stairway down on the first flight, she turns white for just a moment.

According to her habit, she says little silent prayers about the simplest everyday things.
She prays that Jim might think that she is still pretty. When Jim looks at her with fixed
eyes, she cannot read his expression and she is terrified.
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Question 2. Why does the writer refer to the Queen of Sheba and King Soloman?
What do you understand by it? Explain.
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Answer: Queen of Sheba was the famous queen who visited King Solomon, the king of
Israel. King Solomon was regarded as the wisest one. In the story, both of them are
supposed to be envious of the possessions of the James Dillingham Youngs in which
they both took a mighty pride.

One was Jim's gold watch and the other was Della’s beautiful hair. If the Queen of Sheba
had lived in the flat across the airshaft, Della would have let her hair hang out of the
window some day to dry just to depreciate.

Her Majesty’s jewels and gifts. In the same way, if King Solomon had been the janitor,
with all his treasure piled up in the basement, Jim would have pulled out his watch every
time he passed just to see him pluck at his beard from envy.
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Question 3. Throw light on the remarkable qualities of possessions that Jim and
Della had.
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Answer: There were two possessions of the James Dillingham Youngs in which they
both took mighty pride. One was Jim’'s gold watch. He got it from his father and his
father got it from his grandfather. It was so beautiful that the King of Solomon would be
jealous of it for not having.

Though he had all the wealth yet he did not have that gold watch. He would pluck his
beard at envy. The other was Della’s beautiful, long hair. When Della’s hair fell, they
looked like a rippling and shining cascade of brown waters. It reached below her knees
and made itself almost a garment for her. If the Queen of Sheba had seen her hair
personally, she would have been envious.
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Question 4. In the title “The Gift of the Magi” what does the phrase ‘the Magi’
stand for?
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Answer: The Magi were wonderfully wise men. They brought precious gifts to the infant
Jesus. The gifts were the tokens of their love and respect for Jesus. They invented the art
of giving Christmas presents. They were wise, so their gifts were also wise ones. All who



give and receive the wisest gifts are called Magi. The author called Jim and Della the
Magi because they sacrificed for each other the greatest treasures of their house. They
showed utter devotion and respect for each other.

They were very poor and did not have enough money to buy gifts for each other but
they loved each other so much that they did not hesitate to sell even their most valuable
possessions. They were the Magi as their love for each other was limitless.

TS 3NydoHe 0 ¥ gfad afad 1 9 R 33 & U 1A SUSR a1 U1 SUSR UY
3 D U 37 W T M & Ui Y| I b IR SUBR o B Hell i JisT Bl

| 3 gfSAM U g, 3% IusR o gigaamyuf 31

3 Tt S GfGHTTYU SUSR &d § a1 U Rl ¢ Holls Hedld o | aad ford auT Sal &l
HoTTs HEPR YHRAT § RN S0 Ub-gaR & oY 30 R DI GaY Jo! T P! FfergH
HR 1| I TH-gIR & Ui i THYUT quT T UeRid faar|

d 9gd B TRIF J TUT 3P U Th-guR & ) SUGR Tie & o uaied ¥ =gt & aifd
d TH-guR I 31 3% U9 HRd A [ 9 30 T Teaa™ Jet & aa § of 7at
feafearg| 3 A9Ts 3 Fiifes ST UH Th-guR & Uid SR ol

D. State True or False:

Question 1. Life is not made up of sobs, sniffles, and smiles with sniffles
predominating.

Question 2. Della saved eighty-seven cents of which sixty-seven cents were in
pennies.

Question 3. Della and Jim always quarrelled with each other.
Question 4. Jim was late many times.
Question 5. Jim bought a beautiful necklace for Della on Christmas Eve.

Answers:

1. False
2. False
3. False
4. False
5. False



E. Creative Writing:

“Presenting a gift to someone is a matter of joy.”.Imagine that you have to present a gift
to someone very dear to you. Narrate your experience.

Answer: Buying a Gift

There are many occasions when we have to buy and give gifts. If we cannot choose the
right gift, they will become useless. It spoils the enjoyment of presenting gifts. | got into
such a dilemma when | have to choose the gift on the occasion of the birthday of my
cousin. At that time he was only 17 years old.

| went to the market and searched for all the shops but | failed to decide. In the
meantime, | remembered one thing that could be very important to him. It was a saving
set. It is the thing which a teenager needs for shaving. When | presented the set he
became very happy and thanked me.

RBSE Class 12 English Panorama Chapter 8 Additional Questions

A. Answer the following questions in 30-40 words each:
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Question 1. How did Della save her one dollar eighty-seven cents?
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Answer: She saved one dollar and eighty-seven cents by bargaining very closely with
the grocer, the vegetable seller and the butcher until one’s cheeks become red with
imputation.
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Question 2. How was the main entrance described?
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Answer: In the vestibule below there was a letter-box into which no letter would go.
There was an electric button which could not be pressed to ring. And there was a card
bearing the name, “Mr James Dillingham Young.”
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Question 3. How did the word “D” seem to represent prosperity?
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Answer: When the Dillingham was prosperous, it was complete name as “Dillingham”
but when the income shrunk, the letters of Dillingham looked blurred. It looked as
though they were thinking seriously of contracting to a modest and unassuming D.
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Question 4. How did Della use to welcome Jim when he returned?
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Answer: When Jim came home and reached his flat above, Della would call him as Jim
and hugged him greatly. It was the way of Della welcoming Jim.
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Question 5. Why did Jim and Della want to give a gift to each other?
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Answer: They wanted to give a gift to each other because it was customary to give gifts
on Christmas to the loved ones and they loved each other very much.
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Question 6. What preparations did Della make before coming of Jim home?
ST & &R 3119 § Ugel Sal A &1 oTal iz

Answer: Della made her small hair curly with the help of her curling irons. She put the



frying pan on the stove to cook the chops. She put the fob chain in her hand and waited
for Jim to come.
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Question 7. What prayers was Della whispering while waiting for Jim?
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Answer: Della had the habit of saying little silent prayers about the simplest everyday
things. She was praying to God to make Jim think that she was still pretty even without
her long hair.
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Question 8. How did Della feel sorry for Jim when he came in the room?
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Answer: Della felt sorry for Jim because he looked thin and very serious. He was a poor
fellow. He was only twenty-two but he had the burden of the family. He needed a new
overcoat and gloves but he did not have.
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Question 9. Why had Jim no use for Della’s gift?
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Answer: Della bought a platinum fob chain for Jim as a gift but Jim had already sold his
watch to buy a gift for Della. So he had no use for Della’s gift.
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Question 10. Why had Della no use for the combs?
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Answer: Della had no use for the combs as she had already sold her beautiful hair to
buy a gift for her husband.
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Question 11. Describe the beauty of Della’s hair?
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Answer: Della had very beautiful hair. It was as long as to reach below her knees and
made itself almost a garment for her. It looked like a rippling and shining cascade of
brown waters.
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Question 12. Describe Madam Sofronie?
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Answer: Madam Sofronie was not like her name. She was a large, weak and unfriendly
woman. She had a shop where she sold and bought every kind of hair.
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Question 13. How can you say that both the gifts were a perfect choice?
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Answer: Della had beautiful hair but she had not got combs for her hair. She
worshipped for long to get the combs. In the same way, Jim had a beautiful watch but
no chain. Thus it can be said that both the gifts were a perfect choice.
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B. Answer the following questions in 125 words each:
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Question 1. How did Jim react to see Della after a haircut?
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Answer: The door opened and Jim came in. He looked at Della. As Jim saw that Della
had her hair cut, he was as immovable as a setter at the scent of a quail. His eyes were
fixed on Della and there was a mysterious expression in them. At first, he could not
understand the reality of the situation.

When Della said to him that she had her hair cut off and sold, he could not believe on
his ears and eyes. It took him some time to understand that she had sold her hair. Then
he realized that the present he bought for Della was of no use. Jim looked about the
room curiously but there was no hair. Della told him that he did not need to look for it.
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Question 2. Describe the gifts of Jim and Della.
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Answer: Jim purchased a set of combs for Della as Christmas gift. She had been craving
for them for a long time. She used to look at them in a Broadway window. But she knew
that they were so expensive that she could not buy them. They were very beautiful. They
were made of pure tortoise shell. They had jewelled rims. They had the perfect colour to



match the beautiful vanished hair. Della purchased a platinum fob chain for Jim. It was
simple and chaste in design and worthy of Jim's gold watch. It showed its value by
substance alone and not by meretricious ornamentation.

It would be useful for Jim because Jim used an old leather strap in place of a chain. It
made the gold watch ugly so he looked at it on the shy.
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Question 3. Describe the economic condition of Jim and Della.
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Answer: Jim and Della’s economic condition was very bad. Even after close dealing with
the grocer, the vegetable seller and the butcher, Della could save just one dollar and
eighty-seven cents which shows that they were very poor. The shabby little couch and
an electric bell which produced no sound also hint at their poverty.

And above all, the way they bought Christmas gifts for each-other shows their weak
economic state. They had to sell their most valuable possessions for buying gifts for
each other. Della had to sell her beautiful hair and Jim had to sell his gold watch. But
they did not know that their presence would become useless after selling their
possessions.
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Question 4. Why did the author call Jim and Della the Magi?
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Answer: The Magi were three wise men from the East. They gave precious gifts to infant
Jesus. These gifts were the tokens of their love and respect for Jesus. The author called
Jim and Della the Magi because they showed utter devotion and respect for each other.

They were very poor and did not have enough money to buy gifts for each other but
they loved each other so much that they were determined to give gifts to each other on
the occasion of Christmas. They did not hesitate to sell even their most valuable
possessions. They were the Magi as their love for each-other was limitless.
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Question 5. Describe the scene in which Della and Jim show their gifts to each
other.
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How did Jim and Della sacrifice their most prized possession’s?
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Answer: When Jim arrived home, he saw that Della had her hair cut. She told him that
she could not have lived through Christmas without giving him a present, so she had
sold her hair. Jim embraced Della. He also threw a packet on the table and asked Della



to unwrap it. In it, there were the combs for which Della had been craving for long. Della
was overwhelmed with joy but remembering that she no longer had her beautiful hair,
she began to weep.

She hugged the combs to her bosom, smiled and said that her hair grew very fast. After
that, she showed her gift — a platinum fob chain for Jim's Gold watch which he had sold
for Della’s gift. Thus they sacrificed their most prized possessions.
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Question 6. What did Della think about the chain when she had bought it?
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Answer: When Della had bought the chain, she thought that it was worthy of the gold
watch of Jim. It was a platinum fob chain. It was simple and chaste in design.

It was properly proclaiming its value by its substance. It was not meretriciously
ornamented. It was as all good things should do. When she saw it the first time, she
knew that it must be Jim’s. It was like him — quietness and value.

With that chain on his watch, Jim might be properly anxious about the time in any
company. It was as grand as the watch. Jim had not to chain on his watch so he used the
old leather strap. It was against the beauty of the watch so he looked at the watch on
the sly. With the chain, he would not do so.
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