
VAJIILANI & IIAVI

ARVINDO GHOSH

lntroduction

He is a major figure in flte history of lndian Renaissance. He is recogntsed
through oul the world for his moral, inteltectual and spiritlral accomplishments.

Rabindranath Tagore has stated that through Arvindo Ghosh lndia woutd
, ,r.os\ rl . n \, 'rra ro tna w.,rlo Romarn Rurlana cJllc Lm rs 3 ,-11.61 ./nlh6\rSer
l1e has synthesised the.JeDius of Asia with the genius of Europe l_le has
synthesised the western system of philosophy w th lnci an Vedantic tradrtton He has
integrated rationalism of Hegel, intuition or vitality concept of Bergson and the
experience of imperialism of Utilitarians. According to him, one system of koowledge
is not sufficient to unfold the complete reality. One requires,tntegral reason for it,. lt
means logical integration of intujtion, reason and experience.

lnrportant Works

New lamps for old (here he has crilicised moderates artd their strategy.

tluman Cycle = hdre he highlights rise and gro!\/th of civilisation.

The ldeal of Human llnity - Integral hLrmanisnr

This is the uttimate end of his phitosophy.

I he life Divine ) Metaphysical phitosophy.

Objectives of his politicat phitosophy

This objective was to achieve S,fo'araj for India Not only this, he wanted io
iustify the necessity for swaraj for lndia for the benefit of the world. lle has
established that the liberation of tndia is ordained by cod. There is a spirituat
nlessage in lndian liberation movement. His philosophy ends with the concept of
ideal of brotherhood

His critlcism of Moderates

AuUrobindo Ghosh has criticised moderate in

Larrlps for old published lndu prakash. He criticised

the series of articles titled New

moderates ior their merchcancy
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@_ VAJIIIAM & RAVI
for believing in liberat democracy for giving important to materialism and
individLralism

Aurobindo Ghosh participated in the rnovef]ent rerated to the partition of
Bengal in 1905. He felt that Swaraj is necessary condttion for lndia,s development

Foreign domination is ne\€r condusr!e tor rrationar deveronment rI sJVara, for
lndla is not there, it will harm the onward march of mankind Anything less than
swaraj is insult to lndian past as urell as luture.

Aurobindo s politica, philosophy

His concept of tndividuat

The concept of incljvidual is the essence and entire political systent. Indian
according to him comprise of three parts:

Essenc e

lndia comprise of three elements (1) spirit the eternal element: (2) SoLrl _ the
developing element and (3) bocty hangable, britle and which ends_

According to him, even material ends are important to lndia negiected this
aspecl. Spirit or God ls the ultimate, destinaliitn of life of man. Everyman has to
develop his soLrl fo, lhis destination l, rs achreved wtth the realisatroo of universal
transdente spiritual reality. This will emerge man will realise the integral humanity
His conccption of.relation between lndividual and Communism

lnd,an is not subordinate to communitv or state Man is not to loose himsett ln
the mass rather man has to find and express the truth which is inherent in him and
man should help community in seekjng this truth. perfect community exist by
pefection of its individuals. The spiritually liberated mao can cont,ibute for the good
of community. Thus he did not like either excessive individualism as propounded by
utilitarian or completely submerging lndian to community as advocated by socialist
oi colrlnunist He want man to discover his real existence. This is to realised by all.
This wilJ result into rea'isation of over all unity.

lndividual and State

Atrrobindo is an individLlalist. He Lalls state.rs {i soulless nr.tchLne He

'l 
silproves the.rganisL:d and all powerlu siirte lvhich suppress the Indtans
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Li,
-:!

rjti _i:11 a:: ,.
r:l Sphere ofState Activity should be limited

"i.' State perfo.m the following functions:

i n pro!tde rI tdLrttrtes {ot , o operalive dcliolt

(3) Prevent those action which are harmflll and waste

(4) Remove available injustice.

(5) Secure to eve.yone just an equal chance of self-development

His ldeas oF Law and Liberty

. I ) H.s .oncap..ol of ltLerly is n-gdlion ol idea of neqdijve Lbetty.

(2) When laberty is seen as a device to satisfy ones natural impulses without
taking account. Similar impulses of others. lt passes difflculty for all.

i l) I ree rLrnn0rg ot mdny in the same lleld nad Io Ll,aos and cotition.

\1) Liberty grorified under capitarist system reads to the encoLrragenrent of
.omm6t c,dl spit.l and our uoftuptiotr.

(5) Dissa{isfaction with the liberal model lead us to another exkeme that in state
socialism. lt forces individual to give up freedom.

(6) RegLrlated liberty is good and theory but bad-in practice tt results into
totalitarians.

Liberal rnodel of liberty js mechanical. Wl-ren we deny the best macfiinery it is
results into cohesion of minority and dissendents t .

fu4echanical liberty falsiry individuat. lt sets him against the societv. tf fatsifv
nature ofsoul. lt neglects the spiritual and ethical aims.

Such a motion of liberty shows that the real meanjng of ltberty hcs not yet
baen Llndersiuod ReJl liberty mpans

(1) Freedom to obey the raw ofour erislence. It i5 a situJhon whrch arows natlrrar
self-flrlfilment.

Perfect freedom is inrler treedom. lt is a freedom of inner soui

Ileepest nreaoing of freeclom is the power to mcve tov/atds perfe(Jion

(7)

(2)

(3)
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(5)

(6)

+- VAJIRAN{ & RAyI !tu--x*t**es
(4) Freedom is not simply fulfilment of mental and emotional need bLri flowering of

divine element in human.

Concept of freedom is superior to all other concepts

It neither sub-ordinates individual to collectivity nor collectivity to indivic]t]at
R'qh's are the clJims,o, rul[ilmenl ol ,M,adh.r.rnd

Rights are inalienable and confirmed by society Law ol state is becaLtse ol
mperfeciion. Oncewe become periect the iaw otstate,,^)ili iotterequlrea faw san
extcrnalaid to solve internal problems.

However this method is momentary. lt will break
rhesis ot the principle of natural growlh.

Free law must develop from within. Free law is not a check on liberty
His Thcory of passive Resistancc

Instead of moderates method of prayers, protest, petition, Aurobindo Ghosh
suggested the adoption of passjve resistance. padiamentary methods or expansion
of legislation councils are not going to liberate lndia. He suggests organised Nationai
Resistance to the alien government_ passive Resistance is not satyagraha_ Non
violencL- is not the basis of passive resistance.,lle.gives three caus!-s for state to
ad opl

(1) Aggressive

i,,) Course which rs less lha atm revolt

(3) Armed revott

dpwn ultimately. tt is anti
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Choice 'lL depend

passive.
upon the circumstances of a nation Above courses are not

Passive Resistance has three collrses_

( 1) Break and unjust cohesive law_ lt is not only justified but it also duty to do so.
l.?) To resist in iust executive order or cohesive interference.
(3) lloycott of foretgn goods and those who use foreign goods
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VAJIR-1.1\1 & RAVT

1.1) Non-Cooperation with iyrannical government. According to him if lndians stop
'eacltng in qoverntnent <chool. wotlrnq in qovernm^nt olltc.^. !ervt69 rn

police ihe British administr3t,on cannot continLre for a Cay.

l-heory of Nationalisnr

Like individual Nation has a soul The soul of ftation grows like a sout of
n.llan llatonaistit is not simply an i1ltellectual concept cf poliiical orograrnme
Nirtroniriisation is,a religion conting to us front Go.l. lndial commLllity Naticn, and
r.,orld are integrated in a harmonious manner.

There is activise pre,disposition behind lnctian Nationalism. lt is God,s wlsh
that lndia becofies awakened and awaken the mankind. Nationalism survives in the
strength of God Hence it cannot be defeated or crushed l.latronalisatron is not
sinrply a pursuit of corrective poriticar interest but it is rearisation of universar spirit or
God. lndian Nationalism is different from European Nationalism. We are not looking
ioa mere physical or material changes. We are looking for expa_nsion,and extension
of our consciousness it is not a narrow nationalisrn which faces the form oi
iJnperialism and endangers peace. rt is serf kanscending fraternisation Nationalisnr
ultirnately aims at caution of world union - free grouping of mankind. lt is to be baseci
cn realisation of unity in diversity and diversity in unity.

Aurobindb's ldeal of Human Union

His ideals on human unity appeared in Arya between .1910_i918 in 35 serials
iateronitwaspublishedinthebcckformin1919 lt is a major political philosoihical
f atise on politics wrjtten by lndian thinker

Sources of lnfluence

He takes inspiration from lndian traditicn o[ corno-politicjan and l-legelian of
stages in history.

Views of Aurobindo

( 1) Unity of mankind is the ultimate end of all of our aclion

\2) This objective is a part of natures eventual scheme and it wiil corne.

(3) Unity of mankind cannot be 3chieved by administration or economi. ineans.
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This ideal can be reviewed only by cieating an endL,ring foundation. This folrndaticn

:j" :: il:: :l::i 
or humanity rt sha emerse rrom inner raws or hu,ian rire rr isthe law of nature that everything mcve toward; tarna. .",;,".^^":- 

-
the de3, or humao *n^i,"n n;;;;::ll;"ffi*:iii:::,:'j'"",';,,""":"1 ;does aot happen at once Nature is slow and paiient in her action

Nature takes up the idea. Drop the negaiive ideas and go foo,lard v,,ith betterideas

l\,lankjnd has createC many civ l<,dlron Uut LJclr t-r,tltsdton has been a steptowards the ultimate destiration. l.her,
t me. t js a ,"r"" 

", 
,r,rulrl,,"n ;ffi:: T: 

t;::";::Til 
;5l' il:l:inreq'a,;on whr, h wtllemerqe vic(otioUs

j'he sentiment of integration is (
vasue at present. rt is not strons enousil::,::_::ffi,:: :jtsnascent 

rorm. rt is

New religion of humanity is emerging. War wiil force man to unite in sett,defence. _There 
are two choice bet

.easonins cannor rjnd n", *oy nut,,u ffi ;:;i:"J;[:r::I:,;,:;o 
,, n"","',

His view on War

Aurobindo discusses about war and how r^ rh^ri-E i L,^
o: n:':o' 

."on "oo "r, "", l,ruturon";; #:::T: I::"J": :::[iffi:;f::::abojished permanenfly Man has to de
deve op a dom nanr s;"," ;,;;;;::"1 ,#ff:::l::;J;T,:::;..::
but also as a part of himself. Then only v/ars can be abolished
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