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APPENDIX B

THREE MODEL ESSAYS

1. The responsibility for the environment rests with the individual and not only

with the government. Do you agree?

Eueryone is becoming Au)Are that the enuironment is a serious issue. Tltere is bad air

and tuater pollution eueryuthere and rae ako know that the greenltouse ffict is

changing our raeatlter and that the hole in the ozone layer is causing skin cancer.

Howeuer, not enouglt is being done to solue these problems, because most PeoPle seem

to be uaitingfor gouernments to mahe tlte decisions. Infact, the responsib;lityfor

protecting the enuironment rnust be shared by eueryone. Indiuiduals can and should

do many things to help to solue the problem.

First of all people can mahe sure that thqt are resPonsible in the wa! thdt the!

dispose of taaste. If people throw rubbish lihe plastic into riuers and oceans, it always

stays tltere, and causes fish and sea-birds to die. It is also important to make sure

that ute do not buy goods that haue too much wraPping on tltern, especially pkstic

wrapPing, because tf ute do, u)e Are addingto the huge Amounts of utaste'

People also need to be responsible in the raay that thqt use taater. In some countries,

lihe Ausnalia, An enormous amount of water is wasted for sraimming pook, washing

cars and so on. Most countries are running out offesh water.

If people used their cArs less, this would help to preuent tlte greenhouse ffict.
Eueryone can tr! to use public transPort more, or use bicycles, or eaen utalk, instead

of using their cars for euen short nips.

Finally, the most irnportant thing that indiuiduak can do is to let tlteir gouernments

hnora that tltey utant sornetlting to be done about tlte enuironment. It is obuious that

tlte gouernments u.,ill not do anything unless the people force tltem to.

It is therefore clear tltat indiuiduak must take responsibility for the enuironment,

otherwise it tuill soon be tuo late, and u.,e and the next generation will sffir serious

consequences.
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It is sometimes argued that because tertiary education is of greater benefit to

the individual than to the society, dl students should pay firll fees. What is

your opinion?

As the modern raorld is becoming increasingly comPlex and hnowledge is becoming

rnore and rnore specialised, tltere is no doubt tltat tertiary education is necessary botlt

for the uthole societlt and for indiuiduals who want to ensure that they haue a good

profession. Tlte question of who benefix more is important to societies and

gouernrnents in deciding utho should be expected to pay for tlte costs inuolued. Thh is

a dfficuh qaestion.

There is no doubt that the wltole society benefits. In all deueloping countries tltere

has been a strong ffirt to raise the educational leuel of the society by putting as

much monelt as possible into prouiding educational institutions. Uniuersities and

colleges are, ltotueuer, expensiae to run. Because of this, it isfeh tltat such countries

are held. bach in allforms of deuelopment. Without enough educated professionals

such as doctors, teachers, scientists and engineers, deueloping countries cAnnot moae

ahead. Gouernments in such countries prouide scholarships, or fee education, to as

many students as they can ffird, because they realise that the urhole country utill

beneft. Many deueloped countries ako try to ffir fee tertiary education because

they utant a highb educated population.

Howeuer, there is ako a snong argument that indiuiduals benefit so much from

tertiar! education that thry should be expected to pay for it. Doctors, lauryers,

accounta.nts and engineers ltaue some of the highest incomes in most societies. People

argue that the gouernment, and therefore the tax payers, sltould not pay for students

who raill kter earn rnore tltan anyone ebe. Moreouer, rnost students come fom the

middle classes, and their parents ca.n offird to pay for their fees. Tltere are, of course,

some students ralto cannot nffird to pa!. This problem can be ouercome by a system

like the one being used in Australia, for example. The gouernment giues tlte students

a loan to pay for their fees, and kter, when they are earning a good sahry, they

rePd! the loan.

h is probably impossible to decide whether the indiuidual or the society benef.ts more

forn tertiary education, but since both benefit, tlte costs should probably be paid for

by both equally.
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3. The Internet has provided great benefits, but at the same time it has also

created new dangers and inequalities. Is it possible to control some of these

problems?

No-one can deny that the Internet ltas reuolutionised much of society. Indiuiduals

benefitfrorn access to almost endless amounts of information on tl)eWorldWide

Veb, as tlell as being able to communicate easily and cheaply utith fiends and

strangers. For the business world the impact ltas been euen rl'tore dramatic. Vast sums

of monry are constantly being instantly transferred around the utorld by electronic

meAns. Banhs and otlter businesses now totally depend on tlte Internet.

There are, houteuer, significant dangers in this deueloprnent. The frst problem that

rnost PeoPle think of is tlte danger of hachers inuading tlte system and either

obtaining secret inforrnation or introducing uiruses tltat cause irnmense damage. It is

unlikely that this problem can euer be completely solued. As soon as tlte technology is

deueloped to ouercoTne one hacher, anotber one produces some nela method.

Apart fom this technical problem, houteuer, there is a rnuclt deeper one, and that is

the inequality benreen indiuidualr and societies, uthich tlte Internet is mahing laorse.

The gap behreen the rich and the poor is growing rapidly in the world, and access to

the Internet is a signifcant part of the problem. Deueloping countries wltere scltools

cAnnot offird computers, and small businesses which do not ltaue Internet Accest Are

being lefi further and further behind.

Some people belieue that if computers dre tuidely disnibuted in poor societies that

this would be an importdnt u)a! to reduce the inequalities. Others feel that the

problem is rnuch deeper, and needs to be deab u.,ith by bodies suclt as the World

Tiade Organisation.

The anstaer is probably that all possible methods should be used to breah down the

inequalities, including Access to tlte Internet, to ensure that the world does not

become more arud more unstable.


