Idioms & Proverbs

Just a few Idioms, Proverbs & Quotations are given here. Just cram them to enhance your
English speaking skills.

Idioms ( gerae. qifera))

1

Abide by

Adhere to, To follow

I always abide by the rules.

(3I<s)

(ATefT_bRe)
0 Above board Honest & transparent He is gbove board in the employee
M (Feam 9 SHMER) selection.
3 An axe to grind Selfish (zamf) Ram has his own axe to grind.
4 . In perfect order Eyerything in this room is in apple
Apple pie order (@l 3, el qaa @) | Pie order.
. At loss To be confused, Iha.m at a loss due to having so many
(@R BT ) things mixed up.
6 . _ To be an expert E;nglish grammar rules are at my
At finger tips (T =) finger tips.
7 Black sheep A disgraceful person | He is a black sheep for his family.
(CaSED)
8 Blue blood Noble blood T have a blue blood.
(aeT )
Enter with aim of )
9 Break in stealing He broke in the house.
@ & IgaW | gI)

- . Important question | It is a burning question of the day.
10 | Burning Question ( £ Te)
» By leaps and Rapidly I ambprepsrmg this book by leaps

bounds (Fga sl 9) and bounds.
19 By virtue of Because of By Vg‘cdlllz o’f his p(;lvyer, Security

(@ PR guard didn’t stop him.
13 To bank upon To depend (B 2rm) I bank upon my Dad for everything.
14 | To bring to book T<() @f?;eq;%l%g)sk His name is brought to book now.
He had lots of money but he burnt
15 Burn the candle in To waste everything | the candle in both ends and now, he
both ends (F9 BB T B <) has nothing.
16 | Bury the hatchet '{‘0 foragﬁeggiq qali\rag%l I have buried the hatchet.
. That terrorist has got capital

17 | Capital punishment Punishment of Death

punishment now.




18

Close shave

A narrow escape

It was a close shave; otherwise 1
would have died.

(@Tet—2 9= dHer)
To find the better Dgn’t think yourself over smart. You
19 To catch tarter competitor will also catch a tarter some or the
(@R BT FareR fAer) other day.
Everything was quiet. Suddenly, I
. To remove the silence ked tion to Ram and brok
20 Break th asked a question to Ram a oke
rea ¢ lce (guir drs) the ice.
Your flattery can’t cut any ice as he is
21 Cut no ice ‘ (N o effect a professional gu
(Pl 99T = Tg) Y-
No longer in use Radio is a dead letter now
22 :
A dead letter (T BT A 2 )
A strange competitor | 1€ might turn out to be a dark horse
23 Dark horse g P so be cautious.
. He washed my eyes and just escape
To deceit y ey j p
24 Eye wash (a(;@egg% in the guise of an old man.
I am unha as the project is bein
i I larl ppy proj g
25 By fits & starts (Eﬁaﬁarregumar y@) prepared by fits and starts.
Share market has suddenly fallen
26 Fall flat (Cﬁollapse) flat.
97 For good For keeps (g9 & frg) You can take this book for good.
I greased the palm of that waiter.
. There is no need to grease
To brib
28 | To grease the palm (%? ]é.l:ﬂ)e policemen’s palm if you strictly abide
by the law.
All the members of my family are
29 Hale & hearty Health;g%r;()i strong hale and hearty.
- Financial difficulty I am hgrd up at this time but hoping
Hard up (O @ fpeora) to receive good money in near future.
In a nut shell, I would say that the
31 In a nut shell As a summery corruption is the root cause of
(erT ) economic slowdown in India.
He escaped in the guise of a
. In the dress o
32 In the guise of Gre ) politician.
33 In vogue In( faSh}Sm This kind of shirt is in vogue.
Don’t look blue. Be confident. All is
34 Look blue Look nervous well.

(e e a1 )




35 | Leada cat & dog Quarrelling life I don’t want to lead a cat & dog life.
life (srTeTe], for=)
26 Let bygones be To ignore past Forget the pass. Let bygones be
bygones (ot it T &t i mr ) | Pygones.
. We are men of street so we shouldn’t
Ord L
37 Man of street r(ﬁaarﬂaﬁy n;an forget our limitations
38 Man of letters A scholar (Rgm) Pt. Nehru was a man of letters.
. Whatever you appreciate, you actually
Make a mountain To exaggerate : .
39 make a mountain of mole hill.

of mole hill

(@1 B 9T FSTHR IaTI)

40

Nook and corner

Each corner

Betel sellers are at every nook and

(@ BT AT T ww) | corner these days.
' Once for all, I conclude “Love is
41 Once for all Finally, At ’_che end | something without which we are
(31 #) incomplete”.
49 Point blank @:”Frankly N He replied to me point blank.
He is a rough diamond that’s why even
. An 1lliterate but noble | if he is illiterate; he has reached to thi
43 | A roush diamond if he is illiterate; he has reached to this
& (@rTag et 7o) amplitude in business.
. Too many official The problem with government
44 Red tapism formalities departments is too much red tapism.
(a5 W Sfrrenepan])
. He is run down in health these days
Weak in health y
45 To run down (amﬁea 1Wn eg:”) that’s why he is not coming to school.
. He speaks only truth that’s the reason
A bitter t P Y
46 A sharp tongue (@ 51 - (:de)riiﬁ)e he is said to be having a sharp tongue.
Financial hard up is a stumbling block
48 | A stumbling block @gnﬂigsfgc%) for us.
) . To forget differences |1 have sunk differences a long back
49 | Sink differences g :
(FTHCTd FH PR )
. i To go into minute Don’t split hairs of thi tt
50 . on’t split hairs of this matter.
To split hairs details (@réiee) oo )
I will always stand by you; be it a
To support, To hel . ) ’
51 To standby Iz%u &) P happy time or a grief.
. Sometimes in life, you have to tell a
O A harmless lie . ’
02 A white lie (S8 Sl I 7 Ugdn) white lie.
. To win fame Rahul has won laurels due to this social
53 | To win laurels welfare organization.

(®HA B ST




54 To wi To bring to an end I am going to wind up the discussion
o wind up T ) oW

55 | A bosom friend A cé;%e Egl?.i:gnd Eﬁc};acshli)ﬁﬁ?oi(fosom friend of mine

6| Bowe | ONGERYSimtonben

57 Hither and Here awnd othere X}\iﬁ};l ;1‘?‘;3 you clothes lying hither and
thither CEHEER)

58 In vain (ﬁg st_;less ) Our endeavor will not go in vain.

60 Rank and file Con(leﬂr?qozlﬂggsple I;;léirgzy 1s mostly not for rank and file

61 | Look down upon (R dnEl(I) ;lTa‘;(C\qul RTHST) I never look down upon the poor.

Proverbs (#srad )

AIe B PEEd <1 T E, g grG R AT —

P NSO W

10.
. All that glitters is not gold.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.

A bad man is better than a bad name.
A burnt child dreads the fire.
A diamond cuts a diamond.
A friend in need is a friend indeed.
A honey tongue, a heart of gale.
A little knowledge is a dangerous thing.
A man is known by the company he keeps.
A nine day’s wonder.
A rotten apple injures its companions.
All is well that ends well.

Barking dogs seldom bite.

Beauty needs no ornaments.

Beggars are not choosers.

Beauty is in the eyes of beholder.

Between two stools, we come to the ground.
Fool to others, to himself a sage.

Let bygones be bygones.

Many a little makes a mickle.
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Tit for tat /word for word/measure for measure. 57 &7 I47|

To make a mountain of a mole hill.
Too much courtesy, too much craft.

RTg &1 UETS &I |
HeR Arofl, SITErTST @1 e |

Prosperity gains friends and Adversity tries them. &rfR SRa g9l € IR TN I WRE ¢ |

Poverty breeds contempt. / Poverty breeds strife.
Limit your spendings to your earnings.

TR TS B oS Bl B |

Rra = =mey 8 Sdw & R Bham anfRu |



