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Idioms ¼ eqgkojs] cksfy;k¡½ 

1 Abide by 
Adhere to, To follow 

¼ikyu djuk½ 
I always abide by the rules. 

2 Above board 
Honest & transparent  

¼lPpk o bZekunkj½ 

He is above board in the employee 

selection. 

3 An axe to grind Selfish ¼LokFkhZ½ Ram has his own axe to grind. 

4 Apple pie order 
In perfect order  

¼lyhds ls] vPNh rjhds ls½ 

Everything in this room is in apple 

pie order. 

5 At a loss 
To be confused,  
¼vleatl esa gksuk ½ 

I am at a loss due to having so many 

things mixed up. 

6 At finger tips 
To be an expert  

¼,DliVZ gksuk½ 

English grammar rules are at my 

finger tips. 

7 Black sheep 
A disgraceful person  

¼dyad½ 
He is a black sheep for his family. 

8 Blue blood 
Noble blood  

¼‛kkgh [kwu½ 
I have a blue blood. 

9 Break in 

Enter with aim of 

stealing  
¼pksjh ds mn~ns‛; ls ?kqluk½ 

He broke in the house. 

10 Burning Question 
Important question 

¼egRoiw.kZ iz‛u½ 
It is a burning question of the day. 

11 
By leaps and 

bounds 
Rapidly 

¼cgqr rsth ls½ 

I am preparing this book by leaps 

and bounds. 

12 By virtue of Because of  
¼ds dkj.k½ 

By virtue of his power, Security 

guard didn‟t stop him. 

13 To bank upon To depend ¼fuHkZj gksuk½ I bank upon my Dad for everything. 

14 To bring to book 
To face the risk 

¼[krjk eksy ysuk½ 
His name is brought to book now. 

15 
Burn the candle in 

both ends 
To waste everything 

¼lc dqN u"V dj nsuk½ 

He had lots of money but he burnt 

the candle in both ends and now, he 

has nothing. 

16 Bury the hatchet 
To forget a quarrel 
¼fookn dks [kRe dj nsuk½ 

I have buried the hatchet. 

17 Capital punishment 
Punishment of Death 

¼eqR;qZnaM½ 

That terrorist has got capital 

punishment now. 

Just a few Idioms, Proverbs & Quotations are given here. Just cram them to enhance your 

English speaking skills.  



 

 

18 Close shave 
A narrow escape 
¼cky&2 cp fudyuk½ 

It was a close shave; otherwise I 

would have died. 

19 To catch tarter 

To find the better 

competitor  
¼‛ksj dks lok‛ksj feyuk½ 

Don‟t think yourself over smart. You 

will also catch a tarter some or the 

other day. 

20 Break the ice 
To remove the silence  

¼pqIih rksM+uk½ 

Everything was quiet. Suddenly, I 

asked a question to Ram and broke 

the ice. 

21 Cut no ice 
No effect  

¼dksbZ izHkko u iM+uk½ 

Your flattery can‟t cut any ice as he is 

a professional guy. 

22 A dead letter 
No longer in use  

¼iz;ksx gksuk cUn gks tkuk½ 
Radio is a dead letter now. 

23 Dark horse 
A strange competitor 

 

He might turn out to be a dark horse 

so be cautious. 

24 Eye wash 
To deceit  
¼/kks[kk nsuk½ 

He washed my eyes and just escape 

in the guise of an old man. 

25 By fits & starts 
Irregularly  

¼vfu;fer rjhds ls½ 

I am unhappy as the project is being 

prepared by fits and starts. 

26 Fall flat 
Collapse  
¼VwVuk] fxjuk½ 

Share market has suddenly fallen 

flat. 

27 For good For keeps ¼ges‛kk ds fy,½ You can take this book for good. 

28 To grease the palm 
To bribe  
¼?kwl nsuk½ 

I greased the palm of that waiter. 

There is no need to grease 

policemen‟s palm if you strictly abide 

by the law. 

29 Hale & hearty 
Healthy and strong 

¼LoLFk½ 

All the members of my family are 

hale and hearty. 

30 Hard up 
Financial difficulty 

¼iSls dh fdYyr½ 

I am hard up at this time but hoping 

to receive good money in near future. 

31 In a nut shell 
As a summery  

¼vUr esa½ 

In a nut shell, I would say that the 

corruption is the root cause of 

economic slowdown in India. 

32 In the guise of 
In the dress  

¼Hks"k esa½ 

He escaped in the guise of a 

politician. 

33 In vogue 
In fashion 

¼QS‛ku esa½ 
This kind of shirt is in vogue. 

34 Look blue 
Look nervous  

¼uoZl fn[kuk ;k yxuk½ 

Don‟t look blue. Be confident. All is 

well. 



 

 

35 
Lead a cat & dog 

life 
Quarrelling life  
¼>xM+kyw ft+Unxh½ 

I don‟t want to lead a cat & dog life. 

36 
Let bygones be 

bygones 
To ignore past  

¼tks chr x;k lks chr x;k ½ 

Forget the pass. Let bygones be 

bygones. 

37 Man of street 
Ordinary man  

¼vke vkneh½ 

We are men of street so we shouldn‟t 

forget our limitations 

38 Man of letters A scholar ¼fo}ku½ Pt. Nehru was a man of letters. 

39 
Make a mountain 

of mole hill 
To exaggerate  

¼ckr dks c<+k p<+kdj crkuk½ 

Whatever you appreciate, you actually 

make a mountain of mole hill. 

40 Nook and corner 
Each corner 

¼dksuk dksuk ;k pIik pIik½ 

Betel sellers are at every nook and 

corner these days. 

41 Once for all 
Finally, At the end 

¼vUr esa½ 

Once for all, I conclude “Love is 

something without which we are 

incomplete”. 

42 Point blank 
Frankly 

¼fcuk fgpfdpkgV ds½ 
He replied to me point blank. 

43 A rough diamond 
An illiterate but noble 

¼vui<+ ysfdu xq.khs½ 

He is a rough diamond that‟s why even 

if he is illiterate; he has reached to this 

amplitude in business. 

44 Red tapism 

Too many official 

formalities 
¼cgqr lkjh vkSipkfjdrk,¡½ 

The problem with government 

departments is too much red tapism. 

45 To run down 
Weak in health 
¼rfc;r [kjkc gksuk½ 

He is run down in health these days 

that‟s why he is not coming to school. 

46 A sharp tongue 
A bitter tongue  
¼dM+ok cksyus okyk½ 

He speaks only truth that‟s the reason 

he is said to be having a sharp tongue. 

48 A stumbling block 
An obstacle  

¼jksM+k] jkLrs dk dk¡Vk½ 

Financial hard up is a stumbling block 

for us. 

49 Sink differences 
To forget differences  

¼eueqVko [kRe dj nsuk½ 
I have sunk differences a long back. 

50 To split hairs 
To go into minute 

details ¼ckjhdh rd ?kqluk½ 
Don‟t split hairs of this matter. 

51 To standby 
To support, To help  

¼lkFk nsuk½ 

I will always stand by you; be it a 

happy time or a grief. 

52 A white lie 
A harmless lie  

¼>wB tks uqdlku u igq¡pk;s½ 

Sometimes in life, you have to tell a 

white lie. 

53 To win laurels 
To win fame  
¼Qsel gks tkuk½ 

Rahul has won laurels due to this social 

welfare organization. 

 



 

54 To wind up 
To bring to an end  

¼lekIr djuk½ 

I am going to wind up the discussion 

now. 

55 A bosom friend 
A close friend 

¼[kkl nksLr½ 

He has been a bosom friend of mine 

since childhood. 

56 En route 
On the way 

¼jkLrs esa½ 

Dehradun is en route when you go to 

Shimla from Delhi. 

57 
Hither and 

thither 
Here and there 

¼;gk¡ ogk¡½ 

Why are you clothes lying hither and 

thither? 

58 In vain 
Useless  

¼fujFkZd] csdkj½ 
Our endeavor will not go in vain. 

60 Rank and file 
Common people  

¼vke vkneh½ 

Luxury is mostly not for rank and file 

people. 

61 Look down upon 
To hate 

¼uQjr djuk ;k uhpk le÷kuk½ 
I never look down upon the poor. 

Proverbs ¼dgkorsa ½ 

uhps dqN dgkorsa nh x;h gSa] bUgsa ;kn dj yhft, & 

1. A bad man is better than a bad name.  cn vPNk cnuke cqjkA 

2. A burnt child dreads the fire.    nw/k dk tyk Nk¡N Hkh Qw¡d&2 dj ihrk gSA 

3. A diamond cuts a diamond.    yksgk yksgs dks dkVrk gSA 

4. A friend in need is a friend indeed.   t+#jr esa tks dke vk;s] ogh vlyh nksLr gSA 

5. A honey tongue, a heart of gale.   e/kqj ok.kh] nxkckt dh fu‛kkuhA 

6. A little knowledge is a dangerous thing.  v/kwjk Kku [krjukd gksrk gSA   

7. A man is known by the company he keeps. euq"; viuh laxfr ls igpkuk tkrk gSA 

8. A nine day‟s wonder.     pkj fnu dh pk¡nuhA 

9. A rotten apple injures its companions.       ,d xUnh eNyh lkjs rkykc dks xUnk dj nsrh gSA 

10.  All is well that ends well.    vUr Hkyk rks lc HkykA 

11. All that glitters is not gold.    gj pedus okyh pht+ lksuk ugha gksrhA 

12. Barking dogs seldom bite.    HkkSadus okys dqRrs dkVrs ughaA 

13. Beauty needs no ornaments.   lkSan;Z dks vkHkw’k.kksa dh t+#jr ughaA 

14. Beggars are not choosers.    nku dh cfN;k ds nk¡r ugha fxus tkrsA  

15. Beauty is in the eyes of beholder.   [kwclwjrh ns[kus okys dh vk¡[kksa esa gksrh gSA 

16.  Between two stools, we come to the ground. /kksch dk dqRrk ?kj dk u ?kkV dkA 

17.  Fool to others, to himself a sage.   vius eq¡g fe;k¡ feB~Bw gksukA 

18.  Let bygones be bygones.    tks chr x;k lks chr x;kA 

19. Many a little makes a mickle.   cw¡n cw¡n ls ?kM+k Hkjrk gSA  

20. Tit for tat /word for word/measure for measure. tSls dks rSlkA 

21. To make a mountain of a mole hill.  jkbZ dk igkM+ cukukA 

22.  Too much courtesy, too much craft.  e/kqj ok.kh] nxkckt dh fu‛kkuhA 

23.  Prosperity gains friends and Adversity tries them.  vehjh nksLr cukrh gS vkSj xjhch mUgsa ij[krh gSA 

24. Poverty breeds contempt. / Poverty breeds strife. xjhch ÷kxM+s dh tM+ gksrh gSA 
25. Limit your spendings to your earnings.        ft+ruh yEch pknj gks mrus gh iSj QSykus pkfg,A 

 


