Transformation

Textual Questions
1. Choose the correct alternative :

Question (a) “I have drunk the infinite like a Giant’'s wine” What does ‘wine’ refer
to?

(i) spirituality

i) world

(i) life

(iv) death

Answer: (i) spirituality

Question (b) “I am no more a vassal of flesh A slave to Nature and her leaden rule”
The poet here denotes :

i) He is no longer just a slave of the flesh.

i) He is no longer just a slave to nature.

iii) He is a man open to endless beauty and blessings that God provides.
iv) All of the above.
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Answer: (iv) All of the above

2. Answer the following questions in 15-20 words each :
% U Uy BT IR 15-20 Yeal H aiforT ;

Question (a) who does ‘Infinite’ refer to ?
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Answer: The word ‘Infinite’ refers to God. The poet has experienced the Infinite after his
trans formation from physical to eternal entity.
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Question (b) How is ‘Time’ a drama ?
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Answer: 'Drama’ means platform. The poet says that time is the platform from which he
can experience boundless divine bliss.
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Question (c) What does the soul of the poet want to do ?
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Answer: The soul of the poet wants to belong to the whole universe like a vast sun that
emits eternal deathless light.
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Question (d) How is the poet’s body a living tool ?
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Answer: The poet's body is ‘God’s living tool’ means that God will now spread his
message to the whole mankind through him.
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Answer the following questions in 50 words each :
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Question (a) What does the poet mean by “subtle rhythmic stream”?
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Answer: In the expression “subtle rhythmic stream”, the poet compares this state of his
life to the peaceful rhythmic flow of water in a stream. Through the comparison he



means to say that after achieving transformation of his self into a spiritual entithy, he
has attained supreme peace and joy in life.
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Question (b) “For the influx of the Unknown and Supreme” What does the poet
mean by the above line and who is he referring to ?
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Answer: By the line "For the influx of the Unknown and the Supreme”, the poet means
to say that his nerves have become the channels of divine bliss. Through them, the
excitement and rapture, wonder and blessings of life from God come into him in
abundance and fill his body with divine energy.
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Question (c) What does the poet mean by “My illumined cells joy’s flaming
scheme” ?
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Answer: By "My illumined cells joy’'s flaming scheme”, the poet means to say that after
tasting divinity in plenty, the cells of his body have been energised with divine power.
This supreme power brings him boundless joy and peace in life. His body is thrilled with
the experience of this bliss.
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Question (d) What does the title, “Transformation” suggest ?
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Answer: The title of the poem, ‘Transformation’, suggests that the poet has now
attained the state of an enlightened being. There has come a change in his physical
state into an eternal state of supreme bliss. He now belongs not only to the world but
also to the whole universe.
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Answer the following questions in 100 words each:
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Question (a) Critically analyse the holistic view of the poem.
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Answer: The poem, “Transformation” is a philosophical poem. The title of the poem,
itself, is very suggestive. It explains the change in the poet's existing form into a divine
form. Once this change is attained, the poet's breath catches a rhythm that gives him
supreme joy and peace.

The poet experiences God and the influx of His power in him. Time no longer remains a
mystery to him. He can now understand things beyond time. He feels that he now
belongs to the whole universe and his body is just a tool to spread God's message to
the whole world.
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Question (b) Explainthe metaphors used in the poem.
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(i) narrow mesh



(i) vassal
(iii) tool
(iv) vast sun

Answer:

1.

Narrow mesh : The poet compares carnal pleasures, emotions, attachments etc.,
to a narrow mesh. A man is entangled in them so he remains removed from the
divine bliss.
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Vassal : A vassal is tied to his master’s bidding so is man to his physical existance.
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Tool : A tool is used to accomplish a work. After the liberation of his soul, the
poet’'s body is God's tool to spread His message to mankind.
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Vast sun : The sun illumines the universe and provides unending energy to the
life and matter in it. The poet desires to be such a being as would enlighten
generation after generation.
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Additional Questions

Answer the following questions in 50 words each :
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Question 1. “I have drunk the Infinite like a giant’s wine.” Explain.
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Answer: The poet has attained transformation from mere physical existence into a
divine self. He says that he has now realised God and has tasted spirituality in great
measure. The realisation of divinity has given him boundless joy and peace in life and
filled his body organs with divine energy.
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Question 2. What effect does the transformation have on the poet?
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Answer: The poet's transformation into a divine entity has helped him to breathe
peacefully. Now his organs are filled with divine energy. His nerves have become
channels of divine rapture. His soul is free from the limitations of physical existence and
his body has become God's tool to spread His message to mankind.

Hd F ¢dd & I & URGd = I M~Yded Y o & T &1 g | 3d TP 3T
ST Soif A WR T §1 319 ITB! ASTT IRAF< BT HNT 81 i & | ST 3T Wi
@ﬁmmﬁﬁ%%ﬁmﬁémww%%ﬁmwmma
TR

Question 3. “l am no more a vassal of flesh”. What is the poet referring to ?
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Answer: By saying “| am no more a vassal of flesh”, the poet is referring to his
enlightenment and freedom from the compulsions of his physical existence. He says that
he is no more bound to the orders of his body. He is now free from all worldly desires,
emotions, attachments and attractions.
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Question 4. What does “measureless sight” refer to in the poem ?
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Answer: In the poem, by the phrase "measureless sight”, the poet refers to the
unlimited view of the universe. The poet’s enlightenment lets him see beyond time. His
spirit is now open to the endless beauty and blessings and wonder that existence of the
flesh hides from view of an ordinary being.
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Answer the following question in 100 words :
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Question: What philosophy does the poet enunciate in the poem ?
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Answer: In the poem, ‘Transformation’, the poet enunciates the philosophy of
enlightenment, the knowledge of the Divine. The poet professes that enlightenment
helps the spirit to conquer all the worldly attachments, false attractions, worldly desires
and pleasures that bind human beings and keep them as slaves.

It presents an unlimited view of the universe to the enlightened. Time no longer remains
a mysterious thing to him. His whole body is illumined with divine power that brings him
boundless joy and peace. Such a person becomes a messenger of God on this earth.
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