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INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION — THE
UnrteD NATIONS ORGANIZATION AND OTHERS

Main points of discussion
o The objectives of the UNO and its organs

] The United Nations and the world peace

] The United Nations and Human Rights, Human Rights Commission in India

e e

L Onher important inlemational institutions i
2.1 The Objectives of the United Nations and s
Organs:

After the World War-1 (1914) the League of Nations was formed
to ensure world peace and to stop wars in future. However, because
of its failure the World War-11 broke out in 1939. The magnitude of the
devastations brought by the Second World War made the world population
so scared that they re-started thinking about the formation of another world
organization. As a result another world organization namely the United

‘ations Organization was formed un_.'!:#_ﬂ_::inh-c_r._!_!l—“lj;ﬁ]wgmhﬂ 51 stoles
put their signature to the UN charter in the San Francisco Conference and
thus the UNO came into being. Since the birth, it has been doing its best

(Erlﬁ' save the people of the world from the danger of another “'ﬂr!'i war.,
he people of the world observe the day of birth of the UNO, i.e. the

24 October as the UN DAY all over the world.
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A present with
195 member  states,
the UMD has been
engaged  ceasclessly
fur  the  peaceful
solution  to all  the
disputed  issucs  for
which  the  world
peeple  have  heen
citending support to
it. The Head office of
the UNC is sitdated at
Mew York in the United
States af America) The
objectives  of " the

UMD are stated below :
2:1.1 The fﬂ]jrt'riw_“'. of the UMD :
There are altogether 1L Articles in the UN charter, In its

very first Article, four objectives of the UNO have been incorporated,

They are

1.7 E':['u maintain Intermational peace and security .""fj‘//

2,  To establish friendship among all countries of the werld on the
basis of equal rights and self dctﬁminaticrnp

3.  To bring about solutions of the existing economic, social and
cultural problems and disputed issues on the basis of the international
cooperation so that cach and every individual person becomes able
1o enjoy Human Rights and Fundamental Rights.

4.  To perform as a centre of excellence 1o establish good and cordial
relations among various countries to achieve the aforesaid
objectives.

2.1.2 The Principles of the UNO : \ A

o
The principles of the UNO are as follows- .--"'"':"r:

1.  The LINO is established on the principle of equal sovereignty of all
member countres.

2. Allthe member states shall perform their own duties and responsibilitics
by obeying the Rules as mentioned in the UN charter.

3, All the member states of the UNO shall settle all the disputes peacfully
and without affecting intemational peace, sccurity and justice,

4.  In the interests of maintaining cordial international relations all

{nfeenaiizmnd rpanizaion - the Urited Nations Orgarizatdon ond Others
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memhbers shall refrain from threat or vse of fomee against agy
slole.

The member states shall extend help and support to the UROH Il and
when the UN asks for, as in the UN charter and no memlier stage
would extend help or support to the particular statc oo states that
are facing UNO's punitive action,

2.1.3 : The organs of the UNO

l»Thn: Six organs of the UNO are (17 General Assembly (2) Security
Council (3) Economic and Social Council (4) Trusteeship Council {5)
International Court of Justice (1CJ) and (6) Secretarial)

(1) General Assembly @ General Assembly
is the bipeest organ of the UNO. The General
Assembly is formed by all the member states of the
UNO to which cach member stote sends five
representatives. Dut at the time of voting cach
memhber state can cast only one vote. The session
of the General Assembly is held once in a year. Since
the size of the General Assembly is gipantic, therclore

L | it performs its various activities through some
The Present UN Secretary General Antonis Guiermes | COMMItCes,, . <5

(1) Security Council

: [The Sccurity Council is the most
important organ of the UNO, At the time of the UNO’s inception
there were five permanent members and six temporary members. In
the year 1963, the 23 Article of the UN charter was amended
thereby increasing the temporary members to ten from the existing
six. The temporary members of the Sceurity Council are elected by
the General Assembly, The permanent member states of the Security
Council are the USA, Great Britain, France, Russia and China. In
order 1o take decision on any important matier, altopether minimum
tinc members including five permancnt members of the sccurity
council must give their consent. Each of the 5 permanent members
has the right 1o exercise veto power. As a result no decision can
'm:l.tulr:n:'.n on any matter even if one permanent member of the Seourily
‘-':l:rl:imr:.:i! differs and uses its velo pnw?

(3) Economic and Social Council : & the time of inception of the
UNO, the total number of members of the Economic and Social Council
was 18. But in 1965 its members were increased to 27 and finally the
number of its members was raised to 54 in 1973, The General Assembly

Palitical Science and Ecomomies
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“rhects the members of this counctl o a tenure of 5 years, This Council

wag formead inoaccordene e with the Artic le 55 of the UN charter to preeform
ils duties in refation o all imterantional cconomic, soial, enliural, educational,
health aned other related problems, The Council submits its repert with
neressary segpestions on the aforcsaid subjects to the General Assembly
afler propeer sy,

(4} Trusteeship Council : The Article 76 of the LI charter refers
t the formation of the Trustceship Couneil. The Tresteeship Council was
formed to make the people of the countries under its pnrisdiction for the
attainment of freedom by making progress in economie, political, social and
educational ficlds, The Trusiceship Council consists of three types of
members namely (A) The countries falling within the jurisdiction of the Trust
{B3) The permanent members of the Security Council who are not entrusied
with the respansibility of the countries under the Tiust, (C) The members
who are elected by the General Assembly for three years.

{5) International Court of Justice (1CJ) : The International Court
of Justice is the judicial organ af the UNOQ. This is an lmpnrtunl.urg:m
af the UNO formed with 15 Judges, All the member states nl'tllb U'ND
are its members. The main function of the IC] is to seitle the 1:'1.51':5 i'h:d
by the affected member states of the UNCO. The disputed states are I.'ul:rth'ld
to acecpl the verdict passcd by the 1C]L

{6} Secretariat : The Secretanat is like the heart of the UNO. This
15 formed by s Sceretary General and other staff. The Secretarial exccules
and implemenits all the decisions taken by the UNO. According to Article
97 af the UN chaner, the General Assembly appoints the Secretary General
with the recommendation of the Sceurity Council, The role of the permanent
members of the Seeurity Council is very significant in the appoimtment of
the Scerctary General. His tenure is 5 years deration, but hefshe may be
re-clected. The first Scerctary General of the UNO was Tryvehaldan Lee
of Norway, The present Secretary General is Antonio Guierres of Portugal.

Apart from the six organs of the UNO, the other Agencies of the
UNO are (1) Imernational Labour Organization (ILO) (2) World Health
Organization (WHO) (3) Development Mlanning Agency of the UND
(UNDP) (4) United Nations Human Rights Commission (UNHRC)
{5) United Nations Intemational Children’s Emergency Fund (UNICEF) (6)
United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural rganization (UNESCO)
{7) International Monetary Fund (IMF) (8) Food and Agriculture
Organization {FAQ).

Freeriarional rpanization = the pited Nations Orpenizetion ond filers
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2,2 The UNO and the world peace:

The LN which is turning 70 years by now was established in 1943
after the World War-11 The very objective of the UNO was to tenowe
the fear of war and its subscquent devasiations from the mind of the world
people forever and to build a peeceful world. The rale that the U has
been playing during this long peiod to create a peaceful envitonment in
this problematic world through discussion and mutual nnderstanding, is in
fact encouraging, inspiring and also positive, However, in many cascs, the
strung stand taken by the USA and frequent US imerventions through military
activities without the UN recommendation and approval, has certainly created
some tremior in the efficacy of the UNO, Mevertheless, the UNO has been
proved suceessiul in difusing many warlike situations on several occasions
during UNO™s long run.

The bold steps taken by the UNO 10 remove the war like situations
among the nations through disammament is certainly significant and praiscworthy.
In January, 1952, the UNO had established the Disarmament Commission.
The UKD has accarded many treaties 1o fring about peace in the world.
Among thosc, important treatics ate — ir|-|,: F"'ilrln.l Nuclear Test Ban Treaty
(1963), the Outer Space Treaty {1967)," the Nuclear Non Froliferation Treaty
{1968), the Seabed Control Treaty (1971), SALT (1972), SALT-U {1979),
Nuclear Arms Control Treaty (1993), the START- (Strategic Arms Reduction
Trealy, 1991) and START-I (1993) and the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty
(CTET) (1996). CTHET was supponed by as many as 158 nations. These
are certainly a great intervention for the peace loving people of the world.
In the Jong run the{Preventive tive Diplomiey adopted by the UNO in June, znu?]
has certainly helped 1o take infliative in setling disputes through discussion.

On the whele, it is the sole duty and responsibility of the member
states of the UNO to make the UNO sirong, competent and united. With
the good will, cooperation and loyalty of the members, the UNO may be
able to bring about world peace.

I,J{'I'ln. UNO and the Human Rights {:mnmiﬁsiuﬁf

IIl'l'h-:& Human Rights Commission of the UNO was sct up on 16
Fehruary ]':’J-“I-ﬁ This permancnt organization came into being in order
1o SeCure. the | nghts of the people of the world, At the inception of this

it St oSl = Y

the Commission was mt*rca.'iul_l.u_....j Again in 1993 its number was
increased 1o 53. The members of the Human Rights Commission are clected
for three vears. The Commission takes its decision on the basis of the
majority of vote,

The Human Rights Commission sceks reports on the violation of human
rights from the member states and it takes up such cases for hearing.

Politlcal Selence aud Lcoromica
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231 The Human Righis Declaration of the UNU:\‘.

The UK which was fromed to increase coopcration amang i'ltg
mpmber states and o ensure a peacelul EII'I.-'!TI.I.I'I.I'IIL nt in the world, has also

rirp-hasized the a=peet of Human Rights. Illr General Assembly of the LINO
adorded the Heman [ights Decluation en, 10 Deeember, ]'3'4E with the
supyniet o1 the df member states to scrurcE:_hc Ilunmn H.Lghf'#lhm are
essrutial for cach individeal to live o tignified human life' That is the TeaAson
why the day 10 Decembier is being celetnated as the World Human Rights
oy nl] aver the world CYCry VOAL
Ihr Human Rights Dieclaration which L:}niﬁl'i a Preamble_and 30
Articles hos mainly served two objectives. Firstly} the rights of the people
of the world have been incorparated in this Dcc]umll'nn.-_?cmndly.f_lhﬂ
member states have given ruccgnilinn to these rights which have been
|:|1cl:|'rn:lm:d in the Declaration.
|" It is noteworthy that the human rights mentioned in the Declaration
have brought certain limitations 1o the powers and functions of the member
states of the UNO. Because on principle, no state can ignore these rights.
The UNO has made it ¢lear through the Human Righits Declaration that
by depriving the citizens of the country of their nights, it is nol possible
10 sccure international peace and security. It is encouraging and praiseworthy
that the UNO has taken positive steps for the citizens of the world to live
a dignified life;-

Although'the Human Rights Declaration is not a Treaty and the member
states of the UNO are not bound, nevertheless this Declaration with the
good will of the member states of the UNO has helped the people of the
world 1o make all round development of their personality.

2.5.2 National Human Rights Commission (India)

In 1966 the UND adopted a resolution and it sought suggestions from
all its member states regarding the formation of Human Rights Commission
in the respective state, In 1970 the Human Rights Commission of the UNO
pursued the 1ssue of forming Human Rights Commission in all the member
statcs seriously and accordingly the UN proposal in this regard was put
forward 1o all the member states, Again in June, 1993 in the Human Rights
Commission’s conference held in Viena, the issue of forming Human Rights
Commission in cach of the UN member states was reiterated. As a result
such Human Rights Commission was formed in the member states to sccure
and protect human rights in respective states.

@n_.‘!ﬂ_ﬂ_rp!mmcnﬁi‘r the president of India through an erdinance formed
Mational Human Rights Commission intndia.ﬂdﬂ_kc_ﬁn_bcr_l_ﬁ_in {he same year

fovernatioan! Orpanizatfon - the United Nattens Qrgandzation ond Oihers
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a bill was iabled in the parliament in place of the ordimance. On & Tunuacy, 1994
the president gave his consenton the Bill and the same beeame an Act, The snme
Act is known as the Human Rights Protection Act, 1992, In aceordance with Lhis
Mational Human Rights Commission, State Human Rights Commissions have
:Im?uy.::]ﬂcl up in the provinces.

The' Chiairman of the National Human Rights Commission should be
a retired Chief Justice of the Supreme Courl: Among other members are
(1) one member is cither a serving or a retired judge of the Supreme Court
(2} another member is cither a serving Chief Justice of any High Court
or retired Chicf Justice of High Court and (3) two members are (rom those
having knowledge apd experience on human riphts activitics as activish

In addition the chairman of the Mational Minority Cmnmizzsinnﬁ_ht
chairman of the Schedule Caste and Schedule Tribe's National Commissian
and the chairman of the Mational Women's Commission shall be the "“:m‘_mm
of the National Human Rights Commission; The president of Indlia appoinits
all the members of the Commission fm'f; VEArs, ; .

The Commission shall-take up all the human rights vielation fﬂ“:]:z
India and after proper scrutiny and review, it shall subamil its rcn::-rt];?ghm
Govermnment for necessary action. On the whole the Mational Iursan llg s
Commission must play the role of a seatinel so far the human righ
concemed.

; . jzations:
2.4. Other important International Organizat

3 oS
Apart from the UNO, other impariant internationd

| organizati
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(1) Commonwealth of Nations

(2) Amnesty Intemational (Al) i

{3) Morih Atlantic Teeaty Oepanieation (NATO) UAE

(4} Intcmational Renewable Encrzy Agency —

(5) Asia Pacific Economic Corporation (APEC) 5';;iam1ﬂ

(6) Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN) Pl

(7) Intermational Cricket Council (ICC) Zurich

(8) International Federation of Fooball Association (FIFA) P

(9) World Economic Forum (WEF) S“,Eu.,_-ﬂ;m
(10) International Hockey Federation L"‘"s‘mn;du Nepal
(11) South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) _’Edlli],_/'-'—”/
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SUMMARY
The UNO was sel up on 2§ Oelober, 1945

24 October is celebrated as the UN DAY overy year
,*.[!|]l_1-|:|l1r:r there are 11 Artieles in the UM chanter

T % § 9

Tiul: six organs of the UNO are (1) General Assembly (2) Security Council (3)
Feonomic and Social Council (4) Trustceship Council (5) International Court of Justice
(6) Sccretariat,”)

§

The steps taken by the UNO to eradicate war like environment among the countrics
of the world through Disormament 15 quite significant and lavdable.

2 The UN General Asscmbly adopted the Human Rights Declaration with the support
of 48 member states of the UND on 10 December, 1948,

@ The president formed the National Human Rights Commission on 28 September, 1993
through an ordinance. On Bth Jan, 1994, it became an Acl.

EXERCISE

Very short answer questions :

17 Why was the UNO formed?

2" Mention two objectives of the UNO.
J}.r-" Write the names of the UN organs.

Write the names of the two Agencies related to the UNO.

;f Write the names of two Treatics which were signed on Disarmament.
fﬁ.-"' What is mecant by Human Righis?

Lonpg Answer Questions i

1 Discuss the aims of the UNO for which it eame into exisience and also discuss
its principles.

Write a note on the Sccurity Council of the UND.
‘3:’,,.:" Discuss the steps taken by the UND on world peace.
‘;1"# Write a note regarding Watienal Human Rights Commission in India.
L/S/H Discuss the steps taken by the UNO regarding Human Rights,

Tnternational Grganization — the Unlred Natlons Organizetton and Others
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