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Warm Up

a. � From the pictures given below, identity the actions that may cause inconvenience 
and discomfort to others. Discuss.

Unit

6
Prose

A.G. Gardiner

On the Rule of the Road

Personal freedom Public liberty

colouring the hair red

A stout old lady was walking with 
her basket down the middle of a street in 
Petrograd to the great confusion of the 
traffic and with no small peril to herself. 
It was pointed out to her that the pavement 
was the place for pedestrians, but she 
replied: 'I'm going to walk where I like. 
We've got liberty now.' It did not occur to 
the dear old lady that if liberty entitled the 

b. � Classify these pictures to show what they depict–Personal freedom/Public 
liberty.
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pedestrian to walk down the middle of the 
road, then the end of such liberty would 
be universal chaos.

Everybody would 
be getting in everybody 
else's way and nobody 
would get anywhere. 
Individual liberty would have become 
social anarchy. There is a danger of the 
world getting liberty-drunk in these days 
like the old lady with the basket, and it is 
just as well to remind ourselves of what 
the rule of the road means. It means that 
in order that the liberties of all may be 
preserved, the liberties of everybody must 
be curtailed. When the policeman, say, at 
Piccadilly Circus, steps into the middle 
of the road and puts out his hand, he is 
the symbol not of tyranny, but of liberty. 
You may not think so. You may, being in a 
hurry, and seeing your car pulled up by his 
insolence of office, feel that your liberty 
has been outraged. “How dare this fellow 
interfere with your free use of the public 
highway?” Then, if you are a reasonable 
person, you will reflect that if he did not 
interfere with you, he would interfere 
with no one, and the result would be that 
Piccadilly Circus would be a maelstrom 
that you would never cross at all. You 
have submitted to a curtailment of private 
liberty in order that you may enjoy a social 
order which makes your liberty a reality.

Liberty is not a personal affair only, but 
a social contract. It is an accommodation 
of interests. In matters which do not touch 
anybody else's liberty, of course, I may be 
as free as I like. If I choose to go down the 
road in a dressing- gown who shall say me 
nay? You have liberty to laugh at me, but I 

have liberty to be indifferent to you. And if 
I have a fancy for dyeing my hair, or waxing 
my moustache (which heaven forbid), or 
wearing an overcoat and sandals, or going 
to bed late or getting up early, I shall follow 
my fancy and ask no man's permission. I 
shall not inquire of you whether I may eat 
mustard with my mutton. And you will 
not ask me whether you may follow this 
religion or that, whether you may prefer 
Ella Wheeler Wilcox to Wordsworth, or 
champagne to shandy. In all these and a 
thousand other details you and I please 
ourselves and has no one's leave. 

We have a whole kingdom in which 
we rule alone, can do what we choose, 
be wise or ridiculous, harsh or easy, 
conventional or odd. But when we step 
out of that kingdom, our personal liberty 
of action becomes qualified by other 
people's liberty. I might like to practice 
on the trombone from midnight till three 
in the morning. If I went onto the top of 
Everest to do it, I could please myself, but 
if I do it in my bedroom my family will 
object, and if I do it out in the streets the 
neighbours will remind me that my liberty 
to blow the trombone must not interfere 
with their liberty to sleep in quiet.
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There are a lot of people in the world, 
and I have to accommodate my liberty to 
their liberties. We are all liable to forget 
this, and unfortunately we are much more 
conscious of the imperfections of others in 

this respect than of our own. A reasonable 
consideration for the rights or feelings of 
others is the foundation of social conduct. 
It is in the small matters of conduct, in the 
observance of the rules of the road, that 
we pass judgment upon ourselves, and 
declare that we are civilized or uncivilized. 
The great moments of heroism and 
sacrifice are rare. It is the little habits of 
commonplace intercourse that make up 
the great sum of life and sweeten or make 
bitter the journey.

Alfred George Gardiner was a British journalist and author. He was 
a prolific essayist and his style and subject matter easily qualified 
him to be categorized as what the English would call a very civilized 
gentleman. His essays include ‘On Habits’, ‘On Being Tidy’ and 
‘On Talk and Talkers’. ‘On the Rule of the Road’, was included in 
one of Gardiner’s compilations titled ‘Leaves in the Wind’ and was 
published under his pseudonym “Alpha of the Plough’’.

About The Author

confusion - mess
peril - risk
pedestrians - persons who walk on 

the streets 
chaos - confusion
anarchy - lawlessness/ rebellion
preserved - maintained
curtailed - reduced
tyranny - autocracy

Glossary
insolence - rudeness
interfere - hinder
contract - commitment
indifferent - unconcerned
fancy - desire
shandy - lemonade
ridiculous - comical
conventional - normal
accommodate - fit in with
consideration - scrutiny

1. � Answer the following questions in 
one or two  sentences each.

a. � Why did the lady think she was 
entitled to walk down the middle of 
the road?

b. � What would be the consequence of 
the old lady’s action?

c. � What does the ‘rule of the road’ 
mean?

d. � Why should individual liberty be 
curtailed?
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e. � How would a reasonable person 
react when his actions affect other 
person’s liberty?

f. � Define ‘liberty’ as perceived by the 
author.

g. � According to the author, what are we 
more conscious of?

h. � What is the foundation of social 
conduct?

i. � How can we sweeten our life’s 
journey?

j. � What does the traffic policeman 
symbolize?

2. � Answer the following questions in 
three or four sentences each.

a. � What is ‘liberty’ according to the old 
lady?

b. � How would ‘liberty’ cause universal 
chaos?

c. � Why is there a danger of the world 
getting ‘liberty drunk’?

d. � ‘Curtailment of private liberty is 
done to establish social order’ – Do 
you agree?

3. �Answer each of the following in a 
paragraph of 100–150 words.

a. � What do you infer from Gardiner’s 
essay ‘On the rule of the Road'? 

b. � Explain in your own words, "What 
freedom means?"

c. � "My right to swing my fist 
ends, where your nose begins."  
Elucidate with reference to, ‘On the 
Rule of the Road’.

d. � Civilization can only exist when 
the public collectively accepts 
constraints on its freedom of action 
– Explain.

 Pronunciation -   Functional Stress

There are many English words with 
the same spelling but pronounced in two 
different ways. Usually, when the first 
syllable is stressed, the word is a Noun and 
when the second syllable is stressed, the 
word is a Verb.

For example the word 'contract', 
when it functions as a Noun will take 
the meaning ‘commitment’, while the 
same word, con'tract as a Verb, will take 
the  meaning ‘shrink’. Make a note on the 
change in the word stress also.

a) � Now the teacher will read the following 
words. Listen carefully to the stress in 
each word. Write against each word 
whether it is a noun or a verb and mark 
the stress.

'contract con'tract
'conduct con'duct
'object ob'ject
'subject sub'ject
'present pre'sent
'desert de’sert
'project pro'ject
'refuse re'fuse

'address ad'dress

b. � The most noticeable difference between 
American and British English is in the 
vocabulary usage. There are hundreds 
of everyday words that are different. 

Vocabulary
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loo
sweets

bin

d. � Similarly there is a difference 
in the spelling of certain words 
between American and British 
English. In Column ‘A’ words are 
spelled in American. Write down 
the corresponding British English 
spelling for those words in column ‘B’. 
(The first one is done for you)

A B
odor odour

program
parlor

apologize 
color
check 

theater
gray 

behavior 
humor 
labor

For example, British call the front of a 
car the Bonnet, while Americans call it 
the Hood.

c. � Some British English words are given in 
column ‘A’. Write their corresponding 
American English word is Column ‘B.’

British American
pavement side walk
pull over 
waistcoat

chips
flat

ground floor
underground

queue
wind screen

indicator
timetable

post
holiday
autumn

lift
nappy

full stop 

Listen carefully to the story being read out and answer the questions.

1.  According to the father what kept the kite up?

a.  the kite itself	 b.  air	 c.  the string	 d.  father’s skills

2.  The string helped the kite to

a.  withstand the pressure	 b.  break free	 c.  crash	 d.  soar high

3.  To realize our full potential, we should 

a.  obey our elders	 b.  follow a set of rules	 c.  work hard	 d.  plan well

4.  A train should go on the _________ to reach its destination.

a.  track	 b.  line	 c.  road	 d.  path

 Listening
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Question 1:  �How should teenagers guard 
against cyber crimes?

Answer: 

 � Desist from interacting with strangers 
on social media and never meet 
strangers in person pursuant to social 
media chat/interaction.

 � Avoid having your picture as profile 
picture. Even if you choose to have one, 
do so while restricting those persons 
who can see your profile picture.

 � Do not download software's/Apps from 
unknown sources. Do not download 
unnecessary apps in the devices.

 � Be a member of social media group 
or whatsapp group only if you know 
majority of members in it and also if it 
is relevant to be part of the group. Do 
not believe and blindly share message 
in social media without verifying the 
facts.

 � Keep front camera of mobile phones, 
laptops etc., closed when not used. For 
Example, Stickers may be used to close 
the camera and to avoid remote access 
of front camera.

5.  To realize our full potential, we should 

a.  obey our elders	 b.  follow a set of rules	 c.  work hard	 d.  plan well

6.	 Taking freedom in our own hands will lead to

a.  self-discipline	 b.  chaos	 c.  a code of conduct	 d.  freedom

7.	 The main idea of the passage is

a.  the art of flying kites	 b.  father’s advice to his son 
c.  the importance of   discipline	 d.  the right to freedom

a. � Everybody enjoys holidays but, when it 
comes to safety ‘There is no holiday for 
Safety’. Discuss in groups what safety 
measures one should take while driving 
a car/ two wheeler.

b. � Your school has arranged for a road 
safety campaign, Share a few ideas with 
your classmates which can be used 
during the campaign. For example 
‘Speed thrills but kills’.

Cyber Safety

Technology is a double edged sword. 
In this day and age, it is not possible to 
restrict the children totally from using 
the digital technologies. But some sort of 
checks and balances should be maintained 
at all times.

Given below is a text on "Cyber safety" 
developed from the inputs received 
from Crime-Branch Crime Investigation 
Department (CBCID), Tamilnadu dated: 
05.12.2018. Read the text and answer the 
questions that follow.

 Speaking

 
Reading
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Question 2: �What should we do to ensure 
Safe Surfing?

Answer: 

 � Use a secure browser.

 � Do not surf unsecure websites. A 
website with URL starting with https:// 
is a secure website. If the website URL 
starts only as http://, it is unsecure.

 � Avoid clicking on links from unknown 
mails/pop ups.

 � Do not enter passwords when 
connected to a public network (WiFi 
in Railway station or Airports)

 � Always use a computer in which 
updated Anti Virus is installed.

Question 3: � What are the details not 
to be revealed in public 
domain ?

Answer:

 � Any Passwords

 � Bank account /credentials

 � Credit card/Debit card details

 � Personal mobile number

 � Date of Birth

 � Any details which would help to track 
your routine activities

Question 4: � What should parents do 
to ensure the safety of 
children in cyber space ?

Answer: 

 � Set a fixed time during which children 
are allowed to surf the internet.

 � Always place the computer in that part 
of the house, which is visited most 
often by everyone. Don't keep the 
computer in a secluded part.

 � Talk with the children and educate 
them on the websites that they are 
allowed / not allowed to visit.

 � Be "Friends" with the children's social 
media account so that their activities 
are monitored.

 � Install an Anti Virus with parental 
control in the computer.

 � Make it a habit to check browsing 
history/hidden files, apps installed etc., 
on the computer/ device to monitor 
activity of the children.

Question 5: � Should children be 
discouraged from playing 
online games?

Answer: 

 � Encourage children to play outdoor 
games.

 � Monitor closely if they are found 
playing a single game for long hours.

 � Watch out for early signs of addiction 
to games such as

 � Decreasing academic activity

 � Less time spent with family

 � Loss of interest in things previously 
enjoyed.

 � Lack of sleep / Sore Eyes

 � Headaches

 � Create awareness about the ill-effects 
of dangerous online games.
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Agreement of the  
subject with the verb

Let us recall what you have learnt earlier 
about Subject–Verb agreement.

What you need to know about  
"Ethical Hacking"

Hacking generally refers to 
unauthorized intrusion into a computer 
or a network. The person engaged in 
hacking activities is known as a hacker. 
This hacker may alter system or security 
features to accomplish a goal that differs 
from the original purpose of the system. 
Hackers employ a variety of techniques.

How to safeguard?

To safeguard against hacking of 
personal data, it is suggested that the 
system should be installed with upto date 
Anti Virus. If the data is confidential in 
nature it is suggested that the system itself 
should be disconnected and made into 
a standalone the system. Don't click on 
popup windows as they would download 
harmful .exe files. Confidential Data 
such as Banking username, password, 
Aadhaar number, Pan number, Account 
number etc., should not be stored in the 
browser. 

 
Grammar

Questions

1. �Which of the following should one 
avoid while using social media? Tick 
against the correct options.

 �Interacting with strangers on 
social media

 �Avoid posting your picture as 
profile picture

 �Forwarding Whatsapp messages 
without verifying facts

 Use a secure browser

 �Entering passwords while using 
public network

2. �How can we identify insecure websites?

3. �Mention any three details that should 
not be revealed in public domain.

1.

2.

3.

4. �What should parents do to ensure cyber 
safety for their wards ? (Any three 
points)

5. �Why is it not advisable to play online 
games?

6. Pick out words which mean the same as

a) stop doing something (para 1)

b) place or fix (para 2)

c) not protected (para 2)

d) keep a check on (para 3)
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Study the following pairs of sentences.

 � Every citizen has to follow the rules of 
the society.

 � All citizens have duties to perform.

In sentence 1, the subject ‘every citizen’ is 
of the singular Number. Hence the verb 
‘has’ is also singular.

In sentence 2, the subject ‘All citizens’ is of 
the Plural Number. Hence the verb ‘have’ 
is also plural.

The verb should agree with the subject in 
Number and Person.

Concord or agreement denotes the 
agreement between the subject and the 
verb in a sentence. In general, a singular 
subject takes a singular verb and a plural 
subject takes a plural verb.

Read the following sentences.

 � I go to school  by bus.

 � She goes to school by cycle.

The subject in sentence 1 is the 
pronoun ‘I’. The verb agrees with the 
subject.

The subject in sentence 2 is a pronoun 
of the third person.  The verb used is ‘goes’.

Observe these sentences.

 � Every man and every woman has 
duties to perform.

 � Each boy and each girl was given a 
special prize.

When two singular nouns joined by 
‘and’ are preceded by ‘each’ or ‘every’ the 
pronoun must be singular and the verb is 
also singular.

Read the sentences given below. 

 � The team is performing well.

 � The staff are arguing about the dates 
of the  tour programme.

 � The class is organising a debate. 

 � The class are arguing over the issue.

 � The jury has given its verdict.

 � The jury are divided in their 
opinion.

Some of the collective nouns like 
‘class, cabinet, committee, board, jury, 
government, team and staff, take a 
singular verb when  they are considered a 
unit, and a plural verb if the members are 
considered individually.

Observe the following sentences.

 � The scenery of Kashmir is 
enchanting.

 � All the information he gave me was 
false.  

 � All the furniture has been 
remodelled.

 � Your hair has turned grey.

 � His luggage is missing.

Nouns such as advice, alphabet, 
brick, clothing, furniture, information, 
luggage, poetry, scenery, thunder etc. are 
used only in the singular form and the 
verb that follows them is also singular. 
They are neither preceded by an indefinite 
article  nor pluralised.

Look at the sentences given below.

 � The Correspondent and Principal 
has called for a meeting.
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Read the sentences given below.

 � Kumar, as well as his friends, has 
won the prize.

 � The captain, with all his sailors, was 
drowned.

 � The students along with their 
teacher, have gone on a visit to the 
Museum.

When two subjects, one singular 
and the other plural, are connected by 
‘as well as’, ‘with’, ‘along with’, ‘together 
with’, the verb agrees with the first subject. 
If the first subject is singular the verb is 
singular; if the first subject is plural, the 
verb is plural.

Task 1

I � Choose the correct option and complete 
the sentences.

1. � Manoj ________(was, were) present 
along with his parents.

2. � Each of these boys _______ (has, have) 
passed.

3. � Neither Lekha nor Leela ______ (has, 
have) been selected.

4. � Every man, woman and child _______ 
(was, were) happy.

5. � One  of the machines _______ (is, are)
defective.

6. � A number of books _________ (is, are) 
missing.

7. � Seker or his brothers ________ (has, 
have) done it.

8. � To make a promise and then not to 
keep it ________ (is, are) dishonesty.

 � The Correspondent and the 
Principal are attending a meeting.

When ‘and’ connects two or more 
titles or designations of the same person, 
the verb is always singular. In sentence 1, 
two posts are held by the same person. 
So the verb is singular. In sentence 2, the 
posts are held by two different persons. 
Hence the verb is plural.

Observe the following sentences.

 � Five rupees has no value these days.

 � Three miles is a short distance.

 � Two weeks is a long holiday.

Some nouns denoting money, time 
and distance take a singular verb, as the 
specific quantity or amount is considered 
a whole.

Now read these sentences.

 � Either Ramesh or Naren is in  the 
wrong.

 � Neither Kamal nor Rahim was 
present at the conference. 

Two or more singular subjects 
connected by or, nor, either…. or,  
neither… nor, take a singular verb.

Observe the following sentences.

 � Either Rahim or his brothers have 
to be invited.

 � Neither his friends nor Victor is 
aware of the news. 

When two subjects, one singular 
and the other plural, are connected  
by ‘neither….nor’, ‘either….or’, the 
verb agrees in person with the subject  
nearer to it.
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we  use the imperative. The  process can 
also be described using the passive voice.

Linkers are essential to join the 
different instructions  together. Terms 
such as  first, then, next, and then finally, 
are all used in the narration / descriptive 
process.

Study the sample paragraph describing 
the process of cleaning a flask.

Take a pinch of non-abrasive 
washing powder or washing soda and put 
it inside the flask. You could even use a 
mild cleaning liquid. In that case, pour a 
few drops of the cleaning liquid into the 
flask. Next, take a mug of hot water. Pour 
it into the flask, close it and shake well. 
Then clean the inner surface of the flask 
with a gentle brush.

Also clean the cap of the flask. Rinse 
well three or four times. Then allow the 
flask to dry. If there is an unpleasant 
odour,  a pinch of sugar can be put into 
the flask and  the flask could  be cleaned 
properly with hot water.

Task 1:

Preparation of apple juice

You plan to delight your parents and sister, 
serving them chilled apple juice. Here is 
the process: (Complete the sentences with 
the right form of the verbs)

Four or five apples ___________ 
(take) and __________(wash) well. 
They ___________ (wipe) dry and cut 
into pieces of medium size. The seeds 
__________ ( remove). Then the apples 
________ (put) into the mixer. Some 
milk ____(add) .The apples __________ 
(crush) and a fine liquid _______ 

9. � One or the other of those men _______ 
(has, have) lodged a complaint.

10. � Each leaf and each flower _______ 
(was, were) stripped off the tree. 

Task 2

II. � Identify the errors in each of the 
following sentences and rewrite them 
Correctly.

1. � Either Shyam or Ram have to pay the 
fine.

2. � Abdul as well as Karim deserve praise.

3. � Ten thousand rupees a month are an 
insufficient income.

4. � Many a student were awarded at the 
function.

5. � Neither Veena nor her sisters has been 
informed of the accident.

6. � Mithra as well as her daughters enjoy 
singing.

7. � You, who is my friend, should help me.

8. � My scissors is missing.

9. � A variety of pleasing objects charm the 
eye.

10. � Sixty miles are a long distance.

Describing a process

When we describe a process,  we use 
a series of instructions to describe how 
we  make  or produce something  or to 
elaborate how something is done.

When instructions are given as to 
how to make a particular dish, or to operate 
a machine or to perform an experiment, 

Writing 
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Task 3:

Attempt a description of the following 
processes, in about 100 words each, either 
using the imperative or the passive.

1. � Preparing your favourite dish

2. � Organising a birthday party in your 
house

3. � Sending a letter by courier service

4. � Obtaining a demand draft from a 
bank

(obtain). This liquid ________ (filter) 
and the juice __________( store) in the 
refrigerator. It is __________(take ) out 
whenever needed, and after adding sugar, 
it _________ (serve) in cups.

Task 2: 

Installing a computer

The description of installing a computer 
in your study room is given in the form 
of jumbled sentences. Rearrange the 
sentences in the right order and form a  
coherent paragraph.

1. � Once you connect the CPU, connect 
the keyboard and mouse.

2. � Before turning on the power, check 
that all parts are connected to the 
CPU.

3. � First open the box and take out the 
computer parts.

4. � Plug both the computer and the 
monitor with a power cord.

5. � Set the computer on a table or flat 
surface.

6. � Finally turn on the power. 
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6
Poem

Robert Browning

Incident of the French Camp

From ancient India to the computer age, the military has used chess as both a metaphor 
and even as training for warfare. Chess began in 6th Century in India as a 64-square board game, 
called Chaturanga, precisely modelled on the military forces of the day.

Before you begin to listen to the poem, let’s know about the interesting 
background of the incident of the French camp.

Napoleon Bonaparte (1769–1821) was originally an officer in the French army became 
the army chief and a legendary warrior, who later known for his military skill and genius.

The poem ‘Incident of the French Camp’ narrates an actual incident  in the war in 
1809 between France and Austria, led by Napoleon.  

Napoleon was standing on a little mound, eagerly looking towards Ratisbon. His mind 
was oppressed with anxious thoughts and he said to himself that all his ambitious plans 
would come to nothing if Lannes failed to storm Ratisbon. 

Warm Up

  Have you played chess or watched the game carefully? 
Now identify the chess pieces and complete the table below. Discuss the role of each 
piece in the game.
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The poem describes an act of chivalry, 
gallantry, patriotism and sacrifice on 

the part of a young French soldier.

You know, we French stormed Ratisbon:
A mile or so away,
On a little mound, Napoleon
Stood on our storming-day;
With neck out-thrust, you fancy how,
Legs wide, arms locked behind,
As if to balance the prone brow
Oppressive with its mind.  8

Just as perhaps he mused, ‘My plans
That soar, to earth may fall,
Let once my army-leader Lannes
Waver at yonder wall’, –
Out ’twixt the battery-smokes there flew
A rider, bound on bound
Full-galloping: nor bridle drew
Until he reached the mound.  16

Then off there flung in smiling joy,
And held himself erect
By just his horse’s mane, a boy:
You hardly could suspect –
(So tight he kept his lips compressed,
Scarce any blood came through)
You looked twice ere you saw his breast
Was all but shot in two.  24

General English Page 191
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‘Well’, cried he, ‘Emperor, by God’s grace
We’ve got you Ratisbon!
The Marshal’s in the market-place
And you’ll be there anon,
To see your flag-bird flap his vans
Where I, to heart’s desire,
Perched him!’ The Chief ’s eye flashed; his plans
Soared up again like fire.  32

The Chief ’s eye flashed; but presently
Softened itself, as sheathes
A film the mother-eagle’s eye
When her bruised eaglet breathes:
‘You’re wounded!’ ‘Nay’, his soldier’s pride
Touched to the quick, he said:
‘I’m killed, Sire!’And, his Chief beside,
Smiling, the boy fell dead.  40

Robert Browning (7 May 1812–12 December 1889) was an 
English poet and playwright whose mastery of the dramatic 
monologue made him one of the foremost, Victorian poets. He 
was born in Camberwell, a suburb of London on 7 May 1812. He 
was educated mainly at home, but he attended a short course in 
Greek at London University. His poems are known for their irony, 
characterisation, dark humour, social commentary, historical 
settings and challenging vocabulary and syntax. He developed a 

unique form of conversational, unrhythmic verse. The collection ‘Dramatis Personae’ 
and the book-length epic poem “The Ring and the Book” made him a leading British 
poet. By 1881 in recognition of his outstanding contribution to literature, a literary 
society called Browning Society was established. 

About The Author
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1. � Fill in the blanks choosing the words 
from the box given and complete the 
summary of the poem.
The poet Robert Browning narrates an 

incident at the French Camp in the war 
of 1809 between France and Austria, in a 
(a)__________version. He describes the 
brave action of a (b) ___________soldier, 
whose  heroic devotion to duty and his 
(c) ____________ in it is inspiring and 
worthy of   (d) _______________. 

During the attack of the French army 
on Ratisbon, Napoleon was anxious 
about the (e) ____________. Austrians 
were defending Ratisbon with great 
(f) __________________and courage. 
Napoleon was watching the war standing 
on a (g) _____________near the 
battlefield.

stormed - sudden violent attack
Ratisbon - (German Regensburg)  

a city in Austria
mound - hillock/ hill
out-thrust - extended forward
fancy - imagine
prone - inclined downward
oppressive - harsh, domineering
mused - thought deeply
Lannes - Duke of Montebello, a  

general in Napoleon’s army.
bridle - the head gear used to  

control a horse
compressed - pressed together
anon - soon
flag-bird - the imperial eagle on the 

French flag
perched - sat on, rested
sheathes - covers

Glossary
All of a sudden a rider appeared from 

the closed smoke and dust. Riding at great 
speed, jumping and leaping, he approached 
the mound where Napoleon stood. As he 
came closer, the narrator noticed that the  
rider, a young boy, was severely wounded. 
But the rider showed no sign of pain and 
smiling in joy,  jumped off the horse and 
gave the happy news of (h) ___________ 
to the emperor. 

He exclaimed with pride that the 
French had (i) ____________ Ratisbon 
and he himself had hoisted the flag of 
France.  When Napoleon heard the news, 
his plans (j) ________ up like fire.  His 
eyes  (k) ____________ when he saw that 
the soldier was severely wounded.  Like a 
caring mother eagle, the emperor asked if 
he was wounded. The (l) _____________
soldier replied proudly that he was killed 
and died heroically. 

determination result dramatic

pride admiration softened

wounded mound  victory

conquered soared valiant

2. � Based on your understanding of the 
poem, answer the following questions 
in one or two sentences each.

a.	� Who do you think is the narrator of the 
poem?

b.	� Where was the narrator when the 
incident happened?

c.	� Who  took the city of Ratisbon by 
storm?

d.	�Where  was Napoleon standing on the 
day of attack on the city of Ratisbon?

e.	� Describe the posture of Napoleon.
f.	� Who came galloping on a horse to 

Napoleon?
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g.	� What does the phrase ‘full galloping’  
suggest?

h.	 Why was the rider in a hurry?
i.	� What did the rider do when he reached 

Napoleon?
j.	� Why did the rider keep his lips 

compressed ?
k.	� Where did the rider plant the French 

flag after Ratisbon was captured?
l.	� What was Napoleon’s reaction on 

hearing the news of victory?
m.	� When did the narrator find that the 

boy was badly wounded?
n.	� Why did Napoleon’s eyes become soft 

as a mother eagle’s eyes?
o.	� How did the young soldier face his 

end?

3.Literary Devices
Mark the rhyme scheme of the poem. 

The rhyme scheme for the first stanza is 
as follows.
With neck out-thrust, you fancy how,� a
Legs wide, arms locked behind,� b
As if to balance the prone brow� a
Oppressive with its mind.� b

i) � Alliteration: “Alliteration is the 
repetition of the same consonant sound 
in successive or nearby words.” Note 
that in alliteration the sound and sense 
go together. For example,

Let once my army-leader Lannes 
Waver at yonder wall’,
In the first line, /l/ is repeated (Let- leader- 
Lannes), and in the second line /w/ is 
repeated (waver- wall). Find out two more 
instances of alliteration.
ii) � Synecdoche: “A figure of speech in 

which a part is made to represent the 
whole or vice-versa”. For example,

You know, we French stormed Ratisbon.
Here, the word ‘French’ refers to the  
country and not the army.

4. � Read the lines given below and answer 
the questions that follow.

a) � Legs wide, arms locked behind, 
As if to balance the prone brow 
Oppressive with its mind.

i.  Whose action is described here?
ii.  What is meant by prone brow?
iii.  What is his state of mind?
b) � ‘You’re wounded!’ ‘Nay’, his soldier’s pride 

Touched to the quick, he said:
i. � Why did the boy contradict Napoleon’s 

words?
ii. � Why was his pride touched?

c) � A film the mother-eagle’s eye 
When her bruised eaglet breathes

i. � Who is compared to the mother 
eagle in the above lines?

ii. � Explain the comparison.

5) � Explain the following lines with 
reference to the context.

i. � Then off there flung in smiling joy, 
And held himself erect

ii. � ‘I’m killed, Sire!’ And, his Chief beside,  
Smiling, the boy fell dead.

iii. � To see your flag-bird flap his vans 
Where I, to heart’s desire, 
Perched him!’

6. � Answer the following questions in 
about 100–150 words each.

a. � The young soldier matched his emperor 
in courage and patriotism. Elucidate 
your answer.
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b. � What is the role of the young soldier in 
the victory of the French at Ratisbon?

c. � Napoleon was a great source of 
inspiration to his army. Justify.

Some words have been left out in the 
poem below. First, read the poem. Then, 
fill in the missing words on listening to 
the reading or the recording of it in full. 
You may listen again, if required.

The Drum 

� John Scott (1731–83)

I hate that drum’s _______________
sound, 

 Listening

Parading round, and round, and round: 

To thoughtless ____________ it pleasure 
yields, 

And lures from cities and from fields,  
sell their _____________ for charms 

Of tawdry lace, and glittering arms; 

And when________________ voice 
commands, 

To march, and fight, and fall, 
in___________ .

I hate that drum’s discordant sound,  
Parading round, and round, and round;  
To me it talks of_________plains,  
And burning towns, and ruin’d swains, 
And all that Misery’s hand bestows,  
To fill the___________of human woes.

Parallel reading

Adieu to a Soldier! 
							       Walt Whitman

ADIEU, O soldier!  
You of the rude campaigning, (which we shared,) 
The rapid march, the life of the camp, 
The hot contention of opposing fronts–the long manoeuver, 
Red battles with their slaughter,–the stimulus–the strong, terrific 
game, 
Spell of all brave and manly hearts–the trains of Time through you,  
and like of you, all fill’d, 
With war, and war’s expression. 
Adieu, dear comrade! 
Your mission is fulfill’d–but I, more warlike, 
Myself, and this contentious soul of mine, 
Still on our own campaigning bound, 
Through untried roads, with ambushes, opponents lined, 
Through many a sharp defeat and many a crisis–often baffled, 
Here marching, ever marching on, a war fight out–aye here, 
To fiercer, weightier battles give expression.
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Unit

6
Supplementary

Gordon Daviot
Remember Caesar (Play)

Here is the play that revolves around the Ides of March ( i.e 15th of March the day Julius 
Caesar was assassinated). The play “Remember Caesar” is about a pompous and proud 
judge who fears a life threat after he discovers a message ‘Remember Caesar’ scribbled on 
a piece of paper in his pocket. He exhorts his assistant Roger to remain alert to foil the 
possible attempt of the assassins. He is panic-stricken and makes his assistant engage in 
elaborate precautionary measures. Let us read the play to know whether Lord Weston and 
Roger thwart the attempt or not. 

Characters

Lord Weston–a judge
Roger Chetwynd–Weston’s assistant
Lady Weston–Weston’s wife

LORD WESTON is seated by the 
fireplace, a table of books and papers 
beside him, talking. Downright is seated 
MR ROGER CHETWYND, a thin, earnest, 
absent-minded, and conscientious young 

person. So conscientious is he that his 
mind, even when absent, is absent on his 
employer’s business.  He has begun by 
listening to his master’s lecture, but the lure 
of his work has been gradually too much for 
him, and he is now blissfully copying from 
one paper on to another while the measured 
words flow over him, his lips forming the 
phrases while he writes.

Warm Up

Study the title of the play “Remember Caesar”. Who is Caesar? What is he 
remembered for? Let us go through the pages of history succinctly to answer the 
above questions.

 � Julius Caesar was a brilliant military 
general and great Roman monarch.

 � He was born on the 13th of July in 100 BC (BCE).

 � He created the Julian calendar which is the 
basis for today’s calendar.

 � He was assassinated by a group of Roman 
senators in 44 BC(BCE).

 �� The day that Julius Caesar was murdered, 
15th March, was called the Ides of March in 
ancient Rome.
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WESTON: Roger, it is not alone a question 
of duty; there is your own success in the 
world to be considered. It is not your 
intention to be a secretary all your life, is 
it?  No. Very well.  Diligence, and a respect 
for detail should be your care.  I did not 
become Lord Weston by twiddling my 
thumbs and hoping for favours.  I won my 
honours by hard work and zealous service. 
Today, I am the best-known, and certainly 
the most impartial judge in England, and 
a favoured servant of his gracious majesty, 
Charles the Second. That, I submit, my 
good Roger, is an example to be studied.  
It is now only unbecoming in you to ask 
for a half-holiday, but it is greatly unlike 
you.  I fear….(He has turned towards his 
secretary, and discovers his misplaced 
diligence.  After a pause, coldly) Can it be, 
Mr. Chetwynd, that you have not been 
listening to my discourse?

ROGER (brought to the surface by the 
cessation of the word music): What, my 
lord? Oh, no. Yes, certainly, sir, I am 
listening.

WESTON: What was I talking of?

ROGER: Yourself, sir. (amending) I mean, 
of your rise to success, my lord. (It is 
apparent that it is an oft-heard tale.) 

WESTON: We were talking of your 
extraordinary request for a half-holiday, 
when you had one only last month.  Would 
it be straining courtesy too far if I were to 
inquire what prompts this new demand 
for heedless leisure?

ROGER: I thought perhaps if you did not 
need me this afternoon, my lord, I might 
personally interview the clerk of the 

Awards Committee, and find out why he 
has not sent that document.

WESTON: (a little taken aback): Oh, Oh, 
indeed.

ROGER: The lack of it greatly hinders. It 
holds up my work, you see.  And at this 
most interesting point…. (His glance goes 
longingly to his desk.)

WESTON: That, of course, is a different 
matter.   I see no reason why you should not 
take a walk to Mr.Clay’s in the afternoon if 
the weather is fine.  I am relieved that your 
thoughts are on sober matters, as befits a 
rising young man. Diligence, courage, and 
attention to detail: these are the three.  
Without an orderly mind no man can 
hope (ROGER has gone back to his work) 
to excel in any of the learned professions.  
(He has found a scrap of paper, rather 
crushed, in his pocket and smooths its 
out, uninterestedly, to make a rough spill). 
Detail, my good Roger, attention to detail.  
That is the beginning of greatness.  That 
is the…..(reading automatically and with 
some difficulty what is written on the scrap 

of paper) ‘Remember Caesar’.  (Repeating, 
with vague interest. He turns the paper 
back and forth, at a loss. And then a new 
idea occurs to him, a rather horrible idea. 
To ROGER) What is the date to-day? (As 
ROGER, buried again in his work, does 

12th General_English_Unit_6_C_Supplementary.indd   197 07-12-2021   18:21:04



General English Page 198

not answer) Roger! I said, what day of the 
month is it?

ROGER (Hardly pausing): It is the 
fifteenth, my lord.

WESTON: The fifteenth! The fifteenth 
of March. The Ides of March! (Looking 
at the paper again; in a horrified 
whisper)‘Remember Caesar’! (Louder) So 
they want to kill me, do they? They want 
to kill me? (ROGER comes to the surface, 
surprised.) That is what it is to be a judge 
over men (all his pompousness is dissolving 
in agitation) an instrument of justice.  
Sooner or later revenge lies await in the 
by-ways. And the juster a judge has been, 
the more fearless (he waves the paper in 
the astonished ROGER’s face), so much 
greater will be the hate that pursues – 

ROGER: What is it, my lord?  What is it?

WESTON: My death warrant if I am not 
careful. What cases have we had lately?  
The treason affair – I refused to be bribed! 
(The boast gives him a passing comfort.) 
The piracy – both sides hate me for that.  
Or there was that footpad – 

ROGER: Is it a threat, the paper? Where 
did it come from?

WESTON: It was in my pocket. Someone 
must have …. Yes, now I remember.  
A man brushed against me yesterday as 
I was leaving the courts. A small, evil-
looking fellow, very shy.

ROGER: What does it say, the paper?

WESTON (much too occupied with his own 
fate to attend to his secretary’s curiosity): 
Just at the door, it was, and he didn’t wait 
for an apology. I remember. Well, I can 
only thank them for the warning. I may die 

before my time but it will not be to-day if 
I can help it. Go downstairs at once, Roger, 
and lock, bar and chain all the doors. And 
ask my wife to come to me at once. At 
once. Stop! Are there any strangers in the 
house? Work men or such?

ROGER: Only Joel the gardener, my lord; 
he is cleaning the windows on the landing. 
(He indicates with his head that Joel is just 
outside.)

WESTON: Send him away at once. Tell 
him to leave everything and go and lock 
the door behind him. And the windows – 
see that the windows, too, are closed.

WESTON (facing the cupboard with a 
levelled pistol): Come out! Come out!  
I say. (There is silence.) Drop your weapon 
and come out or I shall shoot you now.  
(As there is still silence he forces himself to 
close in on the cupboard door, and standing 
to the side pulls it quickly open.  It is empty. 
As soon as his relief abates he is ashamed, 
and hastily returns the pistol to its drawer.)

(Enter, bright and purposeful, LADY 
WESTON. A charming creature. One 
knows at a glance that she is an excellent 
housewife, but to the last one is never sure 
how much intelligence and sweet malice 
there lies behind her practical simplicity.)

LADY WESTON (looking back as she 
comes in): I do wish that Joel wouldn’t 
leave pails of water on the landing! What 
is it, Richard?  

WESTON: My dear, your husband’s life is 
in grave danger.

LADY WESTON: The last time it was in 
danger you had been eating game pie.  
What is it this time?
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WESTON (annihilating her flippancy with 
one broadside): Assassination!

LADY WESTON: Well, well! You always 
wanted to be a great man and now you 
have got your wish!

WESTON: What do you mean?

LADY WESTON: They don’t assassinate 
nobodies.

WESTON (showing her the paper): Read 
that, and see if you can laugh.

LADY WESTON: I’m not laughing. 
(Trying to read): What a dreadful scrawl.

WESTON: Yes, the venomous scribbling 
of an illiterate.

LADY WESTON (deciphering):   
‘Remember Caesar’. Is it a riddle?

WESTON: It is a death warrant. Do you 
know what day this is?

LADY WESTON: Thursday.

WESTON: What day of the month?

LADY WESTON: About the twelfth,  
I should guess.

WESTON (with meaning): It is the 
fifteenth. The fifteenth of March.

LADY WESTON: Lawdamussy! Your 
good sister’s birthday! And we haven’t 
sent her as much as a lily!

WESTON: I have deplored before, 
Frances, the incurable lightness of your 
mind. On the fifteenth of March, Caesar 
was murdered in the Forum.

LADY WESTON: Yes, of course, I 
remember.  They couldn’t stand his airs 
any longer.

WESTON (reproving): He was a great 
man.

LADY WESTON (kindly): Yes, my dear, 
I am sure he was. (Looking again at the 
scrap of paper) And is someone thinking 
of murdering you?

WESTON: Obviously.

LADY WESTON: I wonder someone 
hasn’t done it long ago. (Before the look of 
wonder can grow in his eye) A great many 
people must hate judges. And you are a 
strict judge, they say.

WESTON: It is the law that is strict.  I am 
a judge, my good Frances, not a juggler. I 
have never twisted the law to please the 
mob, and, I shall not please them by dying 
on the day of their choice.

LADY WESTON: No, of course not. You 
shall not go out of the house to-day. A nice 
light dinner and a good glass of – 

WESTON: I have sent Roger to barricade 
all the doors, and I think it would be wise 
to close the ground floor shutters and see 
that they are not opened for any – 

LADY WESTON: Is it the French and the 
Dutch together you are expecting! And 
this is the morning. Mr. Gammon’s boy 
comes with the groceries. How am I to –

WESTON: My dear, is a little pepper more 
to you than your husband’s life?

LADY WESTON: It isn’t a little pepper, 
it’s a great deal of flour. And you would 
be the first to complain if the bread were 
short, or the gravy thin. (Giving him back 
the paper) How do you know that the little 
paper was meant for you?
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WESTON: Because it was in my pocket.  
I found it there when I was looking 
for something to light my pipe. (With 
meaning) There were no spills.

LADY WESTON: No spills. What, again? 
Richard, you smoke far too much.

WESTON (continuing hastily) – It was 
slipped into my pocket by a man who 
brushed against me yesterday. A dark, 
lean fellow with an evil face.

LADY WESTON: I don’t think he was 
very evil.

WESTON: What do you know about it? 
(sinking into a chair): Stop, Frances, stop! 
It upsets me to – (Enter ROGER a little 
out of breath after his flying tour round the 
house.)

WESTON: Ah, Roger. Have you seen to 
it all?  Every door barred, every window 
shut, all workmen out – 

ROGER (a little embarrassed): Every door 
except the kitchen one, my lord.

WESTON (angry): And why not the 
kitchen one?

ROGER (stammering): The cook seemed 
to think…. That is, she said…..

WESTON: Well, speak, man, what did she 
say, and how does what the cook thinks 
affect my order to bar the kitchen door?

ROGER (in a rush): The cook said she 
was a respectable woman and had never 
been behind bars in her life and she wasn’t 
going to begin at her age, and she was 
quite capable of dealing with anyone who 
came to the kitchen door – 

WESTON: Tell her to pack her things and 
leave the house at once.

LADY WESTON: And who will cook 
your pet dishes?  I shall also see that all the 
downstairs windows are shuttered as you 
suggest.  We can always haul the groceries 
through an upper window.  

WESTON (controlling himself): I think 
that so frivolous a suggestion at so 
anxious a time is in poor taste, Frances, 
and unworthy of you – 

LADY WESTON: Did it appear frivolous 
to you?  How strange! I had thought it odd 
to shutter the walls and yet leave openings 
in the roof that one could drive a coach 
and horses through. However! (She comes 
back into the room, takes two candelabra 
from different places in the room, and goes 
to the door).

WESTON: What do you want with these?

LADY WESTON: If we are to be in 
darkness below we shall want all the 
candles we can gather.� (Exit.)

WESTON: The aptness of the female 
mind to busy itself about irrelevant and 
inconsiderable minutiae is a source of 
endless wonder to me. (Almost without 
noticing what he is doing he moves over 
to the fireplace and sticks his head into 
the chimney to view the width of it.  As he 
withdraws it, he becomes aware of ROGER, 
standing watching). I see no reason now 
why you should not resume your work, 
Roger.

ROGER: Oh, my lord, it is beyond my 
power to work while you are in danger.  Is 
there not something I could do?
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WESTON (mightily flattered): Nonsense, 
my good Roger, nonsense! Nothing is 
going to happen to me.

ROGER: I could perhaps go and warn the 
authorities, and so prevent – 

WESTON (very brave): No, no, no.  Am 
I to spend the rest of my life with a guard 
at my heels?  Go on with your work and… 
(his eye has lighted on a package which is 
lying on a chair against the right wall.  The 
box is oblong – roughly 18 in. by 10 in. by 
4 in. – and tied with cord.  Sharply) What 
is this?

ROGER: That came for you this morning, 
sir.

WESTON: What is it?

ROGER (with the faint beginnings of doubt 
in his voice): I don’t know, my lord. A man 
came with it and said that it was important 
that you should have it to-day.

WESTON: And you didn’t ask what it 
was! You fool!

ROGER (humbly): It didn’t seem to be 
my business. I never do ask about the 
contents of your lordship’s…. I showed 
your lordship the package when it came, 
and you said to leave it there.

WESTON (peering with growing 
uneasiness at the thing): The man who 
brought it, what did he look like? Was he 
small? Dark?

ROGER (who obviously had taken no 
notice): I think he was smallish.  But as to 
dark – his hat was pulled over his face, I 
think - I think he appeared to have a mole 
on his chin, but I would not …. It may 
have been just a – 

WESTON: A mole? (his imagination at 
work): A mole ! Yes. Yes. That man had a 
mole.  The man who brushed against me.  
On the right side of his jaw.  I can see it as 
if he were standing here.  We must get rid 
of this. At once.

ROGER: Do you think it is some infernal 
machine, sir? What shall we do with it?

WESTON (indicating the side window): 
Open the window and I shall throw it as 
far into the garden as I can.

ROGER: But it may explode, sir, if we 
throw it.

WESTON: What is certain is that it will 
explode if we do not! How long has it been 
lying here?

ROGER: It came about nine o’clock, my 
lord.

WESTON (in an agony): Nearly three 
hours ago! Open the window, Roger.

ROGER: No, sir. You open the window.  
Let me handle the thing. My life is nothing. 
Yours is of great value to England. 

WESTON: No, Roger, no. You are young. 
I have had my life. There are still great 
things for you to do in the world. You 
must live, and write my life for posterity.  
Do as I say. I promise you shall exercise 
the greatest care. (As ROGER rushes to 
the window) No. Wait. A better idea. The 
gardener’s pail.  It is still on the landing!

ROGER: Yes! Yes, of course! (He is out of 
the room and back in a moment with the 
wooden pail of water, which still has the 
wet cleaning rag hung over its edge.)

WESTON: Stand back. (He picks up the 
parcel gingerly.) We do not know what may 
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happen. (He inserts the parcel lengthwise 
into the pail, at full stretch of his arm, his 
head averted, his eyes watching from their 
extreme corners) There is not enough 
water! Not enough to cover it.

ROGER: I’ll get some. I shall not be a 
moment.

WESTON: No. Don’t go. The flowers!  
(He indicates a bowl of daffodils).

ROGER: Of course! (He pulls the daffodils 
from their setting, throwing them on the 
desk in his agitation and pours the water 
into the pail). Ah! That has done it!

WESTON (dismayed, as he takes his hand 
from the package): Now it is going to float! 
It must be wet through, or it is no use.

ROGER: We must put something heavy 
on top, to keep it down.

WESTON: Yes, yes. Get something.

ROGER: What shall I get?

WESTON: Anything, anything that is 
heavy and that will fit into the pail. Books, 
anything!

ROGER (to whom books are objects of 
reverence, if not awe): Books sir? But 
they’ll get very wet, won’t they?

WESTON: In the name of heaven bring 
the first six books off the shelf !

ROGER (snatching the books and bringing 
them): I suppose it cannot be helped.  
Such beautiful bindings too! (He picks the 
wet cloth off the edge of the pail, dropping 
it on the carpet, and plunges the books into 
the water, which very naturally overflows 
at this new incursion).

WESTON (letting go his hold on the 
package and siting back on his heels with a 
sigh of relief): Ah! Well and truly drowned.  
(He mops his forehead and ROGER 
collapses into the nearest chair).

(Enter LADY WESTON, with a tray on 
which is a glass of wine and some biscuits.)

LADY WESTON (seeing their strange 
occupation): Richard! What have you got 
in the pail?

WESTON: A package that came this 
morning. The man who brought it was 
the same fellow that knocked against me 
yesterday and slipped that paper into my 
pocket. They thought I would open it, the 
fools! (He is beginning to feel better) But 
we have been one too many for them!

LADY WESTON (in wild dismay)You are 
making a mess of the beautiful, brand-
new----

WESTON (interrupting her angrily): 
Frances! (The thunder of her name 
quenches her speech.) What does your 
‘beautiful brand-new’ carpet matter when 
your husband’s life is at stake? You shock 
me.

LADY WESTON (who was not  going to say 
‘carpet’): Carpet? (After a pause, mildly) 
No, of course not, my dear.  I should never 
dream of weighing your safety against 
even the finest product of Asia. You know 
how the doctor disapproves of excitement 
for you.

WESTON: Perhaps the doctor has never 
had an infernal machine handed in at his 
door of a spring morning.

LADY WESTON (contemplative, her eyes 
on the portrait which hangs opposite the 
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side window): Do you think we had better 
remove Great-aunt Cicely?

WESTON: In the name of heaven, why?

LADY WESTON: She is in the direct line 
of shots coming through that window.

WESTON: And why should any shots 
come through the window, may I ask?

LADY WESTON (mildly objecting to the 
tone): I was merely taking thought for your 
property, my dear Richard. And anyone 
sitting in the ilex tree out there would be 
in a – 

WESTON (on his feet): Frances! What 
made you think of the ilex tree?

LADY WESTON: That is where I would 
shoot you from. I mean, if I were going 
to shoot you. The leaves are thick enough 
to hide anyone sitting there, and yet not 
enough to obscure their view.

WESTON: Come away from that window.

LADY WESTON: What?

WESTON: Come away from that window!

LADY WESTON (moving to him): No 
one is going to shoot me.

WESTON (running out of the room, and 
calling to ROGER from the landing): Roger! 
Roger!

ROGER (very distant): My lord?

WESTON: Has the gardener gone away 
yet?

ROGER: No, my lord. He is eating his 
dinner outside the kitchen window.

WESTON: Tell him to sit under the ilex 
tree until I give him leave to move.

ROGER: The ilex tree?  Yes, my lord.

(WESTON comes back and goes to the 
drawer of the table where his pistol is kept.)

LADY WESTON (as he takes out the 
pistol): Oh Richard dear, be careful.  That 
is a very dangerous weapon.

WESTON (grimly important): I know it!

LADY WESTON: Well, I think it is a poor 
way to foil an assassin.

WESTON: What is?

LADY WESTON: Blowing oneself up.

(Enter ROGER with the bowl of daffodils.)

WESTON (looking round at him as he 
comes in): Has Joel gone to sit under the 
tree?

ROGER: Yes, sir. (Put thing down the bowl 
and making for the side window) At least, I 
gave him your message – 

WESTON: Keep away from that window! 
(As ROGER looks astonished) There may 
be someone in the ilex tree.

ROGER: But do you think they would try 
to shoot you as well as – as…. (he indicates 
the bucket.)

WESTON: Who knows? When you have 
dealt with the criminal mind as long as I 
have… Did you open the door to speak to 
the gardener?

ROGER: Oh, no, my lord.  I spoke through 
the shutter.  

WESTON(snapping the lock of his pistol): 
Now we shall see whether there is anyone 
lurking in the tree. (He moves over to the 
side of the window, peering out with the 
fraction of an eye.)
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LADY WESTON: Richard, if you are 
going to shoot off that thing, you will 
please wait until I – 

(She is interrupted by a loud knocking on 
the front door downstairs. This is such an 
unexpected development that all there are 
momentarily quite still, at a loss. ROGER is 
the first to recover).

ROGER: Someone at the front door.

(He moves over to the window in the rear 
wall, from which one can see the street.  He 
is about to open the casement so that he 
may lean out to inspect the knocker, when 
LORD WESTON stops him.)

WESTON (still at the fireplace): Don’t 
open that window!

ROGER: But I cannot see otherwise, my 
lord, who it is.

WESTON: If you put your head out of that 
window, they may shoot without waiting 
to ask questions.

LADY WESTON: But, Richard, it may be 
some perfectly innocent visitor.

(The knocking is repeated.)

ROGER: If I were to stand on a chair….. 
(He brings a chair to the window and stands 
on it, but he is still not high enough to look 
down on whoever waits at the front door).

WESTON: Well? Well? Can you tell who 
it is?

ROGER: I am still not high enough, my 
lord.

LADY WESTON: Add the footstool, 
Roger.

(Roger adds the footstool to the chair, and 
aided by LADY WESTON climbs on to the 
precarious erection).

LADY WESTON: Now, can you see 
anyone?

ROGER (having seen, scrambling 
downing): All is well, my lord.

(He throws open the casement, and calls to 
someone below):

It is only Mr. Caesar. (As this information 
is succeeded by a blank pause) Shall I let 
him in?

WESTON: Who did you say?

ROGER: Mr. Caesar. You remember: the 
man you met on Tuesday at Hampton, 
my lord. He was to come to see you this 
morning about rose trees. You made a 
note of it.

WESTON (taking the crumpled piece of 
paper from his pocket in a dazed way): I 
made a note? ‘Remember Caesar’. Is that 
my writing?  Yes, it must be – Dear me!

LADY WESTON (kindly): I shouldn’t 
have said it was the venomous scribbling 
of an illiterate.  You had better go down 
and let Mr Caesar in, Roger. Put the pistol 
away, Richard, dear; your visitor might 
misunderstand it. (She speaks cheerfully, 
as to a child; it is obvious from her lack 
of surprise that excursions and alarms 
created by her husband over trifles  are a 
normal part of existence for her). 

WESTON: Mr Caesar. (He moves towards 
the bucket.)

LADY WESTON: Of course. How could 
anyone forget a name like that? And now if 
you’ll forgive me….. It’s my busy morning.
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WESTON (arresting her as she is going out 
of the door): Oh Frances! What was in the 
parcel, do you think?

LADY WESTON: That was your new 
velvet cloak, dear.  I did try to tell you, you 
know. 

(Exit).

(The curtain comes down on LORD WESTON ruefully taking the 
first dripping  cloak  from the water).

twiddling my thumbs - being idle

Charles II - King of England from 1660 to 1685

foot pad - highway-man (robber) who goes  about on foot   
(highwaymen on horseback were more common in those days)

game pie - meat (of animals or birds hunted and killed) covered with 
pastry and baked

lawdamussy - an exclamation (lord have mercy)

minutiae - minute details (often trivial)

gingerly - carefully

infernal - a concealed or disguised explosive device intended to destroy 
life  or property

ilex tree - evergreen oak tree also called holm oak

foil - to frustrate or thwart the efforts of the assassin  
(i.e. to kill himself by handling that rusty pistol is a poor way of 
outwitting the assassin)

excursions and 
alarms

- (alarms and excursions) noise and bustle  
(as those made on the stage to represent battles etc.)

Glossary

Gordon Daviot (1896 – 1952) is the pen name of Miss.Elizabeth 
McKintosh, a Scottish born novelist and playwright. She served 
educational institutions in England and Scotland as a physical 
education instructor and soon took to writing novels under 
another pseudonym Josephine Tey. 

About The Author
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1. � Complete the summary of the play, 
choosing the appropriate words from 
the list given below the passage.

Lord Weston was a (1)___ judge in 
England. Being pompous and vain, he 
told his secretary Roger that he had 
attained glory by hard work and (2)_____. 
He expressed his displeasure over Roger’s 
request for a half-holiday. Suddenly, he 
discovered a piece of paper  with the words 
(3)______ in his pocket, and he feared 
that the message was a warning conveyed 
by his enemies who had received legal 
punishments from him. As the message 
was sent on the 15th of March, (the day 
Julius Caesar was assassinated), he was 
(4)____ that someone affected by his 
fair judgement was plotting his murder. 
Sensing the definite attack, Lord Weston 
ordered  his secretary to (5)___ all the 
doors and windows. But his wife remained  
(6)___ by the threat. So, Lord Weston 
was angered by her (7)____ reaction. He 
ordered Roger to send the cook and the 
(8)______ away. Both Weston and Roger 
took elaborate precautionary measures to 
thwart the (9)_______ attempt. Finally, 
Weston was able to recollect that he had 
written the message “Remember Caesar” 
himself as a (10)_____. Caesar was actually 
a gardener who had an appointment to 
visit Weston’s garden. The play revolves 
around Weston’s absent-mindedness 
which is the crux of the play. 

callous unperturbed
well-known gardener

reminder zealous service
Remember Caesar assassination

shut convinced

2. � Based on your understanding of the 
text, answer the following questions 
briefly.

a. � How did Lord Weston describe 
himself?

b. � How did Roger react to Lord 
Weston’s advice?

c. � What made Lord Weston think that 
his life was in danger?

d. � Why was the speaker keen to know 
what day it was?

e. � Mention the immediate steps taken 
by Lord Weston to protect himself 
from his assassin. 

f. � Do you think that Lady Weston 
did not care about the threat to her    
husband? State reasons.

g. � How did Lord Weston ‘defuse’ the 
‘infernal machine’?

h. � Whose life was of ‘great value’ to 
England?  In what way?

i. � Why did the speaker consider his life 
less important? 

j. � Who reminded Lord Weston about 
Mr. Caesar? 

k. � What was the truth about the 
crumpled piece of paper?

l. � Bring out the irony in the message 
“Remember Caesar”.
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Setting:

Title:

Climax:

Characters:

Humorous elements:

Author:

4. � Answer the following questions in a 
paragraph in about 150 words each.

a) � “Remember Caesar” is a light 
hearted comedy. Discuss the 
statement in a group and identify 
various aspects such as title, plot 
and characterisation that contribute 
to the humour in the play.

b) � Compare the character traits of 
Lord Weston and his wife.

c) � Group Work

The play revolves around a ‘perceived 
threat’ and how Lord Weston and 
Lady Weston react to it.  Let’s reverse 
their roles. Imagine a panic-stricken 
Lady Weston and a frivolous Lord 
Weston.  Read the following piece of 
dialogue from the play and rewrite it 
to suit the changed roles. 

WESTON: My dear, your husband’s 
life is in grave danger.

LADY WESTON: The last time it 
was in danger you had been eating 
game pie.  What is it this time?

WESTON (annihilating her flippancy 
with one broadside): Assassination!

LADY WESTON: Well, well! You 
always wanted to be a great man and 
now you have got your wish!

WESTON: What do you mean?

LADY WESTON: They don’t 
assassinate anybody.

3. � Based on your understanding of the play, complete the Graphic Organiser (GO) suitably. 
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ICT Corner

BRITISH & AMERICAN ENGLISH

To enable the students to check their 
knowledge in American English & 
British English words.

STEPS:
1.	 Type the URL link given below in the browser or scan the QR code to access the website.
2.	 You can see British Vs American English Interactive exercise.
3.	 Fill the blanks and click the Finish button. Check your scores.
4.	� Click the second link to the Interactive drag and link the British English words with the American 

English words. 
5.	 Complete the exercise and click 	 button and check your scores.

WEBSITE LINK:
Click the following link or scan the QR code to access the website.
https://www.liveworksheets.com/worksheets/en/English_as_a_Second_Language_(ESL)/British_and_
American_English/British_and_American_English_lz5434ao
https://www.liveworksheets.com/worksheets/en/English_as_a_Second_Language_(ESL)/British_vs_American_
English/British_vs_American_English_lj320vd

** Images are indicatives only

STEP 1 STEP 2 STEP 3
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