(LESSON -1 PART -2

THE RIDDLE MASTER

PRE-READING

Socialisation:

Yourteacherintroducesthe lesson in the following way.

Do you know what a ‘riddle’ is ? Here are some riddles. Try to solve them.
i.  “Whohaseyesbutcannotsee?”

ii. “Fireup, firedown
Inside sleeps a man
Whose faceis blackand brown?”

iii.  “I'mkickedrightandleft
Airis my only food.

IIIII

Tell, who “I” amif you are good.

To know moreriddles, let’s read the lesson “The Riddle Master”.
The Santals are very good at riddles. Some of them are very good at making
riddles. Here you will read about one Santal riddle masterand hisriddles.

WHILE-READING

Text
SGP-1

Read paragraphs-1 and 2 silently and
answer the questions that follow.

Every evening children sit round Budhu
Hadam to listen to his stories. There isno
one inthe village who can tell stories like




Budhu Hadam. He can tell you about ‘The Thieves and the Widow’s Son’,
‘Seven Brothers and One Sister’. He can also tell you the story of the ‘Wicked
Jackal’. Thereis noendto his stories. He is also very good at riddles and his
stories are also full of riddles. Thereis noriddle which he cannot solve. So
everyone calls him the ‘Riddle Master’. People need him more during
marriages. The bridegroom’s party has to pay a goat or a pig if they fail to
answer theriddle of the bride’s party. If Budhu Hadam is with them, the
bridegroom’s people are safe. They need not pay the fine.

2. BudhuHadam’stalkisalso full of riddles. During hunting, he will never call a
leopard aleopard. ‘If you call aleopard by name’, he says, ‘he will know and
kill you.” So he calls it a ‘wild cat ‘or a ‘hornless bullock’. Similarly he
callsabeara ‘hairy caterpillar’. He does not want to hurt anyone. When he
finds someone losing his teeth, he will say, ‘Your white stones are falling’.
When someoneis dead, he says, “He has gone to herd the alligator”.

e  Comprehension Questions:

What are these paragraphs about?

Name two stories that Budhu Hadam usually tells his listeners.
Why do people call him ‘Riddle Master’ ?

Ifa bridegroom’s party failsto answer ariddle, what do they pay ?
Why do people need Budhu Hadam during marriages ?

Why does not Budhu Hadam call a ‘leopard’ aleopard ?

What does he callaleopard ?

What does he callabear?

Which line gives you the main idea of the second paragraph ?
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What does he meantosayso?
11. Whatdoes he say whensomeoneisdead?

e SGP-2
e  Read paragraphs-3 to 7 silently and answer the questions that follow.

3. Oneevening when Budhu Hadam came out of hisroom, he found the
children waiting to hear his stories. One of them shouted, ‘Grandfather,
today you tell us astory fromyour life’.
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4. ‘Grandfather, tell us how you cheated the money-lender’, added another;
and all the children shouted ‘yes, yes’. The old man took a little red tea, then
he began: “In my young days | owed money to a money lender. He used to
come every day for money. But | had no money to pay him. So | ran
awayto the forestasking my wife totell himthat | had gone for backward
and forward dance. Next day, the money-lender came. My wife told him
where I had gone. He did not understand what she meant by backward and
forward dance. He wanted to learn it from me. If | taught him the dance and
answered three of hisriddles, he would not take his money from me!
“Grandfather, are not the money-lenders very cruel?”, asked one boy who
was still very attentive.

5. “Yes,theyare.Butthis money-lender wasless cruelthantherest. Inno case
will other money-lenders agree to give up their money”.

6. “So,withtwo other people aswitness | metthe money-lender. All of us went
to the forest. It was very cold morning. | asked him to take off his warm
clothes. Thenlgathered some dry leaves and wood to set fire to them. We sat
very close to the fire. When it blazed, it was very hot and he moved
backward, | also moved backward. When the fire was less hot he felt cold and
moved forward. In this way he went on moving backward and forward. Then
he asked me when | would teach him the dance. He got angry when | told him
| had already taught him!”

“You have cheated me!” he shouted, and said, “Alright, answer my
riddles—“The Raja’s plate which you cannot wash.”

“A coiled up snake”, I replied immediately.
“Abamboo with seven eyes”, came the next.
“Flute”, I replied within no time.

7. Helooked quite disappointed. He had only one riddle left—the last one. If|
answered that one also, he would lose his money. Taking a little time he asked
me along and difficult riddle- -

‘He has acrown butis not a king. He wakes up man but is not a watchman’.
Then heshouted, ‘Tellme whatitis!’

When I replied ‘cock’, his face turned pale and in no time he left the place
even without looking back once.
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e  Comprehension Questions:

What kind of story did the children want to hear from Budhu Hadam?
Whatisthe story about?

Why did he run away to forest?

What did Budhu’s wife say when the money- lender came?

What did the money-lender want to learn from Budhu Hadam ?
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He will not take the money if Budhu Hadam

.(Complete the sentence)
Why did Budhu take two witnesses with him?
What was backward and forward dance?

N

9. Whatwasthe money-lender’sfirstriddle?

10. Whatwas hissecondriddle?

11. Whatwashisthirdriddle?

12. Did BudhuHadamansweralltheriddles of the money-lender?

e SGP-3

e Readthelast part of the storysilently and answer the questions that follow.

8. Allthe boys, who had been listening attentively, laughed at once. All of them
still sat looking at Budhu Hadam who was sitting close to the wall. The boys
knew, once he finished taking red tea, he would ask them a riddle. They were
getting ready for the test When thered teawentin, the riddle came out-‘The
bullock that raisesits tail when it eats belly- full.” Thrice he repeated the

riddle. “He who can answer the riddle will be the little riddle-master today”,
added the old man.

9. Everyone was quiet. Nosound, no movement. Everyone was trying his best
to find an answer. When no reply came for along time, Budhu Hadam
allowed them to guess the answer.

“Isitananimal?”, asked one boy.
‘No’, came the reply.

‘Isitfood?’, suggested another boy.
‘No’, said the old man.
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10. A boy who was all the time sitting silently in front of the old man
suggested at last, “Isitathing used by a businessman?”

“Yes, but tell me whatitis.”
“Aweighing balance,” said the boy.
The old man stood up laughing and took the boy in hisarm shouting
“Hereisthelittle riddle- master, hereis the little riddle master!”
e  Comprehension Questions:

1. Theprevioussection wasabout Budhu Hadam and the money-lender,
how Budhu Hadam cheated the money-lender. What is this section
about?

What riddle did Budhu Hadam ask the children ?
Wasitadifficultriddle ?

Who was called ‘the little riddle master’ ?

Name at least 10 tribes of Odisha.

Il POST-READING
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El Visual Memory Development Technique (VMDT) :

WholeText : childrensittinground BudhuHadam
riddle master—wild cat—money lender—Raja’s plate

Part-SGP-3 : flute, cock, weighingbalance
|Z| Comprehension Activities :
a. McQ

Fill inthe blanks with correct alternatives.

1. BudhuHadamwasa

A. moneylender

B. wood-cutter
C. farmer
D. storyteller

D > ——



2. BudhuHadamcalledatootha

A.
B.
C.
D.

wild cat

hairy caterpillar
white stone
hornless bullock

3. Whohasacrownbutisnotaking?

A.
B.
C.
D.

4. Abamboowithseveneyesisthe
A.

OCnw

Cock
Hen
Crow
Sparrow

harmonium
guitar

flute

sitar

b. Matchthe paragraphs with their contents one has been done for you.

Paragraph Content

1. \ a. BudhuHaldam’stalkis full of riddles.

2. ™S . Budhu can tell stories like ‘The Thieves and the
Widow’s son’ and the ‘Wicked Jackal’.

3. c. Thelongand difficult riddle of the money-lender
solved by Budhu.

4. d. choosingthelittle riddle master.

5. e. Whentheredtea wentin, theriddle came out.

6. f.  Budhucheated the money-lender.

7. g. The money—-lender went on moving forward and
backward.
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El Listening:
e  Yourteacherwill read aloud the following paragraph. Listen to him/her
and fillinthe blanks.

So, with two other people as | met the money-lender. All
of uswentto the . It wasvery cold A
asked him to take off his warm clothes. Then | gathered some dry
and wood to set fire to them. We sat very

tothe fire. Wheniit ,itwasvery
hot and he moved , lalso moved backward.
When the fire was less hot, he felt cold and moved .In

this way he went on moving backward and forward.

E Speaking:
Let’s practise the following dialogues.

(Teacher vs. students, students vs. students.)

Money-lender : Paymyloan, Budhu.

B.Hadam . Idon’thave money, Sir.

Money-lender : Thenanswermyriddles.

B.Hadam . Yes,Sir.

Money-lender :  ‘Raja’s platethatcan’tbe washed’-whatisit?

B.Hadam . Asnake.

Money-lender : Abamboo withseveneyes?

B.Hadam . Aflute.

Money-lender : You’ve answered all my riddles. You need not pay my
money back, Budhu.

B.Hadam . ThankYou, Sir!



El Vocabulary:

a. Matchtheriddles with the words from the lesson. Write the riddle
numbers inside brackets.

Riddles Answers
(i) Ahornlessbullock () flute
(ii) Whitestones () cock
(iii) Hairy caterpillar ( ) leopard
(iv) Raja’splatethatcan’tbewashed () teeth
(v) Abamboowithseven eyes () bear
(vi) Who hascrown butnotaking () snake

b. Matchtheriddles with theiranswers.
Riddles Answers

1. lamoneofanendlessfamily,
My brothers and sisters
Never far behind. Fire
I crash and I swirl.
Grind pebbles, growl
And gnaw the bones of theland
Like a great wet dog.

2. Little cow Rani
Shesleepsin herstall. Stars
Give her little or much
She'lleatitupall.
Give her water, she will die.
Give her butter, she will fly.

3. Atnighttheking had cows many, The Letter ‘e’
Butinthe morning there was not any.

4. lamonceintea Newspaper
Twice in coffee
Butnotinsugar
Whoam I?

5. ltisblackand white and read all over. Whatisit? Wave
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c. Createsomeriddles. Oneis given with answer.
Who has teeth but cannot bite.=Comb

El Usage:
a.

Look at the underlined words in the following sentences taken from the
text.

(i) Everyeveningchildrensitaround Budhu Hadam to listen to his stories.

(ii) Thereisnooneinthevillage who can tell stories like Budhu Hadam.
(iii) Heisverygood atriddles.
(iv) Hisstoriesare full of riddles.

Do you know what the underlined words in the sentences above are called?

They are called prepositions. Prepositions are used before nouns or
pronouns. They show place, position, time, etc.

In the first sentence ‘around’ connects two words —sit and Budhu Hadam.
Here ‘sit around Budhu Hadam’ means sit in a position surrounding Budhu
Hadam.

Inthe second sentence ‘inthevillage’, ‘in’ speaks of inside the village.

Thereis also another preposition ‘like’ in the second sentence. It means
‘similarto’ or ‘thesameas’.

In the third sentence ‘good’ is followed by ‘at’ to connect ‘riddles’. The
preposition ‘of’ in the last sentence speaks of ‘containing’ i.e. His stories
containsriddles.

e Fillinthegapsinthe following sentences choosing the right prepositions
givenin brackets.
[around, in, like, of]
(i) Thereisamarketplace  ourvillage.
(ii) Hisbagisfull peanuts.
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(iii) Nobodyin myclasscanspeak Rajat.

(iv) Thereisabigwall our school.

(v) Herearetwopens  mypocket.

(vi) When Budhu started his story, children sat him.
(vii) Heboughttwotins __ petrol.

b. Lookatthefollowingsentencestakenfromthe text.
i. Isitananimal?
No, itis not.
ii. Isitathingusedbybusinessmen?
Yes, itis.

They are all ‘yes/no’-answer type questions. Each of the questions is
followed by ashort response. Now let us frame some questions to get
the responsesgiven.Oneisdoneforyou.

i. Isheverygoodatriddles?

Yes, heis.

Yes, his stories are full of riddles.

No, he will not call aleopard aleopard.

V.
Yes, Budhu had already taught the money lender the backward and
forward dance.

V.
No, itis not food.

Vi.

No, the small boy was not sitting silently all the time.
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Writing :
a. Writeanswerto the following questions.

(i) Nametwo storiesthat BudhuHadam usually tells his listeners.

(ii) Whydo people need him during marriagetime ?

(iii) Whatdoeshecallaleopardandabear?

(iv) Whydid herunawaytotheforest?

(v) Whatisthefirstriddle of the moneylender?

(vi) Whatistheanswer?

(vii) Whatriddle did Budhu Hadam ask the children finally ?




(viii) Who answered it ? What reward did he get ?

b. In|2]Comprehension Activities (b) of this lesson, you have already matched
the paragraphs with their themes. Write seven sentences. Oneis done for
you.

(i) Paragraph-1-BudhuHadam can tell stories like ‘ The Thieves and the
Widow’s Son’ and ‘The Wicked Jackal’.

(ii)
(ii)
(iii)
(iv)
(v)
(vi)
Mental Talk:

Mentally repeat the following riddles.
1. I'mkickedrightand left

Airis myonlyfood.

llI”

Tell, who “I” amif you are good.

2. Hehasacrownbutnotaking.

He wakes up man butis nota watchman.

[9] Let’sThink:

“Making and answering riddles sharpen our minds.”
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( FOLLOW- UP LESSON:
A SLAVE’S RIDDLE

I PRE-READING

° Socialisation:

e Theteacherfindsapre-reading activity by asking students to read the title
and makes them guess the theme. The teacher may link this lesson with the
main lesson.

] WHILE-READING

Text

e SGP-1

(This is a riddle story from America. The story is about an American black
man.)

e  Read paragraphs 1 - 2 and answer the questions that follow.

1. Jimwasanoldslave. He worked under his master for along time. His
master had bought him from a slave market when he was a young boy of
eleven.

2. Hismaster’schildren liked him very much. They liked him for his stories.
He was a very good story-teller. He was also a very good singer. But
among the other slaves, he was famous as a riddle maker. He could make
riddles out of nothing and make a fool of others. He made songs out of
riddlesin his stories. So everyone liked Jim. His master also liked him
because he was faithful.

e  Comprehension Questions:
1. Who is this paragraph about ?
2. Whatwas he?
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3.  Where did he work for a long time ?

4. Where had his master bought him from ?
5. How old was Jim then?

6. Who liked him very much?

7. Whydidtheylike him?

8. Hewasgoodattwo things. What were they?
9. Howwashefamousamongtheslaves?

10. How could he make afool of others?

11. Dideveryone like Jim? His masteralso? Why?

e SGP-2
e  Readparagraph-4silentlyand answer the questions that follow.

4. EveryonethoughtthatlJim was happy. But he was very sad at heart
because he was a slave. He had no freedom. In those days if one was
bornaslave, he died aslave. Only if a master wanted his slave to be free,
he could be free. But no master ever wanted his slave to be free.

e  Comprehension Questions:

What did everyone think of Jim ?

Was hereally happy ?

Why was he sad ?

What happenedtoslavesin those days ?

Butthere was achance foraslave to be free. What was that ?

Did any master ever want his slave to be free ?
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Do you thinkJim will be set free ? Let us read the next part to see.
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e SGP-3
e  Readparagraphs5-8 and answer the questions that follow.

5. ButlJim’s master wasakind manand he wanted to setJimfree.Soone
day he called Jim and said, “Jim, you have served me well. | want to set
you free. But you have to make ariddle. If we fail to solveit, I'll give you
freedom”. Jim was really very happy. Making a riddle was not difficult for
him. But he had to make it both interesting and difficult. He took a little
time, and then came out with the following riddle:

6. Aslwentoutandinagain,

Out of the dead the living came. &

Seventhere were, but sixthere be : %

AsI’'magoodslave, set me free. e

Seventhere were, but sixthere be.

7. Everyoneenjoyedthesongand z
theriddle. Butnoone wasableto
solve it. So his master asked Jim to
explaintheriddle. Jim explained,
“As | came out of my house, | saw my old hen with six chicks. It [aid seven
eggs, out of which only six hatched. One got spoiled”.

8. Everyonelaughed. They praised Jim for his wit and the master set Jim
free.

e  Comprehension Questions:

Why did Jim’s master want to set him free?

2. Whydidhecalllimoneday?

3.  Whatcondition did his master set to make him free ?

4. Makingariddle was not difficult for him. But he had to make it both
and

5. Doyouthinksomeonewould be able tosolve hisriddle?

6. Didithappenso?

7.  WhatdidJim’s master ask him ? (para-7)

8. Whatwastheriddleabout?

9. Waslimsetfree?
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Il POST-READING

|I| Writing :

a. Answerthefollowing questions.

(i) WhatwasJim?

(i) Washehappy? Why ?

(iii) Whydid everyone like him?

(iv) What condition did his master set to make him free ?

(v) Whatwashisriddleabout?

(vi) Wastheriddle difficult butinteresting ?

(vii) WaslJimsetfree?
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b. Jimis narrating how he got freedom from being a slave to one of his
friends. There are some gaps there. Fill in the gaps to completeit.

.Iworked undera
when | was asmall
and making

“Iwasanold foralongtime.lwas
.Everyone loved me because | was
good at .lwas not happy
because | wanted to be . For this, my master laid a condition.
If I made ariddle which they could not solve, then only | would get my

.Imadeaninterestingand riddle. Nobody was

ableto

it. | was set .Ifeltlike afree bird.

WORD NOTE

(The words / phrases have been defined mostly on contextual meanings.)

alligator (n)
attentive (adj)
blazed (blaze) (v)
bullock (n)

cheated (cheat)
cruel (adj)
disappointed (adj)
hatched, (hatch) (v)
hornless (adj)
leopard (n)

money-lender (n)

riddle (n)
slave (n)
suggested, (v)

weighing balance (n)

crocodlile, @atia

one who pays careful attention, agegion

burnt strongly brightly with flame, §e 621060 @@l |
bull-used for ploughing, aae

did not behave truthfully, o@a

hard - hearted, 9@

unhappy &g, Qg

chicks came out from eggs, 24iQ g2lIce6R |
havingno horns, deeaQl

atype of tiger (6R00) G001

one wholends money to getit back with interest,
QIER CFRIR 6QR2AR! UG |

puzzle, g1, 9@ Zdealia @2l 9l a&e!
servant, @9, @109/
said Q@96R, RAQ 66

hand-weighing instrument, &6 QI oQig.
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