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All the questions are compulsory and carry 12.5 marks each.

1. Discuss the need for adhering to the road map for fiscal consolidation by
fixing the fiscal deficit. Has the Fiscal Responsibility and Budget
Management (FRBM) Act, 2003 served' the purpose for which it was
envisaged?
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2. Public investment in railways has a multiplier effect for the larger economy.
Elaborate. What factors have held back the railways despite having a separate
budget and considerable resources? In this context. enumerate the relevant
recommendations of Bibek Debroy committee?
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3.  “There is a myth that small firms create the most jobs in an economy. The

fact is that small firms that grow big create the jobs". In ¢ontext of the Indian
economy what are the factors that prevent firms that start small from growing
bigger. What progress has India made in this respect and what other
measures are required?
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4. Enumerate the reasons why problem of NPAs is more pronounced in the
public sector banks as compared to the private sector. Discuss the
implications of having high NPAs in an economy. Also list the measures
which the government has taken in order to address them.
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5. Mention the salient features of the Hybrid Annuity Model (HAM) proposed
by the government to reinvigorate private investment in infrastructure sector.
How is it an improvement over the EPC model?
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Even within the multilateral format of WTO the FTA route has served India

-—_.——-—-—"-__' 5 “— - —
well. Comment. How can India effectively deal with the challenges posed by
‘the new mega regional agreements such as TPP?
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Cashless economy is a global trend now. What are the challenges of
achieving a cashless economy in the case of India? How can these challenges
be overcome?
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8. Abysmal level of formally skilled workers in Indian economy, as indicated
by the Labour Bureau Report 2014, is a cause of concern. What are the
factors responsible for such a scenario? Also, examine the measures taken by
the government in recent years to address the relevant concerns.
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9. In the 10 years of its existence MGNREGA has won laurels as well as

attracted criticism. Comment. What changes are required for the scheme to
be relevant in the current scenario.
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10.

Power sector reforms, crucial as they are. have remained elusive. Discuss the

reasons for their failare. How far can the UDAY scheme address the issues

concerning DISCOMS and improve the entire power sector r value chain?
e,
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11. Market volatility and vulnerability to weather are the major issues facing
L - cr !

Indian agriculture. Elaborate. In this regard, critically examine the
importance of Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana vis-a-vis earlier insurance
schemes in addressing the problems of Indian agriculture.
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12. The Hydrocarbon Exploration Licensing Policy (HELP) is a step forward
from the New Exploration Licensing Policy (NELP). Compare the two
policies and elaborate how HELP can encourage investment in the
hydrocarbon sector as well as curtail India's export dependence?
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13. Although equal land ownership rights are essential for the economic
empowerment of women, these rights are often overlooked. Discuss. What
steps have been taken by the government to ensure land rights for women?
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14. Micro irrigation methods would not only lead to increased productivity but
also conservation of water. Enumerating the different methods of micro
irrigation, identify the bottlenecks in their implementation and benefits that
can acrue once they are implemented.
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15,

[t has been argued that the Nutrient based subsidy (NBS) scheme launched in
2010 has created more problems than it intended to solve. Examine. What
measures are required to address concerns arising out of the fertilizer subsidy

policy in India?
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16. The success of “Operation Flood™ proves that thoughtful intervention in the
livestock sector has the potential of acting as a growth engine for the
agriculture sector and rural economy. In light of this, examine the potential of
the livestock sector and the challenges it faces. Also enumerate the steps
taken by the government in recent years to leverage the potential of this

sector.
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17. What are the twin objectives of government food procurement policy in
India? Discuss the instruments of this policy. Do you think there is an urgent
need for rationalization of MSP policy in India?
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Discuss the potential of Food Processing Industry with regards to
employment generation in India. What are the key impediments which need

to be overcome before the sector can become internationally competitive and
achieve high growth?
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19. Mixed farming for the resource poor farmer is mostly a poverty induced
option. Comment. What role can the government play to help farmers realise
he potential from mixed farming.
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20. What do you understand by cropping pattern? What are the factors that
influence the cropping pattern in India? Is there a need to change the
cropping pattern in the country keeping the agro-ecological concerns in
mind?
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