HOTS (Higher Order Thinking Skills)
Q.1. Why is wildlife depleting?

Ans.

i.  As aresult of cutting of forests and hunting, several species of wildlife are
reducing rapidly.
ii.  Many species have even become extinct.
iii.  In order to conserve, several national parks, sanctuaries and biosphere reserves
have been set-up.
iv.  The government has also started Project Tiger and Project Elephant to protect
these animals.

Q.2. How do we promote wildlife conservation in India?

Ans.

The wild animals and the birds are kept in their natural habitat or environment only.
Rhinoceros are mainly found in the northeast part of the country, mainly in Assam in the
Kaziranga National Park.

For saving these species from extinction the Government of India has set up 89
National Parks, 490 Wildlife Sanctuaries and 13 Biosphere Reserves so far.

Projects like Project Tiger and Project Elephant have promoted wildlife conservation.

Q.3. Describe distribution of wildlife in India.

Ans. Forests are home to a huge species of wildlife. We have thousands of species of
animals and a large variety of reptiles, amphibians, mammals, birds, insects and worms
which dwell in the forests.

Tiger, our national animal is found in various parts of our country. Gir forest in Gujarat is
the home of Asiatic lions. Elephants and one horned rhinoceros roam in the forests of
Assam. Elephants are even found in Kerala and Karnataka. Camels and wild asses are
found in Great Indian Desert and Rann of Kuchchh respectively. Wild goats, snow
leopards, bears, etc. are located in the Himalaya region. Further many several animals
are found in our country such as monkey, wolf, jackal, neel gai, cheetah, etc.

India is also rich in bird life. Peacock is our national bird. Some more common birds are
parrots, pigeon, mynah, geese, bulbul and ducks. Several birds’ sanctuaries have been
created to give birds their natural habitat. These protect the birds from hunters.

Likewise several hundreds of species of snakes are found in India too. Cobras and
kraits are example of such species. One very rare variety of turtle, i.e., Olive Ridely is
found off the Orissa coast.



