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ENGLISH: BUILDING A BRIDGE BETWEEN ACADEMICS AND WORKPLACE

The CBSE’s English Language Curriculum in the classes I X to XlI, in particular X1 and
X1, stands out for its strong dynamism and continuous evolution and devel opment.
Since the 1990’s with the advent of the communicative methodology, the curriculum

has changed by adopting the functional approach. In the current climate of
psychological, social and economic changes, the trend is influenced by explosive
knowledge creation and exponential technology growth. Thus, the need to modify and
infuse changes in the English Curriculum at +2 levelsis a necessary step in the up
gradation and updation of the existing curriculum. Theam isto bring it at par with
other academic and competency and skills based disciplinesin itsrigor and content. It
should be borne in mind that the methodology used in the classroom will be
automatically followed by some alterations in the language teaching and learning
process. The increasing use of audio visual aids and the internet also impacts on our
objectives to give our learners greater autonomy in their learning, enabling
differentiated instruction, and, its transformational impact on teaching methods and

deployment of assessment tools, consistent with those objectives.

At the + 2 stage, students begin to contemplate and introspect on their choice of subjects
for higher study. For some students, this stage may be the end of their formal
education, leading to the world of work and employment; for others, the foundation for
higher education. They may choose either specialized academic courses or job-oriented
vocational courses. The Functional English curriculum should equip them with the
necessary associate life skill to make a meaningful contribution in the field they choose.
Students' level s of competency can also notably influence which career path they can

followv.

Therefore, the revised Functional English Course highlights CBSE’s approach to

language training within an academic- professional context. The content will emphasize
language competencies and effective workplace communicative skills. The Literature
Reader* is divided into three parts. prose, poetry and drama. The literary pieces cover a

range of interesting and val ues based themes that can be easily understood and



appreciated by the age group. The Functional Language Skills Book is based on a set of
five themes, which students can relate to from an academic, professional or vocational
perspective, namely, Media and Networking, Stepping into the World of Business,
Ethics and VValues, Our Natural Capital and, Wellness and Fithess. The units offer a
wide range of sub-themes and skills -based activities that will equip students to
introspect, research, analyse and evaluate knowledge content independently, extend
and apply such knowledge and skills in a number of academic and professional
contexts. Two sets of sample questions are provided at the end of the book as practice

materials that are broadly reflective of the question paper design.

By the end of the course, students will read, write and use grammar structures and a

wider set of vocabulary effectively and, learn to speak and listen efficiently.

The teachers handling the course need to inform themsel ves regarding the effective use
of course content, teaching methodol ogy, |esson planning, deployment of electronic
technology for teaching, management of group work and independent individual work,
management of large classes, appropriate use of assessment tools, grading and record

keeping to benefit their students.

The seaml ess integration of the language skills will provide students more focused
language skills necessary for their successful upward mobility academically and
professionally as aresult of their higher standard of English proficiency. Thiswill
enhance the total L earning Experience of our students who will be the unequivocal
beneficiaries of the most life-long and significant transferable job skill that supports the
achievement of their life goals, as confident and competent communicatorsin English in

higher academic study or the work place.

The revision of this book would never have been possible but for the sincere effort and
devotion put in by Ms. P Rgjeswary, Education Officer and her team , under the
leadership of Dr. (Prof.) Sadhana Parashar, Director [ Academics, Research, Training &
Innovation], CBSE.

Any further suggestions are all welcome and will be incorporated in the future editions.

Vineet Joshi
CHAIRMAN, CBSE
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The 2-year revised Functional English Course at the Senior Secondary stage will equip
students with the linguistic knowledge and the necessary competency to make a
meaningful contribution in their chosen field of higher study or work. Indeed, today’s

job market, offering employment, for example, in hotels, hospitals, construction, or
manufacturing, welcomes workers with the ability to understand and interact orally, to
fill out job applications, and to use manuals or catalogues and participate successfully
in training programs in English. Then, again, at the managerial level, increasingly, &
proficient command of English is necessary to interact efficiently and appropriately
with English-speaking colleagues, clients, customers or employees; and, for students, it

will also be the achievement of a higher level of competency in a global language-
Aims and Objectives:
e to enable the learner to acquire competence in different linguistic functions

e to reinforce the various sub-skills related to reading, writing, listening and

speaking.
The Approach:

e A skill based commmunicative approach is recommended in Functional English

with graded texts followed by |learner centred activities.

e |t isrecommended that teachers consciously take a back seat, playing the role of

a manager, coordinator and facilitator.
Reading Skills:

e The course aims at introducing variety in text type rather than having only short

stories and prose pieces.

¢ The emphasisis to enlargatudents’ vocabulary through word building skills

and to impart training in reading for specific purposes.



Guidelines:

e Two periods per week may be allotted for reading and the students can work
independently. With the teacher facilitating the task a specific time of about
10/15/20 minutes may be allotted depending on the length of the text.

e After the while and post reading exercises are compl eted by the students, the
answers can be discussed. The teacher should not read the passage aloud and
explaining. During the discussion, if there is a major discrepancy among the
answers the teacher may consider the student’s justification, and then assessif

the response is consider.

¢ Both short and the longer texts from a range of themes should be done in the first

term to provide the students adequate practice before formal assessment.
Writing Skills:

The activities have been presented in such a way that they lead students towards
acquiring advanced writing skills through integrated tasks that move from less
linguistically challenging to more challenging ones. It has been planned on the premise
that sub skills of writing should be taught in context and greater emphasis should be on

teaching the process of writing.
At the end of the cour se, studentswill:

& use suitable registers

e use vocabulary to write about a range general vocational subject area.
e draft research report

e businessletters

e formal letters -leave application, permission, invitation& replies, complaints &

replies
¢ draft lettersto the editor
e script newspaper/magazine articles
e write about specific problems at work

e draft work related reports



e describe people, processes, functions, events/happenings

s draft awritten role-play of an academic issue/on-job situation
s design posters-commercial/non-commercial

e draft circulars and notices

¢ define simple day-to-day objects, places, persons, devices, tools etc [can be
based on avisual]

e write ajob application[with / without a resume]

e draft formal and informal invitations and replies

Guidelines:

Effective writing emerges out of students’ access to the right resources and guidelines.

Of course, with lively and original ideas, many students may write succinctly, and gain
marks in the examination, but those who write fluently and accurately should also be
able to achieve good results, even if their ideas are pedestrian. Hence, clear guidelines
have been incorporated in the design of the activities, to strike a balance between
students” need to think for themselves and their need to achieve learning outcomesin
tangible and concrete terms. The writing ability should not only enabl e the students to
produce clear and correct sentences but also help them to write extended pieces of
writing through effective and efficient linking of ideas. The activity may be based on
iNputs such as letters, e-mails, notes, dial ogues, excerpts from conversation and
messages, besides visual s such as diagrams, pictures and simple graphical

representations, flowcharts, advertisements, posters, notes, extracts from speeches etc.

Contextualisation: Before putting pen to paper, the skilled writer contempl ates two

important questions:

&) What 1s the purpose of this piece of writing?

The purpose of writing will influence the choice of organisation and the choice of
language.

b) For wiom am [ writing this?

This pertains to the audience. The writer may be an individual, or a group of
colleagues, an institution, an examiner or atutor. Contextualisation hel ps the

students to judge the content and value of presentations and format. The answers



to these two questions therefore provide the writer with a sense of purpose and a

sense of audience.

The second phase of the activity isthe writing itself which consists of making the
first draft. The aim at this stage should be to write the content well. Details like
correct spelling, punctuation and grammar can be attended to afterwards, in the
final draft.

The third stage involves editing, wherein, the final readjustments and accuracy

need to be checked, so that, the text is accessible to the readers.
The fourth stage is the writing of the final draft.
Speaking and Listening Skills:

Speaking needs a very strong emphasis and is an important |earning objective leading
to professional competence. Hence, assessment of oral skillsis an important component
of the overall testing pattern. To this end, speaking and listening skills are overtly built
into the material to guide the teachers in actualization of the skills. The Speaking and
Listening / Conversational Skills component will be broadened to develop students’

confidence to respond fluently and intelligently during situations where the use of
English isimperative. The course will hel p students develop strategies to listen with
comprehension to spoken English, especially in the context of formal academic
discussions, interviews and discussions about career prospects. They will be
internationally intelligible during their communicative exchanges, so that, they can play

arange of rolesin academic, social aswell as workplace contexts.
Guidelines:

The Development of Speaking and Listening skills and the correct usage for the purpose
of effective communication is a primary concern. The students activities suggested can
be ‘staged” in the classroom using an appropriate number of volunteers from amongst

the students, taking different volunteers for different activities to involve a maximum
number of learnersin the experience. Appropriate number of periods per week may be
allotted for the devel opment of Speaking and Listening Skills. At the course, this

modul e assures the students of having acquired proficiency in the oral-aural skills.



Grammar and applied phonetics:

The Grammar that supportsthese skillsincludes adjectives and adver bs, modals and
semi-modals, gerunds, infinitives and participles, the simple, continuous, perfect
[present, past] tense forms, futur e time, active and passive voice, r eported speech,
sentence transformation. The Speaking and Listening Skills acquisition will be
supported by theinclusion of the following: Speech M echanism, Classification of
Vowels Diphthongs, Cardinal Vowels, Phonemes- Allophones and Allophonic
Variations, Homonyms and Homophones, Stress and Rhythm, Intonation, Juncture,

Elision and Assimilation
Evaluation and Assessment:

The revised Functional English, which isintended as a preparation for higher academic
studies/vocational careers, will require students to qualify in the assessments of the

following skills areas.
e Reading
® \Writing
® Grammar
e Literary appreciation
e Practicals- Speaking and Listening Skills
® Extended Reading Texts (Literacy)

Project: Group Activities should be based on the use of English in Academic or
Occupational contexts.

The multi-focal, revised Functional English curriculum therefore, aims at equipping our
students with excellent communicative skills in diverse applications of English
language designed to open up awide spectrum of higher academic and career avenues
in afast evolving knowledge and technology driven society. The curriculum with its
component for studets’ exposure to major works of literature will foster human values

will stimulate self-exploration and effective self-expression to empower them to be

active partici pants/contributors itoday’s knowledge society.
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THE CONSTITUTION OF INDIA
PREAMBLE

WE, THE PEOPLE OF INDIA, having solemnly resolved to constitute India into a - SOVEREIGN
SOCIALIST SECULAR DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC andto secure toall its citizens:

JUSTICE, social, economic and political;

LIBERTY of thought, expression, belief, faithand worship;

EQUALITY of status and of opportunity;and to promoteamong themall

FRATERNITY assuring the dignity of the individualand the : [unity andintegrity of the Nation];
IN OUR CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY this twenty-sixth day of November, 1949, do HEREBY TO
OURSELVES THIS CONSTITUTION.

1. Subs, bythe Constitution (Forty-Second Amendment) Act. 1976, sec. 2, for "SovereignDemocratic Republic (w.e.f.3.1.1977)
2. Subs, bythe Constitution (Forty-Second Amendment) Act. 1976, sec. 2, for "unity ofthe Nation{w.e.f.3.1.1977)

THE CONSTITUTION OF INDIA
Chapter IV A

Fundamental Duties
ARTICLES51A

Fundamental Duties - It shall be the duty of every citizen of India-

(@) to abide bytheConstitution and respect itsideals and institutions, the National Flag and the National
Anthem;

(b) to cherishand follow the nobleideals which inspired our nationalstruggle for freedom;

(c) toupholdand protect thesovereignty, unity and integrity of India;

(d) to defendthe countryand rendernational service whencalled upontodo so;

(e) to promote harmony and the spirit of common brotherhood amongst all the people of India

transcending religious, linguistic and regional or sectional diversities; to renounce practices
derogatory to thedignity of women;

(f) tovalueand preservetherichheritage of ourcomposite culture:

(@) to protectand improve the natural environmentincluding forests, lakes, rivers, wild life and to have
compassion for living creatures;

(h) to developthe scientifictemper, humanism and the spirit of inquiry and reform;
to safeguard public property and to abjureviolence;

)
() to strive towards excellence in all spheres of individual and collective activity so that the nation
constantly risesto higher levels of endeavour and achievement.
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