CBSE TEST PAPER-05
Class 12 English Core (The Rattrap)

General Instructions:-

e All questions are compulsory.
e (Question No.1 to 6 carries 3 marks each.

e (Question No.7 and 8 carries 6 marks each.

What made the peddler accept Edla Willmansson’s invitation?
What doubts did Edla have about the peddler?

When did the ironmaster realise his mistake?
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What did the peddler say in his defence when it was clear that he was not the person the
ironmaster had thought he was?

Why did Edla still entertain the peddler even after she knew the truth about him?

Why was Edla happy to see the gift left by the peddler?

Why did the peddler sign himself as Captain von Stahle?
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How does the peddler interpret the acts of kindness and hospitality shown by the crofter,

the ironmaster and his daughter?
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Answers

. Edla Willmansson came to invite the peddler. She requested him to come home with such
an apparent and genuine kindness that the peddler could not refuse. She instilled a
certain confidence in him.

. Edla noticed that the peddler was afraid and she at once concluded that he was either a
thief or had escaped from jail. She told her father that it was strange that his regimental
comrade had fallen on such bad days and also that he had nothing about him to show
that he had once been an educated man.

. The ironmaster had first seen the tramp in the dim glow of the furnace. He had taken him
to be his old regimental comrade, but when the tramp had come down cleanly shaven
and dressed in a borrowed suit of the master, the ironmaster at once realized that it had
been a case of mistaken identity. He had taken the tramp to be his old regimental
comrade.

. The peddler pleaded that it was not his fault. He had never pretended to be anything but
only a poor trader. He only begged that he should be allowed to stay for the night near
the forge. Since he had done them no harm, so he was ready to put on his old rags again
and would leave at once.

. Edla was a kind woman at heart and understood how difficult the peddler’s life had been.
She realized how hard it must have been for him to be homeless and to have had to
wander from place to place. She empathized with him and was thus kind to him even
though she knew who he was.

. The ironmaster and Edla had expected that the peddler would have made away with all
their silver and were indeed pleasantly surprised to find that he had not stolen anything
but had left the thirty stolen kroners in a rattrap along with a letter. He requested that
the stolen money be returned to its rightful owner and stated in his letter that having
been treated with such dignity and having had his status elevated to that of a captain, he
felt that he could not embarrass them.

. The peddler was touched by the kind treatment Edla gave him. Edla, despite knowing his
real identity, treated him like a captain. Now it was his turn to show her that the guest
she had honoured was as honourable as the captain and not merely a petty thief. Latent

goodness of his heart awakened, he behaved in a dignified manner. Having had his status
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elevated to that of a captain, he felt that he could not embarrass them, therefore, he
signed himself as Captain von Stahle.

. The peddler feels absolutely no compunction about accepting the hospitality of the
crofter and then robbing him of his hard-earned kroner. He enjoys playing cards with his
host all evening and then makes away with his money the next morning. When the
ironmaster having mistaken him for a regimental comrade invites him to his house to
share his Christmas lunch, he feels a sense of entrapment, having the stolen money on his
person, and thus declines the invitation. He feels that to accept the hospitality of the
ironmaster would be like voluntarily throwing himself into the lion’s den. However, he
does not at the outset disclose his true identity because he hopes to profit from the
mistake thinking perhaps a few kroner would come his way but now he only wants to
rest near the forge at night and quietly slip away in the morning. The kindness of the
ironmaster’s daughter touches the tramp’s heart making him feel more worthy. She
makes him feel comfortable and raises his self-esteem. Even after discovering his true
identity, she feels sympathetic towards him and convinces her father to let him stay and
share Christmas cheer with them. She does not for a moment doubt his integrity and the
tramp repays this faith and kindness by leaving behind the stolen kroner to be returned
to the rightful owner along with one of his rattraps as a present and a letter addressed to
the daughter thanking her for elevating his status to that of a captain and for the chance

to redeem his mistake.
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