Trees

Textual Questions

1. Choose the correct alternative :

Question (a) “There seemed to rise a Tune ........... " From where do you feel it
seems to rise the tune ?

i) sea-side
i) trees

iii) colonies
iv) school

—_~ A~ A~ o~

Answer: (ii) trees

Question (b). “To let the orchards grow ........... “What do you understand by
orchards ?

i) garden of fruits

ii) agricultural fields

iii) clumps of trees

iv) a group of administrations
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Answer: (i) garden of fruits

2. Answer the following questions in 15-20 words each :

9 Ud® Uy &1 IR 15-20 Wsdl H T -
Question (a). Enamoring the ear........ what enamores the ear ?
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Answer: With sunrise, small creatures like bees, gnats etc., come out. The sound of their
movement is like music which enamors the ear.
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Question (b). “The sun shone whole at intervals Then half-then utter hid” What do
you understand about the sun here ?
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Answer: Here the sun is like a whimsical monarch who comes out of his estate of clouds
at will to help the orchards grow.
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Question (c). Why is the bird careless on the fence?
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Answer: The bird sitting on the fence is lazing about in the warmth of the morning sun.
So it is careless.
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Question (d). On silver matters charmed a snake ..... What does the snake
symbolize ?
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Answer: The snake symbolizes the creatures which live on the land and get energy from
the sun for their lives.
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Question (e). “Bright flowers slit a calyx ......... " Interpret the line in your own
words.
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Answer: In the morning, most flowers bloom. Their colourful petals come out of their



outer’ green cover and spread their fragrance in the air.
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3. Answer the following questions in 50 words each :
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Question (a). What do you understand by the psalteries of summer?
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Answer: 'Psalteries’ means collection of religious songs sung by bards in praise of God.
Here, psalteries refer to the different sound in nature produced by trees, bees, gnats and
other small creatures with the coming out of the sun in the morning during summer.
These sounds are soothing to the ear like psalteries.
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Question (b). How would you explain the image of the “Hindered Flags” ?
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Answer: The image of the ‘Hindered Flags’ describes the opening of the calyxes of buds
like the opening of the folds of flags when hoisted. The petals within calyxes come out
and blossom into flowers on their stems like flags unfurled on poles. The flowers wave in
the air as flags do on poles.
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Question (c). Why does the poet capitalize pronouns referring to the sun ?
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Answer: In the poem, the poet has presented the sun as Supreme Power, like God,



which is the source of all life and energy on the earth. Without the sun, growth is
impossible. Since all pronouns referring to God are capitalized, the poet has capitalized
all pronouns referring to the sun.
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Question (d). Discuss the central idea of the poem.
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Answer: The poem ‘Trees' by Emily Dickinson describes a summer day. In the morning

breeze, the trees swing. The sun appears and disappears behind clouds. Small creatures
sing their psalteries. Birds and animals enjoy the morning warmth and flowers blossom
and leave their fragrance in the air.
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4. Answer the following questions in 100 words each:
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Question (a) What imagery does the poet use to delineate summer’s day more
picturesquely?
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Answer: The imagery of the wind playing through leaves and branches of trees as with
tassels, the music produced by miniature creatures like summer psalteries make the
description of a summer day very vivid.

Besides, the whimsical sun appearing from and disappearing behind his estate of clouds,
doing its duty to let the orchards grow, birds sitting carelessly or gossiping, a snake
winding round a stone add to the graphic description. Finally, the use of the wonderful



imagery of flowers slitting open their calyxes like hindered flags makes the poet’s
description of a summer day more picturesque than a painter could.
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Question (b). Give examples from the poem to show that great poetry is a result of
close observation of natural phenomena.
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Answer: Emily Dickenson made keen observation of natural phenomena and used it in
her poems to great effect. In the poem, “Trees”, she describes how the branches and
leaves wave in the morning breeze during summer. Miniature creatures start humming
tunes when the sun rises.

The sun appeares from and disappears behind thick clouds. Birds sit carelessly on the
fence or chirp in the lanes. A snake winds round a stone for warmth. Petals of the buds
slit open their calyxes and blossom into flowers. These examples in the poem show that
great poetry is a result of close observation of natural. phenomena.
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Additional Questions

Short Answer Type Questions

Answer the following questions in about 50 words each :

Question 1. How does the poet characterise the responses of some sensible and
some other rude species ?
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Answer: The poet characterises the responses of some sensible and some rude species
through the description of birds and a snake. A bird sits on the fence cerelessly and is
chirping in the lane enjoying the cool summer morning. A snake slithers round a stone
to find a spot of warmth.
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Question 2. In which lines are creatures attributed with human qualities? How does
this add to the beauty of the summer’s day?

fopeT dfeTa & Sha-Si=g AFd 7o 3 Yy (sidied) € 7 T8 g UeR v feag
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Answer: These lines are :
_a_ -ﬁ \7%:

1. A Bird sat careless on the fence — One gossiped in the lane.
2. On silver matters charmed a Snake just winding round a stone.
3. Bright Flowers slit a Calyx.

All these have been personified by the poet. They have been attributed human qualities
which add to the beauty of the summer’s day.
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Question 3. “They never yet did satisfy”. What is the poet referring to ?
Iei7 H Ty e o wafdet fhde! 3R Wohd R I8! 87

Answer: By the expression “They never yet did satisfy”, the poet is referring to the
sounds produced by swarms of bees and gnats that come out at sunrise. The music of
their flapping wings and humming is so beautiful that it can never satisfy and always
leaves one wanting more.
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Question 4. Who is Vandyke ? Why has he been mentioned in the poem?
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Answer: Sir Anthony Vandyke was a painter. He made portraits of nobility. The poet
compares the beauty of his portraits with that of natural scenery on a summer day. She
says that a glorious summer day has so many riches that even a Vandyke masterpiece
would seem mean in comparison.
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Question 5. Mention and explain the expressions in which the poet has made
comparisons between a natural phenomenon and a human activity.
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Answer: In ‘Trees like Tassels’, the poetess compares the Waring of branches and leaves
with that of tassels. In ‘Psalteries of summer’, she compares the sounds of miniature
creatures with the religious songs sung by bards. In ‘Hindered Flags’, she compares the
opening of calyxes with the unfurling of flags.
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Long Answer Questions

Answer the following question in 100 words each :
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Question 1. Explain how the poem, ‘Trees' is purely a nature poem.
RAT I, HY HAdT ‘Trees' AT UHAd I HfadT B

Answer: In this poem, “Trees"”, Emily Dickinson describes the riches of a summer day.
She begins with the morning wind that buffets the branches and leaves that bend and
swing like tassels.

At sunrise, swarms of miniature creatures sing the morning psalteries. The sun is
covered by clouds but it keeps coming out to do its duty. A bird sits lazily on the fence
or chirps in a lane. A snake slithers round a stone.

The calyxes of buds slit open like hindered flags. The beautiful description of all these
natural phenomena without any symbolism makes the poem purely a nature poem.
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