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PREFACE 

 
 In the Post-Independence India, the purpose of English language teaching, 

besides imparting the linguistic skills, should be to acquaint and enable our learners 

to project the ethos that constitutes India to the outside world so that the world may 

know its rich cultural heritage. The view that there should be a judicious balance 

between ‘English for Marketability’ and ‘English for Ideology’ has come to stay a 

stronger hold now and the textbook is an endeavour to strengthen the same.    

� Accordingly, our English textbooks should also be a means to build a bridge 

to project our culture to the outside world. The texts included, therefore, represent 

either one or the other face of Indian culture or some universally cherished 

ideals/notions. The point that the learners be made aware of their own glorious 

cultural heritage, however, does not mean that they obliterate the present. The 

textbook, therefore, also comprises lessons on the latest emerging issue/s such as 

human rights. The theme of women empowerment has been given due space 

through the poem Voice of the Unwanted Girl which acquaints the learners with 

‘Save the Girl Child’ campaign. 

 While designing the text book, the harsh ground realities were well taken 

care of. The major issue that the learner is not involved in the teaching/learning 

process and somehow s/he tries to ‘reduce’ and ‘reproduce’ the texts in the 

examination, and thereby thwarts the very purpose of English language teaching, 

has been at the centre while designing the textbook.The Activities at the end of 

every lesson are, hence, suggestive inbuilt pedagogy both for the teacher and the 

learner. Activity One aims at discouraging the tendency of rote-memorization and 

strengthening the faculty of comprehension. Besides, the other four Activities focus 

on the learner’s creativity. 

 I hope that the textbook shall prove useful to the learners. Suggestions for 

improvement are welcome. 

- Convener   


