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1 4.8 S ~ull~mary 

Communist thougilt in India has its origins in the writings of Karl Marx, Friedrich Engels and 
their followers. The Bolsl~evik Revolutioli of October 19 17 had a tretnenclous impact 011 the 
entire world. The social delnocratic parties, reflecting the thougl~ts of Marx and Engels, had 
already been established in the major countries in Europe. The Bolshevik revoliition in Russia 
created the erstwhile Soviet Union and the corninunist parties came to bc established in 
various parts of the world, especially in Asia, Africa and thc Latin Amcrican coirntrics for 
strengtllening the on-going liberation struggles mid providing a boost to the sprcrtd of communist 
thought. 

The Indian Colntnunist Party was established in 1924 and worked ill closc ilssociatiol~ with 
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communist ~novemerits guided and inspired by the Cornnlunist International also called tlie 
Cornintern. M N Roy, witli his cliaracteristic Marxian views, influenced the world communist 
movement, tliough lie was disillusioned by comlnunisrn in later life, Tlie Indian Communist 
Leader and Theoretician EMS Namboodiripad kept holding the red flag till the elid of his life. 
Communist thought in India is an interesting account of the development of tlie Marxian 
thought and philosophy as it grew in the Indian conditions. 

14.2 EVOLUTION .OF COMMUNIST MOVEMENT IN INDIA 

The comlnunist tnovement in India drew on the basic tenets of Marxism by accepting the 
Marxist analysis of dialectical lnaterialism and the materialist interpretation of history. As 
sucli, the socio-econotiiic cultural evolution period lias been iliterpreted by the Indian 
Com~nunists in terms of tlie sociology of class struggle. Like all the ~ k x i s t s ,  the Indian 
corntnunists together witli the other cotnmunists, believe in tlie destruction of capitalism and 
the eventual establishment of a socialist/communist society. The Indian Communists regard 
iniperialisni as the Iiighest stage of capitalism, just the way Lel~in did. In India, the communists 
believe and in fact, propagate that the working class in  alliance with the other toiling masses 
is alone capable of bringing about the socialist revolution. They also believe in p~+oletarian 
inteniationalism. 

Tlie cotnniunist lnovelnent i n  India, thus, 11as its intellectual arid ideological roots in the 
pliilosophy of Marxism. The Indian Marxists not only accept Mnrxisni, but also interpret tlie 
Indian socio-political developrnelits in  the Marxian style; at times, the interpretation s e e m  
imposed while at others, it becomes a victini of oversiiiiplification. Tl-ley accept the following 
Marxist for~iiulalioris as gospels beyond ally doubt: 

i) Tlie .state and society are distinct entities: the type of society dictates the type of state. 
Accordingly, the state is not independent of society; its relationship with society is that of a 
superstructi~re and a base. 

ii) The state is an ilistrtrrnent of the society: those who control the society also control tlie state; 
tlie state is the state of the doriiinant class. 

iii) Tlie state, in a ctass society, is also a class institution and as such seelcs to establish the values 
of society. 'The capitalist slate is the state of the capitalists, by tlieln and for tliem. 

iv) In a capitalist society, tlie working class will organise itself and will seek to overthrow the 
capitalist society; in the pre-capitalist society, the workers along with the capitalists could 
overthrow the f e ~ ~ d a l  society. 

v) With tlie abolition ofthe capitalist class society, there would usher the classless socialist society, 
wliich witli its political organ - the dictatorship of the proletariat - would establish socialistn 
and pave way for a classless - stateless communist society. 

vi) In the struggle for liberation, the socialist forces all over the world would support the colonial- 
exploited people in their conflict against the capitalist-iniperialistsociety. 

vii) At first, the struggle between the cololiial people and tlie ilnperial ist state first, and thereafter, 
the struggle between the socialist states and the capitalist states would end in the victory of 
socialistn. 
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~h~ llldian communist writers/sch~lar~, h a ~ ~  lnade significant co~~tributions at the level of 

tlleoretical They have tried to apply the CollCePtS ~ l l d  pr~positiolis of hiStolieai 
materialism to the studies of Indian history and ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ ~ o p ~ l y  Their analysis of tile Indiall 
situation of past and present has been itlstrllctive, illoogll with lol)pIlolcs here and exaggerations 

there. 

~h~ Colnlnunist Party of India was foundccl in Scplclllbcr, 1924 possibly at tile illitialive of 
Satya BlIaba of Uttar Pradesh. There were ollly 78 al~n1bcl.s belonging to tile Indian 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ t  Party a t  tlie time or  its foundation. ldater tllc mcrntlcl-sllip rose 10 250. Mtlznffar 
Allmed (The Communist Party of India and its Foundntiotl Ah0:ld) hulds tI1;lt C~omlnLlllist 
Party of India was foulided abroad and was afilialcd will1 tllc (~olllaiunist In[amational. He 
states that the Communist Party was fol-med townrds tile clltl 01' 1020 at tllc 'Ijshkcnt 
Military School, David Druha thinks that the ~ O ! I I I ~ L ~ I I ~ S ~  I%arly was l'ou11tled in 1921 at 
Tash]<ent. Ill December, 1929 a c ~ n l l n l l ~ i ~ t  coni'erellcc Was h ~ f d  ll1 Kanpur, and was cllaiscd 
by M. Sillgaravellu Cl~eltiar where a resolution was i~dopt~ci  callint: for tlic forlllatiotl of 
Cornlnunist Party of India (CPI) with the hcadquartcts ill 130u1kay. 

Solne differences emerged withi11 the ~omrnwlist Pfil'Ly i l l  ~clali011 10 its lillli with tllc Communist 
International. Although tlie Communist i'arty ot' India nOL 1cg:llly a coniponcnl of illc 

Cornlnul~ist Inteniational, its ties with the ~ l l l ~ ~ l ~ ~ l i ~ l l ~ ~  ruvolu1iolr;lr.y lilnvelncnL were 
nevertIieIess being consolidated. 'Therc wcra closcr lit~ks cvitll tile Cc~tirmunist I'arty ~i:Gre;lt 
Britain. Its delegatioll of George Allisol~ and I'hilip Sprat1 cnmc Lo Iuclia in 1926-27. 

The conimunists, ~nucll before llle rormation of lllc Icgal ( 'omntiinist 1';irly ol' India, had 
associated themselves with the libcralion slsugglc. 'l'hc Ka~lpur ('onspirncy Case in  1924, 
was decided against the comtnunist leaders *- S A ilangc, Nalini C;uj>la, MtizaKlr Ahmcd 
and Shailkat Uslziarii - awarding theni impt4isonnicnt, 111 lllc cl~nspirilcy cilse, in 1020, ll\orc 
than two dozens of co~nlnu~lists leaders inclutiing S A I>;ingc, S V C ihotc, .loglckar, Nimbalkru; 
Mirojkar, Shaultat Uslnani, Philip Spratl, Rratlly, Mr~zal'fiu. Alln~cJ wcre involved, and they 
were all sentenced to long terms ci' imprisonnzcr~t, 

'The Communist Party of India, by 1928-29 had sci hclirrc ilscli'bhc goal oI'crcitti!~g n mass- 
scale revolutionary organisation and an anti-i~npcr.i;ilist tilli:rncc. 'l'l~c sixlll world ('ongrcss of 
the Co~nmunist International, i n  Septcml)er 1928, harl pnssccl a resoltrlion to strc~lgthen thc 
communist parties and the trade ullion organisations in lhc colr)~~i:rl ctulntrics ruld warned 
such bodies against tlie national-refor~nist bourgcuis trrgtltlisatiotls, itlcli~tling tllc temporary 
agreements with them over agitations launchcd ngainsi it~lpcr.i:ilistic Ibrccs, 

- 
14.4 THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF lNDlA BEFORE I 

INDEPENDENCE - 
Years after its formation, tho Conlmunist Ptlrty of India seagllt 111 sticllglllc~l its posiliall in 

i the trade unions, organisi~ig them, guiding them and pmpngiitii~g Marsisel and i.cninism so I 

as to prepare them for revolutionary sirugglc agaillst tllc niaitltlitlist beer~coisie and the : 
imperialistic- capitalistic forces. 111 the spliero of irgdc ullion i~lovcmcnf, tile C'0mnluni~ 



Party of India (CPI) did achieve definite success by making inroads in the worlcers' bodies. 
Therefore, in tlie 1930s, it was able to have its influence among the peasants and workers. 
As the labour movement gained ground, the activities of the workers, peasants, and political 
parties, including the CPI becalne more intensified. 

In the 1 9 3 0 ' ~ ~  the CPI adopted a United Front from above by aligning itself with the 
nationalist movement, but it kept its separate identity alnong the workers and the peasants. 
The CPI, as it was a banned organisation, carne closer to the Congress and nulnerous 
communists joined the Indian National Congress (INC) and formed socialist group within the 
congress, which came to be known as the Congress Socialist Party (CSP). They remained 
i n  the Congress until 1939 when they were expelled on the issue of  double mernbersliip. 

With the axis power Germany invading tlie Soviet Union in 1941 during World War 11, and 
with the Soviet Union joining the Allied powers, the situation of the Indian Comlnunists 
becalne precarious. The ban on the CPI by the Britishess in Itldia was lifted and the CPI 
which was until thel~,  considering the 1939 war bourgeois war, began not only suffering the 
war, but also declared it as the people's war i~gainst the fascists. The CPI did not support 
tile 1942 Quit India Movement. Professor Vernia (Modern Indian Political Tl~ought) has 
stated that when the Congress leaders (following the 1942 Quit India Resolution) were in jail 
and the foreign governnier~t was following a ruthless policy of repression, suppression and 
terrorisation of all nationalist forces, the communists strengtliet~ed tlie~nselves and claimed to 
have 30,000 members while, in 1942, the party had only 2500 members. During the War, the 
cc?mmunists cleverly established their control over the All India Trade Ulliotl Congress also. 

The co~l~munists were divided over the question of irldependence of  the country wliich was 
only a couple of mo~;t.hs away, especially after the formation of the interim govesninent 
headed by Jawaharlal Nehru. They were plagued by ques t io~~s  such as: Was the country 
really kee? Was the transfer of power notional or real? S l~o i~ ld  the CPI support Nehru's 
Congress? In thc dcbate within the CPI, P C Joshi thought that the transfer of power and 
independence were real and that the Nehru Government should be supported. On the other 
hand, B T Ranadive and Dr. Adhikari held the view that independence was not real and that 
real indepcndence could be achieved only under the leadership of the CPI and that the CPI, 
instead of supporting the Nehru Congress Government, s l lo~~ld  fight against it. The opposite 
view also believed, in harmony with the Soviet theory, that India only appeared to be 
independent within the framework of a modified imperialistic systcm. Tlrat is why in the 
second party congress held in Kolkatta (1948), the CPI accepted Stalin's view of Iwo camps: 
the capitalist and the communist, and illerefore attacked imperialism, feudalisln as well as the 
bourgeois Congress. B T Ranadive replaced P C Joshi as the General Secretary of the CPI. 

14.5 THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF INDIA AFTER 
INDEPENDENCE 

f 4.5.1 Towards Parliamentary Strategy 

With relatively a more militant left, the CPI i~nlnediately after independence, adopted a 
United Front tactic from below: aligning itselr with the workers and peasants against the 
Indian Natiorial Congress. Now the CPI strategy was on course of a revolution - with 



strikes, sabotage and violence. For Ranadive, following the Soviet Line, the working class 
was an instrument of revolution. He discounted the peasant uprising in the Telangana Region, 
much to the annoyance of the Andhra Pradesh communists, even at the cost of losing office 
of tlie Gcneral Secretary of the CPI. Rajeshwar Rao became the General Secretary of the 
CI'I in 1950. 

With tlic sliift of the Nehru Government towards the former Soviet Union, the CPI was 
officially advised to abandon 'adventurous' tactics and to adopt the policy of contesting 
I'arliamcntary Elections. Moderates like PC Joshi, S A Datige and Ajoy Ghosh welconled 
tlic policy shift and tlie politburo of tlie Central Committee drew up a draft calling for the 
creation of a broad anti-feudal and anti-imperialistic front embracing the national bourgeoisie. 
Tlie path of the parliamentary strategy was clear; Ajoy Ghosh became the General Secretary 
ol' the CPI in 195 1 .  

'rhc CPI ~novcd,  fso~ii 1950 onwards to a process of gradual change- fsom a class conflict 
approach to class alliance, fi.0111 revolutionary strategy to parliamentary strategy. The 1957 
Lok S ~ b l i a  clcctions saw the victory of the Conln~unist Pasty of India in Kcrala and later 
on, forming the Government. The 5"' Extraordinary Congrcss of the CPI held in Anlritsar 
(Apsil, 1958) maintained that though i t  was not possible to achieve success through peaceful 
ancl democratic means, yet the parliamentary road to socialisnl was not altogether infeasible. 

14.5.2 Towards Divisions From Within 

' Thc dismissal of the Kerala Communist Government it1 1959 made the CPI's relations wit11 
rlic C'ongscss strained. The Chinese invasion of India in 1962 made polarisation rather evident 
i n  tlic CI'I beyond any repair. The right faction, headed by S A Dange rccognised the Indian 
cl:tinis to tlie tcrritorics occupicd by the Chinese in 1962; the left faction of the CPI regarded 
rllc right's plca as a betrayal of the international proletarian unity. A centrist group led by 
E M S  Nanioodiripad and Ajoy Ghosh blamed both the Indian and the Chincsc lendcrs for the 
border conllict. In 1962, the balancer, Ajoy Ghosh died; Dange became the Chairman of the 
CT'I and EMS Na~~~boodiripad,  the General Sccretary; ibwas howevc~. a short lived unity. As 
the split o r  Lhe 1nLernational Comtiiunist nioveliient became clear with the Soviet Union and 
tlie People's Republic o f  Cliina taking opposing stands, the division of the CIZI could no 
longer bc delayed; the CI'I came closcr to the former USSR and the CPI (Marxist), to t l ~ c  
Pcoplc's Rcpublic of China. 

Tlie Soviet Union recognised the CPI as India's legitimate Communist Party; thc CPI attributed 
the split to the Chinese machination. The CPI (M), though neutral on tlie idcology issue, 
came to be dubbed as hostile to the Soviet position. But even the Chinese distanced thctnsclves 
f1.0111 the CPI (M).  

Tlie two communist partics renlained divided 011 certain issues. The CPI, by adopting 1he 
national democratic front strategy thought of aligning itself with the Indian National Congress, 
which tlie CPI regarded as tlie vehicle of "bourgcois" nationalism. The CPI (M), by adopting 
thc pcoplc's denlocratic government strategy thought of remaining away from thc Congress 
which it regarded as  an anathema. In the coming years, the CPI canle to bc associated with 
thc congrcss and its laurels and failures came to be counted with those of the co~~grcss .  Tl~c 
congrcss bcgan losing ground, votes and legislative seats after 1977, exception being the brief 



spell in 1980; so did the CPI. h1 the meantime, the CPI (Ad) became popular botli witli the 
urban and rural poor and was successfill in forming governments in Kel-ala and West Bengal. 

14.5.3 Towards Co-operation of f 888 C~mm~lnisf Forces 

Ideologically, the two communist parties remained apart; tlie CPl aligning witli nationalist- 
bourgeois forces while the CPI (M) working its ow11 strategy of people's deniocratic 
government. On the question of Sino-Soviet differel-lees, the CPI supported the Soviet Union 
and the CPI (M), wliile disapprovirig the Sovict Position, did not ilowever support China 
either. 011 the border issue between India and China, the CPI's position is that the Cliinesc ' 
s h o ~ ~ l d  vacate the Indian territories while tlic CPI (M) favours a mutually agreed forrnula on 
tlie border issue. 

With the CPI on tlie decline, especially after tlie disintegration oi'the Soviet Union as a single 
state, the two communist parties are drawing close to each other, and, now coining up with 
a United Front election manifesto. Itifact, the two communist patties have not had much of 
differences on ecoiiomic demands. Both condcmn thc monopoly-capitalistic strategy; both 
disapprove of the role of multi-national companies in India's economy; both seeli lo strengthen 
socinlist n1eitsllrcs; both demantl social security legislation in favour of the workcrs and the 
peasants. Both, in general, are functioaing, in spite of their revolutionary -Marxist basis, 
primarily as socialist-oriented detnocratic parties within the parliamentary deiliocratic frame 
work. 

14.6 M IV ROY: FROM NIARXISMTO RADICAL HUMANBSM 

Manvendlx Natli Roy (1 887-1954), whose original name was ~ a r k n d r a  Natli Bllattacharya 
had the ~itiique distinction of having worked with I.,enin, Trotsky and Stalin. I-Ie b e g q  his 
political life as a milita~lt nationalist, believing in tlie cult of the bomb and the pistol and tlie 
necessity of armed insurrection. The futility oF this path made him a socialist and then a 
communist. 1-Ie joined the Communist International, but was thrown out of it as he differed 
from its aiin of' being a movement all. over tlze world. 

Roy passed tl~rough thrce phases in his career. In  tlie first pliasc, wllich lasted up to 1919, 
he was a national revolutionary, s11ruggli11g arms for the terrorists of Bengal. In the second 
pliasc, Roy was a Marxist engaged in active coinnl~~liisr nlovetncnt first in Mexico and then 
in Russia, China. and India. In the last and fiilal pl~ase, Roy emerged as a radical humanist, 
coinpleting his j o u r ~ ~ c y  from Nationalistli to Communism and from Communism to Radical 
Humiit~ism. He was in his student life, a revolutionary as well as an intellectual. 13e had a 
zest for new ideas and a quest for freedom. This is  how he drifted from Marxist11 towards 
Radicalism. Marxism and liadicalisin constitute the characteristics of his philosophy. 

14.6.1 Roy's Marxism 

Roy's baptism as Marxist began i n  Mexico in 191 7 where, along with Bosodin, he accepted 
Marxism us a pliilospghy for excellence. 1-Ic accepted all the tnajor tenets of Marxism and , 

sought to interpret the Irldian situation along Marxist lives. This is eviclcnt froin the I'ollowing: 

i) Roy submitted his thesis on Colonial Revolution tit the Sccand Congress of the Conlmunist 



ll~tern~ti~nal in 1920. To him, world capitalis~n was drawing its main strength of nlodern European 
capitalism and so long as the latter was not deprived of this source of super profit, it would not 
be easy Tor the European working class to overthrow the capitalist order. Thus, be concluded 
that the rcvo1utiona1-y movement i n  Europe was absolutely dependent 011 the course ofrevol~~tion 
irl India and other Asian Countries. In order to overthrow foreign capitalism, it was advisable 
lo make use of the co-operation of the bourgeois nationalist elements, but only in the initial 
stages. The foremost task was to form a communist party to organise peasants and workers 
and lead them to revolution. If, from the outset, the leadership is in the hands of a communist 
vanguard, the revolutionary Inasses will be on the right road towards their goal and they will 
gradually achicve revolutionary experience. 

ii) Roy gave a Mamist interpretation to Indian history. Its main features were gradual decay of 
. tile rural economy, .steady rise of capitalism, the conquest of India by the British bourgeois to 

capture new markets, to find new fields ofexploitation and export of capital. The 1857 uprising 
was the last effort of the de-throwned feudal potentates to regain their power; Indian National 
Congress was the organisation of intellectual bourgeois to carryout their political struggle and 
to facilitate economic development. Colonial exploitation prevented the normal econo~nic 
development of India and the working class was too backward to figl~t for socialisn~. 

iii) Roy does not identify Marxism with co~nmunisrn; Marxism is aphilosophy while communism 
is a political practice. Roy believed in socialisation ofthe process of production. When labour 
is performed collectively, its product must be collectively owned. Private property must cease 
to be an economic necessity before it can be abolished. Royrejects the d ic t i~~n  that dictatorship 
of the proletariat is necessary to achieve communism. I-Ie believes that a revolutioil cannot be 
made to ol'der, In an industrially backward country like India, the establishment of proletariat 
dictatorship cannot be envisaged. In India such a thing cannot happen; nor did lie agree with 
the idea of 'withering ,away of the state'. 

iv) Roy foiesaw two things in establishing socialisnl in Illdia-an agrarian I-cvolutiot~ and buildi~lg 
up of modern industry under the control of n really democratic state. Roy did not consider 
socialism an immediate issue for India. Socialism was not a matter ofdesire for him, 1.t was a 
matter of necessity. Socialis~n becomes a historical necessity wwhcn tndority feels a necessity 
for it. 

The introduction of tlle ~neclianical means of production on a large scalc, the aboli t io~l of  prc- 
capitalist restrictio~is on production, and the attain~nent of certain minimum economic level 
are the historic pre-conditions for establisl~i~lg socialism. A socialist Iltdicl cauld 1101 be buili 
overnight. The problem of transition to socialistn in India had two parts viz., (1) acllievcntcnt 
of free Indian democracy and (2) Transforination of the social order into a socialist democracy. 
Roy gave precedence to political freedom over ecollomic freedotu atld socialism. 

14.6.2 Humanist Critique of Marxism I 

According to Roy, Marx's theory of class struggle has subordinated individual corrsciausncss. 
He was also critical of Marx giving too much prolninence to the working class. To him, 
polarisation of capitalist society into the exploiting a ~ ~ d  the working class ncver tnkcs place. 
The middle class does not disappear. It is the middle class which produces rcvolutionnrics. 
  en in recognised this fact, but failed to recognise the ~niddlc clikss as a class. 'R~us, Roy 

denol~nced the theory of class striiggle. Society could never survive witl~out some kind of n , 

social cohesive force and as sucll, class struggle c a i o t  be tile only rcality. Roy coosidcred , 



the proletariat as the 'most backward strattrm of the society'. He gave a place of pride to 
the middle class and the indiviclual. IIe also dcnouncecl the theory of dictatorship of the 
proletariat as this would establish totalitarianis~n. lievolutions cannot bring about miracles. 
What was needed was a judicious synthesis of rationalism and romanticism. As a radical 
humanist, he thought that revolution was to be brought about not through class struggle or 
nrrned violence, but through proper education. Revolutiotl would not bring about any stidden 
change. He also did not agree with Marxian economic interpretation of history as it had lnany 
flaws. For Roy, the biological urge of self-preservation preceded the ecoriomic motive of 
earning a livelihood. Ele criticised the Marxian dialectics, Tlie evolution of democracy to  
socialism was a continuous process, and not a dialccticnl process. 

Roy did not regard surplus value as a peculiar feature of capitalism. The creation of surplus 
value and the accurnulatiou of capital were also necessary in a socialist society. Tlie only 
difference between a socialist society, unlilte capitalist society, was that the S L I ~ ~ I U S  value 
was not appropriated by a particular class. 

Roy made very serious observations about India's polily. Elc ren~arkecl that Ihe Indian traditions 
of leadership lend theniselves to authoritarianis~n. 1,cader is considcrcd infallible. The presence 
of a cllarislnatic leadership indicates tile fascist tendency in thc Indian politics. One inay 
agree with Roy that India lacks a democratic tmditioo nod tLc existence of a peckliar social 
structure and tllc tendency to hero worship inalces for authoritarian tradition. I-Iis wilriiing 
about the Fascist danger in the India11 politics has proved to be true. 

Roy feels that no countt-y's interests arc cver served or psomoted by war. I-le welcomed the 
U.N. as a positive step towards world pcace. He also suggested the iclca of a world 
governtnent because n world composcd of n:itioual states can never have peace. Roy's 
conception of peace was based on a humanist foundation. This can be attained through 
niutt~al'trust, and cooperaiion. It presupposes a unity oi'outloolc and a community of interest 
amoqg people without national and class tli~l'erenccs, Reas011 and persuasion are the foundations 
on wl~ich lasting peace can be built. 

~ 1 1 : l e  discussing Roy's philosophy of New Humanism, his approach to  the radictll dcmocl.atic 
statelin lerms of a co-operative common-wealth llas to be analyscd. ?'his problen~ involved 
the reconciliation of the concept of direct delnocracy with tl-tc ideal of cooperalive state. Roy 
was oplilnistic about it. I-Ie said "Even i11 large political units and highly co~nplex social 
organisation of the modern world, direct democracy will be possible in the f o r n  o f a  networlc 
of small coopesative common wealth". He envisaged its evolution tlirougli voluntary efforts. 
Its f~lnction would be subject to enlighten the public opinioli and itltellige~lt public actions. The 
idea is also based on the cooperative aspect of lluinan tiature. To achieve the delnocratic 
spirit and outlook, Roy emphasised 011 the eclucation. Education for democracy coilsists in 
making the people coiiscio~ls of their rights to exist as human beings it1 decency and dignity. 
It helps them to think and to exercisc their ratiollal judgeme~it. This would also make 
democratic institt~tions vibrant, where iuliversal suffrage is giveti. He did not agree with state 
managed education, as it creates 'a high dcgree of  conforn~is~n and subservience to an 
established order'. Roy also visualises a polity in which econotllic democracy and political 
de~nacracy support each other. He recognises plallniiig with freedom. 



14.6.3 Roy's Radical Humanism 

In the  later years of his life, Roy became an exponent of "New Humanism". He distinguislsed 
this from other humanist philosoplly and ternled it radical. Though Roy is infll~enced in  his 
approach by the scientific materialism of Hobbes, Ethics of Spinoza and Secular politics as 
propounded by Locke, he reconciled all these to propound a rational idea of freedom wit11 
the concept of necessity. The central purpose of Roy's Radical Flumanis~n is to  co-ordinate 
the philosophy of nature with social philosophy and ethics in a monistic system. "It is for this 
reason that Roy claims it as llu~nanist as well as materialist, naturalist as well a s  imtionalist, 
creativist as well as determinist". 

i) Roy's idea revolves around Man. "It is the man who creates society, state and other illstit~ltions 
and values for his own welfare. Man has the power to change them for Itis greater welfare 
and convenience. His belief lies in "Man as the measure of everything". As a radical I-Iumanist, 
his philosophical approach is individualistic. The isdividual sl~ould not be subordi~latcd either to 
a nation or to a class. The individual should not lose his identity in the collective ego of such 
notions. Man's being and becoming, his emotions, will and ideas determine his life style. I-Ie 
has two basic traits, one, reason and the other, the urge for freedom. The reason in man 
echoes the harmony of the universe. He states that every hutna~l behaviour, in the last analysis, 
is rational, thobgl~ it may appear as irrational. Man tries to find out the laws of naturc in order 
to realise his freedom. This urge for freedom leads him lo a search for knowledge. I-le considers 
freedom to be of supreme value. While rationality provides dynamism to a man, llic urge [or 
freedom gives him direction. The interaction of reason and freedom leads lo  the expressio~~ of 
cooperative spirit as manifested in social relationship. Thus, Roy's radical h~irnilnist~~ cul~ninatcs 
into cooperative individualism. Roy's conception of human nature beco~ncs the basis of society 
and state. He attributes their origin to the act of man for promoting his freedom and ~naterial 
satisfaction. 

ii) Roy presents a communal pattern of social growth. Groups of human beings settlcd down in 
particular localities for the cultivation and the organisation of society, Each group riinrks out an 
area as its collective domain. The ownership is common because land is cultivated by the 
labour of the entire community. The fruits of collective labour belong to all collcclively. 13111 this 
does not last long. With the origin of private property, there arises tilo ncccssily of same 
authority to govern the new relations, This gives birth to the stale. Roy defincs state as 'The 
political organisation of society'. The rise ofthe slate is neither the result of social contract, nor 
was it ever super-imposed on society. The evolution ofthe state is not only hislorical, bul also 
natural. It was a spontaneous process prolnoted almost mechanically, by the comn~on regulation 
of the necessity of co-operation for the security of all concerned, for the administration of 
public affairs. Roy is aware of the coercive character of the state. I-Ie blames it on nlorc and 
inore conce~ltration of power in a few qualified administrators enjoying Cull authority to rule, 
He criticises it and wants to reshape the state on the basis of the principles of pluralism, 
decentralisation and democracy. For him, the state must exist and dischwgc its linlitcd functions 
along with other equally important and autonomous social institutions. reduces the functions 
ofthe state to the minimum. He pleaded for decentralisation where maximum passiblc autonomy 
should be granted to the local units, 

iii) Roy was a supporter of not only a democracy where every citizen will be informed and consulted 
about affairs of the state, but also of radical democracy as well. Such a democracy will noither , 

I 
i 

suffer from the inadequacies offor~nal parliamentary democracy, nor will it allow the dangers 
, of dictatorship of any class or elite. The basic feature of the radical democracy is tliilt the 
i people must have the ways and means to exercise sovereign power effectively. Powor would 
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be so distributed that nlaximuln power would be vested in local democracy and minimum at the 
apex. 

iv) Roy also contemplated an economic reorganisation of the society in which there would be no 
exploitation of inan by Inan. It would be a planned society which would maximise individual 
freedom. This is possible when society is established on the basis of cooperation and 
decentralisation. 

v) Education w o ~ ~ l d  be important in Radical democracy. As a radical humanist, Roy came to 
believe that a revolution should be brought about not through class struggle or armed violence, 
but through education. 

vi) Roy emphasised the concept of lnoral man. To him politics cannot be divorced from ethics. 
Roy traces morality to rationality in man. Reason is the only sanction for morality, Without 
moral men, there can be no moral society. Moral values are those principles which a man 
should observe for lzis own welfare and for the proper working of society. 

vii) He advocates humanist politics. This will leacl to purification and rationalisation of politics. 
Today, man is debased to tlre level of an unthinking beast power politics. To him, politics can be 
practiced without power. "Party politics has given rise to power politics". To him any party 
gover~~lnent can, at best, be for the people, but it is never ofthe people and by the people. In a 
country like India, he laments about the evils of party politics that exist, where ignorant 
conservative people are exploited in the elections. Thus, he favoured the abolition ofthe party 
system which will enable politics to operate without an incentive of power. In the absence of 
that corrupting agency, morality in political practice would be possible. 

viii) Roy's social order rises with the support of enlightening public opinion as well as intelligent 
saction of the people. Roy stands for 'Revolution by Consent'. He coilcedes the right of the 
people to resist tyranny and oppression, but 11e rules out the use ofviole~lt methods. Today, the 
modern slate is too powerfill to be overthrown. Lastly, according to Roy, "One cannot be a 
revolutionary without possessi~~g a scientific knowledge. The world stands in need of change. 
Scie~lce has given confidence to a growing number of human G i g s ,  that thcy possess the 
power to remake the world, Thus, education becomes fhe essence and condition of revolution 

' and re-construction, Revolution by co~lsent does not operate through the politics of power, but 
through the politics of freedom". - 

To conclude, Roy's learning is indeed impressive. He 11as written a six thousand page book, 
'The Pl~ilosophical consequences of modern science'. His book, 'Reason, Romanticism and 
Revolutiotl' is a significant contribution to political thought by an Indian writer. While India 
has embarked up011 the path of parliamentary democracy, in its neighbourhood, many countries 
were swamped by some form of totalitarianism. He was an Etl~ical Revisionist in the history 
of socialist thought. EIe began his academic pursuits as a Marxist, but gradually almost 
co~npletely restated ail the prepositions of Marx. He gave a moral restatement of Marxism. 
Roy's application of the Marxist concepts arid generalisations to the structure and processes 
of the Indian economy and society seen1 thought provoking and enlightening. 

' 14,7 E M S NAMBOODIRIPAD: THE COMMUNIST 
THEORETICIAN 

Ernakularn Manakkal Sankaran Namboodiripad (1909-1998 was one of the architects of 



United Kerala, a renowned, brave and committed socialist, historian and Marxian theoretician 
who took an active part in the communist movement of India. He was born in Perintlial 
Manna Taluk of  the present Malapuram District. His early years were associated with U T 
Bl~attathripad and 111aiiy others. He  became one of the office bearers of "Yogasltshen~a 
Sabha", an organisation of progressive youth. D ~ ~ r i n g  liis college days, he was associated 
with tlle Indian National Cotlgress and the struggle for freedom. In 1934 he joined the 
Congress Socialist Party and was later elected as the Kerala State Congress Secrctary. 
Nan~boodiripad was widely regarded as the most intellectually sophisticated politician who 
continued to be a major influence in the politics of Icerala and South India throughout the 
1970s. The two principal C.P.M. leaders, Jyoti Basu and Namboodiripad are anlong the rnost 
highly regarded active political leaders i n  India. They dominated the party since the 1964 split 
from the CPI and their prominence has attracted a highly competent younger group of 
leaders. They belong to the C.P.M. party which is influellced by the forn~er Soviet Union and 
tile People's Republic.of China. 

E.M.S Namboodiripad belonged to the more militant wing of the Conlrnunist Party. Me was 
deeply disturbed by the fiercely anti-Chinese foreign policy the congress had adopted after 
the Sino-Indian border war in 1962 and by the Congress role in overthrowing the C.P.1 led . 
gover~ln~ent in Kerala in 1959. 

E M S Natuboodiripad supports the iden that the Maoist notion of s peasant based revolution 
was nlore relevant to the Indian situation than the worker based ideas of Marx and Leniu. 
14e remained comtnitted to the Socialist ideas and his coinpassio~l towards the downtrodden 
working class made him join the ranks of the con~munistY for whicli he had to also go in hiding 
for inany years. India achieved its independence in 1947 and the stale of Kerala was formed 
in 1956. In 1957, E M S Namboodiripad led the conl~nunists to victory in tlle first popular 
election in the state. Soon he illtrod~iced the revolutionary land reforms ordinance and the 
education bill, which actually caused the dismissal of his government. E M S Namboodiripad 
has been a strong supporter of decentralisation of power atid resources and the Icerala 
literacy movement as well. 

EMS Namboodiripad was described by the Fvontliize nzngazine as a c'Thinkcr, . . . . .,., History 
Maker, the tallest communist leader India has seen, an anti - imperialist and freedom fighter, 
social reformer, writer, journalist, and theoretician." K R Narayanan, the then President of 
India described lliin as "a man of rare vision, aculnen and deterinination. A scholal; historian 
and jour~~alist, he was above all an educator of the people as well as their leadcrs. Interestingly, 
for the last several decades, he analysed the socio-political scene from the firm-rootedness 
of his intellectual position and enriched Indian political thougl~t to his very last days". "It was 
certainly", the CPI General Secretaly Bardhan said, "Namboodiripad's idcology that shaped 
Kerala the way it is to-day. The thoughts and writings of EMS have i~lfluel~ced a getleration 
of commurzists. We all have read EMS we have listened to EMS. We have fought against 
EMS. We have rallied behind EMS. We have stood for EMS and stood against him. But we 
could never ignore EMS". 

As a true Marxist-Leninist, EMS Nalnboodiripad emancipated the rural poor orlc! ;he wage 
earner keeping in view the peculiar Indian conditions; land reforms were a gre:at :l:aracteristic 
o f  EMS' communist ideology. I-Ie got the land reforms by way of Icgisla~ion and by I 
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strengthening the Kisan Movement which addressed itself to the problems concerning small 
landholders and agricultural labour. 

For a person of his calibre, tlie growth of i~idividi~al capital in India iii general and Kerala 
in particular depended, as EMS Namboodiripad thought, on the growth of co~~scioust~ess  of 
the people in favour of material production. EMS Namboodiripad favoured industrialisatiol~ 
via thc private sector. He said 'bccai~se the possibility of industrialisation through tlie public 
sector was not very bright in Icerala, so we brought the private sector from outside'. 

Na~nboodiripad was a great communist theoretician who tried to relate the Marxian principles - 

to the Indian realities. In the process, lie made his ow11 Marxist interpretation to the Indian 
situation. That he stood for the toiling Inasses, the rural labourers, arid the exploited workers 
is a fact of history. But he, as a ccntrist of the Marxian ideology, favoured the socio- 
economic changes in the peculiar India11 conditions existirig then. In agriculture, his method 
was cooperativisation; in industry, it was first the introduction of inclustrialisation and thereafter, 
its socialisation. 

Narriboodiripad, like a true Marxist, believed that Marxism was not a static ideology; under 
different circumstances, its interpretations can be different and for bringing about socio- 
eco~iolnic changes, its stratcgy also differs i n  different conditions, That was why, to take an 
out of tlie co~itest instance, EMS Namboodiripad believcd [hat after the developments in the 
fosmer Soviet Uniou following the 1989 years, thcre could be no restoration of Soviet 
Communism, and that communis~n would have to absorb sigtlifica~it post~~lates or  other 
ideologies. 

The conflicting trends among various segrlients of the C o m n ~ ~ ~ n i s t  party in India were because 
of competing ideological influe~ices fi-om native and alicn social structures. Analysi~ig it 
beautifiully, Namboodiripad said, '"I'lie conflict here was between an outclated clecadent ' 

indigenous social system and a foreign social system that was being ncwly evolved. WlliIe, 
on the one side, one section is eager to build a new society, anotlicr section is eager to 
protect its own land alld the ancient custolns and tl-aditions characteristic of it. It is only 
tllrough introducing the essence of niodesn society that came to tlie country through the 
foreigners, and modcrtlising our society can we protect our country from attack by foreigners." 

Some of the leading members of the Communist parry were in favour of having a common 
front with thc Cotigress party. G. Adhiltari was of tlic view that in order to bi~i.id a strong 
natio~lal democratic tnovement and to prevent disruptioil i n  the Communist party, it was 
desirable to cooperate with tlle left-wing forces ofthe Congress party. The decisioli regarding 
this was also taken up by tlie Vijayawada Congress of the party. The conference took a 
decisio~i to develop at1 approacll of struggle and unity which will enable the orgallisatio~l to 
unite the democratic forces "following the pa~;ties of deniocratic opposition. Namboodiripad 
was not in f avo i~~ .  ofthis line in politics. Commenting on Na~nboodiripad's attitude, Adhikari 
said, "1l.i~ (Namboodiripad's) bland subjective hatred for the leadership of the iilajority has 
led him to propou~~d theories wl-rich serve as an alibi for the left-opportunist 1i11e." 

Na~nboodiripad rejected the approach of People's De~ilocracy of the Leftists. He said, "The 
origin and developmel~t of the inner-party differences which have lecl to tile split of the party, 



should be traced ,lot to the evil intentions, inisdeeds of certain individual leaders, but to 
certain objective factors." 

A majority of the members of the CPI (M) were very much critical of the Congress 
goven~ment under Nellru for its decision to overthrow the Namboodiripad's government in 
Kerala. According to Lenin, "It wo~ild be a profound error to thiok that the revolutionary 
pmletarint is capable of "refusillg "to support the Social Revolutio~~aries and Meosheviks 
against counter-revolution by way of revetlge, so to speak, for the support they have given 
in snlashing the Bolsheviks, in shooting down soldiers at the front and in disarming the 
workers. First this would be applying philistine conceptions of morality to the proletariat. 
(since, for the goocl of the cause, the proletariat will always support not only the vacillating 
petty bourgeoisie btit also the big bourgeoisie); secondly - and that is the important thing - 
it  would be philistine attenipt to obscirre the political substa~zce of the situation by 'moralising'. 

There has been 110 consistent ideological approach atnoug the lcaders of both the Communist 
parties - CPI and CPI(M). Regarding the melager of both these parties, Namboodiripad's 
vacillating attitude crcated a lot of confi~sion. The old slogan of 'no~i-cal>italist path of 
developmenty as applied to India was abandoned by the CPI in its Fourtecnlh Congress in 
Calcutta in 1989. It put emphasis on the anti-imperialist, anti-federal and anti-monopoly 
approach of the party towards the contemporary issues. One also obscrves distinct divergent 
approaclles by the Left leaders in tlie CPI(M) on thc international issucs. I;or cxamplc, in 
the 'rhirteenth Congress of the CPI (M) in Trivandrum in 1989, Nalnboadiripa~l Lillly advocated 
the policies of the Mikhail Gorbachev administration whcrcas another imporla~~t leader 
B.T.Ranadive was very critical of it. 

After having these references about Namboodiripad , il wortld be ndvisablo to llnve a brief 
analysis of some of his ideas and attitudes regarding Marxist-1,eninist tileory, I t~c l i a~~  history, 
caste and politics in India, national integration and unity and thc like. Niumboodiripad was 
one of the leading theoreticians and Left leadcrs of Ille Cotnmunist niovctncnt in India. His 
association with the Left movement in the country over four ciccadcs was a blcssing for the 
left and democratic movement. Let us have a brief ovcr vicw ol' sornr: of his ideas. 

14.7.1 Marxist Leninist Theory 

According to Namboodiripad, the First World War ~narkcd t l ~ c  bcgin~~ing ol' the c11d ol' 
capitalist domination over the nation-state systetns in different parts or'lllc world. With thc 
victory of the Communism in the October Revolution ill Russia tllc l~istory of  I~umanity 
witnessed for the Eirst titne, the victory of the working class ovcr the capit, ri 1. 1st strtlctt~res 
of a country. The ever-lasting spirit of the Russian revolutioh influenced not orlly the Eastern 
Europe but also a major part of the international system. It changed tile very politicill map 
of the world from capitalism to socialism. 

While discussing about the crisis of the capitalism and Marxist-Leninist thm~y . Nnn~hoodiripad 
said, "In tliese crises a great part not only of the existing products but also of t l ~ a  previously 
created production forces are periodically destroyed. In t l~csc crises 111cl.o brcuks out an 
epidemic that, in all earlier epochs, would 11;ne seemed an nbsllrclity - -  tllc cpidernic (.f mer- 
production. Society suddenly finds itself put back into a momelltary barbi~risol; i t  sppzars as 
if a famine, a universal war of devastation llad cut off the supply of' evcql ~ncans of 



subsistence; industry and commerce seems to be destroyed; and why ? Because there is too 
much civilisation, too much means of subsistence, too much industry, too much commerce . 
"Marx discussed about this crises in his classical work Capital. Not only both Marx and 
Engels discussed about the recurring cyclical crises steadily leading to its inevitable destruction 
but also pointed out that the active force which arises within womb o f  capitalism will surely 
destroy the capitalism itself. Marx said, "Not only has the bourgeioisie forged the weapons 
that bring death to itself; it has called into existence the men who are to wield those weapons 
- the modern working class - the proletarians." 

Accorditlg to Namboodiripad, the formation of the socialist camp comprising several nations 
would ultimately lead to the virtual end of the colonial systems. While analysing tlie central 
features of  the world political scene he cautioned 11s to be aware o f  the weal~nesses and 
difficulties of the co~~ntr ies  of the socialist world. He said that the socialist world is not an 
island in the ocean of humanity. It coexists with the capitalist world. "While it is possible for . 

the Socialism to exert its influence on the capitalist world , it in its turn faces the dangers 
of the penetration of the inluence of the capitaiist world." The present day crises in the 
capitalist world is bound to have its impact on the Socialist world. Therefore, one has to be 
careful to see that economic planning proceeds 011 the well-tested principles of balanced and 
propostio~~ate development. 

I-Ie eniphasised that the long-term perspectives of the Socialist develop~ne~lt programmes 
s l lo~~ld  be based on the step by step nationalisation, collecrivisation and social control of all 
the means and instruments of prodmction, including land. He cautioned both State and tlle 
I'arty leadership not to neglect the supreme task of fighting the evil influences of alien class 
ideology whicli appears in various ~nanifestations~ including the iron grip o f  religion on the 

t minds of tlie pcople. 'This analysis of Namboodiripad shows now to  what extent his philosophy 
I: has becon~e relevatlt in the conternporary society . 

, 
1 14.7.2 On Caste Conf licls 

1 Naniboodiripad said that the destruction of the 'age-old' village system and the developn~ent 
of the new capi talis~n by tllc British administration resulted in two apparently contradictory 
features in the Indian socicty and politics : the ernel-gence of working class as a class and 
the disruption of the unity of the working class and the toiling people as evidenced in the 
increasing conflicts between 'bacltward' and 'forward castes'. These tensions were built 
into thc national niovement in which the leaders often Iiighlighted the revival of the 'age-old' 
Indian civilisatioil and cu l t~~re  thereby emphasising divisioll of society into a hierarchical 
system of castes. I-Ic talked about tlie two contradictory features of the Indian politics : tlie 
growing unity of the working class against the Bhootlingam Report and the Industrial Relations 
Bill in  1973, and the grauri~lg co~~f l i c t s  between the 'backward' and 'forward' communities. 
1.k advised us to have a proper ~ulderstanding of the n a t ~ ~ r e  and depth of these two crises, 
and to resist oppression that acts as one of the contributing factors giving rise to te~~sions 
and con.ll icts amo@ ' higher' and 'lower' castes. He referred to the non-Bralzmin movements 
in different parts of the country. It is important to re~nenlber that the struggle waged by the 
tnillions of' people belonging to the hitherto oppressed castes and co~nmunities has become 
11ow an integral part of tile struggles for secular democracy. It would therefore, be  rational 
to conclude that t l ~ c  demand for reservations made by the 'backward' communities would 



"s.7.3 National Unity 

One of the important aims of the freedom struggle was to bring about unity among various 
castes, religious communities and linguistic groups under the banner of revolt against the 
British administration. The struggle also highlighted the removal of evil systems such as 
untoucl~ability and inferior status to women. The Bhabnagar Sessiol~ (1961) of tlie Congress 
ernphasised on this aspect. It said, "Under the cover of the political and social activities the 
old evils of communalism, casteism, provincialism and linguisnl have again appeared in some 
measures . Colnmunalistn which has in the past done so much injury to the nation is again 
coming into evidence and taking advantage of tlie democratic apparatus to iindern~ine this 
unity to encourage reactionary tendencies. Provincialism and linguisn~ have also adversely 
affected the causes for which the Congress has been fighting for over decades. It is 
therefore of the utmost importance that every effort must be made to remove these evils or  
the adoption of this resol~~tion was followed by the appointment of the National Integration 
Corninittee. 

Nanlboodiripad said that "the revivalism of the majority gave a modern 'secular' garb of 
'nationalism' to the essentially Hindu communalist approach. The revivalism of the minority 
was on tlie other hand taking an openly commulial stand." He considesed revivalisnl as a 
serious threat to the national unity. 

The betrayal of the ~iational bourgeoisie in the matter of natiol~al language and virtual 
abandonment of the delnacratic approach to the problems of languages and linguistic states 
has created growing political discontent among the people. Besidcs, the econo~nic development ' progralnmes have not been able to remove disparities among the people .Increasing powers 
to the peoples representatives, colnplete restoration of the fundamental rights of the people, 
removal of  anti-people measures, regional autonomy for the tribal areas , equal rights for all 
citizens irrespective of religion, caste and sex, free compulsory education upto secondary 
levels, people's cultural programmes, and equitable resources distribution anlong all regions 
are some of the measures highlighted by him . 

Na~nboodiripad was very ~nuch critical of the abominable treatment giveti to wolnen in the 
society . He said that the society is to be modernised, if I-Iindu, Muslim, Christian and other . 
women - eve11 among the Hindus - are to be enabled to elljoy privileges of a modern 
monogamous family having equal rights with Inen , the struggle of wornen as women should 
be further carried forward . "'That women as an integral part of the toiling classes -working 
classes , the peasantry - should therefore participate with men in all these movements is also 
undeniable." Emphasising the role o f  the organisatio~ls of women, he said that these 
organisations 'too should realise that their own struggle for equality can be led to s~iccessfi~l 
co~~clusion only if the comlnon organisations of the working people are strengthened and if 
they embrace in their ranks both men and women." , I .  

14.7.4 Strategy of Indian Revolution 

The draft political resolution prepared by the National Council of tllc 'Itight' Conl~nul~isl 
party for theis Congress held at Cochin in October I971 einphasised on "'a Left and de~nocratic 
government at  the cetltre with the Co~igress at its head . They oficially called i t  an alliance 
of  ' l e f t  democratic forces inside and outside the Congress'. Nan~boodiripad was very much 



critical of this approach . The CPI(M) gave a call for ' a struggle against the whole camp 
of reaction represented by all parties of the ruling classes , including and dotni~iated by the 
ruling Congress Party. He advocated for a well-coordinated political struggle against tliree 
main enemies of the people - imperialism or foreign ~nonopoly , feudalism or all the antiquated 
socio-ci~ltural, economic and political institutions within the country, and the rapidly growing 
~nonopoly capital with tlie foreign collaboration.' 

He was emphatic about proletarian iuter~~ationalism of the working classes towards the world 
socialist 11iovernent. He said that 'Indian revolutiotl is an ititegral part of the process of 
tra~isitioll from capitalism to socialism that takes place on a world scale. But this does not 
mean that India is ripe for this transition. India has to go through another revolution as tlie 
main pre-condition for the transition from capitalism to socialism." 

14.7.5 Indian History 

Na~nboodiripad was ofthe opinion that altliougk historians claim to be 'iinpal-tial', 'objective' 
and itlterested only in 'discovering tlie truth', their work invariably reflects tlie philosophy of 
the class they belong to. Some of die liistorians stand for particular religious colninunities , 
regional ,linguistic or cultural groups or co~i~niunities. Their writings often reflect their 
approaches to the proble~iis of the llistory and culture of India. Often tlie conflicting views 
of different historians, represetlting particular sc.llools of history create social teusious and 
instabilities. He said , "Historians other than those guided by the theory of historical materialism 
are Ilandicapped by the fact that they do not see tlie history of human society as one of 
man's struggle against nature in the course of which he enters into mutual relations with 
other tneti1bcrs of the society. Nor do they perceive that these ~ i i u t ~ ~ a l  reactions beconie what 
are known as relations of conflicts between the exploiting and exploited classes." It is indeed 
nicessary to loolc LIPOII the history of all human societies as the history of class struggle. 
While referring to the study of the history of India, one should begin with the quest for 
undcl-standing the nature of the pre British society, its weakness, and developments of these 
weaknesses, existing socio-economic structures, and political regimes. 

Tlic political philosophy of EMS Na~nboodiripad is indeed a valuable contribution to the 
growth of social sciences of the conte~nporilry society. 

14.8 SUMMARY - 

Colnll~unist thought in 111dia has its roots in tlie Marxist - Leninist ideology. The cornn~u~list 
movcmcnt in  India, though ~ollowing the Marxist tenets, steered ahead in the specific Indian 
conditions. The early cornmu~zisls, before tlic birth of tlie Comtnunist Party of India (CPI) 
were ilnli-imperialist. That is why, they had to undergo irnprison~ne~lt (Kanpur, Meerut Cases). 
The CIY, i n  its initial years, worlted with some effectiveness in orgatlising the workers and 
thc peasants. It witnessed a split in the course of its evolutioti (the CPI and the CPI-M). 
It: stood for the cstablisli~nent oFsacialist society and sought an imperialist-free and exploitatioii- 
free sociillist i~itcrnatiolialism The Indian Marxists had never been the orthodox followers of 
Marxism. M N Roy moved, theoretically, from Marxis111 to radical humanism; while EMS 
Nambaodisipad sought, in practical terms, a ~nodernised developed society in India, especially 
in Kcrala. 



14.9 EXERCISES 

I .  Mention, in brief, the growth of communist movement in India. 

2. Distinguish between Socialism and Co~nmunism 

3 .  How far was M N Roy influenced by Marxism? On what grounds did he differ from M,arxism? 

4. What were Roy's Ideas 01-1 Radical Humanism? 

5. Mention the contribution of EMS Namboodiripad to the com~nunist thought in India. 

6. Trace the Indian Com~nunist thought before and after independence. 




