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The gharial
population has been
at its lowest since
the 1970s. What
went wrong and
what can we do?
ROMULUS WHITAKER
and JANAKI LENIN

.
ISPY tendrils of mist rise del- ¢
icately from the water surface,
tinged gold by the dawn. Your
breath hangs as little clouds of

vapour as you gaze upon the Girwa &5

River on a cold winter morning. A trio

of hollow clapping sounds from the

other side of the river, half a kilometre &
away tells you that an adult male gha- £
rial is advertising his presence. It is the
height of the breeding season. The
place seems trapped in a time in early ¥
history whenman was still clad in ani-
mal skins. It is only as the sun rises
higher and burns the mist off the water
that the world comes into focus with
appalling clarity. The five-km stretch
of the Girwa River in Katerniaghat

‘Wildlife Sanctuary is one of the only

three wild breeding sites left in the

world for the most unique of all the

tard. When they reached a metre in animal.
length. thev were released in the wild.

Gharial on the brink

o e P
"-M"‘“Nuwl)lhx!t official
W now, The recent mm deaths
e +  report

PR gﬁué cammot b e oat
CRITICALLY ENDANGERED: Captive gharial at the Madras ( _ Fifty-three

hatched by FAO consultant Bob Bus-  ability to support largernumbersofthe  Dhruva Basu compile fisher: it

During the dry summer months, the

T HTY IUGRT TEISA & 6T o HWUT JTd T Tehe 87

= e Delhl Govt Report Points To Toxic Elements in Stagnant Water

la_sanctu.

( ary were because of pollut
‘e ed Yamuna

taminated fish an nd not be.

W Cise of bird flu. The

pa——

and Delhi have sent reports
to respective governments

the polluted water in
this sanctuary is cleaned

budsweref ddad xn
a bird sa
mor

aimmed that
of the last 10 years the ey had sdded potson Ty S
drastic decline in g Yater tokillfish. These pol |7+

9 3 T e qErEE F YR 3T faawor

I TH oF SR o Siel HEEE] bl EUEId H
e, ST YeieH, Freson SR fafae smeed
Hied Tl 9N § ARIHT o IR o= S @l
Ty ®Y § TR % AURR &5 § © A1 99
faum s1eren 3= faurn o P TEHR & JaeH
T 7| == frefafad o § afe T -

(F) IRTIT a7 — < H 28 4 A a7 &
aRfera o wifa fre o € el 9 o
3R o WO o GREI0T i o1 €, SARfer
oAl 1 Heifeeh Joda WAl S e

(@) ¥era a7 — 99 faum & SER <9

el o &5 1 Th-Taer feed e @
T oA 1 R AYE T BN 9 99 o

fau gt geen # S 2
TR ARA-2

(M) afeifichd a7 — 317 Tt YR ok o7 IR
ISR S TR, Al SR GHE o
Toifies ® B ©, Sfeniiehd o e S &

Rfer iR Mo oUW TUrER o e @
fSMehT T@-T@E 3Ol dhel, 3T o et

AR Ik wemE o fow feman S @1 wed W

o TRl oA % sfaia Heifus &9 2 i wew

% el o9 &% %1 i 75 whav 2| sEeh

Afafed S iR FIER, Ty TR, SWTS

¥t dffferrg, ufvem ool iR wermg o oft

Tl o H T Sl UM AR o h E;

AR TSTEAH W e oAl | Aerd o T T Al

UM B AR o @l T A iR e o

Afesheal o9 &5 3Yefiehd o ® aUl TUEE

TuEEl o Weed | 2l

2015-16(19/01/2015)



TR T a9 Gy

I TR KT A TAR 9 H RE T a0
21 €9 AR W 3H W6 W S € T o AR
<9 § FT UEE ollEl o e off €1 WRa ok
FS &5 H I TR TS WER STt ok
a1l ey 3Tae ST Toell o G o 52§
Fifh T B ekl H ITeh! SAERIARAS!
#1 9fd e Fehdt 21 Gt a9 fird § e
& el o SR 9= Sig o stfufrem % d'd
a8l ¥ @ w9 HEH o fou gea 2l
FE & § @ o wWE g g e HY e
# W@ € N AR F1 A § g&ey off wien
T W@ T T T TR et H 5 T
o AN A A 1,200 BRI 99 9f Riga <rwd
‘Tigd’ wifd X & fmer ote & e s
?; W fer afdta e € qean aed o @
qaUs ¥ 78 o o e &l o= 2|

*~P
gfe Ui o e - fafay @i (

ey wfaat s Hafa

Wehfa T o T QA ST faverd €, fore
R epTd o & &Y 1 W&l ST €| 381 fagardt
3 faf=t o =1 gt T wiuE &9 § TEEm @i g,
o fers Ui o gRge (S-Saaret o o) FeEd 2
oAl o 3 W A A A ol o U8 WS Wi o e
A & e qen 7 € R 3R o Sgste S S
SIS T IR G HI o7 @ 2| BREANR &
| He1 3R et SsTfaal 7ge SR e o Uel
ol 3 €1 SAfeen IR faER w1 Seenfaar e %
A gl SR 3T % Ug HY gon e 21 B o
g 9 =Afe fiuet 3R deger st ufes 7rd 2

IR S § S HEPTAAl § IR Tedd
Teehfa o Yopfa SiX STkl Shfaal o1 wiferd we o
T TR ik 21 STHAR TR o, Teret wifeat,
Uef SR agEtl Wi ufes WY ST Gt TR
ST 21 MY e HiEd % g U §et 3R AR
| IureE 32 Faemd-fued & ot °few & el
o fira €1 T o foeE wial o | qw e
et fetor, e, e iR 91 o e <@ Fehd

& S o6l o WA w1 A fewm € SR iE SR
THEH TE g

TerameReTa

3T YA 3T U o fohdt Ud dfa-fas & sm o
T o fad S wafeer g=re SR e § Heg
FW B

feme ® wfag foruent eridiem #3 &5 o
9 Hek Uk § & HaE &l @l Afug a8 ot
fe@rn for o del w5t S 1 gEn wieh
WHRIS  IHhiol ST &l Thel a9@1 ST
Gehdl B URURER TLET0T qlieh] ol QASiiea Teme
TRfEersht i o A ekl 1 fowm@ o1a =AU
B 7 B foedt | ol <1 ot st stide
R FaaTa 3 @ @ fo qeafe saet
%y o fom off fafoy woa 3sORA g@
fefer &9 @ oFaer $fu SR dug 2

qRd | 9 99 YeeH SEchH &fd ol o
yaie 3R AT | Tt S w1 gfaet &
Te & SO Fd 21 =i &9 |
FHEchHl ST I 1988 H gE 5@ Sifewn TA
q WK o YU T Geel Y& I fHAT G99
faam & sidia ‘Hged a9 yerE’ afa o o
Ture & foaw & s ® oI T e % wR
R gEmd o et @ e arier oI o faem
& Afmr 499 ®9 ° w1 wd 21 38 a5l
4 TS A W A S IR-gERdl aF
SISl o BN B € Al Hhel GO ¥ qIw
ARG orhel oy # off WrieR B 2

qRa H aterer & foAmer iR yAfmir
fopeTiiere & dra frerd 3 i e e
T T SO UTehfdeh FETEA YauA | IMHA hil
ofgul wWq T gRE R Rgd o
wiehen & qeA qfget W o W eredt <X |1 e
3 & fawm fwad @ g wifeT St SHEEE

mmﬁmﬁm%ﬁﬁﬁaﬁ?aﬁaﬁmﬁg

gfawferd =il

K (el
;

a1 TH g Sfa HHEH 23 >

!

{
W

(Y
‘iﬂzﬁ()‘fﬁi
| 7 J
s



®o—

“Ug s fae erEiifd g SR SeRyul Sheurd S e gaq diev o faw i A e
® Il IR IR 3T o i foraneti i e wXa 71 T8 Tl hT &0 e € SR wE )
R peRlEl FAaM arel faAes w1 o sE yeE S 21

Taq g5 (487 E7.)
TRTMH
1. Sgohicush Fd
(i) 39 @ HE-E feoqoft werfaes ameafasia @ik WS o g9 1 ¥8l wRo7 Tt 872
(%) v FER (1) UYERTT AR LA ARl Thd L

(@) Jed Tl fasmE i@ (%) dg Sreminor SR IEde
(i) TTH & HIA-T1 W& T GO w1 el qeiert T war?

(%) TIF T JEEA (1) S e ST
(@) faushl =A™ (®1) & Sita 9gfaeR (santuary) 1 IREHA
2. frefafaa wifvEl/ diel w1 Sek stfide o o 9 e i
1B CI 0] arfaa ot
EIIRESU] N
Tferrg weft B
FESHM el 3R HeheT&d
femTer™ U e T
et fatarelt a@ EPIIEED

3. frfafed =1 9a &1

ARferd o TR, =il o o 3R THEr o o1l 31 o 31k aeK
gfH

REGRCE o R o S HEIEE e w1 g 9 el g o |

Tefiepd o I T S SR S R ¥ 9= W 2

4. frefafad ge=i & s @ 30 =& | Sy
(i) Sa fafaerar w01 22 =7 7ra Sfted o e 4 qewget 32
(i) TRy samd foF A forard fohg YR qrehfass amefasd iR wifurend o g o
FRE 7?2
5. frafafed geai & 3w @ 120 =1 § s
(i) 9Ra ¥ fafa= weml 4 fFg gwR ol o o= Ste wReror iR e | e faen 82
foreamqaieh foe=rm &
(i) o IR 9= g Geror § geantt Afq-farst | wh ey fafau)
HHATAE  IRA-2





