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APPENDIX A ESSAY TOPICS

1. Wb liue in a technological age. Houteuer, tecbnology cannot solae all the utorld's

probbms. Therefore some PeoPh argae tbat we need to pkce hss emphasis on

technological solutions and more on other ualues.

2. Many modern child.ren spend a great deal of time sining in front of a tehuision or

computer screen. This h extremely harmful to their deuelopment. Therefore Parents
should strictly limit tbe time children spend in this utay.

3. Tbe enaironment is one of the most important issues in the uorld today, but

goaerwnents are not doing enougb about it. Tb uhat extent do you thinh that

indiaiduab can help to Protect the enaironment?

4. The Internet has proaided great benfits, but at tlte same time it hat ako created neut

probhms and inequalities. Is it possible to control some of these probbms?

5. h is often argued that child.ren must be protectedfrorn ansuiuble material on TV

and the Internet by gouernment censorsbip. Otbns sa! that it is the parents'

responsibilit! to control uthat their cbild.ren do and u,atch. To uhat extent do you

thinh that this is true?

6. Most education slsterns rely on examinations to encourage children to study, but as a

resuh children suffer from too much stress and they neuer lzarn to be creatiue.

Tbnefore examinations sbould be abolished. Do you agree?

7. Most pollution, eEecially air and utatn pollution, is caured by industry. If ute uant

to protect the enuironntent a)e should rnahe factories and other forzns of indusny pay

for all the pollution that thel carce. That is the only ua! to mahe sure that the

ourners will mahe a serious ffirt to reduce the pollution that tltey cause. Tb u,hat

extent do you agree utith this opinion?

8. In euery city the car is bing of the road. Cars cause deatlt and injury and air

pollution, and tbey mahe ffi dfficub and dangno^ fo, others. It is time to reduce

tlte number of cars in our cities andto encourage othermeans of ffansport. Do

lou dgree uith this opinion?

9. 
'Monqt cannot buy happiness'it is often chimed. Bat ruitlt monqt you can buy most

ofthe things that are necessaryfor happiness: goodfood accontntodation,

entertainment, trauel, quality heahb care etc. No uonder most peoph u)ant to nmhe

as muclt rnone! as possibh, Do you agree or disagree?

10. Tb be successful in education it is more im.portant to be a good stud.ent tltan to haue

good teachers. W'ould you suPPort that statement?
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1 1. At present rae rely on oil for most of our energ! needs. Houteuer, oil is a fossil fuel
and cauces air pollution, and it uill nentually run out. Nuclear energ! is the onfit

practical and chan source of energy for tlte world.. Do you agree?

12. Modern technologjr has increased our material uteahh, but not our happiness. To

ultat extent do you agree utith this statement?

13. The increasing roh of English in the raorld meAns that the harning of other

hnguages is being neglccted. This urill haue serious resuhs for the continued use of

these knguages, and of their cubures. rYhat is your opinion?

14. Young peoph are said to baae hst Tnan! of the traditional ualues of the older

generation. This does not tnattex because the old. ualues ltaue no rehuance in the

modern urorld.'Wb need to dnelop a uthole nea, set of aalues.

Do you suPPort this statement?

15. Professional sport inuolues krge sums of money and receiaes enonnous media

coaerage. Meanuthilz serious cubure, including music, art and theatre, is badly

neglzcted. This is mahing our socieSt more shallout, Do you thinh this is the case?

16. International sports cornpetitions are the best utay to preaent conjlict. National

feelings can be expressed in friendly competition, rather than fighting and sports

heroes are better roh m.odeb tbanfigbters. The krge sums of mone! slrent on

international sport cornpetitions suclt as the Olympic Games are tlterefore justified

Do you agree?

17. As there is increasing anernployrnent in the uorld, tahile at tlte same tirne tltose uho

haue jobs are utorhing harder and harder, it uould. be bener tu ltaue 4 doy utorhing

uteehs for eaerlone, and so create more jobs.'Vhat is your opinion about this

suggestion?

18. Tbbacco and alcohol are drugs that cause addiction and heahh probbms.

Should they be madc illzgal? Or should all drugs be lcgalised?

19. 
'Wb 

are surroundzd by aduertising. Some peoph thinh that this is good, because it

giues us choices as coTr.srrrners, but others argue that it nmhes peoph selftsh and

greedy for more and more goods. Do you thinh that there should be hss aduertising?

20. 
.Wb 

hnota that many hinds of animab can feel pain and emotional suffering just as

humans do. h is tberefore necessdr! to support animal righ* ar urell as human

rights. Do you agree?


