Demeocratic Rights

"The Fundameniz'zl Rights in
Indian conStitutizjn actsas a
guarantee that all Indian
citizens can arf‘fd will live
their lives in peace as long
as they live Qn Indian
democracy. They include
individual rights common to
most liberal deinocfacies. "

24 Intfoducton | &
A démocraﬁc government has to be periodically efected by the peopleina
free and fair manner. A democracy must be based on institutions that follow
certain nules and procedures. Thes'e elements are necessary but not sufficient
for a democracy. Elections and institutions need to be combined with a
third element - enjoyment of rights - to make a government democratic.
Even the most properly elected rulers working thrbugh the established
institutional process must learn not to cross some limits. Citizens' democratic
rights set those limits in a democracy.

22.2 Life withoutrights ~ ~- = 7

Prison in Guantanamo Bay - : ,

About 600 people were secretly picked up by the US forces from all over
the world and put in a prison in Guantanamo Bay, an area near Cuba
controlled by Amercian Navy.

_ The American government said that they were enemies of the US and

linked to the attack on New York,on 11 September 2001. In most cases

. the governments Qf their countries were not asked or even informed about
their imprisonment. ' ' '

There was no trial before any magistrate in the. US. Nor could these
prifsoners approach courts in their own country. - _ ..

An;"lr.lesty“ International, an international huma

n rights- organisation, .

collected information on the condition of the prisoners in Guantanaimo Bay 1

and reported that the prisoners were being tortured in ways 't}mgf‘ﬁofé}téé,_ o o
the US laws. They were being :clépied"ﬂ}é‘:t"r‘gaﬁi}éntjh_é:t;eyeﬁ__ orisoners of |©

 war rhust get as per international treaties. Mang prisoners had fried protesting, | -

 against these condiﬁohs‘tiﬁfgo_ing .dﬁ.a:hlingef strikePrlso rswerenot |

- reloased everi after they were officially declared hotguilty. ependent | -
inquiry bythe UN supported: ﬁlése\‘findings; The:UN -"Secfetafﬁ'Ger_xgi"al: .

)

said the prison in Guantanamo Bay should be closed down. The US:{. -
-+ govérnment refused to accept thesepleas. v - '




| revised the status of property rights] | -

L. |deprived of his progerty save. by 3 BNRES A

22.3 Citizen's rights in Saudi Arabia L
@} The countryis ruled by a hereditary king and the people have no roje
in electing or changing their rulers.”

(i) The king selects the legislature as well as the executive. He appoints .
the judges and can change any of their decisions.

(i} Citizens cannot form political parties or any political organisations. .
Media cannot report anything that the monarch does not like.,

(iv)  Thereis no freedom of religion. Every citizen is required to be Muslim.
Non-Muslim residents can follow their rehg1on in private, but not in
“public.

) Women are subjected to many public restrictions. The testimony of
one man is considered equal to that of two women. This is irue not
just of Saudi Arabia. There are many countries in the world where
several of these conditions exist.

22.4 Ethnic massacre in Kosovo

ﬁ) Kosove, a province of Yugostavia before its- splxt In this prownce the -
' population was overwhelmingly ethnic Albaman But in the entire
. country, Serbs were in majority, A narrow minded Serb nationalist
Milosevic (pronounred Miloshevich) had won the election. His
. government was very, hostile to the Kosovo Albamans He warited the
9.2 Womer: being denied " Serbs to dominate the country. Many Serb leaders thought that Ethnic
Fundamen:al Rights 1 minorities ike Albanians shouid exther leave the country or accept the
: dominance of the Serbs. :

(i) This is what happened to an Albanian family in a town in Kosovo in

) April 1999 74-year-old Batisha Hoxha was sitting in her kitchen- with

S -+ —ozo oo wo -of oo o . her T7year-old husband Izet, staying warm by the stove; They had —+
i e " heard explosmns but did not realise that Serbian troops had already
entered the town. The next thing she knew, five or six soldiers had
burst through the front door and were demanding.

(itf) With her husband dying before her, the soldlers pulled the wedmng N
ring off her finger and told her to get out. -~

(xvl She wes standing on the street in the rain with no house no husband
< NO possessions but the clothes she was wearing. ‘

W) “This: massacre was being carried out by the army  of thelr own country,

working under the dlrechon of a leader who came to power through
1L " democratic elections. This* was one of the worst instances of kdlmgs
. Ongmally, fhe nght properly was ' - based on ethnic prejudices inrecént tiims. ‘Finally several other couintries
also included in the Fundaiental] | intervened to stop this massacre. Milosevic lost power and was tﬁed by
Righfs, however, the Forty- Fourth i the lntematlonal Court of Justxce for crimes against hwnanity

Amendment, passed in 1978, >22 5 R|ghts ina democracy what are rights?

(i) Rights are clafinis of a person over other fellow belngs over the socxety

by safing tht No persan shall be i~and-over'the government, All of 1 s want to live. hap'p&ly wlthout fear

g  fouthority oflow. : ' ; N and without being subjected. to; degraded treatment, ‘ —
' (11) For this we expect Gthers.to behave in such a way that does not harm
~ ‘usorhurtus.: ‘Equally, our actions should not also harmor hurt others
Soa right Is. possxble whel you 1 make a cl ’rm that is: equally posszble )
: forotl1ers " . L




(iil) Just because we claim some thing it does not become our right:“it has
to be recognised by the society we live in. Rights acquire meaning only
in society. Every society makes certain rules to regulate our conduct.
They tell us what is right and what is wrong, what is recognised by the
society as rightful becomes the basis of rights. That is why the notion of
rights changes from time to time and society to society. e.g. Two
hundred years ago anyone who said that women should have right to

vote would have sounded strange. Today not granting them vote in

Saudi Arabia appears strange.

The prisoners in Guantanamo Bay had a mora I claim not to be tortured or

The demond for fundumentcﬁ nghks
humiliated. But they could not go to anyone to enforce this claim. When | {i1 india was raised for the firsttime

Jaw recognises some claims they become enforceable. We can then demand | |in the Nehru Report 1928 , which in

their application. When fellow citizens or the government do not respect it included some social and
economic rights also.

these right's we call it violation or infringement of our rights.

Rights are reasonable claims of persons recogrﬁsed by soclety and sanctioned
by law. '

22.6 Why do we need rights in a democracy ?

Rights also perform a very spedai roleina democracy

' () Rights protect minorities from the oppression of ma;onty They ensure
. that the ma;onty cannot do whatever it likes. :
(i) Rightsare guarantees which canbe used when thmgs go wrong. Things
may go wrong when some citizens may wish to take away the rights of
others. This usually happens when those in ma onty want to dommate

~ those in minority.
(i} Some rights need to be placed higher than the: govemment so that
the governmient cannot violate them. In most democracies the basic

rights of the citizen are written down in the constitution.

22.7 Rights'in Indian constitution

In India, like most other democracies in the world, these ﬂgxhts are mentioned
in the Constitution. Some rights which are fundamental to our life are
given a special status. They are called Fundamental Rights. Ri htS an d
It talks about securing for all its citizens equality, liberty -and jushce | n ‘an _ .
. Fundamental Rights put this promise mto effect They are an 1mportant 1 C nst mnon o
basic feature of 1nd1asConsﬁtuhon R '_ <-. : S

22. 8 Fundamental nghts .

The Fundaméental Rights are those basic: condmon whxch are. considered. A )
essentia! to be: provxded toa person for his: all round development After

the inclusion of the Bill of Rxghts in the U N ‘Chexter, ithas bed me obhgatory

‘for all the: member—states of the United Natlens to ‘ensure: these ba51c

K condmons to ﬁ\eu respectlve ahzens These condltions, wh]ch are recognised :

" - asthe primary. requiremerits. for. the: ba!an ed develooment of a _pe_rsep, 1
are commorly called the ‘Fundamental Rights'. :

Human

.aa.



The Fundamental Rights in the
Constitution of India are inspired by
the American Constitution. -

22.8 Classification of fundamental rights or fundamental .

rights guaranteed to the citizens of India

mg'm to, -
Freedom

Kg .4

Our Constitution in the beginning bestowed seven I'Lmddmenlal nghts on '
us. They were :

Right to Equality -
Right to Freedom
Right Against-Exploitation

@

Right fo Freedom of Religion

- Cuitural and Educational Right - e - -oooc

Right to Constitutional Remedies

Right to Equality  First through the feudal system and then by the British
rule, a class of so-called high-ups was created in India. The age-old caste
system had caused the cancer of untouchability in the Indian social life.
Right to Equality seeks to undo these wrongs under the provisions of Articles
14 to 18 of the Constitution. :

U]

The Constitution says that the governmept shall not deny to any person .
in India equality before the law or the equal protection of the laws, It
means thai the laws apply in the same manner to all. regardless of a
person's status. Thisis called the nule of law. Rule of law s the foundation.
of any democracy. It means that no person is above the law. There .

" cannot be any distinction between a politxcal leader, govemment official

and an ordmary cnttzen

‘(n) Every ‘cltizen, from the Prime Minister fo a bmali farmer in a remote*
_village, is sub}ected to the same laws-No' person can legally claim any
. special treatment or pmnlege just. because he.or she happens to be an
o impoftant ‘person: For example a few years ago a. former Prune:
o Minister of the Country laced a court case on charges of cheating- The'

court finally declared that he was not guilty,‘But as long as the.case

o contmued ‘he had to' go to the court nge evxdence and f:!e papers 3

... justlike any other mtizen




(i} This basic position is further clarified in the Constitution-by spelling nut
some implications of the Right in Equality. The goverfiment shali not |
discriminate against any citizen on grounds only of religion, race, caste,
sex or place of birth Every citizen shall have access to public places
like shops, restaurants hotels, and cinema halls. Similaﬂy, there shall
be no restriction with regard in the use of wells, tanks, bathing ghats,
roads, playgrounds and places of public resorts maintained by

government or dedicated to the use of general public. This might
appear very obvious, but It was necessary to incorporate these rights

in the Constitution of our country where the traditional caste system W '
did not allow people from some communities to access all public places. The American Constitution was the
first written Constitution which

granted fundamental rights called
opportunity in matters relating to employment or appointment toany | | Bjll of Right to ils cifizens.

{iv) The same principle applies to public jobs. All citizens huvc equality of

position in the government. No citizen shall be discriminated against
or made ineligible for employment on the grounds mentioned above.
You have read in Chapter Five that the Government of India has
provided reservations for Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes and R
- Other Backward Classes. |

{v) Various governments hove different schemes for giving preference to
women, poor or physically handicapped in some kinds of jobs. Are
these reservations against the right to equality? They are not. For
equality does not mean giving everyone the same ‘t'reatment, no matter
what they need. ' .

{vi) Equality means giving everyone an equal opportunity to achieve
whatever one is capable of. Sometimes it is necessary to give special

““treatment to someone il ordér to ensure equal opportunity. This is
what job reservations do. Just to "c!a‘n‘fy this, the Constitution says that
reservations of this kind are not a viclation of the Right; to Equality,
The principle of non-discrimination extends to social life as well. The
Constitution mentions one extreme form of social discrimination, the
practice of Qntouchability, and clearly directs the government to put
an end to it.

{vii) The practice of untouchability has been furbidden in any form.
Untouchability here does nut only raean refusal to touch people
belonging to certain castes. It refers to any- “belief or social practice

~which looks down upon people on account of their birth with certain

 castelabels, Such practice denites them interaction with others or access

. to publxc places as equal citizens. So the Constxtution made

untouchabxhty a pun shable offence ' : '

3
\

CHEC

1 Wh:ch part of the lndlan Conshtu’don contams Fundamental nghts 2
2. Which arficles contam Fundamental Rights?. . %
3. Whoisthe guardlan of fundamental Rmhts enumerated in Indxan Constxtuhon '?

e

"33__ |



Fig.7 nght to freedom

{Equality of apportunity in public

(b)

employment (Art 16} and right to] |

‘| freedom of-speech association| | -

JetclAmi9) are avmfubie to'Indian
* |citizenonly, . -

Right to Freedom

Freedom meana absence of constraints. In practical life it means absence
of interference in our affairs by others - be it other individuals or the

government. We want to live iri society, but we want to be free. We want to

do things in the way we want to do them. Others should not dictate us what
we should do. So, under the Indian Constitution all citizens have the right to

f) Freedom of speech and expression

(i} Assembly in a peaceful manner

{il) Form associations and unions

(iv) Move freely throughout the country

() Reside in any part of the country, and

{vi) Practice any profession, or to carry on any occupation, trade or business,

Right to Freedom of Speech and Expression : This right allows the
citizens to discuss freely all matters concerning public as well as national
well-being orally or through the press. But tfxis right cannot be used for
slandering others, for jeopardising the safety aind integrity of the State or
for inclting violence.

Right to Assemble Peacefully and w!thout Arms : This rlqht is necessary’

for the exchange of views and propagation thei‘eof But the assembly should
invariably be peaceful and should not pose a danger to law and order.

Right to Form Associations or Unlons : To safeguard individual as

" well as collective interests of the citizens, this xxjght has been guaranteed by -

the Constitution. Restrictions, however, can be imposed against such unions

or assocxahons if they tend to pose a danger to the safety of the State orv-
““indulge in ifimotal and lllegal activities, ‘

Right to Free Movement: Every citizen of Indta is entitled to free moverment
throughout the territory of India with the exceptxon that this freedom does

not app!y to private buildings and estates. This right further implies that no

person can be detained or imprisoned without ihe express sanction of law.

Restrictions, however, can be imposed on thss freedom by the State in .

‘public interest.

Right to reside ‘and settle in any part of %the territory of lndla.

citizen of the Indian Republic can choosz to reslde inany part of the country
with the only limitation that it should not go gainst the interests of the
‘weaker sections of the. society Hecan purchase keep, transferor dlspose
 the State of Jammiu and
; than those of the state

|

i



©

Right to life or personal beerty

The Constitution says that ng person can be depnved of his life or personal
liberty except according toprocedure established by law. It means that no
person can be killed unless the court has ordered a death sentence. It also
means that a government or police officer can arrest or detain any citizen
unless he has proper legal justification.

Even when they do, they have to follow some procedures:

(i) A personwho is arrested and detained in custody will have t6 be informed

of the reasons for such arrest and detention.

(i) A person who is ar'}ested and detained shall be produced before the
nearest magistrate within a period of 24 hours of arrest.

(i} Such a person has the riéht to consult a lawyer or engage a lawyer for
~ his defence.

1.

2,
3.

(d)

(e)

[CHECK YOUR ANSWERS -
¥

Part III »
. Aticle 12 to Arhde 35

confer on the people of India the following freedoms

- To preach it

Supereme Court

Right gainst exploitation : Once the right to liberty and equality is granted,
it follows that every citizen has% right not to'be exploited. Yet the Constitution
makers thought is was necessary to write down certain clear provisions to
prevent exploitation of the weaker sections of the society.

The Constitution mentions three specific evils and declares these illegal,

(i) The Constitution prohibits ‘traffic to human beings'. Traffic here means ,~

- - selling and buying of humaibeings, usually women, for iImmoral purposes:
(i) Our Constitution also pfgg)hibits forced labour or begar in any form.
Begar is-a practice where'the worker is forced to render service to the
'master’ free of charge or éit a nominal remuneration, When this practice
takes place on a life- long basis, it is called the practice of bonded
labour. '
(it} The Constitution also prginibits child labour, No one can employ a child
. below the age of fourteen to work in any factory or mine or in any
other hazardous work, such as railways and ports. Using this as a basis
many laws have been rl}lade to prohibit children from working in
industries such as beedi aking, firecrackers and matches printing
and dyeing. i

Right to Freedom of Rehgf%én :Indialsa secular State The constituﬁon

- To fOUOW awfehgicn of eir choice e

- To practise it according to their specific ways and

,. Freedom to prachce rehglon does not rhean that aperson can do whatever _
he wants in the name of rehgion For example one cannot sacnfice animais '

fundamental rights .

By the provisions of Amcie 35 the
parliament has been empowered to
enact laws for the implementation oF

;z ALL HUMAN BEINGS
ARE EQUALS IN
WORTH AND DIGNITY

Hg 8 Rxght tc Equality




.=-or human beings as offerings to supernatural forces or gods. Religioué
practices which treat women as inferior or those that infringe women's
freedom are not allowed For example, one cannot force a widowed woman
to shave head or wear white clothes,

A secular state is one that does not confer any privilege or favour on any
particular religion. Nor does it punish or discriminate against people on

the basts of religion they follow. Thus the government cannot compel any |
person to pay any taxes for the promotion or maintenance of any particular
religion or religious institution. There shall be no religious instruction in the

government educational institutions. In educational institutions managed

Right to free and compu!sory
education to children from 6 1o 14
year age is the fundamental right
which hos been added in the list} | () Cultural and Educational Rights : All groups, sects, and linguistic
under 86th  Constitutional ;
Amendment Act, 2002 inserting
new Article 21A.

by private bodies no person shall be compelled to take part iri any religious
instruction or to attend any religicus worship.

minorities in the country have been granted the right to safeguard their

culture, language and script. They can open their own educational institutions
.. .o this purpose and can teach their tuitionsfor this purpose and can teach:
L their children accordingly. But it has been made cbligatory on such institutions
to give admission to any student desirous of joining them. Such students. -

could not be forced to learn what does not fit in their own cultural _frame~
work. -

 That is why the Constxtutlon specifies the cultural and educahonai nghts of
the minorities:

{i)  Any section of citizens with a distinct language or culture have a nght
to conserve it. : »
s cmner b oo i) Adrission to any educational i'n'stifu'ﬁori maintained by government on: I
_receiving government aid cannot be denied to any citizen on the ground
of religion or language. * . .
- {iii) All minorities have the right to establish and administer educational
institutions of their choice. Here minority does not mean only religious
mmonty at the national level.

{iv) In some places people speaking a particular language arein majority;
' people speaking a different language are in a minority. For example,
Telugu speaking people form a majority in-Andhra Pradesh. But they

~ are aminority in the neighbouring State of Karnataka. Sikhs constitute
2 majorlty in Punjab. But they are a minonty in Ra;asthan Haryana

B and Delht,
ey =/ 22.9 How can we secure these nghts? .
Fig.9 Rigiii 1o Education . .| . R;ght to Constitutional Remedies This itself is a Fundariental Rigbt
Sl o e .. This right makes. other rights effective. Itis possxble that sometimes ‘our
o _ E r!ghts may be violated by fellow citizens private bodies or by the

R dovernment. When any of our nghts are v:o!ated ‘we can seek remedy
. . through courts, If it is a Fundamental. R:ght we can dxrect!y approach the
Supteme Court or the ngh Court of a state That Jis why Dr Ambedkar




GeE G s cowan |

called the Right to Constitutional Remec;ﬁé;f“the heart and soul” of our
Constitution. o

The Constitution of India confers upon the citizens the Right to Constitutional
Remedies which implies that every citizen is entitled to move the Supreme
Court, any of the High Courts or any other court authorised by the
Parliament for that purpose if his or her Fundamental Right/Rights are
encroached upon, abridged or snatchéd away by the State, a person or a
body of persons. The courts have been vested with the powers to issue
orders, directions and writs in order to protect the rights of the complainants.

They can also award compensation to the victims and punishment to the
violators. The judiciary in our country is independent of the government
and the parliament. Our judiciary is very powerful and can do whatever is
_needed to protect the rights of the citizens.

In case of any violation of a Fundamental Right the aggrieved person can
go to a rourt for remedy. But now, any person can go to court against the

- violation of the Fundamental Right, if it is of social or public interest. ftis |

calied Public Interest Litigation (PIL). Under the PIL. any citizen or group of
citizens can approach the Supreme Court or a High Court for the protection
of public interest against a particular law or action of the govémment‘ One
can ‘write to the judges even on a postcard The court wxli take up the
matter if the judges find it in public iriterest. , ;

2.10 National Human RightsCommission
The NHRC cannot by itself punish the guilty. That Is the responsibility of -

courts. The NHRC is there to make independent and credible mqujry into
“any case of viofation of human nghts It also Inquires into any case of
abetment of such violation or negllgence in controliing it by any government.
officer and takes other general steps to promote human rights in the
country. The Commission presents its findings and recommendations to
the government or intervene in the court on behalf of fthe victims. It has
wide ranging powers to carry out its inquiry. Like any court it can witriesses,
question any government official, demand any official paper, visit any pﬁéon
‘ for inspection or send its own team for on-the-spot inquiry. '

Any citizen of India can write a letter to this address to complain against'
the violation of human rights: National Human Rights Commission, Faridkot
House, Copemlcus Marg, New Delhi 110001. There Is no fee or any
formal procedure to approach the NHRC. Like NHRC, there are State

Human Rxghts Comrmssions in 16 states of the country ' :

e

| Commiission. is appointed by the

1 {rights granted o thecitizens by the| -

:
%
%..mf

Fig.10 Logo of NHRC

This is an independent commission |
set up by law in 1993, Like
judiciary, the Commission is

mdependeniofthegovemment The
President and includes: retired
|udges,oﬁmefsundemmerﬂcmzens :
Yet it does not have the burden of

humen rights. These include all the| -

| Constitution: For NHRC human: nghis .
also mdudeihe ngh%s menhoned in]

b

: decndmgoourloases Soﬂcon focus: L
‘Jon helping the victims secure their}. -
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contained in Art."39 canriot be

" TAméndment 1976 the scope of this

., | provision was broadened and this| | -

provision has become applicable to

" Bylbe25ll7ConsMuhonAmenclmenl 1
| AQ 1971 Aricle 31C was inserted] |
Jwhich: provides that the laws] |-
: |enacted o give effect to the Directive]: |-
[Principles of state policy as| |
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22, 11 Expanding scope of nghts

(i) - Fundamental Rights granted by the Constitution are the only rights
cltizen have. This is not true. While Fundamental Rights are the source
- of all rights, cur Constitution and law offers a wider range of rlghts
Over the years the scope of rights has expanded.
{ii) Somehmes it leads to expansion in the legal rights that the citizen can
enjoy. ' '
(m) From lime to time, the courts gave ;udgments to expand the scope.of
. rlghts Certam nghts hke right to freedom of press, right to information,
and right to educaﬂon are derived from the Fundamental Rights.

(iv} Now school educat;on has’hecome a. nght for Indian citizens. The

governments are responsible for providing free and compulsory
educatluu lo dll children up to, the age of 14 years.

(v) ‘Parliament has enacted a law glvlng the right to information to the .
citizens. Thxs Act was made under the Fundamental R]ght to freedom
'of thought and ¢ expressxon We have a nght to seek mformanon from
govemment offices. - ' '

(vx) Recently the Supreme Court: has expanded the meaning of the rlght _'

S tolifete Include the righit to food: Also, ﬁghts are nit hmited only to :
Fundamental Rightsas enumerated in the Conshtutxon. :

: (vu) Conshtuhon prov:des many more rights whxch may not be Fundamental ;
' nghts For example the rlght to property is nota Fundamental nght .

©but 1t is a constxtuﬁonal rl"' Tt Rxght to vote m elecﬁons is an xmportant g
i constituﬁonal rlght 2 :

A e

: (vaii)The expanswn takes place in wnat is called human nghts These are y

o umversal moral clalms that may or m ‘yvnot‘have been recogmsed by

LAV --‘J_ﬁt\nn—e
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(ix) With the expansion of dg;gocracy all over the world, there is greater
pressure on governments-to accept these claims.

(x) Some International covenants have also contributed to the expansion
of rights. .

22.12 International Covenant on economic, social and cultural
rights
This international covenant recognises many rights that are not directly a
part of the Fundamental Rights in the Indian Constitution. This has not yet

become an international treaty. But human right activists all over the world
see this as a standard of human rights. These include:

) Right to work : opportunity to everyone to eam livelihood by working

(i} Right to safe and healthy working conditions, fair wages that can provide
decent standard of living for the workers and their families

i) Right to adequate standard of living inc udmg adequate food, clothing
and housing

{iv} Right to social security and insurance "

(v) Right to health : medical care during illness, special care for women - Fig.12 Right to F
during childbirth and prevention ot epidemics Religlon

{vi) Right to education: free and compulsory primary educat:on equal |
access to higher education.

Thus the scope of rightshas been- expandmg and new rights are- evo!ving

over time. They are result of struggle of the people. New rights emerge as

socleties develop or ‘as new constitutions are made. The Constitution of

- - South Afnca guarantees i its citizens. several kmds of new rlghts ) » .

(i) Right to privacy, so that citizens or their home cannot. be searched '
their phones cannot be tapped, their ¢ommunication cannot be
opened. - ’

(i) Right to an environment that is not harmful to their health or well
being: 4 '

{ii} Right to have acce$s to adequate housing

v

{iv) Right to have access to health care services, suﬁxclent food and water:
no one may be refused emergency medical treatment.
Many people think that Hle dght towork, rightto health, right to minimum
livelihood and nght to prlva "should be made fundamental rlghts in India 1
aswell,.




EXERCISE #1

]

FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT

8.

9 -

; ';l,l),&eeﬂgm of speech and expressxon

Multiple choice questions

Which body exposed to the world that prisoners
at Guantanamo bay were being tortured in’ ways
that violated the US laws?

{1) United Nations

(2) International Court of Justice
{3} Amnesty International

(4) Supreme Court of USA

What is the position of women in Saudi Arabia?
(1) women are given all the rights ‘

(2) women are given equal status with men

I8 women are subjected to many public restrictions {

(4) they are offered high positions

In about 600 pecle were put in jail by the
US forzes frony dll-over the world. -

(1) Saudi Arabla " 2) Guantanamo Bay
(3) Kosovo {4) India ‘

It has enacted a law givmg the right to information
to the citizens. :

(1) President (2) Supreme Court"
{3) Both () and (2)  (4) Parliament

Whlch country is ruled by a hereditary king and
the people have no role in electing their rulers?

Why do we need rights in a demacracy?

- (1) »for sustenance of a democracy

(2) to protect minorities
: M()arcuz) ‘

{4) none of these
‘What does right to freedom mean'?

{2 equality bﬁfme the law o
3 freedom of religion - :
(4) right against exploitaﬁon S
Who caﬂed the right to constifitional

40

10.

11,

12,

13,

14.

15.

16.

~{1) Kosovo. . - (2.880di Arabla— - .- {. - -
{3) USA (4).none of {hgse V
Kosovo was a province of before it splits.
-(1) Vietnam (2) Zimbabwe
(3) Sri Lanka {4) Yuygoslavia

17.

18.

(112

(3) 18 years

\Z;Ssgk the remedy?
upreme Court

What does PIL stand for?
(1) people's interest litigation

{2} public interst law

{3) public international litigation

{4} piblic interest litigation

Who appoints NHRC?
resident
{2) Judge of Supreme Court
{3} Vice President
{4) Prime Minister
Which one is not a fundamental right?
{1} right to equality

- (2) right to freedom

) xight to use influence in personal work

(4) right to freedom of religion
A person who is arrested and detained shall be
presented before magistrate within ____ hours.
{3) 35 {4)48
The government is responsible for providing free.
and compulsory education-to all the children upto
the age of - .
{1):16 years =t years

_ {4) 14 years .
The right to seek the enforcement of all fundamental

rights is called: ,
(1) right against: explontaﬁon K

2) right to freedom

3 to constitt_monal remedies
(4) cultural and educational rights
If our fundamental rights are viclated, where can -

(2) Patliament

(3) Election Comuission (4) Council of M:msters
When was NHRC set up? :

(1) 1998 (2).1996 (4) 2001

3)
How many fundamental rxg&i‘es the Indian

- constitution provxde”

| 19.

m7

26 . @5 @ 8 ;
What is mean Y the term writ'? o

(1) wiitten laws: - : -

,Mument contaimng an order of the- court
(3) basic features of the ‘constitution o '
(4 none “of- these SRR '

of exﬁ!oitahon -as menﬁoned in~



T e o : h
True or false 5. is ruled by a hereditary king and the
people have no role in electing their rulers.

6. A state is one that does not establish any

1. Kosovo was a provmce of Yugoslavia before its split.

2.  Freedom of speech and expression means right to

freedom. _ one religion as official religion.
3. Pt Jawahar lal Nehru called the right to Match the column
cons:'xttuttjlonal remedies the heart and soul of our 1. Colummd Columnl
constiiution. (1{USA {a) |claims of persons
4. PIL stands for public interest law. ' recognized by society
5.  The president appoints the NHRC. and sanctioned by
6. A person who is arrested shall be produced before : law
the nearest magistrate within a period of 24 hours {2){Human (b} |buying or selling of
of arrest. v trafficking men and women for
Fill in th ‘bl . immoral purposes
illin the blanks (3)|Summons |{c} |A person belonging
1. 600 peope were put in jail by the US forces in toalowcaste.
‘ gbay, {4){rights !(d} jGuantanamo Bay
2. Rightto 3 ensures equality before the law. (5) |dalit (e} lan order issued by
- W : e v e 't - |lcourt to appear .
3. the “is an independent commission set up ”
n1993. {before it.
4, {s an order issued by a- court asking a

person to %Jpear before it

Y

True or falsé] - .. o

1. True . 2'?f'fue 3. False 4'.- FaIse '5."Tru'e‘ 6. True - -

Fill in the b!anks - RS e

‘1. cuantanamo 2. equahty ‘3. NHRC 4. summon 5. Saudi Arabia. . 6. secular . S

Matchthecé’iumn o e
1.(1)5d; ()"»)b B e (4)—>a (5) ' :

[
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EXERCISE # 2

SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT

Lol A

Short answer type questions
What is meant by public interest iitigaﬁon?.
What is the meaning of fundamental rights?

Who is a beggar?

What is the need to mention rights in the country’s

constitution?

Explain the right to equality enjoyed by the citizen
of india?

India is a secular state. Explain

Long answer type questions

Mention any two exceptions to the right to equality?
What are the major functions of national human
rights commission? :

What are the chief characteristics of the fundamental
rights? )
Mention the fundamental rights given in the
constitution? »

How have prisoners been treated in Guantanamo

- bay?

What safeguards are provided against arbitrary
arrest and detention? '




~ NCERT QUESTIONS WITH ANSWERS

Ans.

Ans,

Ans.

Which of the following rights is available under the Indian Constitution?

‘ Outsiders can take'away their. nghts in their ‘own* area, so the govemments step Is right.

Which of the following is not an instance of the exercise of a fundamental right?
{1} Workers from Bihar go to Punjab to work on the farms.

(2) Christian missions set up a chain of missionary schoo!s'.

(3) Men and women governn?ent employees get the same salary.
{4) Parents’ property is inherited by their children,

(4) Parents' property is inherited by their children. _
Which of the following freedoms is available to an Indian citizen?
(1) Freedom to criticise the government

{2) Freedom to participate in armed revolution

(3) Freedom to start a movement to change the government

{4) Freedom to oppose the central values of the constitution

{4) Freedom to oppose the central values of the ,conéiituﬁon o

3

(1) Right to work (2) Right to adequate livelihood
(3) Right to protect one’s culture {4) Right to privacy

e BT

. {3) Right to protect one's culture

Name the Fundamental Right under which each of the following rights faﬂ's:v

{1) Freedom to propagate one's religion (2) Right to life

{3) Abolition of untouchability I i4) Ban on bonded labour

{1) Righr of Freedom of Religion _ ' {2) Right to Freedom
B)Right to Equality . _(4) Right Against Exploitation

Which of these statements about the relatic nship = tween '*emocracy and rights is more valid? Gwe reasons
for your preference. ;

1) Every country that is a democracy gives rights tc its citizesns.

2) Every country that gives rights to its citizens is a democracy.

{

/

iy . .
3) Giving rights is good, but is not necessary for a democracy' : ~ ;5; .
(2

) Unless the people are given the right to choose and vote freely their representative in the govemment
the country cannot have a democracy

Are these restrictions on the Rrght to Freedom Justn‘led? Give reasons for your answer.

(1) Indxan citizens need permission to visit some border areas of the country:for reasons of security
(2) Outsxders are not allowed to buy property in some areas to protect the interest of the local popu!ation ;
(3) The govemment bans the pubhcaﬁon of 2 book that can go agalnst the ruling party: in the next ‘elections.

. fa ) it is ;usﬁfied The securlty of a country is the ﬁrst duty of a govemment, and it can stop iie'ople from
 visiting: the border areas. .. . ..

(b) Thxs action‘is lso jusbfxed The local popu.atxon may ot be fmanc1ally strong to’ protect Its mterests _

(c) No, this 15 not 3usbﬂed The' publicaixon of & book can only be banned if it distirbs peace or fhurts the. -

'sentiments-of a section of- peop e, avxd not on grounds of: protecting the rulmg partys prospects in the next '

electxous T
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Manoj went to a college to apply for admission into an' MBA course. The clerk refused to take his application -
and said, "You, the son of a sweeper, want to be'a manager! Has anyone done this job in your community?
Go to the municiplaity office and apply for a sweeper's position.” Which of Manof's fundamental rights are
being violated in this instance? : : :

The following rights are being violated.

1. Right to Equality: Everyone is equal in the eyes of the law. No one can be denied admissions on grounds
of birth. The person is practicing "untouchability” in an indirect way, and this is an offence in the eyes of
law. His right to opportunity is also being viclated.

2. Right to Freedom: Manoj has a right to apply for any job anywhere as long as he is qualified for it,

When Madhurima went to the property registration office, the Registrar told her, "You can't write your name

“as Madhurima Banerjee d/o A K. Banerjee. You are married, so you must give your hushand's name. Your

husband's surname is Rao. so you name should be changed to madhurima Rao." She did not agree. She
said, "If my huband's name has not changed after marriage, why should mine?" In your opinion who is right
in this dispute? And why?

. There is no law which states that a woman can own property in her married name only. The constitution

gives equal right to both men and worrien. So if Madhurima wants to give her maiden name, though married,
she has the right to do so. The Registrar is being traditional, ’

..Thousands of tribals and other forest dwellers gathered at Piparia-in Houshrragabad district in Madhyé‘?radesh

to protest against their proposed displacement from from the Satpura national Park, Bori Wildlife Sanctuary
and Panchmarhi Wildlife Sanctuary. They argue that such a displacement is an attack on their livelihood
and bellefs, . , ) ) T '
Government claims that their diisplaqement-is.e_s"senﬁé_!v for the development of the area and for protection.
of wildlife. Write a petition on behalf of the forest dwellers to the NHRC, a response from the government
and a report of the NHRC on this matter. R S :
(a) Letter from Tribals to NHRC '

* Gevernment's proposal is a violation of human rights.

-* It is taking away their right to live, right to follow their beliefs.

* For centutres the forests have been their means of livelihood.. .. .. . = . R EUETETI

* They have practised thelr rituals' here.

- ¢:No altemnative has been suggested to them.

- ¢ Both sides haveapoint. L U N SRR A
* o The Tribals' have tradition, practice -and- decades of fesidence behind them. It is their world, and life.
" Sudden uprooting will Ieaveﬂmememotionaﬁydismfbed, “them into, vagbonds and force the
. Jobs or ‘occupations which'they have néver folloiwe
e The sovernment is‘right in"its’ concern for

* Nothing has happened to the wildlife, so why this. sudden interest? :

¢ Displacement wbuld‘cause untold mise’rg} to them, their famil?es, children and their future. -
(b)Resgonseﬁomt'l_xeGov'emr’ne_nt B e S o

* The government had given a warning to the people tajo years ado. .
* There has been an alarming rise in poaching, cutting of trees and killing of wildlife.

" ® Environmental pollution has also increased,

¢ It is the government's ‘d‘uty to protect the endangered species. :
* The government has offered ‘compensation-and. promised. rehabilitation in é‘lte_maﬁve places.” . - .
NHEC's Report = . o : . : ca

should be providéd to 4l

< the people. Education should be the'primar ° younger generation-
take lo the new environment afid o¢cupation. Not sand without means

- ¢ occupation,




