
Renuka w as excited. Shrikant Uncle w as home after a
gap of nearly four months. He was a w ildlife photographer
and travelled w idely. Renuka’s interest in w ildlife and
forests began at an early age, w hen her uncle introduced
her to books on nature. Pictures of d istant lands and
people, w ho lived there, alw ays fascinated her.

Fi g. 8 .1 : People from various parts of the w orld

“In these pictures Renuka, you can see people from
different parts of the w orld – some from dry deserts, some
from frozen lands and some from hot w et rainforests.”
“They look so different from me”, observed Renuka. “They
may look different, but they share the same basic needs
of life – food, clothing and shelter”, explained Shrikant Uncle.
“Their children do the same things as you probably do,
play games, quarrel sometimes and then make-up, sing,
dance and help the families w ith various things that need
to be done. They live closer to nature and very early in
their lives have learnt to care for nature. They learn how
to catch fish and how  to collect material from the forests.”
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In Chapters 8, 9 and 10, you  will learn abou t the life
of people in the different  natu ral regions of the wor ld.

L IFE IN THE AMAZON BASIN

Before learning about the Amazon basin, let us look at the
map (Fig. 8.2). Notice that the t ropical region lies very
close to the equator; between 10°N and 10°S. So, it is referred
to as the equat orial  region. The river Amazon flows through
this region. Notice how it flows from the mountains to the
west and reaches the Atlantic Ocean to the east.

The place where a r iver  flows into another  body of
water  is called the r iver’s m out h . Numerous t r ibu tar ies
join the Amazon River  to form the Amazon basin. The
river basin drains portions of Brazil, par ts of Peru, Bolivia,
Ecuador, Columbia and a small par t  of Venezuela.

Name the countr ies of the basin through which the
equator  passes.

Tr i but ar i es: These
are small  r ivers that
join  the main r iver.
The main r iver along
with  all i ts tr ibu tar ies
that drain an  area
forms a r iver basin or
the catchment area.
The Amazon Basin is
the largest r iver  basin
in the wor ld.

Fi g. 8 .2 : The Amazon Basin in South America

When Spanish
explorers discovered
the Amazon r iver,
they were attacked by
a group of local tr ibes
wear ing headgears
and grass sk ir ts.
These people
reminded them of the
fierce tr ibes of women
war r iors known in
ancient  Roman
Empire as the
Amazons. Hence the
name Amazon.
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CLIMATE

As you  now know, the Amazon Basin stretches direct ly
on the equator and is characterized by hot and wet climate
throughout the year. Both day and nights are almost
equally hot  and humid. The sk in feels st icky. It  rains
almost everyday, that  too withou t much warning. The
day temperatu res are h igh with very h igh humidity. At
n igh t  the temperatu re goes down bu t  the hu midi ty
remains h igh.

RAINFORESTS

As it rains heavily in this region, th ick forests
grow (Fig. 8.3). The forests are in fact  so th ick
that  the dense “roof” created by leaves and
branches does not allow the sunlight  to reach
the ground. The ground remains dark and damp.
Only shade tolerant vegetation may grow here.
Orchids, bromeliads grow as plant parasites.

The r ain forest  is r i ch  in
fauna. Birds such as toucans (Fig. 8.4),
humming birds, bird of paradise with
t h ei r  b r i l l i an t ly colou r ed p lu m age,
oversized bi l ls for  eat ing make them
different  from birds we commonly see
in India. These birds also make lou d
sou n ds in  th e forests. An im als l i k e
monkeys, sloth and an t-eat ing tapirs

are fou nd here (Fig. 8.5). Var ious species of rept i les and
snakes also thr ive in  these jungles. Crocodiles, snak es,
pythons abou nd. Anaconda and boa const r ictor  are
some of the species. Besides, th e basin  is hom e to
t h ou san d s of  sp eci es  of
i n sect s.  Sever al  species of
f i sh es i n cl u d i n g t h e f lesh -
eat i n g Pi r an h a f i sh  is also
fou nd in the r iver. This basin
is thu s extraordinar ily r ich  in
the var iety of l i fe fou nd there.

PEOPLE OF THE RAINFORESTS

People grow most of their food in small areas after clearing
some trees in the forest. While men hunt and fish along
the rivers, women take care of the crops. They mainly grow

Bromeliads are
special plants that
store water in their
leaves. Animals l ike
frogs use these
pock ets of water  for
laying their  eggs.

Some TV channels
broadcast
documentar ies on the
wildlife of the wor ld.
Try to watch some of
the fi lms and share
your exper ience wi th
the class.

Fi g. 8 .3  : The Amazon Forest

Fi g. 8 .4  : Toucans

Fi g. 8 .5  : Tapir
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Fi g. 8 .6 : Gradual Destruction of Forests

Slash and Burn is a
way of cultivating land
where farmers clear a
piece of land by
slashing or cutting
down trees and bushes.
These are then burnt,
which releases the
nutrients into the soil.
Now crops are grown in
this cleared field for a
few years.

After  repeatedly
using the patch of
land, the soil looses
its nu tr ients. So i t  is
abandoned. Then they
clear another plot of
land to plant. In  the
mean t ime young
trees grow in the old
field. In th is way soil
fer t i l i ty is restored.
People can then
retu rn to i t  and start
cu l t ivat ing i t  again .

tapioca, pineapple and sweet potato. As hunting and fishing
are uncertain it is the women who keep their families alive
by feeding them the vegetables they grow. They practice
“slash and burn agriculture”. The staple food is manioc,
also known as cassava that grows under the ground like
the potato. They also eat queen ants and egg sacs. Cash
crops like coffee, maize and cocoa are also grown.

The rainforests provide a lot  of wood for  the houses.
Som e fam il ies l i ve in  t hat ch ed hou ses shaped l ik e
beehives. There are other  large apar tment-like houses
called “Maloca” with a steeply slant ing roof.

Li fe of the people of the Amazon basin  is slowly
changing. In the older  days the hear t  of the forest , cou ld
be reached only by navigat ing the river. In 1970 the Trans
Am azon  h igh way m ade al l  par t s of t h e r ain for est
accessible. Aircrafts and helicopters are also used for
reaching var ious places. The indigenous popu lat ion was
pushed ou t  from the area and forced to set t le in new
areas where they cont inued to pract ice their  dist inct ive
way of farming.

The developmental act ivit ies are leading to the gradual
destruct ion of the biologically diverse rainforests. It  is
est imated that  a large area of the
rainforest  has been disappearing
annually in the Amazon basin.
You  can  see t h at  t h i s
destruct ion of forests has
a much wider implication
(Fig. 8.6). The topsoil is
washed away as the
rains fall and the
l u sh  for est
tu rns into
a bar r en
landscape.
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L IFE IN THE GANGA-BRAHMAPUTRA BASIN

The tr ibu tar ies of r ivers Ganga and
Br ah m apu t r a t oget h er  for m  t h e
Gan ga-Brahmapu t ra basin  in  the
Indian subcont inent (Fig. 8.8). The
basin l ies in the sub-tropical region
that  is situated between 10°N to 30°N
latitudes. The t r ibu tar ies of the River
Ganga like the Ghaghra, the Son, the
Chambal, the Gandak, the Kosi and
the t r ibutaries of Brahmaputra drain
it . Look  at  the at las and find names
of som e t r ibu t ar i es of  t h e Ri ver
Brahmaputra.

The plains of the Ganga and the
Brahmaputra, the mountains and the foothil ls of the

Fi g. 8 .8 : Ganga-Brahmputra Basin

Fi g. 8 .7  Brahmaputra river
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Him alayas and t he Su n darbans del ta are the m ain
featu res of th is basin. Ox-bow lakes dot  the plain area.
Th e ar ea i s dom in at ed  by m on soon  cl im at e.  Th e
monsoon br ings rains from mid-June to mid-September.
The summers are hot  and the winters cool.

Look  at  the map of India (Fig. 8.8). Find ou t  the states
in which the Ganga-Brahmputra basin l ies.

Th e b asi n  ar ea h as var i ed  t op ogr ap h y .  Th e
environment plays a dominant role in the distr ibu t ion
of the popu lat ion. The mountain areas with steep slopes
have inhospitable ter rain. Therefore less nu mber  of
peop l e l i ve i n  t h e m ou n t ai n  ar ea of  t h e Gan ga-
Brahmaputra basin. The plain area provides the most
su itable land for  human habitat ion. The soil is fer t i le.
Agr icu ltu re is the main occupat ion of the people where
flat  lan d is avai lable to grow crops. The densi ty of
popu lat ion of the plains is very h igh. The main crop is
paddy (Fig. 8.9). Since cu l t ivat ion  of paddy requ ires
su fficient water, it is grown in the areas where the amount
of rainfall is h igh.

Wheat, maize, sorghum, gram and mil lets are the
other  crops that  are grown. Cash crops like sugarcane
and ju te are also grown. Banana plantat ions are seen in
some areas of the plain. In West Bengal and Assam tea is
grown in plantat ions (Fig. 8.10). Silk is produced through
the cult ivat ion of silk  worms in par ts of Bihar  and Assam.
In the mountains and hil ls, where the slopes are gent le,
crops are grown on terraces.

The vegetat ion cover  of the area var ies according to
the type of landforms. In the Ganga and Brahmaputra
plain t ropical deciduous t rees grow, along with teak , sal
and peepal. Thick  bamboo groves are common in the
Brahmaputra plain. The delta area is covered with the

Fi g. 8 .9  : Paddy Cult ivat ion Fi g. 8 .10  : Tea Garden in Assam

River  Brahmaputra is
known by different
names in difference
places. Find the other
names of the r iver.

Col lect some
handicrafts made
from ju te, bamboo and
silk . Display them in
the class. Find out in
which area they were
made?

Popul at i on  den si t y :
It  means the number
of persons that l ive in
one sq. km. of area
e.g. the popu lat ion
density of Uttarakhand
is 189 while the
density of West
Bengal is 1029 and
that  of Bihar is 1102.
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Fi g. 8 .12  : CrocodilesFig. 8.11 : One horned rhinoceros

Lak e: A sour ce of  l i vel i h ood
(A case st udy)

Binod is a fisherman
living in the Matw ali
Maun village of Bihar.
He is a happy man
today. With the efforts
of  t h e f el l ow
fishermen – Ravindar,
K ishore, Ra j iv and
others, he cleaned the
maun or the ox-bow
lak e to cu l t i va t e

different varieties of fish. The local w eed (vallineria,
hydrilla) that grow s in the lake is the food of the fish.
The land around the lake is fertile. He sow s crops
such as paddy, maize and pulses in these fields.
The bu f fa lo is used  to p lough  the land . The
community is satisfied. There is enough fish catch
from the river – enough fish to eat and enough fish

In the fresh waters of
River Ganga and River
Brahmaputra, a
var iety of dolphin
locally called Susu
(also called blind
dolphin) is found. The
presence of Susu is an
indication of the
health of the river. The
untreated industr ial
and urban wastes with
high amount of
chemicals are k ill ing
this species.

A cl ea n l a k e

mangrove forests. In par ts of Ut tarakhand, Sikk im and
Arunachal Pradesh, coniferous t rees like pine, deodar
and fir  can be seen because the climate is cool and the
slopes are steep.

There is a var iety of wildlife in the basin. Elephants,
t igers, deer  and monkeys are common. The one-horned
rhinoceros is found in the Brahmaputra plain. In the
delta area, Bengal t iger, crocodiles and all igator are found.
Aquat ic l ife abounds in the fresh r iver  waters, the lakes
and the Bay of Bengal Sea. The most popu lar  var iet ies of
the fish are the rohu , cat la and hilsa. Fish and r ice is
the staple diet  of the people l iving in the area.

Bl i nd  Dol ph i n

Terraces are bu il t  on
steep slopes to create
flat  surfaces on which
crops are grown. The
slope is removed so
that water does not
run off rapidly.

Ter r ace Fa r m i n g
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Fi g. 8 .1 3 : Varanasi along the River Ganga

The Ganga-Brahmaputra
plain has several big towns
an d ci t i es.  Th e ci t i es of
Allahabad, Kanpur, Varanasi,
Lucknow, Patna and Kolkata
al l  wi th  t he popu lat ion  of
m or e t h an  t en  lak h s ar e
l ocat ed  al on g t h e Ri ver
Gan ga (F i g.  8 .1 3 ).  Th e
wastewater from these towns

and industr ies is discharged into the r ivers.  This leads
to the pollu t ion of the r ivers.

All the four  ways of t ransport  are well developed in
the Ganga-Brahmaputra basin. In the plain areas the
roadways and railways t ransport  the people from one
place to another. The waterways, is an effect ive means of
t ransport  par t icu lar ly along the r ivers. Kolk ata is an
important  por t  on the River  Hooghly. The plain area also
has a large number of airpor ts.

Tou r ism is another  impor tan t  act ivit y
of t he basin . Taj  Mahal on  t he ban k s of
River  Yamu na in  Agr a, Al lahabad on  the
con f l u en ce of t h e Ri ver s Gan ga an d
Yam u n a, Bu ddh i st s st u pas i n  Ut t ar
Pr adesh  an d Bihar, Lu ck n ow wit h  i t s
Imambar a, Assam  wit h  Kazi ranga an d
Man as wit h  wi ld l i fe san ct u ar ies an d
Ar u n ach al  Pr ad esh  w i t h  a d i st i n ct
t r ibal  cu l tu r e ar e som e of t h e p laces
wor th  a visi t  (Fig. 8.14).

to sell in the market. They have even begun supply
to the neighbouring
tow n. The community
is l iving in harmony
w ith nature. As long
as the pollutants from
nearby tow ns do not
find their w ay into the
lake w aters, the fish
cu l t iva t ion  w i l l  not
face any threat. A Pol l u t ed  Lak e

Fi g. 8 .1 4 : Tiger in Manas Wildlife sanctuary

To acceletrate the
efforts to achieve
universal sanitation
coverage and to put
fours on sanitation,
the Prime Minister of
India launched the
“Swachh Bharat
Mission” on 02nd

October 2014.

To conserve the river
ganga, ‘Namami’
ganga Programme has
been initiated.
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1. Answer  t he fol lowing quest ions.
(i) Name the con t inen t  in  which the Amazon Basin  is located.

(i i) What are the crops grown by the people of the Amazon Basin.

(i ii ) Name the birds that  you  are l ikely to find in  the rain forests of the Amazon.

(iv) What are the major cit ies located on  the River Ganga.

(v) Where is the one-horned rh inoceros found?

2. Ti ck  t h e cor rect  answer.

(i) Tou cans are a type of
(a) birds (b) animals (c) crops

(i i) Man ioc is the staple food of
(a) Ganga Basin (b) Afr ica (c) Amazon

(i ii) Kolkata is located on the r iver
(a) Orange (b) Hooghly (c) Bhagirath i

(iv) Deodars and firs are a type of
(a) Coniferous t rees (b) Deciduous t rees (c) shrubs

(v) Bengal t iger  is found in
(a) mountains (b) del ta area (c) Amazon

3. Mat ch t he fol lowing.
(i) Cotton texti le (a) Assam

(ii) Maloca (b) Ter race farming

(i ii) Pi ranha (c) Sericu ltu re

(iv) Silk worm (d) Slant ing roof

(v) Kaziranga (e) Ganga plain

(f) Varanasi

(g) Fish

4. Give reason s.

(i) The rain forests are deplet ing.

(i i) Paddy is grown in  the Ganga-Brahmapu tra plains.

5. Map sk i l ls.

(i) On an ou tl ine map of the Indian Sub-cont inent, draw the r ivers Ganga and
Brahmapu tra from the sou rce to the mou th. Also show the important
t r ibu tar ies of both the r ivers.

(i i) On the poli t ical map of  South America, draw the equator. Mark the countries
through  which the equ ator passes.

6. For  fun .

Make a collage to show places of at t ract ions in  India.   You  can divide the class
in  different  groups to show at t ract ions based on mountain landscapes, coastal
beaches, wildl i fe sanctuar ies and places of h istor ical  importance.
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7. Act i v i t y .
Col lect  under men t ioned material and observe how destruct ion of t rees effect
the soil  cover.

Mat er i al
(i) Three small flowerpots or food cans (e.g., cold dr inks t in  cans),

(i i) one big can with  holes punched in  the bot tom (th is wil l  act  as a
sprink l ing can),

(i ii ) twelve coins or bot t le caps

(iv) soil.

St eps

Tak e three small cans or pots. Fi l l  them with  soi l  t i l l  the top. Press the soil  to
mak e it  level  with  the top of the can . Now pu t  fou r coins or bot t le caps on the
soi l  of each can. Take the big can that  has been punched with  holes and fi l l  i t
with  water. You  can also take the sprinkl ing can from you r garden. Now, sprink le
water on  the three cans. On  the first  can sprink le water very slowly so that  no
soi l  splashes ou t . Let  moderate amoun t of water  be sprink led on the second
can . On the th i rd can , spr ink le the water  heavily. You  wi l l  observe that
unprotected soil  splashes ou t . Where the ‘rain’ is heavy the amount of soi l  that
splashes ou t  is the maximum and least  in  case of the first  can. The coins or
caps represent the t ree covers. It  is clear that  i f the land is cleared completely
of the vegetat ion , the soi l  cover wi l l  qu ick ly disappear.


