
                                                        

Few English Passages 

1. Nuclear Family vs. Joint Family 

Nuclear family is the one where family members are from two generations i.e. parents and their 

children while the joint family has got members from more than two generations. The Nuclear family 

consists of a man, his wife and their children.  And in joint family, one might find a man, his wife, sons, 

daughters, daughters in law, grandchildren etc. The oldest member of the family is considered to be the 

head of the family; mostly grandfather or grandmother has got this privilege.  

Joint family was quite apparent in ancient times, however, things changed with time. Both of the 

family systems have got some or the other advantages as well as disadvantages. 

Mostly, the joint family system used to be found in villages and small cities. Now, here comes the 

interesting question why joint family system disintegrated. One of the major reasons is nothing but the 

better job opportunities available in cities. It led to migration of people from small cities with only a few 

opportunities to larger cities with better opportunities. There are not only job opportunities there but also 

the facilities of every kind. People look for better living standard, medical facilities, higher wages and 

better education facilities for their children. Here comes the role of migration. Now it‟s not easy for 

elderly people to adjust in other places than the places where they lived since birth or for a longer period 

of their lives. They have certain attachment with people there. 

Needless to say that India developed rapidly and so did the thinking of newer members, which 

emerged differences between generations.  

A nuclear family has many advantages. In such families, the mother is given much importance and 

that‟s why she can take care of her children in much better way because children spends good amount of 

time with their mother. Mother has got decision making powers and obviously as she wants her children 

to perform the best, she plans everything cautiously and this makes a great impact in her children‟s life. 

A Nuclear family has some disadvantages too, particularly when both the parents are working. 

Children don‟t get proper attention and they sometimes miss love and care, which leads to be their 

attempts for love and care from outsiders, who can betray them. Guidance is quite inevitable for children 

since childhood. 

It is not possible to conclude which family system is better as both have certain advantages but 

disadvantages too. 
 

2. John Love – “A Piece of Iron” (5 times heavyweight boxing champion of the world) 
John Love is one the biggest names in boxing history. Boxing was his passion. This instinct was self 

developed. He was not from a very good family so it was difficult for him to manage huge amount of money 

to take admission in Boxing Academy. But still, he was never discouraged. He took every second of time as 

a challenge. Once, there was a competition in his city. He didn‟t have enough money to take part in this 

event so he borrowed some money from his best friend. He knocked out the opponent in just one round. He 

hit him hard on his nose, which started bleeding and the opponent surrendered within a minute. This was the 

start of his boxing career. People appreciated him for his powerful punches. There was a boxing coach, 

seeing this match. He came to John and offered him free training in his training camp. John accepted as it 

was a golden opportunity for him. After a year, John was extremely famous due to his right hand punches, 

which could break anyone.  



 

 Nelson Ryan was 2 times undisputed and undefeated heavyweight boxing champion of the world of 

that time. He was called a man of miracles. John Love challenged him for a title match. He accepted. When 

Nelson was about to start the fight, his wife asked him “what do you think how long will this fight take to 

get over?” He replied “Not more than 10 minutes. Fight started. Nelson dominated for first 5 rounds and 

John wasn‟t able to even stand against him. But things changed. Nelson had underestimated the strength and 

endurance of John Love. In the 6
th

 round, John hit Nelson a solid punch on his face, which hurt Nelson 

badly and he fell down. People stood up the seats and they couldn‟t believe it. The moment Nelson stood up, 

John started punching him and it didn‟t take more than 30 seconds that Nelson got knocked out. John Love 

became the new heavyweight boxing champion of the world. He became famous by the name “John Love – 

A piece of iron” because when he would fight, it seemed as if the opponents were fighting with a piece of 

iron. 

3. Call Centers 
What is a call center? Common definition is “call center is a place where either we receive a call 

from customers or make a call to them”. Call centers where we receive calls from the customers are known 

as inbound call centers and similarly where we make a call to customers are called outbound call centers. If 

a call center has both; inbound as well as outbound setup, then we call these setups „Processes‟. You might 

have heard someone saying „I am in an inbound process‟ or someone saying „I am in an outbound process‟. 

Basically, one is talking about the setup. In Inbound process/call center, Customers call us for several 

purposes; may be to enquire about a product, enquire about some sort of services that our company offers or 

anything of this sort. Similarly In outbound, executives call customers for several purposes; to sell a 

product, to offer a service, to survey about something etc. 

You must have heard that call centers belong to BPO Industry. That‟s true. BPO stands for Business 

Process Outsourcing. When a company gives some part of its business to some other company, it‟s called 

Outsourcing of business.  

4. Colors of Life 
Life is called colorful with so many colors in it. Colors are nothing but the reference of several phases of 

life. Life is given names i.e. Struggling, Beautiful or any other adjective as such. It differs person to person 

and it all depends on how we take it. We are all born with some innate instincts, positive or negative which 

differs us in how we celebrate win and how we surpass a loss. Losing a race, by two people might be seen in 

two different ways. One might consider himself a weaker contender and promise to improvise further 

whereas the other one might blame his fortune. This exhibits two different behavior patterns of two 

individuals. However, the way we expect life, is not necessarily what it turns out to be. Hence, our 

perception about it changes with our experience. The more we experience, the more colors of life we 

discover.  

5.  Criminals 
Criminals are the ones who commit the crime for any reason at all. This is the actual definition that 

we expect from all of us and also we expect such people to be given the title „criminals‟. However, needless 

to say that this title is not in fact given to all, who commit crimes and neither, all the people, who are given 

this title are necessarily criminals. What we often hear is about hidden crimes, which are never unearthed; 

reasons are many. Sometimes it‟s because the victim is scared of future repercussions to himself or to the 

loved ones and sometimes it‟s because victim is completely unaware of the laws, which might give him 

justice. These crimes are huge in numbers. I think Education plays a vital role in minimizing crime rate. 

Our country will grow if we grow our hereabouts. A revolution doesn‟t demand many but one. 

 

6. Boy & Guitar 
This is the story of a boy who had to put down his first love „Guitar‟ and get into his father‟s 

business. He compromised because his knew that father‟s business was better than his passion for guitar. 

Everything was going good in his life but all of a sudden, something as such happened which changed his 

life and made him pick the gun. His parents were brutally killed. Left were only his two sisters and one 

brother. He picked the gun in revenge but he had to also ensure that nobody knew about him otherwise his 

siblings could have been in trouble. Hence, whatever he did, he would be cautious.  He himself punished all 

the culprits. Nobody could ever know who killed them. There was a doubt but without a proof. 



 

7. Poverty 
 

8. Ambition 
 

What is an Ambition? Ambition is a firm goal that we set for ourselves. It also changes with our 

experience. As time passes by and we experience lot many new things, which changes the way we take 

things, either something adds on to our goal or something eliminates. For example, a person wants to 

become a social worker and he is firm in his idea. Sudden in life, he encounters a terrible phase and he 

realizes the importance of money, now he sets a target of having good money as well. Now, there are two 

types of people. Ones are those who change their viewpoint and entirely change their target and otherwise 

are those who just add money earning to their original idea of social welfare but not at the cost of their 

original goal. Hence, a goal is not a static part, rather dynamic. 

 

9.  When I was a kid 
 

How cruel I feel I was when I was a kid. I used to kill small creatures like ants, fishes, birds etc 

without any regret. Every day was a new day of my sin. I would separate the nests off the tree, thinking that 

the bird would have to face trouble finding her children. Even if kids would die, I wouldn‟t feel pain. I 

would make two ants fight and imagine how I would have experienced if I was of their size. I would kill 

birds with a special weapon called “Gulail”. I remember an incidence when I rather ate toffees of the school 

fee than pay to Class Teacher and next day hid behind the tree. Having been seen, I jumped into a canal and 

put myself under water thinking they couldn‟t see me, just like a pigeon, closes eyes seeing cat believing 

that she is not being seen. It‟s something that makes me laugh now. Whatever it was, cute it was. 

It is true that childhood is like a dream that is to be broken some or the other day. 

 

10. The best day of my life 
 

It was Sunday and I had to go for an interview. I got up at 8 in the morning, took a bath and got 

ready. I was a bit scared thinking about the interview. Actually, it was the first time. My friends had told me 

a lot about how to face but it was obvious that I was scared. I left for the interview venue. When I reached 

there, I read a quote by Thomas Alva Edison on the board, written as “I will not say that I failed thousand 

times, rather I would say, I know thousand ways which can cause failure”. This encouraged me and I 

realized that it didn‟t matter if I failed, rather I must be optimist for future. Thinking this, I reached at a 

specious hall; where already about 50 candidates were sitting. I looked here and there. I saw a receptionist 

sitting there. I went to her. She asked me for my resume. I provided the same. She had a glance on it and she 

advised me to have a seat. My name was called after a long wait. The moment I stepped in the interview 

room, I was straight away asked what I liked the first thing about the venue. I told the interviewers about 

Edison‟s quote. They got impressed. They asked me just a few more questions and asked me to wait outside. 

After a little while, a lady called my name and informed me that I got selected. It proved to be one of the 

best days of my life. 

 

Poverty is a malediction for our society. If you really want to realize what poverty is, then you must 

interact with people who live in slums. Talk to them, ask them about their lives, their past and then see how 

difficult their lives have been. I lived a middle class life and always got almost everything that I wanted, 

even though I had to ask my dad for many a time. I firmly believe that pain ideally is realized by the one 

who goes through, not by everybody. Indian Government has put in several efforts to improvise their lives, 

Huge is the number of NGOs, which claim to help the needy but implementation is not up to the mark and 

the major reasons of Government‟s failure is nothing but the corruption.  

 In fact, poverty and corruption go hand by hand. Both are mutually related to a great extent. If you 

are poor, you tend to do anything and everything that can get you some money and that‟s where corruption 

comes from. However, there are numerous examples, where even the rich are corrupt due to the greediness 

for having more money.  


