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February 11, 2016 : For the first time in history scientists 

have detected ‘Gravitation Waves’. Many people believe that 

this could be the greatest discovery of this century. It was made 

possible by the Advanced LIGO Project (Laser Interferometer 

Gravitational-wave Observatory) set up for this purpose. The 

LIGO project includes two identical wave detectors located about 

3000 kilometres away from each other.

Einstein, the great man of Science had guessed long ago that 

these waves exist but in those days there was no way to prove 

that. After nearly a hundred years, he has been proved right by 

a group of about 900 scientists working on the project in many 

nations -including India. 

Gravitational waves are ripples in the fabric of spacetime 

that travel outward from their source. They are generated 

in certain gravitational interactions. On 11 February 2016, 

the LIGO Scientific Collaboration and Virgo Collaboration 

team announced that they had made the first observation of 

gravitational waves caused by two black holes colliding against

each other about one billion light years ago. Detecting the ripple

or wave is a remarkable accomplishment. 
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1. Discuss the following questions and then try to answer them in English.

(1) From what sources do people get news ?

(2) What could be the meaning of ‘headline’ ?

(3) Why is a date given with any news item ?

(4) How do we get news from other parts of the
world so quickly ?

(5) What is the difference between the news we read

in newspapers and the news we see on TV ?

(6) What makes ‘news’ ?

2. Read the following statements. Tick the ones that are ‘news’ and put

a ‘ ’  mark against those that are not news.

  Meera went to school today.

Meera reached Mt. Kalsubai in record time.

Mayank got a birthday gift from his sister.

Mayank won the first prize in a national swimming competition.

Aseem found his missing pen.

Aseem found a 200 year old coin.

Ambika bumped into her sister in the kitchen.

Ambika had an accident in the city square and broke her leg.

Note that we do not use ‘a’ with the word ‘news’. 

We can say ‘any news’, ‘no news’ but not ‘a news’.  
We have to say ‘a piece of news’, ‘a news item’, etc.  
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Collect five interesting 
news items with pictures 
or photographs.
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4. Be a Reporter :

Form groups of 5. In each group, prepare 1 short news bulletin in English. Your 
news bulletin should have at least 4 news items of about 4-5 lines each. Choose 
one ‘news anchor’. The others will be reporters giving news from different 
places. Each group should present the bulletin as it might be presented on TV.  
You can collect news items or make up imaginary news. 

3. Just for Fun ! : Make groups of 5. Publish a ‘non-news’ newspaper for your group.
Each member should write at least one different headline, one news item and one
advertisement. Draw a picture or give a photograph for your news items or advertisement. 
Remember your items should not have any news value.

You may write the advertisement using a mix of English and your mother tongue.

Headline

Advt.

News report

Non-news 
NEWSPAPER

Page 1

Mia ate  a 
mouse !

Toto ran after 
a ball.

Mithu has 
green feathers.

Tara is reading  
a book.


