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Answer all the questions in NOT MORE THAN 200 WORDS each. Content of the
answers is more important than its length. All questions carry equal marks.
12.5X20=250

1. The most important challenge in managing the public sector in India is

balancing its accountability with autonomy. Discuss with relevant
examples.
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2.  Most rural poor are excluded from the ambit of the formal financial
system, which raises their dependence on informal sources as well as
exposure to financial distress. In this context, explain why formal sector
lending, especially to farmers, is so limited. Also suggest some steps that
need to be taken to increase access to formal credit in rural areas.
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3. Efforts should be made to support Indian businesses to invest abroad as

several direct and indirect benefits accrue to the home country from
outward foreign direct investment. Comment.
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Monetary policy transmission in India has largely remained ineffective.
What are the.reasons behind this? Explain what marginal cost-based
lending rate (MCLR) is and how it can affect monetary policy transmission
in India.
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5. India's most pressing labour market challenge going forward is to generate
a large number of formal sector jobs. In this context, discuss the
constraints on formalisation of workforce. Also highlight how these
constraints can be overcome.
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6.  What are the objectives of public debt management in India? Examine the
rationale for setting.up an independent agency to manage government

_ debt. Also highlight the issues that need to be addressed to ensure
successful debt management by an agency other than the RBI.
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7.  Explaining the rationale behind ceiling on agricultural land holdings, discuss
whether land ceiling has stifled agricultural growth in India.
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8. Augmenting the employment potential is linked with the need for
increasing India’s share in world exports. What are the objectives of the
Foreign Trade Policy (2015-20)? How does it seek to achieve these
objectives in the coming years?
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9. The advent of differentiated banking marks the beginning of a radical
overhaul of the banking structure that would address the abysmal levels of
financial inclusion in India. Elaborate. What are the possible issues that
could impede the functioning of these banks?
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10. While explaining the reasons behind slump in revenue of Indian railways,
discuss whether the recently announced “dynamic fare pricing” can help in

addressing the problem.
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11. What is Google Street View? Discuss the grounds on which India has
refused to allow Google to launch its Street View service in the country.
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12. Increasing use of Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVS) pose unique policy
challenges that transcend conventional domains of national security,
privacy and business practices. Analyse in the context of the draft
guidelines that have been issued by the DGCA (Directorate General of Civil
Aviation). Also examine the significance of UAVs in achieving the goal of
inclusive development.
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13. What is Artificial Intelligence? Can it be a potential game changer in
improving governance? Examine the challenges that lie in its use.
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14. The government recently announced its plan to make India a 100% electric
vehicle nation by 2030. What are the advantages of Electric Vehicles over
internal combustion engine (ICE) vehicles? Highlight the challenges that
the government needs to overcome to implement this plan.
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15. While the provisions of the Montreal Protocol have helped phase out CFCs,
the alternative to them have contributed to another problem. Comment.
How will the Kigali agreement help in addressing this problem?
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16. Despite a wide range of problems and issues, India supports 57 per cent of
the world population of tigers. Enumerate the challenges.in maintaining
the growth of tiger population in India. What are the salient features of the
strategy adopted by India over the years to support the tiger population?
Also highlight the measures required to further improve the situation in

this context.
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17. What are the reasons for indiscriminate sand mining from rivers in India?
Analyse its adverse effects on economy and ecology of the region. In
context of the 2015 guidelines released by the Ministry of Environment
and Forests, highlight the measures that can be adopted to curb the
practice of sand mining.
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18. India’s commitment to Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) is evident from the
fact that it became one of the first countries to align its National Disaster
Management Plan (NDMP) with the Sendai Framework. What are the
salient features of India’s first National Disaster Management Plan
(NDMP)? How can this plan help in effective disaster management?
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19. Recent instances have led many to not use plastic or electronic
transactions, despite the convenience. Discuss the issues associated with
the rise of currency in circulation in the economy in recent times. Also,
highlighting the advantages of a cashless economy, suggest measures
required to bolster its popular acceptability.
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20. Whereas proliferation of traditional nuclear weapons has long been a
concern, the issue of dirty bombs and orphan sources has also become
important in recent years. Explain what a dirty bomb is and highlight the
concerns linked with nuclear terrorism in India. In this context, what are
the issues that need to be addressed to effectively ensure the security of
nuclear material in India outside the already secured nuclear installations?
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