A Lecture Upon the Shadow

Textual Questions
(A) Choose the correct alternative :

Question 1. “Stand still and | will read to thee ............... " Whom does ‘I’ refer to ?

i) The poet himself
ii) Lover/beloved
iii) God.

iv) None of these
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Answer: (i) The poet himself

Question 2. “So whilst our infant loves did grow .......... " What does “infant loves’
mean here?

i) Baby’s love

i) Love at its initial stage
iii) Love in its maturity
iv) Mutual love

—_~ o~ A~ o~

Answer: (ii) Love at its initial stage
(B) Answer the following questions in 15-20 words each:
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Question 1. What does shadow mean in this poem ?
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Answer: In this poem, shadow refers to the duality in the lovers’ personality, their flows,
their secrets, their distrust of each other.
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Question 2. “We do those shadows tread”. What does this line symbolize?
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Answer: "We do those shadows tread”, this line symbolizes that lovers finally overcome
their distrust, merge their identities and become one.
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Question 3. What do you understand by “Disguise” ?
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Answer: ‘Disguise’ means false behaviour, secrets and distrusts which characterise love
in its initial stages between two lovers.
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Question 4. How will the shadows blind the eyes ?
RISl GART 31T BT Bl 3T HR G2

Answer: Shadows mean differences between the lovers. When they appear, they do not
let the lovers see their love for each other.
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Question 5. “The morning shadows wear away.” What does morning shadows refer
to?
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Answer: Morning shadows refer to the differences and distrusts at the initial stages of
the growing love between lovers.
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(C) Answer the following questions in 50 words each :
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Question 1. How do the shadows before noon differ from the shadows of
afternoon? (S.s. Exam 2016)
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Answer: The shadows before noon constantly grow shorter. At the time of noon, they
vanish altogether. Then in the afternoon, they constantly grow longer. The shadows
before noon represent the lover and the beloved coming closer. At noon, they reach the
stage of absolute love. The shadows after noon represent their moving apart.
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Question 2. Love is described as light. What makes the poet talk about shadows ?
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Answer: Shadows are the symbol of darkness and gloom. Though love is a constant
light; it is always prone to be overcome by shadows. If the lovers can't keep their love in
its absolute state, it comes to an end. The light of their love having gone, they fall into
the darkness of gloom.
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Question 3. According to the poet what is the nature of true love ?

Hid F TR T WR Pt Ui fohd YR HI Bl § ?

Answer: True love is beyond time, location and circumstances. True love has no
degrees. It does not change with the passage of time. It never comes to an end. In true
love, the lover and the beloved are wholly sincere to each other. True love does not
tolerate any differences between the lover and the beloved.
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Question 4. What do you understand by ‘Westwardly decline’?
TR St & o THerd 81

Answer: 'Westwardly decline’ means the gradual decline of the sun after noon towards
the west. With reference to love, it means that love between the two lovers begins to
decrease gradually. It loses its ardour after it has attained its highest point. Then lovers
begin to behave falsely and keep secrets.
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(D) Answer the following questions in 100 words each:
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Question 1. What is the central idea of the poem ? Explain.
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Answer: The poem, "A Lecture upon the Shadow” is an expression of John Donne's
philosophy of love. He believes that initially, lovers have their secrets and distrusts of
each other. But those are reduced as their love blossoms and flourishes.

As the time passes, the secrets and distrusts begin to shroud the idealistic vision of the
lovers. Their honesty and loyalty get weakened. They become disillusioned and
disenchanted with each other when their expectations are not fulfilled as per their
imagination. The poet believes that love should be constant. True love neither
diminishes nor ends. It is immortal.
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Question 2. Critically appreciate the poem.
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Answer: The poem "A Lecture Upon the Shadow” is one of the metaphysical poems
composed by John Donne. Its theme is love between two lovers. Throughout the poem,
the poet uses the figurative language of metaphors of shadows — shadows of morning,
noon.

By the use of such language the poet wants to convey the idea that differences in love’s
initial stage keep decreasing. Then they totally vanish. After this the differences in love
begin to grow and the lovers move apart. In the end, the poet suggests that though the
infatuation exhausts itself, true love keeps its lustre alive. Te safari “A Lecture. upon the
Shadow” John Donne
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Additional Questions
Answer the following question in 50 words each :
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Question 1. Comment on the use of the image of the shadows for the idea that the
poet wants to convey. (S.S. Exam 2015)
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Answer: The shadows keep growing shorter before noon. At noon, they do not exist at



all and after noon, they start growing longer. Through the image of the shadows, the
poet wants to convey the idea that differences in love's initial stage keep decreasing.
Then they totally vanish. After this stage, the differences in love begin to grow and the
lovers move apart.
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Question 2. The poet seems to be addressing his beloved in the poem. What is the
message he wishes to convey to her?
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Answer: The poet wishes to convey to his beloved that she should love him sincerely.
Their love should be true and long lasting. It should not wither away with the passage of
time. They should have no differences between them. He wants to tell her that once
they reach the height of love, they must retain it. They must not let it vanish.
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Question 3. Instead of ‘A Lecture upon Love’ the poet calls the poem ‘A Lecture
upon the Shadow’. What is the effect that this has on our reading of the poem?

Hfd = Hiadr &1 MYF ‘A Lecture upon Love'’ & 9T ‘A Lecture upon the Shadow’ XdI
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Answer: The effect of this title is surprising because it adds to our curiosity as we read
the poem. Love is generally understood as attraction, attachment or a bond. But in fact
love is the shadow of devotion. This devotion is the true form of love. Hence, shadow is
the best imagery of love that poet has adopted here in the poem.
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Question 4. Define the shadows of morning, noon and after noon.
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Answer: Morning shadows keep growing shorter. At noon, they altogether vanish. Then
after noon, they start growing longer and longer by evening. These correspond to the
three stages of love. Differences between lovers keep decreasing in the beginning. Then
they (differences) totally disappear. If love is not retained at this stage, they start
growing again.
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Question 5. ‘What is love’s philosophy?
TP SRA R ?

Answer: Love's philosophy is that it keeps growing in its initial stage. Then comes the
stage when it reaches its peak. If it is not retained at this height, it comes to an end. The
shadows or differences in love bring its end. Hence, the lover and the beloved must
keep no shadows or differences between them.
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Long Answer Type Questions
Answer the following questions in about 100 words each :

Question 1. What does the shadows being trodden signify?
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Answer: Shadows are the symbol of one’s ego, of one’s consciousness towards one’s
separate identity. Their being trodden signifies the end of the ego. It means a person’s
oneness with the supreme soul i.e. God. When a person treads his shadow or loses the
sense of self, he considers himself to be one with the Maker of universe. At this stage all



differences between God and him disappear. This is the state of permanent bliss. All
things become clear. The duality of love is removed. The person considers himself to be
one with God.
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Question 2. John Donne is famous as a metaphysical poet. Explain this poem in
metaphysical terms.
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Answer: The poem seems to be the poet’s address to his beloved. In metaphysical
terms, the poet presents himself as the beloved and assumes God to be the lover. He
wants that they should love each other most sincerely. There should be no differences
between them.

Their love should keep growing day by day. Shadows being symbolical of the feeling of
self, the poet wishes to tread them. He wants to end all the differences between God
and himself. By treading over shadows, he wants to be one with God. He wants to retain
this state of oneness with God forever.
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