Forest Society and Colonialism
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"Forests are renewable
resources and contribute
substantially to ecenomic

. development of a country,

‘They play a major role in
enhancing the quality of
environment. Between
1700 to 1995, the period of
industria!lsation, 13.9
“million sq km'of forests or
9.3% of she world's total
- area was cteared for
' industrial uses, culﬂvation,
pastures and fuel wood v
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{does not mean the und was
unmhablfed fn Alstralia, when fhie
white sefilérs landed, they claimed -
that the continent was empty or terral™
{nullis. I fact, they were guided
. thnoughlhe landmbebyabongmnl

uudes ﬂle"dxfferent cborlgmal .




Native Americans like the Lakota
tribe who lived in the Great North
American Plains had o diversified
economy. They cultivated maize,
foraged for wild plants ond honied
bison. Keeping vast areas open for
e bison lo range in was scen by the
English settlers as wasreful, After the
1860s the bisons were. killed in
‘ Iarge numbers.

.-

(a) Land to be improvea

“'the centuﬁes the

boundaries of CLﬂbvatlon cleanng forests and breakmg new land

0
ke lute sugatr; wheat and cotton These raw matenals were requnred for

mdustnal _productlon




{b) Sleepers on tracks

@ By the early nineteenth century, oak forests in England were disappearing.
Wm of timber supply for the Royal Navy. By the 1820,
search parties were sént to éXplore the forest resources of India. Within

a decade, trees were being felled on a massive scale and vast quantities

of timber were being exported from India..

(i)  The spread of railways from the 1850s-created a.new demand. Railways

were essential for colonial trade and for the movement of imperial troops.

Fig.3 Hephants piling squares of hmber at a ttmber yard in Rangoon.

&) Torun lec«omotlves W

b To lay rallway lines sleepers were essential to hold the track: together
Each mile of railway  track required between 1760
Tom 1 e 1860: 1860s, the railway netwiork expanded rapidly. By 1890,
about 25,500 km of tracks had been laid. In 1946, the lengfh of the
tracks hadincreased to over 765 m. Asthe Trailway tracks spread
through Indla a larger and larger number of trees were felled As early
as the 18505, iri the Madras Presxdency alone, 35 000 trees were being
cut annuaﬂy for sleepers. The government gave out contracts to
individuals to supply the requxred quantities. These contractors began
cut’nng‘trees mdiscnminately Forests around tbe raﬂway tracks started
dxsappeanng

K@'} Plantatlons Large areas of natural forests were also cleared to make | -

“way for tea coffee and rubber pxanta’nons to meet Europe's growing need .
mp 'od'bes Th coionial government took aver the forests, and

(19):5i Larka

Bamboo rafts bemg floated down
the Kassalong river.

in the colonial period elephorits were -
frequently used to lift heavy fimber).
both in the forests and af the timber
yards.




Fig.6 A deodar plantation in
Kangra, 1933.

When the forest deparlment dECided
fo take up an area for logging, one
of the first things it did was to build
wide rocids so that trucks could enter.
Compare this fo the forest tracks

fuelwood and other minor forest
| produce: Many such trucks of wood
go from forest oreas to big cifies.

{oleng which people walk io collect] .|

12.3 The rise of commercial forestry

(@) Dietrich Brandis

)  Inthe previous section we have seen that the British needed forests in order
to build ships and railways. The British were worried that the use of forests
by local pecple and the reckless felling of trees by traders would destroy
forests. So they decided to invite a German expert, Dietrich Brandis, for
advice, and made him the first Inspector General of Forests in India,

e e T T T

(i)  Brandis realised that 2 proper system had to be introduced to manage forests

and people had to be trained in the science of conservation. This systemn
would need legal sanction. Rules about the use of forest resources had to '
he framed. Felling of trees and grazing had to be restricted so that forests
could be preserved for timber productlon anybody who cut trees without
following the system had to be pumshed

(i)  Brandis set up the Indian Fore ice in 1864 and helped zormulate the

Indian Forest Act of 1865, _lhe lmpenal Forest Pm;c,h‘m%t
ugatDeh_@wiﬁQﬁ»The system they taught here was calléd ‘Scientific
Torestry'. Muny people, including ecologlsts, feel that this ‘.ﬁﬁtem is nof
scientific af all. :

{b) = Scientific Forestry

“In scientific forestry, natural forests which had lots of different types of trees

‘were cut down. In thelr place, one type of tree was planted in straight rows :
This is called a plantation. Forest offictals surveyed the forests, estimated

the area under different types of trees, and made working plans for forest

I anagement They plannad how much. of the plantation area fo cut every
year. The area cut was then to be reglanted 50 that it was. ready to be cut
again in somie years ) ‘

(c) ForestAct

After the Forest Act was enacted in 1865 1t was amended thce once in

1878 and then in. 192_2 o
The 1878 Act divided forests into three categones reserved protected,
and village forests.

(i) Reserved forests: Forests were permanently marked for productionn
" of timber and the forest products Grézing of anifmalsand any’ fe;rm.of_'_'j
cultivation were generally not allowed in. thése ferest ’Ihey' are
best forest ‘ :

| -(u) Pitectedores

the British»



m

of

ASA\SSEINIZ_Formst Soclety, & Calonkslism [His].comeetpbS

o e LA e T e T o o -
XOpFouslaion\AINSSFEVA Foret Segley & Colriolym (1) corrcip6S

(d ) [

How were the lives of people affected ?

(i) Foresters and villagers : Foresters and villagers had different ideas
of what a good forest should look like. . Villagers wanted forests with
a mixture of species to satisfy different needs - fuel, fodder, leaves. The
forest department on the other hand wanted trees which were suitable

for building ships or railways. They needed trees that could provide hard |

‘wood, and were tall and straight. So particular species like teak and

sal were remoted and others were cut.
SO
Uses of Forest

) In forest areas, people use forest products - roots, leaves, fruits and
tubers - for many things. Fruits and tubers are nutritious to eat especially
during the monsoons before harvest has come in.

(i) Herbs are used for medicine, wood for agricultural implements like
yokes and ploughs, bamboo makes excellent ferices and is also used
to make baskets and umbrellas.

{ii) A dried scooped-out gourd can be used as a portable water boﬁ!’e.

'(riv) Leaves can be stitched together to make disposable plates and cups,

the siadi (Bauhinia vahlii) creeper can be used to make ropes, and the
thorny bark of the semmur (silk-cotton) tree is used to grate vegetables

Wl oil foncookmg and to Iight Iamps can be préssed from the fruit of the
" mahua tree.:

(ii) Hardship for villagers

The forest act meant severe hardship for vsilagers across the country

o Alltheir everyday practices - cutting wood for their houses, grazing
their cattle, collecting fruits and roots, hunting and fishing became
illegal.

» People were now forced to steal wood from the forests, and if they

- were caught, they were at the mercy of the forest guards who would
take bnbes from them,

» Women who collected fuelwood were espec;ally womed It was also
* common for police constables and forest guards to harass people
by demdnding free food from them.
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- The local riames of shlﬁmg cultivatfon in the following,areas are:’

) S Scuth East Asia Ladjng . Lo =

(i) Central Amerlca Mﬂpa -
(it Africa Chxtmene or Lavy

- (1v) Sﬁ Larika:~ Chena::

| l(v) Indis - Dhya, Penda, Jhum Kurnri,

{t) Paper in books (ﬁ) wood for desks an@ tab s, m) dyes that colour your' |

ciothes (iv) honey, coffee, tea; (v) olldn- chocolates, (vi) tanin

P
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The sole of tendy leoves is o majer
source of income for many people
fiving in ferests. jg_qh__byﬂie
contgins app[,,_-ﬂmal‘elg 50 Jeaves.
adia persor works very hard they
con perneps collect as many as 100

bundles in-a day. Wemen, znildren

and old men are the main collectore.

Hag. 8 Dvying ‘tendu loaves




The new line to be constructed was
the Indus Valley Railway between
Mulian and Sukkur, a distance of

.nend‘.x___._mie: Atthe rate of 2000

 sleepers per mile this would re uzre
600,000 sleepers 10 Feetjgx }O

irches by 5 .nches for 3. 5
St oo
apiece}

2,000,000 cubic feet. Thg

Atthe rate nF one frain dcl I|)' either
way and at one mound per train-
mile an annual supply of 219,000
maunds would be demanded. In
addition o large supply of fuel for
brick-burning would be required.

‘mainly from the Sind Forests. The fuel
from thé: fomcnsk ond Jhand forests

“|he sleepers would have to come]:

mﬂnuliuse wood fuel. |

- |of:Sind.ard the Punjab. The otter]
new hne was e’ Norfhem ’State 1

-
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How did forest rules affect cultivation?

One of the major impacts of European colonialism was on the practice of
shifting cultivation or swidden agriculture. Shifting cultivation as a system

+of agriculture has the following features.

fij Parts of forests are cut and bumt in rotation.
i) Seeds are sown in the ashes after first monsoon rains.
(i) Crop is harvested by October- November.

{iv) Such plots are cultivated for a couple of years and then left fallow for
12 to 18 years for the forest to grow back. Shifting cultivation has been
practiced in many parts of Asia, Africa and South America. In India, it

, Chena in Srilanka,

ica, dhya, ponda, bevar,

is known by different names, such as tavy in Alfrica

Iadmg in southeast Aqla Milpa in Cent
ovad, jhurn, podu khandad and kumn
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The colonial government banned this prachce of shifting cultivation. They
felt that land which was used for cultivation every few years could not grow

trees for railway timber When a forest was bumt, there was the added danger

of the flames spreading and burning veluable timber. Shifting cultivation
also made it harder for the government to calculate taxes. Therefore, the

government decided to ban shifting cultivation. As a result, many -

communities were forcibly displaced from their habitats in the forests. Some
had to change occupatlons, while some resisted through large and small

rebellions.
Who could hunt?

) Before the forest laws, many people who lived in or near forests had
5 mved by hunting deer, partridges and a variéty of small animals This ~
customary practice was prohibited by the forest laws. Those who were *
caught hunting were now punished for poaching. '

extinct The’ Bntxsh saw @rge Mﬂsm signs of ) wild pnmihve and
savage society They believed that by kxﬂmg dangerous animals the/

il
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{iii) Over 80 ,000 txgers 150000 eopards and 200,000 wolves were killed

for reward n the perio period 18751925, Graduall y, the tiger Camme to be |

seen as a sporting trophy. The Mahara)a of Sarguja alone shot 1,157
tigers : and 2000 leopards up to 1%7 A British admmxstrator George
Yule killed 400 tlgers In.txa]ly certain areas of forests were reserved
for b huntmg Only “much later did environmentalists and conservators
begin to argue that all these species of animals needed to be protected,

and not killed.

12.4 Effects of the new forest laws on nomadic and pastoralist

communities

Nomadic and pastoral communities do not maintain a permanent place of
residence. They own a herd of cattle and keep moving from one piace to
another in search of food and shelter for themselves and for their cale
wealth. Under colonial rule, the life of those communities changed

dramatically.

) Their grazing grounds shrank

(i) Their movements were regulated.

(i} The revenue they had to pay increased. -

{iv)- Their agricultural stock declined _

) Their tra_deg and crafts were adversely affected.
New trades, new employments and new servic'es

After the forest department took control of the forests,
benefited from the new opportunities that had opened up in trade.

{j Many communities across the world left their traditional occupations’
and started trading in forest products. For example, with the growing
demand for rubber in the mid-nineteenth century the Mundurucu
peoples of the Brazilian Amazon cultivated manioc, began to collect
latex from wﬂd rubber trees for supplying to traders.

M In Ind;a from the medieval period onwards, we have records of adivasi
communmes tradmg elephants and other goods lile hides, horns, silk
cocooas,)wory, barnboo, spices, fibres, grasses gums and resins through

* nomadic communities like the Banjaras

{iii). Withthe coming of the Bntish‘ 'however trade was completely regulated

by the government. The British govemment gave many large European

trading firms the sole right to trade In the forest products of partxcular 1t ,
aréas. Grazing ‘and hunting by local people were restncted n the | {These]
process, many pastoralis and nomadic communities like the%?-r% h

lost.their livélihoods

Karacha and Yaruku!a and the Madras Presiden

Some O
work mstead in factorxes mines. and plantations, under govemmem‘.

This photograph of en army camp
was token in 8astar in 1910, The
crmy moved »ith fenis, cooks and

saldiers. Here-a sepoy is guording

the camn agoinst rebels.

some people |

Fig.10 An army camp:’ . -,

n 1947.Busfqr kingdom was

- | merged-with Kanker kingdom-and
'Fcome Bas,tqr_districtfin Madhya

embégan to De called ‘criminal mbes', and were forced to ||




The story cF the F torests ond peop‘e
of Bastar does not end there. After
Independence, the some pracfice of
keeping peaple cut of the forests and
reserving them for industrial use
confinved.

in the 19705, the World Bonk
B} propesm that 4,600 hectares of

| raturcl saf forest should be replaced -

It by tropical pine to provide pulp for
-t e puper industry, It was only after

pra““ﬁzﬁ by loea! envxronmen?obsts‘ ;

. ﬁm the project was-sﬁopped
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{iv} New oporhﬁxities of work did not always mean improved well-being
for the peaple. In Assam, both men and women from forest communities
like Santhals and Oraons from Jharkhand, and Gonds from Chhatbsgarh

were recruted to work on tea piantahons Their wages were low and
conditions of work were very bad. They could not return easily to their
home villages from where they had been recruited.

(b) Impact of various forest laws on the colonial people

{) Various restrictions : The Forest Act meant severe hardships for
villagers across the country. After the Act, all their forest activities like
cutting wood for their houses, grazing their cattle, collecting fruits and
roots, hunting and fishing became illegal

(i) Impact on cultivators : Shifting cultivation was the most common
cultivation practiced by the people. But this was banned because
European foresters regarded this harmful for the forests. - '

(i) Displacement of the peuple: To protect the forests, the Europeans
ctarted displacing villngers without any notice or compensation.

{iv) Various taxes: The Eufopeans started imposing heavy taxes on the
forest people.

) Loss of livelihood : The European started giving large European _
trading firms the sole rights to trade in the forests. Grazing and hunting
by local people were restricted. In the process, many pastoralists and
nomadic communities lost their livelihood.

12.5 Rebeliion in the forest

In many parts of Indla, and across the world, forest communities rebelled

-against the changes that were belr.g imposed on them. The leaders of these

movements against the British like wm Parglnﬁs_,

Birsa Munda of Chottanagpur or Alluri Sitaram Raju of Andmadesh

are still remembered today in songs and stories

(a) The people of Bastar ' '

) Bastar is located in the southemmost part of Chhattisgarh -and borders
of Andhra Pradésh, Orissa and Maharashtra. The central part of Bastar
isona p!ateau To the the north of this plateau is the Chhahsgarh plain -

* and to Tts south is the Godavari plain.

(i) The river Indrawati winds across Bastar east to west. . A number of
different commumties live in Bastar such as ' Maria and Muria Gonds,
Dhurwas. Bhatras and Halbas _ , W

{iit) The tribal people had formulated strict rules and regulaﬂons about how

- to manage and use the forests. They befieved that each vﬂlage was
given its land by the earkh and in retum they look after the earth by A

 making some offermgs at each agricultural festival, since each vﬂlage :
Imowswhereﬁsboundaﬁ% | thelowlpeoplebokaﬁezaﬁ the natufat 3
_resources within that bounda R SIS o

(W) If people froma v:l!age wabt to take some food from the forests of :
‘another milage, they pay, v, a small fee. caHed Devs‘ dand or maf iri -

e - exchange. Some vxlléges Dl : _‘y engagmg_‘

Ciatchmen and eachi househoid conmbutes 'some grain to pay them




Fig.12 Tram fransporting teak out of
the forest - lzte colonial period

Hg 11 Bastax in 2000

W Every year there is one big hunt where- the headmen of vill ages ina
Fpargana (ciuster of mﬂages; meet and discuss issues of concern, mc!udmg )
ts forests s . oy ' : ,
A T 3

[b)-f The fears of the,peop!e

o

) = 1905 the BritishGovernment proposed td reserve two-thirds of the
 forests, to stop shiffing cyltivation, huntmg and co} ection of forest
produce the people of Bastar were yery womed For 1ong, villagers
‘héd be.eﬁ;wﬂerlng from mcreased land rents. and frequent Qemands,:_ ‘Yahmuhicn or d West Trian.
-~ for “free labour and goéds by cg omal offlcials Then carm ) the terrible | 41,
. fgg(&sz? in 18995 1900 and again in 190

S ¢ be thg: last straw

Mosf’{:‘f Indonesit.s foreS?s are
Alogated, in ﬂands like Sumatra;

g:-,

eservations proved» '

B



The Aﬂles would not huve been as
successful in the First World War and
the Second World War if they had
not been able to exploit the
resources and people of their
colonies. - -

Fig.13 Indian Murntxons Board, War
Timber Sleepers piled at Soclay
pagoda ready for J\ipment 1917

i
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) stands transporhng woﬁdwithout a p

lootéd, the houses of offictals and tradets, scheols and police stations.
were bumnt and robbed, and grain redistributed. Most of those who were
attacked were in some why associated with the colonial state and its

oppressxve laws.

The Bnnsh sent troops to suppress the rebelfion. The adivasi leaders
tried to negotiate, but the British surrounded thexr camps and-fired
upon them. After that they farched thirough the vxllages flogging and

{iii)

pumshmg those who had taken part in the rebellion. Most villages were
deserted as people fled mto the jungles. It took three months for the
British to regain control However, they never/managed to capture
Gunda Dhur. o

{iv) "Inva ma;or victory: for-the rebels, work on reservahon was tempotarxty
suspended and the area to be reserved was redﬁced to roughly half -
of that planned before 1910 The revolt also inspired the other tribal

people to rebel agamst the unjust pohcnes of the Bn’t}sh Govemment

13

Forest transfonnatlon in Java

Javais now famous as a rice-|
W Like the Bntxsh they wapteli timber from Java_
to bild ships. In 1600 the populaﬁon of Java was ‘estimated 3.4 milliori,
.4 mition;
There were many vxllages in‘the fertile plains, but there were also many

communities hvmg in the mountajns and prachsmg shiftmg cultlva'non

ek

The woodcutters of Java

The Yalangs of d Java were a communify of Skilled forest cutters and shlfhng

* cultivators When the Dutch ‘began to gain control over the forests in the
eighteenth century, they tried to make the Kalangs work under them. In
1770, the Kalangs resisted by attacking a Dutch fort at Joana, but the
uptising was suppreased

T
4
'

Dutch scientific forestry

The Dutch enacted forest laws in Java restricting vﬂlagers access to forests.
Now wood could only be cut for.specified purposes only from specific forests
under close supemswn V!I!agers were punished for gxazmg cattle in young
ermtt or travelling orest roads

sl'ﬁpbuﬂqu and raﬁ
280 000 sleepers



“

Samin's challenge

Aroundll890 Surontiko Samin of Ra'nd'Ublahmg village, a tedk forest

village, began questioning state ownershlp ofthe forest. He argued that
the state had not created the wind, water, earth and wood, so it could not
ownit, Soona mdespread movement developed. Amongst those who helped

organise it weré Samin's sons-in-laws. By 1907, 3000 families were following

his ideas. Some of the Saminists protested by lying down on their land when
the Dutch came to survey it, while, others refused to pay taxes or fines or

perform labour. v, , L e

¥
)

12.7 War and deforestation

)

W

The F‘Irst‘World War and the second world war had a major impact on forest.
In India, working plans wére abandoned at this time, and the forest
. department cut trees freey to meet British war needs, -

Imdava, the Dutch destroyed sawmils and bumnt p!!es of giant teak bgs G

cﬁ)

that they would not fall into Japanese hands, The Japanesé then expioﬁeﬁ
the forests recklessly for their own war industries, formng forest ml!agers
to cut down forests -

Many Vkﬂaggars used thls opportumty to expand aﬁﬁvaﬁon inthe forest After
the war, it was difficult fcr the Indoneslan forest service to get this land back.”

2. 8 New deve!opments in forestry

‘orust Society & Cololalism {Hia] corroct.p65

Conservatton of 1?orests rather ihan coilectmg hmber has become a.more
important goal. “The government has recognised that in order to meet ’fhis
goal, the people who ive_ near-the forests must,be mvolved.

Rt

- In-many cases, across Ind:a, fronmt szoram to Kerala; dense forests have
“survived only because villages protected them in sacred grooves known as

sarnas, devara kudu, kan rai, etc Some’ villages have been patrollmg their

,own forests, with each household takmg it in turns, mstead of ieavihg it to
the forest guards

N

- Local forest communities and enmronmentahsts today ‘are. thinkmg of
B dﬁferent forms of forest managemem TS

" Fig. 14 .
Log yard in Rembang under Dutch
colonial rule.

Both the world ‘wars had o
devastatirig effect on the forests of |
A lndlu, indonesia and-elsewhere. The
| forést depcriment cut freely tosatisfy{ .
war, needs EARaE

E] . < i



EXERCISE #1 ..

FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT ‘

2,

- (3)Cotfon

Multiple choice questions

Which of the following is a co;nmercxal crop ?
(1} Rice ’2), 'Wheat

(4} Com

Dietrich brandis was the'

(1) First postmaster general

(2) First governor of forest administration

: m;t Inspector General of forests in India

5.

(4) Fn‘st supemsor of forests R

What was meant by ‘blandongdiensten’ system

f_cﬂlox‘ved by the Dutch in Java ?

(1) A system which allowed people to stay in revil”
free villages.

:V .(2} Asystem whzch exempted the villagers from rent

for promdmg buffaloes in cultivation work.

: y system which exérpted villagers from rent

" in exchange for the fteé labour and Supply of

o buffaloes for transporting timber.

(4) A system of taxation imposed on vﬂlagers for
specxfzed advartages.

In which type of forests, the villagers were ,fbrbid-
 den Lo lake anything ?
- - (1) Protected forests

M erved forests .

The new system mtroduced by the 1mpenai forest .

.7 institute
. »Q‘)‘&Eﬁc forestry

) "('2) Scientitfl'cv farming

- {2) Village fur'ests L
4) Wild | .or.:s‘ .

{3} Scientific irﬁgation

""('4) Scientific plantation .

The impeﬂal forest institute was set up in 1906

oF

Fre.

* . Atwhich of fhe fol!owing places e vlﬂagersrose ’
~_in revolt against the: colonial govemment 2.k

~ (2) Midnapere-. . L
R .‘(4)“,Uttar'_:ak_ﬁaz_1_d"' pA ETR

‘(i) Rajasthan

[ (1) 1700,

9. Who among the foliowmg were we@kmwn skilled
forest cutters ? ,
(1) Mundas of Africa
{2}-Kalangas of Java
(%) Gonds of Orissa
'"(4) 'Mund.as of Cf{ottanagpui
10. :Latex can be callected from which of the following
' trees ?_.~" 5 .
».(»l‘fﬁabber trees : {2 Euéalyptus tree
-3 Deodar tree (4) Pme tree g
|:311. Which of the fol!ownng refers to sh;f"hng aultiyation?

\J}Hypec of cultivation under which parts f forests
- ate cut and burnt in rotation.
2) éeasonal cultivation - . .
(3) Type of cultivation in which farmers shxft from
one place to another to cultlvate different Grops:
'(4) Cultivation where crops are. harvegted enly in

“autumn.
12. Whlch of the follovnng is notalocal naime of shnftmg '
cultivation ? L
(1) dhum \W. n
(3) Tawy (4) Ml!pa *
13.. -How mm.b of Indlas land_mass was. mder~cmt.va-~
., Honin 1600 ?° SR
eesih . - (2‘) One-Third
B TwoThid €. (4) Half, |
-1 14, About how much percentage of the worlds total
A forest area was cleared between 1300 and 1995?
eoms% % -
3 20.5% :44)“ 30% e
15,

Which place is now famousas a nce-producmg lsland
' -.in Indonesia ? . R
| ' ; ;(2);-$usﬁ?ﬁa

c.at st i
1) Liacknow Mdun K
| (3) Allahabad: " - (4) Gorakhpur | o w9IE
.~ Which &f the foljowing vias the most essenhal)for peeti
- ¢olontal hade angi moVemenF of goods'? L
(1) Roadways ~ Wﬁﬁys . i
: :,.‘ : 3 Airways H (4)Waterways» -

- (4) Norxe of. ’ﬂ'\ese
.;,}-'The Kalangs res{sted the Datch fn

@




18, “Who wrofe the book the forest of India in the year
19232 * "%~*--.-;*'._ .
(1) David Spur
3) Verrler Elvin:
19,

20."
- to make way for _wh!ch of these ? -

e

N g

{1 )ArebelofJaVaa

3 ) Rubber plantatiqrx
True or false

(2) Eps‘febbmg |

Who was Gunda thr 7!

(2} First Inspector General

(3) A leader of santhal rebellion .

4) A !eader of Dhurwa tribe _
[arge areas of natural’ forests were also cleared

(1) Teas plantaﬁons (2) Coffee Qlantation

(4)All Jthe above

- Thelength of rallways tracks Jaid by now were over

7,65,000 km in 1946.

In 1771, the kalangs rose in rebeﬂitm againsr the
- Dutch_ but were suppressed :

- Cutting of forests* orr large scale s known as af- o
' forestaﬁon L L

: In 1860‘ ‘the: railway network expanded rapidiy
" The 1878 Act divided forests into 2 categories.

Forest Act was enacted in 1865

One type of tree planted in straight rows:is mlled
' plantanon '

Many communlties were forcibly diSpiaced rom |

their homes ln the forests,

T

(4) John ‘Middleton

CE I ‘the b!anks

~ Match the column ~ ~

[@)[Scorched ~ {fo) [Brazil -

{7 .earthpolicy -} -} - .. = =7
{3}{Tribes of = .J{c) {Central America -
, Bastar . | k
@) [Manioc {d) |Sarnas, Kan, Rat
(5)|Milpa- " |{e) {Maria, Dhurwas and’

¥ 1

The nver flows through bastar.

~~'§Java was a colqny.’

' Samas.are_ .- A .
In_ - the Indlan forest service was set up. -

L'The impenal forest research institute was set up

at

Bastar . ls located in the Southermost part of
'Chaﬁisgarh and borders SN . and

v

The kalangs of ja;Ja were' a cbmmghl‘ry of skilled

Rebeliiori inhicrh‘toék place inthe kingdom of bastar
i,n_" . ~' s .

. Column- - Column-H
(1)|Sacred - |{@)|Dutch

16)[Dietrich - |(f) {The first Inspector = - |
- {genral of forest in
India. ’




SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT -

EXERCISE # 2 ;

Shortanswertypequestions
1. Describe scientific forestry.
2. “"How did the forest niles affect cultivation ?
3. "+ Explain why did the Dutch adopt the scorched earth
- policy' dunng the war.
4. ~ Mention any two ways by which the bastar rebelhon A
. was suppressed. State one result of the rebellion. '
5. Explain any three features of the b}andonglensten
system ?: B o
6. Descnbe in brief the Samlmst movement of
Indanesxa ? - :
7. Why were forests 1mportant to the villagers ?
8, Descnbe sdme of the ccmmon customs and belief
o of the bastar people.
‘How did the Forest Acts affect the hves of foresters

~and vﬁlagers ?

10. Why were Oak forests very rmpcrtant for Bntam ?
‘ Long answer type questions - )

Mention any three causes of deforestahon in India
_ under the colonial rule.

" How did commercial farming lead to a decline in

forest covers durmg colonial period ?

Where is Bastar locatod ? Discuss its history and 1ts
people. "
i

What is shifting culhvaizon'?*Why d;d the European
foresters regard this, practxce as harmﬁn fer the

" -forests'»" T .

~ What new trends and devel opmerts haue affected
. forestry today ?

“ - Discilss the risé of commercial forestry under.;he

colonial governments.

State any five factors thch contnbuted to
deforestation i in India.

r«



NGERT QUEﬁTEGNS WITH ANSWERS

Ans.

Discuss how tbe changes i forest nangement in the colonial period affected the following :
{a) Shifting cultivators

(b}, Nemadic and, pastoralist comunities -

{c) Firfns trading:in timber/forest 'ﬁ;oducé

(d):}z’lantation owners
(¢ Kxhgs/Bntlsh officials erigaged in shi kar ‘

(a) Shifting cultivators : European foresters regé“rded shifting cultivation ‘as harmtul for the forests. The
dovermert banned shxftmg cultivation. thfhng cultivators wers forcibly displaced froin their homes in the
Horests.: Some had to chanae occupations, whi l6 some resrsteb *hrongh large and sma)l,zebo»honc

o

IR {1 Nomadic and pasmralls communities : The forest law; deprived people of their custm"ary rights

anc meant severe }‘a‘*dshxp forrthe nomadic 3’1d pastoralist cnmmwmea They could not cut Wwood for
- their houses cculd graze their cattle or collect fruits and roots.- Hunting and fishing becum(, *Iﬁegai They

. .were forced to steai wood. If they were caught, they were at the mercy of the forest guards and they

-'200000 wolves were’ killed f 1

would- have to offer bribes to the guards Many pastorahst and nomadic communities like the’ Korava, -
Karacha of the Madras Presxdency lost their livelihoods. Some of the nomadic communities began to be
called cnminal tribes and were forced to work instead in factorxes mines and pianta’nons under govemment
supervxsxon They were also recruxted to work in plantaﬂons Thelr wages were low and cond\txons of

work very bad., 2 '

i - e

(c) Firms trading i in ﬁmber/forests produce By the early nmetee;nth century, oak forests in England_»
were dlsappearmg “This created & problem of timbér supply for the RoyaLNavy By the 1820s, search
_ partxea were sent to explore the forest resourceun India. Trees were. fOHed ona. masc‘ve stale and large..
quanﬁﬁes of timber were being exported from India. The colonial government took over the forests and
gave vast areas to Europear planters at cheap rates. The British Government gave many large European
tradmg firms the sole right to trade in the forest. products of particular areas. The govemment gave
contracts to contractors who cut trees. indiscriminately and made huge profrts ‘ :

{d) Piantation owners : Large areas of natural forests were also cleared to_,make way for tea;.coffee and
rubber. plantations to meet’ Europe's growing need‘fo’r':these comfnodiﬁes The colonial government took
over the forests, ‘and gave vast areas to. European planters at cheap rates. These areas were enclosed
and cleared of fore>t= and planted with tea or coffee Communihes fike' Santhals from*Assarm, and Oraons
from Jharkhand and Gonds from Cnhattxsgarh were recruitéd to work on tea plantaﬁons Thelr wages
were Iow and conditions’ of work véry bad. The plamahon owners under the p:otection and nghts glven

' '..by the Bntish Govemment made huge profits, - ' o : T : v

(e) Kings/Britlsh ofﬁcials'

in sﬁxkar? "'f

- Wwere” reserved for Hurnitirig!



2.

What were the similarities between colonial mangement of, the torests in Eastar’and dJava ¢

-

Ans.” Forest management of Bastar in India was in the hands of the Bnnsh and in Java it was in the hands of -

milllon hectare‘s stcuss the réle of the follovmng factors in this dechne

_the Dutch. The Dutch, like the British, wanted timber to build ships and to make sleepers for railway tracks.
Both the British and the Dutch enacted forest laws to control the forests and put restrictions on the customary -
rights of the local feople. They were prevented from entering the forests, they could not graze cattle, or

< cut wood or take forest produce without permission. Both the governments banned shifting cultivation. Both -

the British and the Dutch introduced scientific forestry". The vi lagers in Bastar were allowed to stay on in -
the forests on the condition that they would provide free labour for the forest department in cutting and
transporation of trees and protecting the forests from fire. Similarly, in Java the Dutch 1mposed rents on
the cultivated land in the forests and then exempted some wllages if they collectively provided free labour
and buffaloes for cutting and transporting t »txmber This system was known as the 'blandongdlensten system,
When the exploitation by the British in Bastar and the Dutchi i Javabecime too much, the forest communities
in Bastar and Java revolted under Gundathur” ahd Surrontiko Samin respectxvely Both the revolts were crushed
in 1910 and 1970 respectively.

Between 1880and 1920 forest cover in the indian subconbnent declmed by 9.7 mlllxon hectares, from 108. 6

{a) Railways RECE bulding .. .. | R
(c) Agricultwral expansion - -  (d) Commercial larming '
(e) Tea/Coffee plantattons T . 7f) Adivasis. and other peasant users -

Ans (a) Railways .: The spread of railways from the 1850's created a new demand. Railways were essential

- ’raxlway tracks started disppeanno ;ery fast.

B

for colonial trade and for the movements of imperial troops. To run locomotives wood was needed as’
- fuel and to. lay railway lines. Sleepers were essential to hold the- trac,ks together. Each mile of railway:‘
: track required between 17690 and 2000 sleepexs From the 1860' s the railway network expanded rapidly.

As the Iength of the railway tracks expanded a very large number of trees were felled. As garly.as the

1850 in the Madras Presidency al one 35000 trees were cut annually fon sleepers Forests around’ the

i

(b) Ship Building : By the early 19th century oak forests in England were disappearing Thls created:
a problem of timber supply from the Royal Navy. English shxps could not be burlt wlthout a regular supply
of strong and durable fimiber. lmpenal power could not be protected 1 wnthout ships "Therefore by the
1820, vasl quantities of timber were baing exported ‘leading to dlsapperance ol fbrests

(c) Agncuhural expansion : As population increased the demand for food went up. Peasants extencled'-.
the boundaries. of cultivation by cleanng forests. In the early 19th century, the colonlal state I,hought that

- the forests were unproduchve They were considered to be wilderness that had to be brought under cultivation
so, that the land could yield agricultural products ‘and’ revenue, and enhance the iricome of the state. So

" ".,.between 1880 and 1920, culhvafed area rose;by 6.7-million hectares by clearing the forests The demand,

S -H_for commerlcal crops llke 1ute, sugar wheat, 'otton_andl W materlal fo‘r ln fore_n.

of tress were cut down, tnthelr place one typ




N Adh'asis and other peasant users : As ln most parts of the world, shiftirg cultivation was done by
the adivasis‘and other peasant communities In India also. In shifting cuitivation, parts of the forest area -
are cut and bumt in rotation. Seeds were sown in the ashes after the first monsoon rains and the crop
was harvested by October-November, when ferﬂlity decreased the procas was repeated at another location.
This led to; large loss of forests. - ‘

Why are forests affected by wars ?

. Forests are affected by wars because forest products are used for fu!ﬁlllng various needs and requirement
during war. “In the case of India, during the First world war and the Second world war the forest department’
cut tress freely to meet British war needs. During the Second world war in Java just beforee the Japanese
occupied the reglon, the Dutch followed ‘a scorched earth policy', destroying sawmills and burning huge piles
of glant teak logs s6 that they did nét fall into Janpanese hands. The japanese exploited the forests recklessly
for their was industries forcing villagers to cut down forests, Many villagers took this opportunity expand
cultlvation in the forests. Thus, _wars also led to destruction forests
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