










6.54 Modern Indian History 

Distinguished intellectuals took the responsibility of National Education in their own hands 
and a large number of primary and secondary schools sprang up. 

. . 
• On 25th July 1906, the Bengal Technical Institute was established (which later turned

into the College of Engineering and Technology, Jadhavpur) 
. . , . • On 15th August 1906, National Council of Education was set up wi
.
th the �1m to orgamse

a system of education-Literary, Scientific and Technical-on nat10nal lmes and under 
National control' from primary to university level. 

• Taking inspiration from Tagore's Shantiniketan, the Ben�al :'1ational School and College
was established in Calcutta led by Aurobindo Ghosh as Pnnopal.

Abanindranath Tagore (1871-1951): A distinguished member of the Tagore family, he was a painte� and 
writer who established the 'Indian Society of Oriental Art' . In an attempt to counter the western t�flu­
ence on art as taught in art schools under the British Raj, he tried to .modernise.th� M�ghal and RaJput 
styles, giving rise to Bengal School of Art. His paintings were cl�sstfi�d as revtvalt�t. m nat.ure . an� he
himself emerged as the first major exponent of Swadeshi values m lndta art. The Bnt,sh art

1

1ns:1tut1on� 
eventually accepted his work as a national Indian style and promoted it under the label of Indian Soo­
ety of Oriental Art'. 

Abanindranath Tagore Ganasha-Janani by Abanindranath 

Tagore. Depicts Parvati playing with 

baby Ganesha. 

Krishna Kumar Mitra 

Krishan Kumar Mitra (1852-1936): He was a writer and a leader o�.the .Brah�o Samaj. He significantly 
contributed to the swadeshi Movement through his journal, SanJtbant. The rdea of Boycott was first 
suggested in Mitra's Sanjibani. 

FORMATION OF 5AMITIS (VOLUNTEER CORPS} 

For spreading the message of Boycott and Swadeshi movement to the villages, se:'eral vo�u:1teer 
bodies sprang up in Calcutta. These were the Dawn Society, the Ant!-.Circular S�oety (on�mally
formed to protest against the Carlyle Circular), the Anushilan Sam1tl, the Brat1, th� �uhnd and 
the Sadhena Samitis. The most famous of them all was the Swadeshbandhav Sam1t1 set up by 
Ashwini Kumar Dutta who was a school teacher in Barisal. With the help of it� 159 branch�s,
Dutta was able to reach the remotest of regions and mobilise the people, particularly Mushm 
peasants. Barisal itself emerged as the most significant centre for samiti activities. 

• 
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The Samitis spread the message of Swadeshi to villages through magic lantern lectures and 
swadeshi songs. They also imparted physical and moral training and took up social work during 
epidemics and famines. They also encouraged folk singers and artists to perform on swadeshi 
themes in local dialects. The prominent among them were Mukunda Das, Bhushan Das and 
Mufizuddin Bayati. In terms of their ideology, these samitis ranged from religious reform to 
secularism, from moderate politics to political extremism. 

Ashwini Kumar Dutta (1856-1923): He was a,Bengali educationist, social reformer and a nationalist. He 
is remembered for his contribution to the Swadeshi Movement through the formation of the Swadesh­
bandhav Samiti. 

Ashwini Kumar Dutta Mukunda Das 

Mukunda Das (1878-1934): He was a Bengali poet, ballad singer and a nationalist. He contributed to the 
spread of the Swadeshi movement in rural Bengal. 

POLITICAL TRENDS DURING SWADESHI MOVEMENT 

During the Swadeshi Movement, what we see is the emergence of vario�s political trends which 
competed with one another for popularity. These were mainly: 

I The Moderates

The Moderates still had faith in British sense of justice and fair play and were not in favour of
stretching the agitation too far. They were hoping that the Liberal John Morley will be appointed
as Secretary of state for India soon and their prayers will be heard. The prominent Moderates
during this time were Surendranath Banerjee, Krishnakumar Mitra and Narendra Kumar Sen.
This lukewarm Moderate outlook rapidly and conclusively fell out of popularity in the midst of
the prevailing militant atmosphere. 

I The Constructive Swadeshis

These were also known as the Social Reformists and they aimed at strengthening national
sentiment through continuous self-help or Atmashakti according to Rabindranath Tagore. Their
main emphasis was on constructive swadeshi program like establishing indigenous industry and
enterprise, national education and village upliftmen t. The prominent swadeshis were Rabindranath
Tagore, Ashwini Kumar Dutt, Prafulla Chandra Roy, Nilratan Sircar and Satishchandra Mukherji.


















