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The Amencan Revolutwn

The Arnencan revolution was one of Lhe most important events that occurred in the third quarter of
the 18th century in the western hemisphere. By this the supremacy of England came to an end over the
colonists of America. To understand the causes, course and the significance of this revolution a brief
survey of the colonisation of America, Anglo-French rivalry, the nature of the colonists, efc; are Very.
essential.

Chnstopher- Columbus, in the year 1492, landed on a small island which is one of the group now
called the Bahmas. Thus from that year the history of the United States of America was started. The history
of the United States is the history of the European settlement of alarge part of the North American contmcnt
Thus Columbus’ discovery began the opéning up of the 'New World’ by the Europeans.

- Spain quickly followed up Columbus' discovery. But it was the central and southern parts of America
to which the Spaniards went, not to the north. Mexico, Peru, Flonda, etc; were the chief Spanish colonies
in the central America.

_ Prance was the olher Buropean country which showed interest in cstabhshmg colonies in north
America. Hudson Bay temtory, New Foundland, Novo Scotio, Qubeck, Snt. Laurance region, Louisiana,
“etc; were the French colonies in north America.

England was the other important European power whxch showed very keen interest in establishing
colonies in north America. Her colonies were confined to the eastern Aflantic sea-board of north America.
Virginia, Massachusetts, Maine, New Hamshire, Connecticut, Rhode Islarid, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Dela-
ware, New Jersey, North Carohna, South Carolina, Georgia, etc; were the chief colonies of England innorth
Amenca

- Colonisation led to colonial rivalry. England and France vied with each other in expandmg their
colonies and this paved the way for Anglo-French wars. These two'countries participated in the Spanish
Succession war, Austrian Succession war and finally in the Seven Year's war which was terminated withthe .
 peace of Paris in 1763, In these wars England came out successfully and this gave a death blow to the .
French colonial supremacy in north América. France surrendered Canada, Hudson Bay territory, New
Foundland, Novo Scotia, etc; to England. The peace of Paris of 1763 sealed the fate of France in America.
She had only Louisiana under her comrol :

Exactly twenty years after the peace of Paris i.e; in 1783 mglandfs supremacy over the thirteen
colonies came to an end. The Afnerican revolution was mainly responsible for this change. The series of

.events that which the name American revolution is given covered only the twenty years after 1763 But
: 'nany qauses of the revolution lay further back in the history of the oolomes
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Nature of the colonies and the colonists :

The settlers in the colonies went there fo find freer way of life. They found it, panieular in the
frontier region, where the conditions forced men and women to show vigour and enterprise.

Laws for the colonies were made chiefly by the colonial assemblies, and the government in London
" interfered little with their every day life, except in the one matter of trade.

Most of the colonies had governors appointed by the king. These governors frequently quan'elled
with the colonial assemblies, which had one powerful weapon control of the governor's salaries.

Each colony had its own assembly. The colonists soon developed the habit of free  political discus-

sions. In New England a very democratic institation called the Town Meetmg arose. This Was a regular

- meeting open to all the inhabitants of the setfement, ar which all local problems and grievances were freely
.discussed. Newspapers were developed. Further, they grew, during the 18 century, more comseious of their
number of importance. In 1764, a “Colomia? Congress”, ameeting of thierepresentatives of the colonies, took
place at Albama. Here Benjaman Franklin put forward a plar: for a federation or union of the colonies. But
it was turned down. It was certaim that, if ever any grave canse of quarre] arose between the-colonists and
England, the colonists wouldspeak freely and-act vigorously: Such cause of quarrel was growing steadily
during the 18th century. The Brmsh laws to regulate the colonial tree became a cause of concern,

Bnhsh laws to regulate colonial trade

~——  InBritain during the 17th and 18th centuries it was generally believed by merchants amdxpolmclans
" that eolonies and colonial trade existed simply for the benefit of Britain. The colonies were a market for
British manufactures; colonial raw-materials were to benefit Britain. Hence the Bnush parliament passed a
series of laws regulating colomal trade and they are as follows.

i Navigation Adis : Tt is known from these acts that all goods 10 and from the colonies
had to be carried in English or colonial ships. These shlps should be managed by the
_ persons of either English or colonial born.

i Certain kmds of produce, known: as "the enumemted articles” could be sent to Europe
. only through England; these included furs, sths masts, 1ar; tuzpenﬂne tobacco, etc;
- infact, most of the chief cofonial exports. '

i Goods from Europe to the colomes had 1o go through England.

iv. ".To prevent compenaon with English manufacturers, restrictions were placed on calomal
industries. For example the Iron Act of 1750. attempted to limit the manufacnn'e of
hardware mAmenca '

v, Byt the Molasses Actof 1 763 aduty of six pence a gallon was placed on molasses
imported to the colonies. from the French West Indies. The object of this duty was that
the coloniés should buy their molasses from the Brifish West Indies. . . . :

_ The co]omsts got some advantages and disadvantages out of these laws..
Advantages . N | .
i The Royal army protected their shlppmg, and thcy paxd nothmg towards us upkeep i
i Thelaws regulating trade prevented foreign competition and certamly helped. the

economic development of the colonies. Some of the colonists, like the Virginia tobacco .
growers, had aopoly of the Bnush market.

a . ’ - 2 . "~ »
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i The British government paid a bounty on the export of some colonial goods. For
example the Iron Act was largely ignored. Smuggling and contraband trading were
easy, and the officials who administered the laws were slack and open to bribery.

Disadvantages

i, The laws, on the other hand, senously damages the colomsts They involved numerous
inconveniences, such as the necessity of the unloading and loadmg in England the
colonial goods bound for Europe.

ii. Further, both Buropean goods bound for colonies and the colonial goods “bound for
Europe had to pay customs duties in England. But the worst defect was not
iniconvenience but the customs duties. :

ii. ~Thereal trouble was that the whole system put the colonists a}_the me'r?y of the British
merchants, who controlled the prices of the goods they bought and of those they sold.
" Two examples will illustrate this.

“1. A colonist who bought goods from France had to brmg them home by way of
England, where they had to be transhipped before being sent to America; the
freight charges and the commissions which he had to be paid to the English
merchants raised the price of the goods, often to several times their real value.

2 A Virginian planter who wanted to sell his tobacco crop could do so only in
England. He had no chance of trying to get ahigher price for it elsewhere in Europe,
andhe had to accept what the English merchants offered. Due to this the V]rglman
" planters often ran heavily into debt.

The Molasses Act was a special grievance in New England. One of the New England’s major
industries was distilling rum. In this connection they engaged in a triangulr trade. They carried rum to
" Africa and bought slaves with it. They took the slaves from America to the West Indies and there they
picked up molasses from which the rum was distilled, and brought it home. The British West Indian islands
could not provide enough molasses to keep the. New England distillers employed. Hence they bought it
from the French West Indies. The six penny duty was levied on the molasses purchased from the French
West Indies. The six penny duty made the price of the French molasses so high that the New Englanders
could not buy it. So they smuggled it instead. The result of the Molasses Act, which was slackly enforced,
encouraged lawlessnéss. The colonists showed clearly that they had no mtennon of keepmg laws -
especially English made laws - which it suited them to break.

These trading regulations did not produce a movement for independence before 1763. But they
created irritation in the colonies, and encouraged the colonists to defy the laws made by the parliament
in England. This was the background agamst which the events developed after 1763 which ultimately led
to the revolution. o

The evenls leading to the revolution

i Prohlbtmg Americans to settle in the lands
located: to the west of the Appalachain mountains

. In'1763 the Indian tribes west of Virginia made asudden and violent attack upon Lhat colony. British
troops with the medsure of American assistance eventually defeated the Tridian tribes: After that an act was
passed farbading the American settlers to move to the lands taken from the French actoss the Appala-

chians. The object of this act of 1763 was to prevent further disturbances of the Indians and to stop the
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Americans from settling west of the mountains. But this act caused great irritation among the western
settlers. - _ ’

ii. Measures adopted by Britain to improve her finances
Great Britain, after the end of the Seves: Year's War, found herself with a nanonal debt nearly double
what it had been before the war. Mueh had been spent in America, in winning Canada from the French.

Further, it was still thought it necessary to maintain British troops in America, partly as a safeguard
against the French rebeflion in Canada and partly to-protect the colonists from the attacks of the Indian
tribes. ,

The colonists, on the other hand, had spent comparatively lime_ money on the war. Moreover, the
colonial merchants had made profits by supplying food and other goods to the Britisk troops.

Measures of George Grenville

George Grenville, who became the Prime Minister of England in 1763, begau to tighten the control of
the American trade. He ordered strict measures against the smugglers and the contraband trade. He set up
Vice Admirality Courts to try those who broke the trade laws. He empowed the toyal officials touse “Wris
of Assistance", which enabled them to search houses suspected of containing contraband goods. He was
also responsxble of passing several acts.

Sugar Act of 1764 . ' | %

In 1764 the sugar Act was passed and this replaced the useless Molasses Actof This act puta
duty of three pence a gallon on imported molasses. His object was to obtain moremoney om the colonists
in order to make them contribute towards the cost of keeping British troop in Anierica,

Stamp Act of 1765

The above measures of Grenville aroused hostility and protests from lhe colonists. But the real
storm of protest burst when Grenville introduced his next measure, the Stamp Act. In England revenue
stanps - stamps on legal documents, licences, wills etc; - had been used for sometime a convenient form of
taxation. Gernville proposed to extend the same system to America and this was approvedby theparhament

The result of ﬂle Stamp Act was astonishing.
i -_"I‘riere was a general cry of the colonists - rich and poor alike - agamst the tax.
i The newspapers attacked it violently.
fi, Mobs made bonﬁres and burnt heaps of stamps.

iv. -_-Workmen formed groups calling themselves "sons of beerty” They expressed their
resentment towards the Stamp Act.

V. Radical leaders like Samuel Adams of Boston, made mﬂamatory spcechae agamst lhe
o Stamp Act and the British government.

> ¥ii Themerchants formed a "non-importation agreement”. aacordmg to-which they refused
- toimport goods from England as long as Stamp Act was alaw. -

- vii. The lawyers and merchants encouraged the mobs in opposmg the stamp act. A young
" Virginian lawyer by name Patrick Henry made himself famotls in American hrstory by
his provocalive speechin Vlrgrman Assembly. In that speech he quesnoned the nght'

of the Btitish Parliament to ax the people of Vi Virginia. '



viii.  Finally, representatives of nine colonies held a Stamp Act Congress at New York, This
Congress passed a resolution stating that the British Parliament had no right to tax the
colonists without their consent,

The colonists found a battle-cry with which to' challenge the British rule - 'No Taxation without
Representation’. The colonists argued that the British Parliament had no right to tax them unless they sent
representatives to it. Distance prevented them sending representatives, and so their own assemblies only
could tax them. At the Stam Act Congress nine of the colonies united for the first time against the British.
Finally, the whole agitation showed up the weakness of the British rule in America.

In Britain the opinion was divided. The king, George 111, was strongly against the Amencans Many
politicians, and notably two of the ablest of them William Pit and Edmund Burke supported the cause of the

~ colonists.

In the end of the Stamp Act was repealed due to the mﬂuence of the British merchants whose trade
~was killed by the "non-importation agreement”. But the British introduced another act known Declaratory
Act", declaring that Britain had every right 1o tax the colonists. To the Americans it seemed that they had
successfully defied British authority. Such a feeling led them later to further defiance; and in the end to a
- demand for independence. Yet in 1765 few Arnericans wanted independence. The agitation ceased. The
wound seemed to have closed.

Charles Townshend's measures

The House of Commons in the year 1767 compelled the British government to reduce the land tax.
Charles Townshend, Chancellof of the Exchequer, decided to make up of the deficit by taxing the Americans.
So he introduced a new series of customs duties on paper, paints, glass and tea. Having imposed these -
duties Townshend died. Once again there were riots, furious speeches, pamphlets and once again
implemented non-importation agreement’. The British government made renewed efforts to stop smuggling
and the British garrison in Boston was strengthened. Most of the colonists were on the side of the colonies.
In 1769 a mob in Rhode Island burnt the British revenue ship "Liberty”. 'lhus Charle Townshend fanned
the flames of hostility. S

‘Lord North's responsibility

The year 1770 was a very crucial year. Lord North became lhe Prime Minister of England and Georgc
I was the king. He repealed all of Townshend's duties except that on tea. In America the so-called "Boston
* Massacre" occurred during this period, i.e; in 1770. The British soldiers in Boston were the victims of all
manner of insults. Tempers soon frayed and incidents were frequent. One of these started with a brawl
outside the customs-house. Soldier fired on a crowd, three citizens of Boston were killed the five injured.
The revolutionary agitators saw a splendid opportunity in this incident to rouse the feelings of the people.
They gave wide propaganda to the incident in the newspapers under the caption of “Boston Massacre”, Yet
" from 1770 to 1773 the situation seemed to be growing less dangerous. It wasEord North's Tea Act of 1 773
that provoked the crisis which led directly to revolution and war.

The East India Company, the chief importers of tea to Britain, found themse}ves with huge stock of
teac on their hands in 1773. Most of the tea drunk in the colonies was smuggled tea. To enable the East India
Company to sell their tea in America, Lord North introduced the act permitting them to take it direct to the
colonies in their own ships and-sell it direct to the American shop-keepers. This would reduce the price of
the tea and even make it cheaper than the smuggled tea. It would, infact, have benefited the colonists. Buf
the American merchants, who made profits out of smuggling, would have been hard hit, ‘Once again they
united with the radical and stirred up popular feeling against the new act and the East India Company s tea.



The tea ships arrived, but none would buy it. Boston was the centre of opposition to Britain. Here the
people would not allow the tea to land and the governor of Massachesetts would not allow the ships to go
out of harbour without unloading. It was at this stage inBoston, Samuel Adams and bis followers disguised
themselves as the Red Indians made entry into the East India Company ships and threw all the 348 chests
of tea into the water. This incident is popularly known as the famous "Boston Tea Party". This was the
immediate cause for the out break of the American revolution. Besides the “Boston Tea Party” there were
some more factors that paved the way for the revolution. _

The nature of the colonial administration

The colonial administration was very defective. The colonies were governed by the governors and
captains who were nominated by the British government. The colonies had then elected assemblies, but the -
governors were not responsible to them. This system resulted in the conflict between the two branches of
govemnment, i.e; the executive branch, represented by the governor and his officials, and the legislative
branch, represented by the elected colonial assemblies. This kind of defective system of government could
not obviously serve the interests of the colonists properly, and hence their resentment againstit,

~ Religious and temperamental dliferences

There were rellglous and temperamental differences between the American colonists and the people E
of the Motherland (Britain). While the colonists were puritans, the people of England had faith in the-
Church of England. The colonists were liberal of outlook and never influenced by tradition and customs.
The Englishmen were on the other hand very much fond of old customs, traditions and institutions. Above
all the long distance between the two countries and lack of proper means-of cammunication weakened the
ties between England and her colonies in America. Hence the British government coiild not exercise an
effective control over them Under these circumstances, there was no possibility of any compromise between
the two and a conflict was inevitable. |

Self-sufﬁmency

Another factor was the gradual attainments of self-sufficiency by the people of the colonies. In the
beginning, the colonists were dependent on England for the articles of daily use. But as the time passed on, .
they took various steps to improve agriculture and industry, By producing all the articles of daily use in the
colonies, the colonists soon became self-sufficient and self-reliant. They were no longer dependent on
" - England and were.not eager to maintain any contacts with the mother country. Hence they tned to seek more
-autonomy and freedom. :

Removal of French threat

Though the English imposed various political and economic restnchon upon the colomes Lhe latter
remained loyal to the mother country as long as there was a threat of French-invasion of the colonies and
Britain offered protection agamst such invasion. However, the conquest of Canada by the English after the
Seven Year's War (1756 - 1763) removed any such threat to the colonies from the Fiench, and the colonies no
longer stood in the need of the help of the mother-country for theit defence. They, infact, felt it useless to
stick to the mother country and hence started their struggle for independence. A Frénch writer rightly
remarked,.”England will soon repent of having removed the only check (by conquenng Canada from the
French) thgt could keep her colonies in nwe". - . .

Course of the revolution

The “Boston TeacParty ", as stated earher precxpxtatgd the crisis. The British govemment took firm
action and passed the Boston PortAct accordmg to which the port was closed. Meetmgs were forbidden.
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The closing of the port of meant unemployment. In 1774 a meeting was held in Philadelphia (in New Jerssey)
called the First Continental Congress and all the colonies except Georgia sent delegates. The Congress
adopted an agreement against importing British goods. It also agreed not to export goods to Britain. The -
Congress drew up a Declaration of Rights and asserted that the British parliament had no right to tax the

- colonies without their content. It condemned the laws passed by the British government and sent-a petition
wherein itdemanded repeal of all the acts passed by the British parliament since 1765. The Bnnsh refused
and thus started the revolution in 1775.

_ The first shots were fired in Lexington by the British and the first fighting oceurred at Concord. In

1775 the Second Continental Congress roet at Philadelphia and it made George Washington as the
commander-in-chief of the colonial forces. In 1776 the Congress issued the Declaration of Independence
and it was drawn by Thomas Jefferson.

Several battles were fought between the colonists and the British but ultimately the British force
under the commiand of General Comwallis faced defeat in the battle of Yorktown in 1781. The war weat on
in name tilil 1783 and finally in the same year the peace treaty was concluded at Paris. By this Britain
recognised the independence of the 13colonies, and handed over to them all territory in America westwards
. to.the Mississippi, except Cansla which she kept and Florida which she returned to Spain. Thus the
Americans won their independence.’ ’

Causes for the suocess of the colonists

i The British government bad to conduct its campaigns from 3000 miles away. It took at |
leastthree Trhonths for a message and its-answer to cross the Atlantic. Thus the distance
reduced the strength and stamina of Britain. - :

ii. The area of fighting was large and the number of British troops small. Further the
‘British had little experience of war-fare in colonial conditions.

i Lord North's government was one of the most incompetent ones in the British hxstory }

iv. French, anxious for revenge for the loss of Canada, was hosule to Britain and eventually
Joined the colomsts Their navy played a very vital role in the battle of Yorktown.

v. The colonists discovered in George Washington one of the most outstanding leaders
' of the modern times. His uprightness and honesty were proverbial. Equally impressive
were his unselfish devotion and his courage in adversity. .

Sigmﬁcance of the American revolution

The American Revolution was an event of great importance notonly in the lnstory ot' USA and Great
Britain, but alsoin thehtstoq of the entire humanity.

1, ‘The American Revoluhon led to the emergence of anew mdependent state, namely the
United States ofAmenca. It gradually became one of the two most powerful countries
oftheworld,  ~

2. TheRevolution encomagedthespmtofnatwnalmm and patriotism in America as well
. as abroad. Jt recognised the rights of the people to revolt agamst their autocrafic
rulers and regain their freedom.

. 3. The American Revolution, by establishing democracy in USA, gave inspiration to the |
- other countries to follow the example of USA. After the revolution, the Americans
- adopted a demoeranc formm of government, based on the principles of liberty, cqualuy




ii.

iii.

and fraternity, instead of the monarchical form of govemment. The Declaration of
Independence of 1776 not only recognised that sovereignty not only resides in the _
people, but also emphasised the fact that the people can orgamse the government to
safeguard their rights.

The American Revolution is also significant for the fact that it resulted not only in the

creation of the first specimen of a written constitution, but also in the foundation of the
first federation in the world. Many other countries of the world took inspiration from

~ this American example and come to have written constitutions.

Further, the 13 colonies united together to form a federation. It was the first
Federal Republic in the world. It was anovel political experiment, which also proved to

- bea success despite of many setbacks. The 13 units recognised a central authority

(federal government) for common interests, but retained considerable local autonomy.

Due loit success, many modern democratic countries, such as Canada, Australia, India,
" elc; had followed the American example, and adopted federal form of government, of

course, with certain variations to suit their own requirements.

The success of the Americans in bringing about arevolution and eslabhshmg democracy
greatly inspired many people in the world. :

It became a source of inspiration to the colonies in Latin America, who began lo fight

- for their independence from their mother-countries.

Encouraged by the defeat of Britain in America, the Irish people launched a struggle
for the legislative independence of their own country and ultimately succeeded in
getting the same: :

The success of the Americans had its effect on England also. The personal rule of
George I1I was brought o an end, and the party system and the Cabznet form of
government were strengthened.

The success of the Americans also inspired the French people. Though French had

helped the colonists against the British mainty for political purposes, the French people
indirectly benefited from this participation in the revolution: The Frenchi§oldiers who

- had participated.in the revolution began to feel that if they could help others to win

freedom, there was no reason why they could not free themselves from the oppressive
rule of their own "degenerate and corrupt monarchs. They were very much impressed by
the principles of equality, liberty and fraternity of the American Revolution. When
they came back to France, they began to preach the same principles ini France. These
ideas revoluhomsed the minds of the Frénch people and brougtit the French Revoluuon
nearer.

- The American Revolution had its unpact on Eng]and in many away. In the first place

it brought. commercial loss 1o the British. The 13 colonies served as market for the

- firiished goods of England, and provxded different kinds of raw materials. The loss of
the colonies, therefore proved qujte harmful for the commerclal and industrial
- development of England. ~ .

In the second place it necessisated certain changes in the colonial policies. and
practzces of the British. The English were now forced to grant more responsible
govemment to their colonies in other countries so that she Imght not lose lhem, ex.



Canada, Australia, New Zedland and later India. Thus the British Colonies passed from
one stage to another, i.¢; from the mercantile or monopoly stage to free tradmg stage

Assessment ..

The struggle between the British colonies in America and the motherland has come to be known the
American Revolution or the American war-of independence, which began in 1775 and ended in 1783,
resulting in the defeat of the British and the establishment of the United States of America. It was a great
land-mark in'the history of the world andproduced very important and far-reaching effects on the subsequent
history of the human race. Several factors and forces paved the way for the out break of the revolution.

i.  The economic exploitation of the colonies by the British. The English thought that the

colonies existed for the mother country and hence various restrictions were imposed

: on the colonies' trade (both imports and exports) as well as industries. The Navigation
- Aots were the best example to illustrate it. :

fi. ‘The defective colomial administration.

ii. The colonial people strongly opposed the British:claim to the right to legwlate for tax
them. Fmﬂnﬂr. the colonists had no representation in ithe parliament. The British
parliament passed Molasses Act, Sugar Act, Stamp Act, etc. The last one createda

* stormy atmosphere and also paved the way for the agitative slmgan ’Iike "No taxation
without representation”.

iv. Theother cause was the religiousand rempermneutaldﬂﬁfmnccsheeween‘me American
colonists and Britain. - -

v.  The gradual attainment of self-suffi czency by the people of the colonists also precipitate
the matter.

vi. The other factor was the removal of the threat from the French. ’Ihough-the English
imposed various political and economic restrictions upon the colonies, the latter
remained loyal to the mother country as long as there was the French threat to the
colonies and Britain offered protection against the French threat. The French threat
was removed by 1763, and the colonists no longer stood in the néed of the help of the
mothcr-countt;L.for—lhelr defence. Hence started their struggle for independence.

Vi The immediate cause of the American Revolution was the "Bosfon Tea Party”. Lord
North repealed all the i import duties 1mposed by Townshend, except the one on tea. As
usual there was a popular opposition to this move and the leaders in the colonies tried

 to-prevent unloading of tea from the ships of the East India Company in the colonial
" ports in general and that of Boston in particular. This created arevolutionary atmosphere
and the provocat.lve acts of the British started the war of mdependcnce

Several Wars wefe fought during the course of the revolution. The Yark Town Battle fought in the
year 1781 dec1ded the fate of the British in the colonies. By 1783, according 1o the Peace of Paris the
British colonial Supremacy over the 13 states came to an end. So the United States of America came into
existence. -

' Slgmﬁcance of the Revoluhon -

~The Amcncan Revolution was an event of great xmportance not only in the history of USA and Great
Bntam, but also in the higtory of the entire humznity. Ithad far-rcachmg conscquences
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i. . The success of the Americans became a source of inspiration fo the coloniesin North

'America, who began to fight for their independence from their mother-countries. It

. also gave inspiration to the French and Irish people to rebeﬂ against the tyrannical
monarchy and-colonical oppression.

-ii.  Itcreated anew independent state, namely the United States of America.

iii. ‘The American Revolution, by establishing democracy in USA, gave inspiration to the
other countries to follow the example of USA. The Declaration of Independence of
1776 1aid great stress on the basic principles of democracy, i.e; liberty, equality and
fraternity. Tt also recognised that sovereignty resides in the people. It also emphasised
the fact that the people can organise the government to safeguard their rights. '

iv. " Itis also significant for the fact that it resulted not only in the creation of the first
specimen of a written constitution, but also in the foundation of the ﬁrst Federal Republic
in the world. '

v. The Amefican Revolution necessitated certain changes in the colonial policies and_ :
practices of the British. It saw the end of mercantilism or monapoly trade and
inaugurated a new phase of free trade.

Questions
Comment on the following statements in about 200 words.

"At the news of the-declaration of the independence crowds gathered to cheer, fired
guns and canons and ring church bells in Philadelphia, Boston and other places but
there were many people in America who did not rejoice”. -

| 1988

(The people of New England and Georgia expressed sympathy to the Bﬁtish.) -
*The American War of Independence transformed Burope as well as America”.
' 1990

' s
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The American Civil War
(1861 1865) T

The most important event that dominated the history of the United States in the second quarter of

the 19th century was the Civil War. It was described by Prof. C.P. Hill, "the central crisis in the history of
 United States”. Many held the view that the Civil war was begun in order to get rid of slavery; that the north
was deliberately trying to free the millions of black slaves owned by the south, and that the lattef was
trying to stop themdoing it; that this explains the outbreak of the Civile war. This view is false. The truthis -

more complicated.

The Civil War was a conflict between the two parts of the United States of America. In which very
different ways of 1iving had develbped. The northemers followed one set of ideals whereas the the sothemers
the opposite. These two sets of ideals were contrary to each other. A detailed study of these differences will
enable us to know the factors that were responsible for the outbreak of the Civil war in 1861.

' Divergeht économic interests of the North and
the South and the rise of sectionalism
One of the fundamental facts that dominated the 19th century history of America was the divergent a

economic interests which the different sections of the country came to develop. This tendency was evident
~ ever since the foundation of the republic.

North . - | .

The area generally known as North included in 1850 New England, New York, New Jersey, Pennsyl-
- vania, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Jowa and Wisconsin.

i 'IheNorth was the mdustnal area of the USA. By 1840 there were 1200 cotton mdustnes

i, Wealth carned withiit pollncal power, and the Whig party was largely controlled by the
rich men of the north. But neither the political power nior the gulf between the rich and -
the poor affected the fact that the North was democraxu:m its ideals and in many of its
ways of life.

i - Perhapsthe most stnkmg fact about the North in-the mlddle of the 19th oentury was its
progres' -

f&‘wpulanon increased.
“Iis advance in mdusny and trade was impressive.




........

Amenca s chief deposrts of coal and ifon are m the Northem states

““The protectwe ianﬁr gave the northem manufacturers the change of captunng e
the ever-growing home market.
N ."_ The razl~roadr enabled them to sent therr goods throughout lhe, states The o
"Norihin 1830 was full of a vigorous and optimistic economic hfe and vrsrtors noticed L
the energy and actrvrty of 1ts mhabrtants

" In ediicaii
located m the North In lueralure the North was supremc

v The Northem states were mostly engaged in manufacture, and so therr great concern
was 1o how to promote and protect their growing industries. They wanted to open up
- markets for their manufactured goods anda hlgh tartff to protect them from forefgn

_' _compemzon

-. v. - ‘The dependency of the south upon cotton was in the long run dtsastrous ng cotton :
_ brought ruin upon his subjects. :

* Its continuous growth weakened the soil.

“The cultivation of cotton the price of slaves rose rapidly thus manufactured
goods.came either from England or from the northern states.

Something more detrimental to the south was the costly system through which
it purchased her mariufacturing commodities. Between the:south afid Burope there”
' Wwas little direct trade. A large proportion of the southem cottori Was-shipped to New -
York and from there to Burope. The European manufactured goods and other imports
. Were first, brought to the northern ports and then distributed in the south through the -
costwise trade. This aroused resentment among the southerns since it mvolved h:gher
transaction costs and added commissions to the middlemen. R

.. Besides, the-proﬁts of the cotton planters depended upon their abilityto use.the
. fertile new soil every few years. This wasteful had carried them westward until they had
. began to draw near the natural limit of cotton production. Beyond this the land is and
and unfit for cotton growing. :

vi.  Difference between the north and south showed itself in many ways. In companson .
* with the north the south was backward. Its rail roads were fewer, and its roads weré far
poorer. Its. average standard of living was appulingly lowe. Tts people were mostly
-lliterates. Lack of education helped to make them disorderly and narrow minded: One
. of the worst results of slavery was that it demoralised the Whites. It made all Whites~
*_ despise.manual labour which they thought it to be the work of the Negros.
Vii: .- The Southem planters, with their aristocratic outlook, could have no sympathy-with the
. capitalists of the north. They dominated the southern society, & society in which thiere
were many poor Whites than slave-owners. Yet the whole sectron was united in defegce
of its “peculiar instifiition” - slaVery Sectional feellng ri higher in tﬁe South tﬁan m"-
.theNerth. .-

“Thus the clash ‘between the plantatwn economy and the .rising capttallst economy Was the root
causé of the Civil War of 1861 -
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Slavery question and the secuonal clash
s Slavery was the basic feature of life in the Southern state. They called 1l her pecuhar institution” -
. peculiar in the sense that it did not exist in the North

L Mot of the manual labour in the South was done by slaves. Beszdes aman's wealth and hzs position
7 in the society was )udged by the rumber of slaves he owned. Able bod:ed slaves were chleﬂy employed in
" the plantations. Slave women did the house work.

The Industnal revohmon and _lhe developmem of cotton culnvanon had its eﬂ'ect on the slavery
- " bounds and thereby created a great demand for cotton. thmey s invention of cotion Jin further enhanced
' -jf the importance of cotton. Thus the cultivation of cotton received greal impetus in the Southemn states.

The cotton cultivation was done with the help of gangs of slaves. Thus the slave ‘population of the
- South was mcncased rapidly. Thus to the Southern planters slaves became economically indispensable
- and provided an easy solution tothe labour problem. Slavery became a commercial asset too valuable tobe
. ever willingly surrendered. Thus the Southern states were bound together. by strong economic ties and
were solidly arrayed against the growing anti-slavery sentiment of the North, :

: The divergence of attitude towards slavery did not become quite acute until the rise of the
" Abolishionist Movements and Societies for its abolishion had been on the increase since 1815. Northerners
began at attack slavery in more m:htanl terms. ' ~

The first achievement came in 1808, when the legal import oj the slaves 1o the USA ceased.

Next, atlcmpts weremade 10 get individual slaves freed and sent back to-South Africa. Such schemes
were not highly successful, mainly because the Negros conside red themselves Americans and did not wan
" to be shipped back 1o the African wilderness.

The next land-mark in the abolishionist movement came in 1831, when William Lioyad Garrison of
~ Boston, the founder of a paper entitled ”L:berator denounced the co'nstituﬁon which recognised the
msutuhon of slavery. .

I 1833, the year of abolishion of the slavery in the British empire, lhe Amencan Amx-SlaVery '
Society was founded. This movement grew steadily in the North. New England, especially Boston, was
one of the centres of this movement. Most of them were members of different Protestant cliurches, and the
whole movement was premeated with a spirit of religious idealism. Some of themrefused to participate in

 ordinary political activity under the constitution on the gromd that by. assoc:atmg with the Southern states,
the north would become sinful.

From the point of view of the Southerners, the Abolishionist Movement was an unwarrantable
interference with the South's “peculiar institution”. Slave owners become indignant at being described as
criminals and failed torealise that only a small number of Northeners actually supported the Abolishionists.

- Another, even more potent, cause for southern indignation was their fear that Abolishionist
propaganda might reach the slaves and lead to their revolt. Further, the westwards expansion gave a new
dimeation to the problemof slave.ry .

Impact of: the wostward expansion on the questlon of slavery

o _The economic aspect of the slavery question was complicated by the polmcal cons:dzranons o
. smg out of the steady westward expansion of the Americans. Wil the settlement of the new ferritories in
- w‘esl, thie quesnon arose. whether they should be admitted int3 the Union as "slave” states or "free”

»
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states. The:North feared that the extension of slavery to new territories Would enable the slave holding"
states, by virtue of numerical superiority, to control the government and run it to suit their own interests.
Hence whenever a new state applied for admission, the North claimed it as a free state while the: South
demanded that it should be admllted asa slave state. As nelther side was prepamd to give away.on the issue.
of slavery, the problem was for a time sought to be solved by compromise, generally by the estabhshment :
of a balance between the slave and free states.

The Mlssorz Compromtse of 1 820 is an mstance in point. In that, Mlssoun a part of lhe Lomsxana_ _
purchase apphed for admission into the Union as a slave state. As Missouri lay mta'way between the North
and Soiith, a bifter dispute arose whether it should be admitted as a. slave state or not, After a prolonged
controversy a compromise known as the Missouri Compromise was arrived at. Tt was agreed that Missouri
would be admitted as a slave state, but the further states, formed out of land west of Mrssrsstppl river and
lying to the north of 30 degree parallel of latitude, should count as free. The compromlse was to lasl little
over thirty years.

Texas and California problem

: When the anu-slavery movement-was going on, there developed certain startling mc1dents ‘The
Missouri Compromise was reopened whenever anew territory was formed and sought admission into the
* Union: Thus when Texas applied for admission as a slave state, there was astormof protest fromthe North,,
and even secession from the Union was threatened. Ultimately in 1848 itwas admmed asa slave state into
the Union.

But the struggle was keenest over California, the most coveted of the ‘acquisitions from Mexico.
After the discovery of gold there, California became Mecca of some thousands of adventurers, mostly gold-
> diggers and fortune-hunters. These men scorned the idea of working side by side with slaves and had i
1850 drawn up a constitution for themselves, which excluded slavery.

The Southerners headed by Calhoun, regarded this conduct as highly impertisient and strongly
resisted the admission of California as a free state. In the end-a compromise was agreed to chiefly through
the efforts of Henry Clay; the architect of the Missouri Compromise of 1850. By it Cah'foiriia was 10 be
admitted as a free state, but in the rest of the Mexican section the people themselves wers {o'be allowed to
organise their territory with or without slavery. As a spemal concession to the SonHyamterests d drastic
Figutive Act was passed, to facilitate the recovery of running away slaves. Clay's Seitlement did not touch
the main point at issue and shared the fate of all compromises which ignored the eppasiag prmc1ples on
which the conflict is based. It applied a local and did not provide a permanent cure.

1t should be noted here that the slavery question was very closely connected with the question of
the control of the government, Up to1850 there was a numer.cal balance between the slave states and free
" states. Cdl lfomla would turn the balance in favour of free states. H1ther to each group had ﬁfteen mcmbers
feared the dxctatorsh1p of the North, Hence the Southern states were prepared tobeak away from the Union
rather than bullied into submission. They held that this right of secession was part of the State Rights which
they had not surrendered by the terms of the Union.

Towards the crisis

_ The Fugitive Act created endless problems and thereby fanned the flames of friction. Thé Northeners

instead of helping to.recovere runaway slaves often rescued them from their pursuers: The South
bitterly resented this and bittemess was increas ed on both the sides bythe publication of Mrs. H.B. Stowe's :
book, viz; "Uncle Tom's Cabin". She gave in her book most vivid and moving account of slavery and the -

14 *
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| bookhadgreatmﬂuexwemlheNonh, mbmkmdmmmmymmgwmmepohncaxcampmgnmw
- apopular crusade.
The Nosthners argued that the slavery was immoral and unjust Itwasa oonlrarhcuon of the free and
democratic 1deals for which USA stood. In the Declaration oj Independence it was stated that, "all men are
‘cared egual”.
The Sou(h's most effective answer to this is that all their capital was invested in slaves. 'Ihey argued

that the slavery was the only means of getting the lazy Negro race to work and the only. way of civilizing
“them, ’Ihey even stated that the workers working in the Northem industries were in no way better than

slaves. They branded them as White slaves. ‘

The Kansas and Nebraska disputes

The sectional feeling ran high over the question of slavery in the newly created states in the western -
lands viz; Kansas and Nebraska. As all this area lay north to the line 35 degree, it should by the Missouri
Compromise be “free” territory. But Stephen Doughlas, senator of linois, ambitious to be the President and
desiring the Southern votes, therefore proposed to repeal the Missouri Compromise. The Congress, by the
. efforts of Doughlas, passed the Kansas-Nebraska Act in 1854, Its terms were simple. It recommended the

creation of the two new states, Kansas and Nebraska; and if was left o the settlers of the new statesto -

_ decide whether they would have slavery or not. The idea behind this second clause was given the name of
"popular sovereignty”. This apparantly fair act was disastrous because of the vast number of Americans
" who did not want any further extension of slavery in the west.

Nebraska was unfit for slaves and the Southerners made no attenopt to gain it. They cast their eyes
 onKansas. Slave owners came in from Missouri and other slave states started to settle therein. At the same -
~ lime the Northern Abolishionists formed companies to finance the settlement of Northerners in Kansas.
Both parties established territorial governments and asked for the approval of the Congress. Each side
made armed raids on the other's property. Murders and even massacres were not infrequent. The "Kansas
War” which lasted for several years, was a preliminary to the Civil War. Gradually the Northerners out -
pumbered the Southemers. In 1861 Kansas joined the Union as a free state. This was too much for the
Swthemm to swa]low it and the Civil War was brought perceptibly nearer.

Dred Seot a.ffalr -
,' Eaﬂym 1857 the Supreme court published its declsmnmtheDredScotcase Dred Scot was aNegro :
Tromthe slave state of Missouri whom his master had taken with him, first to the free state of Illinois and then
fe shmmtoty northof 3 degree where the Missouri Compromise had forbidden slavery. Scot claimed his
-~ freedom onthegmmd that he had twice been taken on to a free state. The Supre Court under the chief
) justice Rﬁge: B. Taney (a southemer) dec:ded the case agamst ScoL The Judgemmt mcludes the followmg
fass.
i No Negfb should be the citizen of USA, .
4L The slaves were the property of the owners and the Congress had no nght to deane
_citizéns oﬂhhrpmpmy
'Ihmudgammmntthatthel\ﬁssomCompromewas null andvoxd anditsuggesied
; iad all United States territories were open to slavery. It was felt as asevere blowin the
Nosth, mdmeﬁng&ofmo:estwmhddthrmgbauﬂnNonhemstam
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 The impact of the Kansas-Nebraska Act
and the Dred Scot decision

The immediate result of the Kansas- Ncbraska Act was the formation of the New Republlcan Party.
Its programme was two-fold, viz; resistance to the extension of slavery and high tariff to protect home
industries.

These Republicans as well as Abolishionists were dumb founded by the Dred Scit decision Which-
was dangerous triumph for the South. Thus the feelings ran high in the North and in 1859 a certam John
Brown, a finatical abolishionist, seized the government arsenal at Harper's Perry with the object of a anmng

death evoked sympathy in the North and created alarm in the South.

The Republicans were enabled, at this time, to secure the election Of their own candzdate Abraham:
Lincoln, as President. The answer of the south to the election of a black Republican as President was
secession. South Carolina, Albama, Florida, M1ss1ss1pp1 Louisiana, Texas and Georgia seceeded from the
Union in 1861. These seceeding states formed anew Union with the title of "Coiy'ederate States ofAmenca"
choose Jaﬁ‘erson David as their President, and adopted a new flag. They drew up a constitution similar to
that of the United States and recognised the principle of state sovereignty- which carried with it the right of
a state to suceed. They also recognised slavery as part of the constitution and forbade progtective tariffs.

Abraham Lincoln, the President elect, in his inaugural speech refused to recognise separation-of the

. Southern states. He said to permit secessation was to dckriowledge the failure of the whole American

- federal experiment. It was over this question of separation the Civil War of 1861 - 65 was fought. Thus the

immediate cause of the-war was not simply the question whether slavery should or should not exist,-

- although the question was also decided. More vital was the questlon under the consntuuon sucession was
permissible or not. :

Many efforts were made to forge compromise, but they were failed. The Confederate States of the
South began the war by the bombardment of fort Sumpter. During the first stage of the war success was on
the whole with the South. So stubborn was the resistence of the Southern States that Lincoln determined to
proclaim the emancipation of all slaves held by the states at war wﬂh the Union. This he did as a war
. measure. Lincoln made his position clear when he states :

“If I could save the Union without freeing any slave I would do it, If I could do
it by freeing all the slaves Iwould do it, and if I could do save it by freemg some and
leaving others alone, I would also do that",

Thus the object of Lincoln was to save the Union and not to save or destmy
slavery.

* The year 1863 promised tlobe aturning point of the le War. The capture of New Orleans by the
North followed by the capture of Vicksburg gave the North the command of the Mississippi. The result
was that the Confederate States were cut up into two sections and that weakened them considerably. The
batle of Gettysburg fought in the year 1863 was the decisive event of the war. By this the South was
exhausted by the war. Ultimately the South collapsed in the year 1865. Thus the Civil War came to an end.
The Union was saved and the cause of slavery and secession was.doomed. '

‘Reconstruction of America aftei the Civil War

The period of fifty years which followed the Civil war was one of eJq)aﬁsioh and of rapid growth of
malerial prosperity. But in the beginning there existed hostility between the South and North. - -

the slaves so that they might rise in revolt against their masters. Brown was captured and executed Buthis. o
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Andrew Jackson who succeeded Lincoln sought to carry owt a policy of generous conciliation. But.
the victorious North was by no means concilialory in its altitude towards South and hence bitter quarrels
broke out between the Congress and the President which was dominated by the Republicans. The Congress
adopted two amendments (14th-and 15th) to the Constitution.

‘The first one accorded the rights of citizenship to the freed slaves.

The second one declared that franchise was not to be denied to any citizen of the United States, on
accoum of race, colour and previous condition of service.

The Reconsmwnon Act of 1867 - 68 provided that the Confederate States should be treated as
conquered provinces. They should be administered by military governors. They were 10 be admitted into
the Union only after they hadratified the 14th and 15th amendments.

- As some of the states withheld ratification, Congress proceeded to subject the South to Negro rule
under military protection. Governing bodies were filled by Negros and unscrupulous Northem agents
known, "Caipet-beggars”. This is known as "Black Terror”. =~

Grath]ly the Southerners adjusted themselves to the new conditions. ‘They broke up the b1g estates
- and adopted their cotton cultivation to a system of free labour. With the spread of industrialisation to the
- South they began to have their own manufactures and were thus freed from the economic dependence on
the North. Isolanon dlsappeared with the development of railways and with also disappeared economic
sectionalism =

Dev_elopmental activities
i. Growth. of material prosperity

" The westward expansion in the trans-stslppx region continued. Purther stimulation was given by
the dlsoovay of gold in the Colarado and of precious metals in the Rockies. To develop this newly opened- -

up region the Congress passed the Homestead Act in 1862. This act provided for a free gift of 160 acres of
land to any one who would work it and reside on it for five years.

The westward expansion necessitated development of means of communications. The railwgys
began to be expauded. The Great Trans-Continental Railway and the Union Pacific began in 1862 was
completed by 1869. There was a veritable mania for rail-road extension.

The occupation of the Trans-Mississippi region saw the end ofthe Red Indian monopoly over that
region. ‘

ii. Industrial development

_ During the Civil war, through the operation of war tariff and through the incentive of war pmﬁts

every form of industry in the Nerth advanced by leaps and bounds. As the-West developed and produced

more, it also consumed more, notably of the manufactured articles of the North. Under the stimulus of this

great domestic market, unrivalled in size, the Umted States by the early nineties became the largest
manufacturing couptry in the world,

‘The scientific inventions and the. hzgh tanﬁleg:slatwn policy followed by lhe Repubhcan govcmmem
gave further stimulation for the development of industry. As atesult great industrial cities sprang up in the
west. Thus Plttsbm‘gbecamc the centre of iron and steel manufacturing, Chicago of meat-pachng and other‘
industries and Little Jater Detroit for motor industry.

] Growth of big industries and trusts

. The industrial development brought in its train many new problems The capltahsts began to com-
ine lhexr wealth $O as. to oonduct tusiness on a large scale and under one management. Thus the "Big
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business” grew up, and under the stress of competition the smaller concerns succumbed. These big
corporatlons at ﬁrst battled w1th their rivals for supremacy. Next they cametoa mutual underslandmg and
were followed by increased prices. This led to strong agrtatron against the trusts and attempts were made to
adjust them to government control and even to dissolve them. ‘ .

Labour problems

When capital began to combine, labour also began to organise. Trade unions were established with
the object of providing improved conditions. These unions in turn federated into such big organisations
like American Federation of Labour. The struggle between the capital and labour brought serious strikes.
As amuitter of fact, the adjustment of the relations between labour and capital constitute the greatest single
problem now facing the United States. :

| Irnmrgration problem

) _menca was the chosen land of migration. The wealth and the comparative political freedom that
exrsted n the United States attracted the settlers of all kinds. When the Civil War came to 3 close streams of
* immigration from Burope began to flood the eastern shores of Amefica. . :

The later immigrants' intelligence and cultural qualities were lower than those of the prevrous com-
ers. They were ignorant and were willing to work for low wages. Their standard of living was low. Under
these circumstances the Congress was forced to pass laws to regulate immigration, Thus convicts, lunatics,
paupers, illiterates, anarchists; etc; were prohibited to migrate to America. A fixed quota of immigrants that
the USA would accept from each country had been fixed.

le War S nnpact upon the foreign policy of USA

" 'The Civil War had consolidated the Union arid the consciousness of the national unity. The USA
followed assertive foreign policy, and tried to improve her position and dignity in the international affairs.
She gradually abandoned her old policy of isolation from world politics. She enforced the Manroe Doctnne '
and even enlarged its scope.

(i) Manroe Doctrine and F’r'ri’nce

The Manroe doctrine states that America would not interfere in the-affairs of Europe. Slmrlarly the
Buropean powers were not permitted to colonise the American continents (western hemisphere). In a word
it proclaimed the principle of "America for the Americans”. It was thus a hint to pan-Americanism and the
forerunner of unrivalled imperialism. : :

The Mexican adventure of Napoleon 11l of France afforded an opportumty for asserting the Manroe
Doctrine. Taking advantage of America’s preoccupation in the Civil War, Napoleon I1I, in coritravention of
Manroe Doctrine, conquered Mexico. After the Civil War America ordered the French fo.Quit Mexico and
-Napoleonlmad to withdraw his troops from Mexico. It is evident from this thaf USA by using the Manroe
Doctrine, e)qlelled French from Mexico and thereby Mexico came under the mﬂuence of USA

ii) Amerfca and Great Britain

) Durmg Clcveland‘s second termof Presrdentral ofﬁce 1893 9’7 the forexgn polrcy of Ammoa became
more vigorous. He seized the opportunity of a boundary dispute between Britain and Venezuela to enlarge
the Manroe Doctrine and to challenge Britain's position on the Caribbean Sea. Cleveland offered the media-
tion of the USA declaring that the "United States was paramount on the American continient”, and as such

18
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was enlilled to intervene. He announced that he would appoint a commission of enquiry and enforce its
decisions even at the risk of war. The British government consented to the arbitration which, however, gave
" Britain most of the territory in dispute. Thus by an elastic extension of the Manroe doctrme the USA
secured the recognition of her position as the guardian of the Latin States of South America. This was the
., last grave dispute between the USA and Great Britain.

(iii) Amenca and Spain -

) " The vigorous foreign policy of USA soon developed into imperialism. USA not content with the
- colonisation of her own wide territories acquired from Mexico, began to look farther for overseas
dependenaes

. The Cuban rebellion gave an excellent opportunity for Amcnca toexploit. Cuba was the sole relic of
~ the magnificient empire of of Spain in America. The Spanish misrule was the cause of rebellion in Cuba, The
savage method of repression employed by the spanish army lo curb the rebellion roused the feelings ¢ of the
Americans against Spam Besides, the inability of Spain to restore order caused serious loss to American
trade, and brought ruin upon many capitalists who had invested largely in the Cuban‘mdusma;, atters..
came to a serious crisis in 1898 when the "Maine”, a United States battle-ship was blown up in the Havana
harbour. The Americans aitributed it to Spanish agency and clamotired for war. Congress and Pi'ﬁndent
Mackinley passed resolutions declaring that Spain should grant mdependence to'Cuba. This' xfahrrally '
provoked Spain and declared war against USA. Thus the Spanish-American war became aredify,

’  Thenaval supenonty of USA brought the war to a speedy conclusion. Spam was defeated and the
Peace of Paris was concluded in 1898, According to this Spain ceded to the United States the isiand of
* Porto Rico in the West Indies and Philippines in the Far East, receiving monetary compensanon fbr the
latter. Cuba was declared to be an independent state under American protection.

T TThe Spanish-American war opened a new stage in the history of USA. It marked the deﬁnire
beginning of the American imperialism. By the occupation of Porto Rico, converting Cuba as her prolectorate
and by establishing her contfol over the Philippine islands, USA became apower in the West Indies and Far
East. In a word she stepped outside the affairs of the westem hemisphere and assumed the role of world
power with dependencies and subject races to care for. In a way the Civil War which consohdate& the :
Union and roused the national consciousness was responsible for all t.hese achlevements R

Assessment

One of the important events that witnessed the 19th century history of United States.of Afierica
was the civil war that was fought between the northern and southern states. This was described-by Prof.
C.P. Hill, "the central crisis in the history of Unisted States" Several faclors were mponmble for the

- outbreak of the civil war. - .

i Divergent economic interests of the North and South and the consequent rise of
sectionalism.

ii. Slaveryasa "peculiar institution” of the south.
-~ iil. Abolishionist movements and societies. .. ...

? iv, _'Impact of the westwards expansion : The westward expansmnorthe ’Mamfest Destiny
- istebackboneof thé history of United States. With the settlement of thie new territiiies

m the west, the question arose, whether they should be admitted into @g Uﬁﬁ RE
“slave” states or "free" states. This created very often teitsions belwed the Nofihners

and Southners, and created several problems Some of them are as: foﬂdws‘
i Mlssoun Compromise of 1820. '
i Texesand California problem.
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i Missouri C_omprbmise of 1850.

iv.  The Figutive Act.

v.  The Kansas and Nebraska dispute.
Dred Scot affair.

vii.  Towards the crisis: The Republicans made their candidate Abraham Lincoln as President. -
The answer of the south to the election of a black Republican as President was secession.
Further, the Southners made Jafferson Davis as their President. Many efforts were
made to gorge compromise. But in vain and the civil war brokeout. The turning point in
the war was the. battle of Gettysburg fought in the year 1863. By this the South was
exhausted and collapsed. Thus the civil war came to an end. The Umon was saved and

the cause of slavery and secession was doomed.

Reconstruction of America after the Civil war
The period of fifty years which followed the Civil War was one of expansion. During this period
several changes occurred in several fields. '

i.  Constitutional changes. Rights of citizenship were accorded to the freed slaves. Further,
franchisse was not denied to any citizen of the United States on account of race colour
and previous condition of service. ~

ii.  Growthof material prosperity. Trans-Mississippi, Colarado, Rokies regions were explored -
- and exploited. The Homestead Act was passed 10 develop agriculture.

il Industrial expansion.
iv.  Growth of big business and trusts.
v.  Labour and immigration problerhs.

s.

————— e

 Civil War's impact on the foreign policy of USA

The Civil war had consolidated the Union and developed the consciousness of the nahonal unity.
The USA abandoned her old policy of isolation from world politics and followed assertive forelgn policy.
This is very well reflected in her relations wlth various powers. —_—

1. Manroe Docttine and France. -
2. America and Great Britain,
3. America and Spain. '
In a way Civil War made USA very strong internally and externally.
Questions
1. Comment on the following statement in about 200 words.

"If I could save the Union without freeing any slave, I would do it, If I could saveitby -
fresing all the slaves, I would do it; and if I could save it by freeing some and leaving

-others alone, I would also do that". ' 1986.
2 Examiné: thei issues involved in the American C1v1l War Was it a contest between two
separate nations. = : : 1991

e -
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| Franklin D. Roosevelt - The New Deal-

FD. Roosevelt, the successor of Herbert Hoover (1929 - 1933), was the most popular President of
America. He was a Democrat. His personal qualities made him a particularly suitable candidate in the
middle of a depression. He possessed a remarkable charm of character. Very few American Presidents
have entered office with such a combination of personal qualities and popularity.

America experienced the “Great Depression” during the Presidency of Herbert Hoover: J¢ paralysed
the economy of USA. Created unemployment, gave set back to the industrial progress, shattered intemnal
and external trade and made life as an intolerable burden. Hoover tried in his'own way to remove the impact
of the depression. But he could not provide suitable solution to the problem. The burden of solving thie
problem of depression had fallen on the head and shoulder of ED, Roosevell. o

'l‘he New Deal

FD. Rooevelt in his inaugural address attacked the system that had broughl lhe USA to such a
plight, and pointed the way to recovery. “This nation asks for action, and action now". And action he took
immediately, This resulted in the introduction of anew policy of his own which is popularly known iheNew

. Deal policy. '

The "New Deal” is the name given to the great series of actions undertaken b'y Roosevelt's
administration fo lift the American people out of depression, and 1o lead them to a new future.

" These New Deal actions do not form one. carefully planned schemes. In 1933 the time was short and
the need urgent, so that many of the measures of Roossevelt were the steps taken in @ hurry with the
intention of dealing with immediate problems. There are three aims at the back of all these measures.

- 1. Relief was first : those millions of Americans Who were in desperale need of food and.
cashhad to be helped

ii. Recovery was the second: the govemment had to lead the country out of depression.

iii. Reformwas the third: glarmg wrongs had to be set nght in order that USA xmghl go
+ foPward to a new future.

Thus the relief, recovery and reform were Lhe three great aims of the New Deal policy of FD
Roosevelt. In pracnce they included a wide vanety of purposes.

ED. Roosevélt wanted to Lielp the poor - not only the poor people tbroughout the comtry but also.
poverty-striken industries and poverty-striken. regions. He wantedto affack the rich employers and ﬁnancwrs
andto help the workien to organise themselves into trade unions in order to bé able to bargaiii fairly with
their employm He wanted to safeguard democracy, government of the people by the peopte for the :
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people’ against the power of the rich. He wanted to help industry by giving loans to the bankrupt business
firms and by enabling the ordinary. American to buy more from the business firms. He wanted fo stop the
waste of America’s resources - her oil, land, etc; in order to keep them for Americans of the future.

The methods which Roosevelt used to put the New Deal into action were bold and skilful.

i. Hemadeitclear that it was his own personal policy. It was not the policy ofDemocratic

. - Party. '

~ ii.. Roosevell used to the utmost the full pawers which the constitution allowed him. No
previous American President ever wielded such great power in peace time.

iii. Hemade full-use of expert ¢ advisers. He collected round him a group of comparitively
- young men, college professors, éxperts in economics, finance and in other departments.

iv.  Roosevelt cleverly used his own genius for wnmmg popularity in order to gain popular
support for his policy. Examples of this were the '_’f ireside chats” and the White House
Press Conferences.

 Many able people of very varied opinions and intellect contributed much iri the iinplt_:nlbntation of
Roosevelt's New Deal. But Roosevelt's team changed substantially over the years, and so did the New -
Deal itself, so much so that it was become customary to talk of two “New Deals”, not cne. What has become -
the First New Deal lasted from 1933 to 1935 and concentrated'mainly on the immediate problems - of
restoring the banking system, providing the jobs for the unemployed, raising agricultural prices to the
farmers, setting industries on their féet once again, elc. .

The Second New Deal (1935 - 1938) br&ught more measures of lasting reform; involving heavy
expenditure and unbalanced budget, as well as the high taxation of the rich; and showed far less sympathy
to big business and more encouragement to such groups as trade unjons.

The change was neither so-clear cut nor so sudden as this simplified division may suggest, for lhe'
actions of the govemnment were numerous and complicated and took time into effect. The reasons forit
were obvious.

i.  The first was that the depression did not yield easily. The national income for 1934,
after almost two years of the New Deal, was only little more than half of the 1929
figure. There was still almost ten mlllxons unemployed. 'Ihus more radlcal action was
needed.

ii. 'Thebusinessmen had grown critical of various measures.in the New Deal and Roosevelt
- was by no means unwilling to take up their challenge.

iii. -Roosevelt was worried by the extremists who were winning popular support. One of
* them was Henry Long withhis "Share Our Wealth” movement, another less sinister but

- more appealing was Francis Town Shend with his‘pension plan for providing every
body over 60 years of age with $200 a month on condition that they did no-paid work

and spent the entire money in the USA within the month. The best way to undermine
quack’ rémedies for the depressmn was to make the genume ones effective. '

iv., Lastly, and perhaps the most unportant was that Roosevelt h‘ad not sansﬁed the trade -
' unions, as series of strikes in 1934 mdlcated ‘ '

All Lhwe tendencxes tended to prapel Roosevelt to the left after his ﬁrst two years in office, and thus -
p bnng moxp far-reaching reforms.
'Ihe main details of the New Deal as a whole may be summansed -as follows.




Relne! measures

The relzej part oj the New DeaI led to lhe estabhshment of a series of adrmmstranve agenaes
between 1933101935,

i The Civil Conservauon Corps

One of the worst features of the depression was that it threw some mt]hons young one out of work,
Under this scheme unemployed and unmarried men between the age of 18 and 25 were given the chance
of joining for six months government camps set up chiefly in mountairicor forest areas: There they: did
various jobs of benefit to the community; they-learnt forestry, built dams, fought forest fires, floods and
dust storms, constructed tracks and telephone lines through remote areas. Bach member was paid 308 a
month, of which 25$ had to be sent home to his family. The emp]oyem became anx1ous to take them,
because they had the required training in the camps.

ii. Social Security Act

The USA had, before 1933, no nafional scheme of unemployment, or health insurance, or old age
pensions; Germany-had old age pensions since 1889 and Britain. since 1909. One American state alone,
Wisconsia, had unemployment insurance scheme before 1935. So one of the most important of the New Deal ,
- laws was the Social Security Act of 1935. '

This act established a scheme of old age pensions, run by the Federal govemment, and paid for by
the contributions from both the employes and the employed. It created a plan of unemployment insurance.
Help was extended to the blind and the child health. The whole scheme aimed to provide social secunty for
millions of Americans. —

iii. The House Owners Loan Corporatlon

This gave assistance to some thousands of property owners and lending institutions. Thus ithelped
10 save the homes of some thousands of Americans from being sold up because of non-payment of loans
and morigages.

iv. Work Progress Administration of 1935

The most important relief agency of the New Beatwas the Works ProgressAdmmzstranon Under
this millions of poor men and women were employed on many jobs of value to the community and the
govemnment paid them wages enough to keep them alive. They were émployed to build dams, roads
airports, schools, hospitals, playgrounds and swimming pools.

. Musicians, actors, writers and artists were also provided work. This programme not only saved
some millions of people from wasting their time in idealness but also produced works of pertmianent Vali€ 1o -
- the USA..

The Fedcral govemmcnt gave cash relief to the poor throughout the country, as wcll as ass1stmg
local charjtable schem _ _

Thiese relief measures and agencies marked an unprocedentod Federal govemment‘s involvement
inlooking after the welfare of the peaple. The millions of Americans who benefited from them, especxally
the blacks and the other 'forgotten ones’, showeg their gratitude by: ltomsmg Roosevelt and by votmg in
favour of Democratic Party in the subsequent elections.

The relief policies of the New Deal also did puch to restore the confidence in the nation's ¢ political
: msmunons and to undercut the agitation growing since 1929, for the radical resolutions tohard times.



Critics of New Deal were correct, however, in observing that the relief measures did not go. far
enough. Bven at its peak, the Works Progress Administration failed to reach 7 million unemployed and
their families, and it paid extremely low wages. Unemployed people like the sick, the crippled, thc aged

»~ and the dependent depcndenl children, were left heavily upon the New Deal rehef measures.

Recovery programme
In this case also the administration of Roosevelt introduced & series agencies.
1. Agricultural Adjustment Administration
This agency primarily directed its attention to the American farmers. They had gained litfle from the

prosperity years. Besides, they had suffered in common with the rest of the people during the depression.
There difficulties weré many and they are as follows.

i The chief difficulty of them was the low price which most of the farm products were
 fetching. This low price was mainly the result of the fact that the farmers, unable to sell
their crops over-seas, were growing more than the American people could consume,

ii. Thedepressionmade their plight worse by making Americans able to pay still less for
farm produce.

_ Roosevelt's main object was to raise prices of the farm produce His government did other things to
help farmers. It lend them money to save them from being evicted from their farms. It helped those farmers
whose farms were on poorland to start in more fertile areas. But the only satisfactory cure of the farmer's ills
would be 1o make sure that they got a good price for their produce. For this Roosevelt passed many acts of
which the Agricultural Ad]ustment Administration was an important one.

This act encouraged co-operative marketing of some farm goods. Another unportant measure is that
for all the important products in which the American farmers had-lost some of their over-seas trade-for
example cotton, tobacco, rice, wheal, pigs, etc; - it devised a scheme for cutting down the amount grown
by the farmers. Reduction in production or supply, it was hoped, would increase market prices. Farmers -

-who cooperated received federal subsidies. Fortunately at this time disastrous droughts cut production in
the Great Plains and the government was able to limit the supply and raise farmprices by 50% in Roosevelt's
first texm. To this extent, it aided large commercial farmers in the regions unaffected by drought.

The Agricultural Adjustment Administration created hardships to tenants. It forced many of them .
- to cut down production by introducing acre-age-quota system. It also made the consumers to pay higher
prices for food and clothing. Many critics were appalled that the New Deal promoted agrzcultural scarcity
whm millions of people lacked adequate food and clothing.

:Nauonal Recovery Administration

It set up rules or codes to govern industries. These codes were usually-first drawn up by the -
indistries themselves and approved by this act. They abolished child labour, lowered: hours of work, fixed
a minirium wage and stopped unfair competition. All the employers who accepted were given the privilege
of d1sp1aymg a ‘Blue Eagle’ on their goods, and the government encouraged the pubhc to deal with firms
showmg the Blue Flag. -

-

This act alsoset guidelines for.pricing and productzon and guaranteed labour the rights of collecuve -
bargammg It should be noted here that after a quick start, the National Recovery Administration lost its
effechveness

. i. 'Ihe Union spokesmen complamed that the courts negated the labour guarantees.

d
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i  Progressivists protesied that monopolies were exempted from anti-t mst prosecunon _
ii., Small businessmen asserted that the codes favoured large corporations.

Thus by 1934 evasion of the codes was widespread, and the industrial recovery became slugglsh. In N
the 1935 the USA Supreme Coun declared that the National Recovery Admmxstranon as unconstitu-

tional.

iif. Public Works Administration

This organisation encouraged the building of public works of all Kinds like, dams, aerodroms, war-
ships, post-offices and various government offices. Millions of people were provided with work.

iv. Wagner Act of 1935 \
'This act compelled the employers to recognise the union to which the majority of their workmen

* belonged, and to bargain with it in any dispute over hours of work and wages. It alsoforbade the employers

tointerfere with their workmen's freedom to join unions.

v. Fair Labour Standard Act of 1938

It improved standards in many poorly-pand occupations by fixing lhe minimum hours of work and
maximum wages.

The New Deal gave immense encouragement to trade unionism. This resulted in the establishmerit
‘of the Congress of Industrial Organisation. In 1937 it had won strikes against two of the bi ggest Amencan
Corporalions, viz; General Motors and the United States Steel.
Reform measures

Several s1gmﬁcam reform measures were legislated as part of the New Deal and some of them are as
follows.
i. Federal Deposit Insurance Corp'orations

This measure insured the deposits in the banks and thus safeguarded depositors. This was started
with four billion dollars as security. -

. Banking Act of 1935 | —

By this act the'government control of the banks was estabhshed. This was done with the intention
of preventing fraud.
iif. Securities Act of 1933

This act attempted 10 stop the fonmmon of fraudulent companies. It ordered all companies to slate
the facts abeut thennelves clearly and acuralely on any prospects wlnch l.hey 1ssued to the pubhc
iv. Securiries Exchange Commission of 1934

Its main function was {0 stop all the dishonest and dubious practices in the stock-exchange

Rooseveld first task was to get the national financia workmg agam Hé did this by giving
the people conﬁr?gnce in the banks once more. Within a' week of entering office he gol the Congress to pass
the Emergency Banking Act giving him control over_ r the banks and power to reapen those which he-
considered solvens, He'convinced the people that all was well with the country's finances: Confidence was .
restored, Banks were reopened. People stirted depositing the money in the banks: He follewed up this
emergency action by the above referred important laws and agencies.




SRIRAM'S [

v. The Tennesse Valley Authority

During the First World War the governmant had built a dam on the Tennesse river fo prowde power
and 10 establish a nitrate factory. Twice Senator Norris of Nebraska presented schemes to the Congress to

use the dam for the benefit of the Tennesse valley. But Coolidge and-Hoover, then the Presidents of
. America, had vetoed:it. Roosevelt took up the scheme of Norris and in 1935 created the Tennessee Valley
Authority.

Through this agency the government undertook a great experiment in planning the. welfare of the '
whole Tennesse Valley which covers not less than seven states. It setup hydro-electric stations and sold
electricity direct to industry and farmers, at rates well below those charged by the private companies.

It undertook schemes of flood control, built navigation channels in the Tennesse river; helped to
stop soil erosion in the valley by planting trees. It also helped the farmers by developing new fertilisers and
built model villages.

Cheap electricity not only helped the farmers but also gave impetus to the industry. Thus this plan
brought a revolutionary change in the Tennesse valley.
vi. The National Resources Board
* This made a survey of the narural wealth of the country and tried to explon it.

| vii. Soil Conservation Act
This act pa1d attention to the problem of saving American soil from wastage caused by reckless
farmmg and draught. :

The results of the New_ Deal or
How much the New Deal achieved?

L. Some of the experiments clearly failed.

‘The National Recovery Administration which made rules to govern industries
was declared as unconstitutional by the Supreme Court.

IL Some of the measures were only partial successful.

i  Thelaws to help farmers, for example, improved the lot of farmers themselves. But t.hey
didn't imiprove the position of the agricultural labourers and share-croppers.

il. The banking reforms failed to yield the expected resuls.

iii. ~The labour laws encouraged strikes and thereby created bitter feelings between the.
. employers and the employed But they helped labour

iv.  The Public Works Programme, backed. by govemment spendmg, sumulated industry. |

But as the government spent less the industrial progress was also less. The American

- industry never worked at full capamty even before (e outbreak of thie second World.
War, .. y

v Roosevelt, through the Civil Conservatlon Corps, tned to solve the unemployment
. problem. He faced partial success in this directior. Evenin September 1940, the nummber
of unemployed was nearly seven mﬂhons '

i, _ -The anti-trust. laws,. the regujation of hours of work and wages: and ihe excesslve
... taxation of the rich were resented by the capitalists and businessmen. The New Deal,, .
therefore, did not fully rescue the USA from the depression, - L
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vii. More broadly, many Americans, even among those who sympathised with the
~ Roosevelt's aim, maintained thal too much government control interfered with the
. liberties of the Americans. Some of them thought that it would sap and destroy the
enterprise and independence which Amencans traditionally regarded as characteristic

of themselves.

- Still, inspite of this, the New Deal achieved something substannal

i Inits early days the New Deal saved the jobs, the farms, the homes and even the lives
of countless Americans caught up in a desperate and unexpected economic catastrophe.

ii.  The Public Works Association and Works Progress Administration prowdcd the country
with much of lasting value, from roads and bridges to hospitals and works of art.

iii. The Tennessee Valley Authority brought millions of acres of land to cultrvatron
produced electricity and paved the way for the establishment of prosperous industries.

iv.  The Social Security Act did much to remedy American backwardness by provrdmg old
‘age pensions and unemployment insurance.

L

V. Yet perhaps the grealest achievement of Roosevelt and his New Deal was to change the

outlook of many millions of Americans. Many of the ideas the New Deal put into

‘ practice - collective bargaining between the employers and the employed, the regulation

* of stock Exchange, the control of the output of crops, the restriction of the hours of
work, elc; are now accepted as part of the normal pattern of American life.

v. The New Deal helped to change politics and polmcal institutions. Democratsprewously
’ an awakward coalition of disperate elements, became the proponents of urban liberalism ,
and. swept to power in much of the North and Mid-west. Henceforth, the Democratic -
party enjoyed majority status in USA. -

Under the New Deal, the.executive branch and the Presldency in particular
became much more activist and mnovatrve than before

The states and the localmes themselves grew.in the course of. admmrstermg
federal programmes and appropriating funds for matchmg»grant programmes

Roosevélt, abové all, made his fellow citizéns to recogmse the new role for govemment in American
life. He made them to realise that the vast resources of America should be used by means of national
planning for the benefit of all its people and not merely for the private profit of a few. Rooseveltcould also
maintain that this had been achieved without the mtroducnon of the socialism for whlchhrs conservatwe,
cnucs condemned him. : -

Assessment
FD. Roosevelt sugceeded Herbert Hoover as the Presrdent of Amenca (1929-33) Durmg his -

introduced New Deal polzcy o neutrahse the rmpact of the economlc depressron

The New Deal is-the name given to the great series of actions underiaken by Roosevelt's administration
tolift the Amencms out of depression, aid to lead them to & new.fubure. L

'Ihere are. tbree aimgs.at the back of the New Deal measures. They are-as follows




i Reliefmeasures.
. - i Recovery measures.

i Reform measures.

FD. Roosevelt's main aim was to achieve ﬂu: following through his New Deal.
i -Help the poor and needy people.
i Help to the poverty-striken industries and regions. .

i To attack the rich employers and to help the workmen to organise Lhemselves into trade
unions.

iv.  Wanted to safeguard democracy against power of therich. .
V. Tostop the waste of American's resources.

vi. Toreformthe Banking system.

vu Toregulate the Stock Exchange

L . Relief Measures |
Under this Roosevelt introduced aseries of measures and mey.aie as follows.
i TheCivil Conservation Corps. It solved to some exjent the unempIOyihcnt problem.
i.. __Works Progress Administration. It produced works of perménent value to USA.
ii. The House Owners Loan Corporatron It helped to save the homes of some thousands
of Americans from being sold up because of non-payment of loans and mortgages
1L Recovery measures
In this case also the administration of Roosevelt introduced a series of measures.
i Agnculmnst Adjustment Administration. It aimed at helpmg the Ammcan farmers.
i Nauonal Recovery Admnmstrauon Ttsetup mles or codes to govem | mduslnes
i _ Pubhc Works Administration. It encouraged the building of public; wrks of all kmds |
" v, Wagner Act. Recognised workmen's right or freedomtojomumons. '
V. Fair Labour Standard Act. It encouraged trade unjonism.

NI Reform measures
Several significant reform measures were introduced as part of the New Deal and they are as follows

-1 The Bmergency Banking Act, Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, Banking Act
*. - Securities Act and the Securities’ Exchange Commxssmn were introduced to réforin thie
Bankifig system dnd Stock Exchange Besndes the Banking system came under the o

contro} of the govertiment: .
> i The Tennessee Valley-Authority. It brought a lot of land \mder xmgahon It produced )
electricity and developed industries. :
ii. The National Resourées Board and the Soil Consérvationt Act stopped the wastage of
. America's namral resources.
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Results of the New Deal.
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i Some measures failed.

" The National Recovery Administration was declared unconstitutional by the Supreme
Court, .

il. ~ Somemeasures were partially successful.
a. The laws to help farmers.

b. Banking reforms.
¢. Labour laws.

d. Public Works Programme.

e. Unemployment problem.
f. Anti-trust laws.

&

Govemnment control over American way of life.

iii. Pelmanent mults.

a. Saved jobs, the farms, the homes and even the lives of millions of Americans.

f.
g

The Public Works Association produced works of permanent value.

The Tennessee Valley authority brought substantial changes in agriculture, mdustry,
electricity, elc.

Old age pension and uﬁemployment insurance.

Collective bargaining between the employers and employed, the regulation of
Stock Exchange, the control of output of crops, the restriction of the hours of
work, etc; became the part and parcel o of the life of Americans.

Democrats became very powerful. | : _
Executive branch and the Presidency became very effective and innovative.

h. The states and localities implemented federal schemes got-2id from the federal -_

- government.

S
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The Ffench Revolution and Napoleonic Era - 1 789-1815
Its Significance in World History

Aims, Character, Casues and Achievements of the French Revolution

The 18th century was an age of enhghtenment characterised by great scientific discoveries and
philosophical speculatwns The cumulative effect of the intellectual activity was rationalism which.in-.
duced men to re-examine the existing ideas and institutions. The political and social systems of Burope
were 50 rotten that they could ot stand the test of the new idéas popularised by the intellectual movement.
Of all the Buropean countries, France was the first to react violently against the old order and-try o
-establish anew order out of its uins. This reaction gave an expresszon in the form of the French Revolution
of 1789.

Aims of the Revolution ;

The different classes that took pért in the French Revolution had different aims, which inéﬁtably '
flowed from their grievances. The members of the Third Estate which includes peasants, urban workers or
artisans, middle class, etc; formed the bulk of the population of France.

To begin with, the peasants did not want a change in the form of government; they in fact, ignored
the reform programme of the Enlightenment. But-they wanted more land, if need be at the expense of the
clergy and nobility. They wanted the end of feudalism, serfdomand desired to enjoy socio-economic
mobility. Further, they wanted relief from a system of taxation that bore hardestupon them who could least
afford to pay..

" The guild system which was monopolised by the nobility hampered not only free trade but also

reduced arfisan class to dust, Thus they desired to improve their economic posmon by destroymg the
economic doniination of the privileged class.

“The men of middle class or the bourgeoisie fully realising their own growing; econom:c 1mportance
desired that their ecoripmic status should be in turie with their social and political ones. They were welatheier,
bettaeducatedandnnreaxuaﬂatethmlhepeasams and the urban warkers. Hencetheytooktheprepon o
derant patt in formulating the grievances of the entire Third Bstate: '}hey became the aims of thns class.

- They pronounced the freedom of press as the stoutestrampan agamst the. ad:mmstranve
‘abuses.

ii. Demandedrefonnmcmmnallaws
Recommendsia coirect betwoea te sovereign and isgeopisiasafeg
freedom of ihe citizens. ’
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iv.  Proposed that all Frenchmen have the right and hope of securing any state office, and
all military and ecclesiastical dignities.

v.  Demanded to introduce the concept of the equitable distribution of the incidence of
taxation. '

vi.  Finally, they asserted the sanctity of private property.

It is clear from the above that the demands of the middle class were aimed to give effect to Adam
Smith's "Wealth of the Nations”, to Jeremy Bentham's "Principles of Legislation”, and to Rousseau’s "The
Social Contract”. Since the rmddle class became the leaders of the French Revolution their aims became
the aims of the Revolution itself. ]

Thus the aim of the French Revolution was to desiroy the "Ancient Regime "or "the Old Order” and
torestore the "New Order", which will. egdthe gallmg social inequalities of the day, institutionalised by the
anachronistic social order. In otherwords the aim of the French Revolution was to put an end to the old
political, economic and soclal order, and'to ugher in anew order based | on equality, liberty and fratenzty

Character and the nature of the French Revoluﬂon

The French Revolution was one of the greatest events that the world had ever witnessed. Wl[h the :
outbreak of the French Revolution, “European history merged into the history of one nation, one event
and one man; the natzon is France, the event is the French Revolution and the man is Napoleon.”

‘The French Revolutlon has been nghtly styled as the "Mother of the Revolutions", since it touched
almost.ali the aspects of France - polity, society, religion and economy. Though revolutions took piace in
England-and America, before the French Revolution, they were mainly political in'nature, and hence did
not touch all the aspects of the society. The Glorious Revolution of 1688 in England was mainly political
in nature because it was aimed at ending the absolute and divine right of monarchy and at ushering in the
principle of popular sovereignty in the form of Parliament in England. The American Revoliition of 1775-
83 was aimed at securing independence for America from the colonial domination of England.

- The French Revolution was an amazing and ever changing drama, full of extraordinary incidents
that still fascinate us and horrify and thrill. It was not a clash of canons, not a battle of boynets, not a war
of weapdns, but a revolution against unjust privileges and invidious distinctions.

"About the nature and character of the Revolution it has been rightly observed : -

"R has its home in the field, the street and in the market-place, and its methods are rough and coarse.
The people who make it have not had the advantage of education of the princes and statesmen. Their
language is not courtly and decorous, hiding a multitude of intrigues and evil designs. There is no mystery
aboyt them, no veils to hide the working of their minds; even their bodies have little enough covering.
Politics in revolution cease to be the sport of kings or professional politicians. They deal with realities, and
behmd them are the raw human nature and the empty stomachs of the hungry.”

In France during those fateful five years from 1789 to 1794 - the hungty masses were in acfion.- a ,

oractensttcfeature of the Revolufion. 1t is they who forced the hands of the timid politi- -

ike them to abolish monarchy and feudalism and the privileges of the church. Tt is they who

took cruel. vengeance against those who exploited and crushed them in the past. It is rugged and bare-

footed peeplé Who; W&h{mprowsed arms, rushed to defend their Revolution on the battle-ﬁeld and drove
back the:trained armies of Europe united against them. -

agged, rugged, bare- footed and the hungry masses controlled the very character and. the' '
hé-Revolution and the so called mtellectuals played the role ofa second ﬁddle '

wature Qf1
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The Revolution was primarily violent, emotional, passionate and blood-thirsty, for the human spirit .
was subdued, crushed and humiliated to the extreme.

The French Revolution shook not only the very foundations of the 'Old Order but also Spread the
principles for which it fought throughout the length and breadth of the world. Thus the saying; vis; "If
France gets cold, Europe sneezes” became a reality.

The French Revolution was neifher spontaneous one nor a result of sudden outburst of events. Thus
several factors were responsible for the outbreak of the Revolution in France.

Causes for the outbreak of the Revoluhon
1. Soclal factors

"The Revolution of 1789 was much less a rebellion against despotism than a rebellion against
mequallty

__ The social factors may be taken as one of the most potent causes for the oulbreak of the Revoluhon '
in France. The French society, before the last quarter of the 18th century, was dominated by the. unjust
privileges and invidious distinctions. 'I‘here were (wo promment classes in France, viz. privileged class _
and unprivileged class.. '

Privileged class

‘The privileged class consisted of the nobility and the higher clergy. In a total populahon of 24
millions, there were 150,000 nobles and 130,000 clergymen. Roughly their.combined strength was about
one percent, yet they excelied all others in enjoying ranks, possessmns and pnvﬂeges

Nobles

The great noble was one who could see the king, speak to his ministers and possessed ancestors and
rich landed estates. They lived in opulence and grandeur. The best seats in the churches and theaters were
reserved for them. The important and lucrative positions and posts in the administration were monopolised
~ by them. They owned castles and magnificent mansions. They were exempted from taxation and any
duties to the state. The nobility, especially enjoyed the rights gﬂmnung, fishing, etc; in lhe community
lands. They-belonged to the Second Estate.

Higher clergy

~ They belonged to the First Estate. This class consmed of cordinals, arch-bishops, bishops, etc. The
higher clergy, like the nobles, enjoyed.privileges. They had castles, cathedrals, palaces; invaluable paint-
ings, rich vestments, rentals from land, etc. They literally competed with the worldly men inleading alife
of ease and luxury, which was highly undesirable. They had monopolised all the important positions in the
church. They never cared to discharge their religious duties and tried more to live in extravagance This
shocked the moral sense of the nation.

It is estimated- that the privileged class (nobles and the higher cleigy) Gwhed 1/5thof the ‘landed
property of France. That means one percent of the people owned about 40%:of the property of the ¢ country.
There was a Frenchy maxire, viz, "The'nobles fight, the clergy pray-and-the:péople pay”. The privileged
class enjoyed many political, social and economic privileges without performing their duties and obliga-
tions. They degenerated into a band of greedy and vicious courhem They collected taxes and dues from
the people but pa1d no taxes to. the government. o A
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Unpnvnleged class

One of thc most nnportant causes for the outbreak of the French Revolutmn m 1789 was lhe dlscon-

workers, lower clergy; etc.

Middle class.

, The mzddle class the bourgeoxsle consists of polmaans rich. merchants, mdustnal capuahsts -
- intellectuals, professionals, eic. This Was the most important section of the French soc1ety ey had brains
and money. They were very widely travelled people and also profotndly -influéited By the Frgnch-
Philosophers. While profiting by the rise in prices, the wealthier and more enterprising businessmen com- .
plained of guild regulations and the other obsolete restrictions on free commercial acuvny They found it
galling to be snubbed by the nobility, treated as second-class citizens or subjects by the monarchy and °
excluded from the better posts in government, Church and army. It is the members of this class who
~ became the leaders of the peaple of France and also became the authors of the French Revolution.

Pmsants“ Sax

The peasants and the Serfs were the much exploxled class of France. They neither enjoyed social
freedom nor economic mobility.

The peasants had to work on the land of his feudal lord from dawn to dusk. The wages pald to them
were the lowest.

Although the degree of_t.h&agranan distress of the peasants varied greatly from provmce to prov-
‘inge; the total picture was far from bright: The trouble came chiefly from three factors - backward methods
of farming, the shortage of land and over population. The efficient techniques of the agricaltural revolu-
~ tion of England made little headway in France before 1789. Vast areas of land were not cultivated at all or
* layfollow every second year or third year in accordance with the mediaeval manorial practice. Thé crouded
and constantly increasing rural population could not find full employment or a decent livelihood. Purther,
the rotation of crop system was not known to the French peasants. Besides, the pedsants were not allowed
~ by the nobles to plant according to their will and pleasure.

. _The nobles of France kept large flocks of pigons, deer and game and all of them were fed on the .
- crops of the peasants. The peasants were not permitted to obstruct them, but simply they should act as

~ spectators.

o The nobles tried the cases of peasants and whatever fines they collected went stralghl away gointo

' thcxr pocket.

' The peasants Were not permitted to project the crops by erecting fences round their fields. As a

- consequence, the pigeons, deer and other pets maintained by the nobles freely entered into the fields and

"~ eaten away the ripened crops. The peasant could not even drive away the bn'ds and animalson account of
the fear of the nobles.

~ The peasant was bound to grind his corn.at the mill of his landlord. Normally these mills were
located at agreatdistance from their dwellings and as aresult they were put to alot of inconvenience. They
_ were. punished- if they tried to gnnd the corn themselves and that too with the help of stones.

Besides, the crushmg weight of faxation had fallen on the head and shioulders of the peasants They
had to pay taxes to the Chisrch-and to the sfate, besides dues to their lords, They had‘lo pay titkies to the
Church which usually amounted annually to one-fifth or one-fifteénth part of the gross produce of the
land. The Taille was the most important land tax paid to the state. It was not fixed. It depended upon the
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~ produce and the value of the land. The other tax paid by the peasants t6 the State WS the in ax. This’
amounted to the five percent.of the income. Another tax was the Gobelle or the salt tax. This was the most_
repressive one. Thé government had the monopoly of salt manufacturing and every one above the age of
seven had to buy a salt of certain quantity, i.¢; seven pounds approximately, every year. The price of the
salt was about fen times heighter than its real value. Another tax was the Corvee or the road tax. Erection
of roads was the duty of the peasants and they had to spend many weeks in a year on the construcuon and
maintenance of the roads in their neighbourhood.

It has been eshmated that after paying all:the dues and taxes to the lord, the church and the state the
Frenchpeasant was left with only about 20% of the total produce. Thus the peasants were unable to make
their both ends to meet. A dry winter or a long summer will suffice. to smash them completely In some
cases the starving peasants tried {o satisfy their hunger by eating roots and herbs. It is rightly pointed out
that in "France one-tenths of populauon died of hunger, and the tenth of it died due to indigestion”.

The discontentment of the peasants was further aggravated by the steep rise in prices. Even nature
worsened the crisis. The harvest of 1787 and 1788 were very bad. The crop failure and the increase in
prices brought great social distress making the peasants 1o flee o near by fowns. It was this flight of
people that introduced the element of violence because it created the notorious Paris mob of 1789-94 and the
peasant riots of the country side in 1789. In a significant way the peasarits Who migrated to towns and
cities successfully created revolutionary situation which caused Revolution in France. -

Urban. workers

Urban workers, anolher class with in the Third Estate, had little reason to chensh the Old Regime.
Though "labour” in our modem sense of a large self conscious body of factory workers hardly existed in
pre-Revolutionary France, almost every sizable town and city had its wage-earners and artisans, employed
chiefly in small business or workshops and handicraft industries. This class felt with particular sharpness
the pinch of rising prices. The guild system and lack of free trade had their nnpact on them. Thus they, like
the peasants, were ready to follow the lead of the middle class. L

~ The lower nobility and the dlergy

The lower nobility were in no way better than the middle class and lead a life of distress and
discontentment, Similarly the position of the lower clergy. They had to bear the entire burden of the official
duties and responsibilities while the higher clergy were enjoying the pleasures of court life. Therefore, the
lower classes despised the unwarranted privileges of the higher classes. Thus the prevailing social and
economic disparities between the privileged and unprivileged classes fanned the flames of Revolition in
France. .

2 Political factors

Several polmcal factors promoted the cause. of Revolution in France and the most potential of them
are as follows. :

Centralised despousm
: Dunng lhe 17 lh and in the ﬁrst quarter of the 18th century; French monarchy steadzly became a
centralised despotzsm Under the strong, able, efficient aid enlightened Kings like Henry IV, Eouls’ Pl
and'to some extent Louis X1V, the centralised despotisin brought infernal prosperity and éxternal glory.

Bu: the succession of weak and mefﬁcxent lgngs nullified the advamages of a centralised despotig,m So,

far Wt of a bold and efficient mechani¢; the miachinery of centralised royal absolutisin was gradually'
" falling apan Further, us impact on admxmstranon was telling. ‘
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i k! The admmislrauon had. fallen into the hands of greedy and corrupt nobles who
o suceessfu]ly resisted all-the attempts of Loms XV and Louis XV1 at reforms.

il - The greatest defect i in the admiinistrative system was that there was over-lapping of
) pme between different departments. This conflict of _]unSdlCllOllS added to the troubles
of the people.

‘i, ‘There was no uniform lawin the whole of France. The legal system was full of confusion.

- Kthiick ]mgle of laws prevailed throughout the length and breadth of France. In some

- places German law prevailed whereas in another place Roman law was in force. It is

. estimated that 400 different Jaws were in force in France. This thick jungle of laws
camdembly hampered the smooth working of the judicial administration.

 Further, the laws were written in Latm and consequemly they were not within
- _"mereachofaoonnnonman

The laws were cruel and unjust. For simple offences cruel pumshments were -

' awarded

: Tonure was a.common method used. for establishing lhe guilt of a criminal.
~ Breaking one's bone on a wheel or cutting the hands and ears were profusely employed. -
- There was no regular criminal procedure and as a result any body could be imprisoned -
on the whim of an influential person. Men like Voltaire and erabeau were nnpnsoned
like ordinary persons.

- There was confusion not only in the sphere of 1aw but also in the field of law-
courts. There were toyal-courts, military-courts, church-courts and courts of finance.
‘Their over-lapping jmisdiction often added to the confusion and injustice.

"Nobility of the Robe" was a peculiar institution that was prevailing in France

: dunng this period. The persons who belonged to this institution were acted as Judges
in perpetuity or for life. Besides, their offices were sold and: boughl

iv.  There was no uniformity in weights and measures. They had different names and values
in different provinces. The same is the case with the coins. This system not only.
paralysed ordinary monetary trensattions but also hampered (o a very. great extem
the trade:and commerce of F rance.

- This the admiinistrative system that prevalled in pm-Revoluhonary France was
paralytic, decadent and dismal to the extreme. This became a cause of concern to the
common people of France.

Amhtious foreign policy followed by the Bourbon kings of France

" The ambitious foreign pohcy followed by the Bourbon kmgs of France also oontnbuled much to
Jthc unpopulamy of the monarchy in France.

o X{deLomsXVpamclpated and waged many wars vm,lbeWar ojDevoluupn LheDutch
'Wtr lhe Warpf ;lpg League of Augusburg, the Spanish Succession: Wa; the Austrian Succession Wa', the
Polish Wa,

_.__lhe Seven Kzar’s Wor and the Amencan War of 1nde ndence The"Bombon kmgs waged -



- Theintervention'of the French people on behalf of the rebels in the American:War of Independence
did more harm to their. French monarchy. It opened.the gates of France to-the revolutionary ideas from
abroad. The American Revolution disseminated throughout France the principles of rebellion and the -
ideds of republicanism. Further,; many French revolutionaries who participated in the: American War of
Independence had got the rcqmred experience (o stage revolts and revolutions agamst the monarchy in
France. :

3, Econormc factors _
The taxation system, prevailing in the pre-Revolutionary France, was unfair and oppresstve Un-

fair, because the privileged class, who were swimming in a sea of wealth, were exempted from taxation.
The-entire tax burden fell on the head and shoulders of the peasanis.

- Oppressive, bécause the system of tax-farming gave rise to'much tyranny and oppression. Accord- -
'mg to the tax-farming system, the right of.collecting taxes was accorded to the highest bidder in the
. auction, and he will pay to the state the amount decided in the auction. But he will try to enrich himself by
collecting more from the peasants. Under this system the peasants and the state were the lgosers whereas
the tax-farmers were the beneficieries. However, this system was responsible for the ruthless exploitation
of the peasants by the tax-farmers and the kings of France, in this connection, never tried to come to the
resque of the peasants.

As the privileged class was exempled from taxation the income of the state was less than its due.
.This was further aggravated by the tax-farming system. Therefore, France was in a cronic state of eco-
nomic brankruptcy. Every capable finance minister who came to power demanded that the mischievous
exemptionis-of the rich should be abolished. But the privileged class successfully stalled the plans of
reform. Thus the unequial distribution of the incidence of taxdtion, the presence of tax-farming system, the
selfish attitude of the pnwleged class produced suitable atmosphere for the outbreak of revalution in
France .

4, Conmbuuon of the French Phllosophers, physnocrats etc

The material Revolution of France was preceded by an intellectual revolution, and.-the French
philosophers like Voltaire, Rousseau, Montesquie, etc; were responsible for it.

_ Inaland where there was no parliament and established political conventions either written or-
“unwritten, the men of letters and philosophers will became polttzcums -

In alandwhere gallmg social inequalities reigned supreme, the writers and thinkers enthuse people
' to voice their grievances. They will provide the required leadership and faith to the people. -

'This is what exactly happened in France in the 18th century. The three outstanding philosophers
who mused the sensitive feehngs of the masses of France were Voltarire, Rousseau and Montesqmeu

French Philosophers

i. Voltalre 1694-1778

. Voltaire, dlso known. “King:Voltaire”, did the. greatest damage to:the church In.verse,in- prose in
.drama aud in romance, he-attacked the mauonal traditions, behefs and‘gross abuses that crept intfy.the- .
orgamsatlon of the-church. He aftacked thcm with his  masterly iting '

o _He:beheved iirthe: "Supremacy oﬁReason " He observed that everythmg and anythmg‘shoxﬂ&srand;
to thetest of reasor His'speethies lypiiotised the Frerickipublic. =~ ™ ‘
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-~ “Voltaire; in the political field, advocated “Enlightenéd Despotism”. Fredefic the Great of Prussia and
the Catharine the Great of Russia were some of the greatest enlightened despots of the 18th century: They
were the admirers of Voltaire. Voltaire preferred enlightened or benevolent despotism instead of monarchi-
cal autocracy. Enlightened despot always cares more in looking after the material and moral comforts of his
subjects and people. Thus- Voltaire preferred it.

Voltaire is said to have remarked that “he would be prejerred 10 be ruled by one lion rather than by

hundred rass'. Voltaire by his electrifying spceches exposed the gross abuses and prepared the peop]e for
the Revolution. ‘

Rousseaun : 1712 - 18

Roussean began where Voltame left off. HlS philosophy was the moving spirit of the Revoluuon He
stated in his famous work "The Social Contract”, that "Man was born free but every where he-was in
chains". _.

Rousseau said that all socxenes are amﬁczal and hence advocaled Lhe people to swept away all the
fabric of the society. -

He altacked the D:vme Rxght Theory of Monarchy He favoured Popular Sovereignty based on the '
will of the people No political system can maintain ttselj without the consent of the governed.

Rousseau advocatéd a state where people were virtuous, equal and free. He propounded Lheory of
the "Sovereign will of the people”. People were responsible for the creation of the state. If the state failed
tolook after them they had every right to revolt and destroy it. ‘

'Ihe "Social Cornract" of Rousseau became the gospel of the Revoluuon. The revolutlenary J acobmes
were the greaest votaries of the philosophy of this great political thinker of the age.

' Rousseau further, populansed the ideas of civil freedom, social equality and the rights.of man.

It has been very aptly said that ”Voltaire harnessed the horses of reason whereas Rousseai un-
chained the tigers of emotion". . S 2 : : :

Montesquieu 1689 - 1755

He was apolished and an eminent lawyer, but well versed in history. He was also a setious, acute and
a profound student of human institutions. He was a master of a terse and-pointed style. His: wntmgs were
weighty, luminous and moderate in tone, but sclcnuﬁcauy sane.’ '

* Montesquieu advocated the theory of separation of powers. He believed that the legislative, -jt‘adiCiaI
and executive powers nmst be put under the control of different-organs and:then-only administrative
homogeneity could be realised. The combination of any two powers or three will result in tyranny. -

. All his theories are incorporated in his magnum opus, i.e; “The spirit. of the laws” - the result of

* twenty years labour. It was published in 1748. It is stated that 22 editions of this book were pnnted wnhm _,
18 monlhs _ s K

’ Physmmls - ST N
: 'Ihephysaocrals also eonmbuted their miglit for the outbreak of theRevol\mon Mirabeaue, Turgot,
ecker, etc; “were thie greatest Exponents of physioeratism. They were very muich inflienced by Adam
mith - one of the greatest classical English econoimists. They gave a twist ta the existing theory bf mier-
antilisy. They advocaied that:the government should not put any re&lncuqns on: trade and.commerce.
ﬁnnly believed in free tradé and the encouragement shiould. be glvm ¥ the intemational trade. By
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advocatmg this they wanted to break the monopoly enjoyed by the trade guilds. which were under the
control of the privileged and middle class.

The phys1ocrats further argued that due importance must be gzven to agnculture for the internal”’
prosperity of the nation. In tlus context they argued that the wealth of a nation is nothing but a mere
application of laboiir fo land. This strmulated the thmkmg of the peasant-artisan community of France.

These phrlosophers and thinkers were very careful in not carrying their criticism too far. They knew
very well the art of saying. everylhmg without being sent to the Bastille (pnson) the odious symbol of
"Ancient Regime". Regarding the contnbutron of thege philosophers to the outbreak of the Revolution
. Prof. Hazen observes :

_ “The Revolution was not caused by the French philosophers, but by the condmons and the evils of
the national life and by the mistakes of the government. Neverthless, these writers and philosophers were
a faclor in the Revolution, for they educhted a group of leaders instilled in to them certain decisive doc- .
trines, furnished them with phrases, formulas and arguments gave them fone and case their minds, in-
parted them certain powerful illusions encouraged an excessive hopefulness which was the charactenstrc
of thé movement. They did not cause the Revolution, but they exposed the causes brzllrantly, focussed
attentton upon them and compelled discussion and aroused passion”.

Hence to say that the philosophers and-thinkers were mainly responsible for the outbredk of the

Revolution, amiounts puiting the cart infront of a horse. The unprivileged class which was exploited to the -

maximum by the privileged and the king were the mam motive forces to thie Revolution. But they were
only led by the philosophers.

5. Economrc cnsrs

The most powerful factor that caused the Revolution in 1789. was the economic ¢risis. It is this
- economic crisis coupled with the social inequalities successfully createda “revolutionary atmosphere” and
this almosphere ﬁnally precipitated in the form of a Revolution in France. Several factors contnbuted to-
the economic crisis. . .

i TheBourbon klngs of France led a life of unparalled grandeur and glamour. Huge
“amounts of money, collected in the’ form of taxes fromthe unpnvrleged, was spént for
the personal pleasure of the emperors.

i, Louis XTIV and XV waged miany wars. These are wanton agxessrons ‘Which sapped the
very vitality of Prance without expanding its geographical horizons,

iii. ~The exemption of privileged class ﬁom taxation, the presence of tax-farmmg system, '
' lack of free trade, shortage of land, backward methods of agriculture’ andoverpopulauon- o
also paralysed the economic stability of France.

Thus by the last quartet of the 18th century. France was. vmually on: lhe brink of economi¢ bank~ :
‘ruptcy. It was at this time heavy loans were taken from the Buropean powers to solve the sitoation iémpo-
rarily. It was under these circumstances Louis XVI (1774-1793) ascended the lhrone of France R

Louis XVI came to the throne at a very tender age of 20. He was not a man of patts. Hrs hobbles
were lock-maklng and shooting deer lhrough thie palate windows. During his reign period all the accumy-
lated debis rédched its curiulative point. The annual nationial income was not even sufficient io clear the
interest on the foreign loans. Thus the economic position of France was deplorable dlslressrng an@above '
all destrucnve :

Louis XV I with good intentions appomted 'Ilurgot, a man of rare abrhty as lhe Conuoller-(ieneral
of Fmance lo solve the economic.crisis. He followed lhree methods to extncate thenahonal ﬁnances
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“i  Enforced strict econofity and checked the useless expenditure.

ii.  Abolished all customs barriers, introduced free trade and checked the activities of 1he .
trade-gmlds '

' m | Abolished tax-farming system and fixed a supulaled amounl as land-tax on the propnters
of the land.

These measures curtailed the privileges enjoyed by the privileged. class They w1l.h the assistance of
the queen 1 brought pressure on Lovis XVI and as a result Turgot was dismissed and his measures lapsed
into oblivion. Then after some time the king entrusted the task of solvmg the economic posmon of France
to Necker :

~ Necker was a Genevan banker. He tried to solve the economic crisis, but faced the same, srtuatron as

faced by, Turgot. Necker, like Turgot, abolished the farming of taxes. He was the ﬁrst person to pubhsh a
' report which showed the annual income and eQendzture of the state. Thus the whole thing which was
hither to kept as asecret became black and white. This act infuriated the members of thie court, They
' demanded and even succeeded in neckmg out Necker from the finance department After him came a
succession of ministers who literally hastened the catostrophe instead of trying to solve it.

Louis XV], with a view of tackling the financial problem, summoned the Assembly of Notables ,
consrstmg of chief nobles, bishops and magistrates. He thought that they would give their consenit to tax
~ the pnvrleged and unprivileged alike, Although the Assembly of Notables abolished corrgpulsory Jabour
on the roads, they refused to approve the request of the king. They reconnnended that the queshon of
taxation should be referred to the Estates General.

‘Louis XVI, then tried to get fresh loans from the European powers But the Parliarent of Pans
refused te endorse it. The king 1mmed1ate1y suspended it.

It was at this time the economic crisis redched its clazma.x The €econOmic crisis grew worse because
of prolongéd inflation. Prices rose high and even nature worsened the crisis. The harvest of 1787 and1788
were distressing. This brought great social distress making the people to flee to the cities and towns: It was
this flee of people that created the notorious Parisian mob. They created terrific commotion and literally
revolutionary. atmosphere.. The. Parisian mob immediately demanded the kmg to summon the Estates-
General which had the power to levy new taxes. It was under these. circumstances that Louis XVI ordered
the summoning of the Estates-general and also to conduct elechons toit, The very summonmg of the
Estates-GeneraI in 1789, after the lapse of 175 years ( 1614-1 789) may be taken a the sxgn arld signal for
the starting of a Revolunon in France

Conrse of the Revuluhon

The course of the Revolunon can be broadly d1v1ded into two penods from 1789 101791 when
France was.ruled by the Nauonal Assembly, and from 1792 to 1795 when France was doxmnated by Lhe
Nauonal anvennon : . e

'mstpenod 1789101791 -

lom_s XVI havmg no olher recourse to fall back, at last decided to’ summon the Eslates-General in
' 1789 77! s shows tl%at '_t‘he ﬁrst time in the htstory of France, monarchzcal absolunsm bawed 5efore the
Sovereign wrﬂ oj’ t}u people.. - .

hann'eandthecomposmonofthertatos-General o o -

T The Estates-General was the mediaeval feudal parhament of France Tt was A lhree-chambered
pody of ihe‘elbcted representatrves of the Thrée Bstates; Viz; Higher clergy: Nobles %md'lhe Conmnners I
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was met 175 years back and hence it was as good as a dead body. When it was summoned in the year 1789
the question of its conslitution assumed paramount importance. :

Previously, each of these three chambers used to have an equal number of. delegales and each

chamber or order voted separately. The first two chambers being composed of the privileged classes, the
Third Bstate, i.¢; the commoners were left always in minority. Thus the privileged used to carry always the
decisions in their favour. Further, votmg by chambers: and not volmg by 1nd1v1duals also. fqvoured the
privileged class.

Louis XVI, before summoning the Estates-General, ordcred Necker to conduct fresl; elecuons .

Necker being a part and parcel of the Third Estate simply increased its number of représentatives 660
and prescribed 300- apace for the First and Second Estates. This was going to favour lhe Thlrd Estate 1f
voling by individuals was introduced.

On 5th May 1789, on the eve of Bstatés-General's meeting, the members of the Thll'd Estate de-
manded three demands and they are as follows. _

i As theEstates-General represents national problems and also possessed representauves
- from dlfferent social strata, 1t should be named as Nat:onal A.s*sembly '

ii. It should be converted as a smgle chambered orgamsatton.

iii. Voting by orders should be abohshed 1nstead votmg by md:vzduals should be
introduced.

~—— The privileged class offered stubbomn resistances to concede the demands of the unpnvﬂeged The
lalter did not budge even an inch and finally took the momentous step of declanng ths Estates-General as
the National Assembly. =~

The king in order to stp the revolutionary proceedmgs of the Third Estate snnply ordered the hallf
where the proceedings of the Estates-General had to take place to bé closed. Then'the members ‘of the
Third Estate assembled in the near by Tennis Court and took an oath to the effect that until their gneVanceS‘ :

‘were redressed they should not move from the Tennis Court. Sensinig thé gravity-of the situation Louis XVI

ordered all the three Estates to sit as one body. It appears that the king did not take. this defeat happily. He
had ordered soldiers to come to Paris with the intention of suppressing the National Assembly. Further, he
dismissed Necker and ordered him to leave the country.

Fall of Bastille and its impact

The infuriated Parisian mob immediately attacked the soldiers. Furthér, they had directed their fury
towards the prison by name Bastille - the odious symbol.of the Old Regime. Pitched fights were fought in
the Very streets of Paris. Blood ebbed and flowed like water. At last the revolutionaries-completely de-
stroyed the prison of Basulle and all the prisoners were left free. The historiaps of the French Revolution
gave alot of fmportance to the fall of Bastille,

i .. It was considered as the triumph of liberty and spread the same throughout Europe.

- i Itwas responsible for the revolutionaries to capture Paris and afterwords some sort of
municipal government was established in Paris

iii. National guard was created to protect the government.. \ -

iv.  The peasants revolted in the provinces. They had plundered. the castles of the nobles.
o _They took: parucular interest in destroying all docurnents and tifles of the. nobles

' v : The nobles voluntarily. smendsred thcxr feudal nghts and prwaleges
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Vi Sale and purchase of offices were abolished.

vii. Class distinctions were put an end to. Thus in one word the principle of equality was
recognised. -

Thus the fall Bastille shook the very foundations of the Old Regime. Alarmed at the rapid changes
that were taking place in France after the fall of Bastille, Louis XVI immediately sent away troops, re-
stored Necker and recognised the National Guard and National Assembly
National Assembly : 1789 - 1791

- The National Assembly created Constitutent Assembly to frame a constitution for France. The new
constitution contained the following provisions.

i. It abolished feudalism, serfdom and class distinctions and privileges. __

- ji.  Taxes were to be paid by all the individuals of France in proportion to their revenues,
and all public expenises were to be borne equally by all. In addition, the clergy gave up
its tithes and the nobility surrendered its mediaeval rights like game preserves and
collection of feudal dues.

. iii.  The sale of offices was abolished.

- Inshort all the special privileges of classes, cities and provinces were swept
away. .

iv.  Declaration of the Rights of Man

" 'This document reflected the philosophy of Rousseau and mcolporated some of the provisions of

the Constitution Laws of England and USA. It became a platform of the French Revolution and influenced

. the thought of the 19th and 20th centuries. The followmg are some of the important clauses of the Declaration
of the Rights of Man. . .

i, Menare born Jfree, and remain free and equal in rights.

ii. Bvery political institution should protect the rights of the Man. These are hberty,
property, security and resistances o oppression.

iii. The free communication of thought and opinion is one of the most precious rights of
man. '

iv.  No person should be accused, arrested or imprisoned arbitrarily.

. V. No one shall be deprived of his right over his property except in the case of pubhc
need. Even then adequate compensation shall be paid to the owner.

Vi.  Sovereignty resides in the nation and hence no body can take the power into hls hands
- and act.

vil. Lawis the expression of the general will. Hence all citizens have the right to take part
personally or through their representatives in its formation.

viii. “The people have the right to control the finances of the country.
ix. Allithe oﬂiaals of the state shall be responsible to the people and to the country
Prof ‘Thomson in his work, "Eurape Since Napoleon " observes

"It (Declaration of the Rights of Man) was drawn up not for France alone but for the benefit of men
everywhere who wanted to be free and to nd themselves of comparable burdens of absolute monarchy and
Lthe fendal privileges”.
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. The Declaration of the Rights of Man has been described as the most remarkable event in the
history of the growth of democratic and republican ideas in Europe in general and that of France in particular. .
It was the gospel of the modem times.

- V. Adiministration

“The new constitution introduced uniform administration. The old provinces, governments,
intendencies, etc; were abolished. The country was divided afresh into 83 departments. These departments
were uniform in size and population. They were named after natural features like rivers and mountains.

Each department was further divided into Cantons and Communes. The heads of the local divisions
were elected by the people and not nominated by the executive.

This was the first written constitution of France. It incorporated the theory of separation of powers
enunciated by Montesquieu. The legislative, executive and judiciary were separated and kept under the
 control of separate heads.

The leglslauve authonty was vested in one chamber called the Legislative Assembly. It has 745
members, they were elected by the people and their period of ditration was 2 years. The right of voting was
exercised by only active citizens - those citizens were those who hold property and pa1d taxes to the
government. This shows that the Legislative Assembly was dominated by the middle class. '

The executive authority was vested in the hands of the king. He was the head of the army and navy.
He was given the power of Suspensive Veto, by which he could postpone the execution of any act passed
by the Legislative Assembly. But he had no power to alfer it, dismiss it and even postpone it permanently. .
‘He will be assisted by ministers in discharging his work. But they were not allowed to sitin the Leglslatlve -
Assembly. .

The Judicial system was completely revoluhomsed Formerly, the judges used to buy their posses- -
sions. They had also the right to pass on those possessions to their sons. All these things were abolished. In
future, all judges were to be elected. The term of offlce was to vary 2 to 4 years. Jury system was mtro- '
duced in the criminal cases. , '

ATempts were also made to simplify and to umfy the legal system of the country But the task could o
not be accomplished till the time of Napoleon as ﬁrst Consul.

vr.l?inanualmeasures

Beliefin the theory of the equal taxation of all Frenchmen didn't solve them*gent pracucal problems
of finance. The landed estates under the control of the church were. canﬁscated. Keeping that as security
the National Assembly issued paper currency known as “Assignats”. Paper currency worked very well as
long as the printing of the paper currency was in proportion to the value of the property in security. It s true
that issuing of Assignats temporarily fackled the financial problem, but it was:considered as one of the
. sorriest chapters in the course of the French Revolution. The excess of printing of paper currency created
additional problems. -

-

vil; Religious measures

The monasteries. and the other religious communities were suppressed. Absolute religious tolera-
tion was y proclaimed. The number of bishops were reduced. They were to be elected by the people and paid
by Lhe state. Their association with the Pope was merely nominal,

- Tn Decetnber 1790 a decree was passed according to which all the clergy in France were required to |
take a soléman oath of allegiance to the Civil Constitution of the Clergy. The Pope condemned it and
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ordered the clergy of France not to take the oath. The result was that the clergyimen of France was divided
into two-groups. Those who took the oath were called as Juring Clergy and those who did not lake the oath
were called as Non-juring Clergy.

Up to this time a large number of the lower clergy were sympathising the cause of the.Revelution. But
~now onwards they disassociated with the Revolution. A small mmonty of the clergymen took the oath of
allegiance to the Civil Constitution of the Clergy.

Merits of the- work of the National Assembly
i. - It destroyed the monarchical absolutism.
i It destroyed feudalism and put an end to the class privileges.
It abolished serfdom and forcéd labour.

iv. It destroyed the old system of administration and intreduced a new order where the
sovereign will of the people and the theory of separanon of powers played a very
important part. -

v. Itbrought revoluuonary changes in the judiciary and in the organisation of the church.

Vi. ~ The most 1mportant contribution made by the first written constitution was-the
introduction of the Declaration of the Rights of Man.

i  The constitution of 1791 went along way towards instituting popular government, but
it stopped well short of full democracy. Restricting the political equality promised by
the Declarahon of the Rights of Man, it divided Frenchmen into two classes of citizens,
viz; "active” and "passive”. It limited.the right of voling to the "active” citizens who
paid faxes. The "passive” citizens enjoyed the full protection of the law but didn't
receive the franchise. Thus the bulk of the population of France were eliminated from
the active participation in the administration. The middle class monopolised the
constitution of 1791.

i.  The executive authorityleft to the king was too weak to be effective. The executive and
the legislature were so sharply divided that the communication between thcm was
.difficult and much room was left for mutual suspicion. '

i The conﬁscanon of the: church property and the Civil Constitution vfthe Clergy
- shocked the religious conscience of many men‘and gave rise to religious disorders and-

- civil war. A large number of clergy, particularly of the lower ordér, developed conternpt

for the Revolution. Thus the Counter Revolutionary forces were set in motion. -

iv. © The over printing ofAssxgnats ledto inflation. Thus the National: Assembly mstead of
solving economic cns1s created additional financial probléms. ~ ~ * *

Factors for the rise of National Conventxon and its contnbutlon 1791 1795

Before the actual functioning of the first written constitution a very 1mportam event had laken place
and that was  the'attempted flight of the king. Lotis XV was dragged from Versallies to Paris by the Parisian
- wornen, since then he was practically leading the life of a prisoner. Further, the néw conistitution deprived

im from all power. Thus a plan was made to run away to Austria. Accordingly the royal family disguised
erhselves and left Paris in secret. However, the royal party was captured when it was 20 miles.away from
Auslnan boarder. The unsuccessful flight of the king had produced some. serious. consequences
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Men like Danton and Robspeare demanded immediately the abolishion of monarchy and the estab-
lishment of a Republican form of government. However, the-constitutionalists were in majority in the.
National Assembly and hence the matter was dropped. It was under these circumstances the Legislative
Assembly plunged into action.

Work of the Leglslatrve Assembly

The Legislative Assembly consists of 745 members and unfortunately all of them were new 1o the
job. Foolishly the National Assembly passed self denying law by which its members were debatred from
being elected to the Leglslatlve Assembly.

« Another difficulty that was faced by the Legislative Assembly was that its members were afﬂlated-
to several parties and clubs. They were as follows. :

i Constitutionalists : They stood for constitutional monarchical form of government.

ii.  Republicans : They were for the Republican form of:government and for the abolishion -
of monarchy. They were divided into two groups, viz; Girandists and Jacobmes The
Girandists were moderates, but they stood for the establishment of Republican form of
government gradually. Their outlook was more acadermc than practrcal :

The Jactbines were the Repubhcans of the extremé type They Were prepared "
to adopteall kinds of means for the establishment of a Repubhcan formof government in
-France. :

Laws passedby the  Legislative Assembly and voted by theking___

The Legislative Assembly passed two laws.

i. By the first law all the priests were required to act according to the Civil Constitution
of the Clergy. If they failed to do it they will be declared as suspects and their peiisions
will be stopped.

ii. The second law is called the law of Engrees This law requlred them (the supporters
of the king who migrated to Austria, elc.) to return to France within a fixed date. If -
they failed to do so their property will be confiscated, their children and farmly members
will be imprisoned and finally they will be declared as traitors.

Louis XVI, the head of the executive, refused to execute these laws and exercised hrs Suspensive
Veto and suspended them temporarily. The people of Paris were not prepared to. accept such an attitude.on
the part of the king. They attacked the royal palace and murdered mercilessly 600 Swiss body guards of the
king. They, further insulted and humiliated the king, The king and his farmly ‘members escaped secretly
from the palace and took refuge in the Legislative Assembly.

The attitude of the European gowers towards the revolutionary France

At this time the Buropean powers opened their eyes and determined to support the cause of m monar- .
chy in France. Further, the act of revolutionaries infuriated the powers. They despatched parties to-differ--
ent countries 10 spread the ideals of revolution artd republicanism. This naturally created an atmosphere of
ammosrty between France and the other European powers. _

Austriz-end Prussia took up the cause - of French monarchy. As a retahatlon the revolutronary gov-
emment of France declared war upon Austria. In the war that ensued France was beaten by the combined
forces of Austria and Prussia. The Frenchmen immediately attributed their defeats not to their own lack of
preparation but'to the activities of the king. Added to this the Durke of Brunswick the commander of the
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Austro-Prussian forces issued a Manifesto in which he declared that the intention of Austria and Prussia
was to restore Bourbon king to power.

"The French reply to the Manifesto was the revolt in Paris. The outcorre of the revolt was the
establishment of the Dictatorship of Danton. The king was suspended, the National Assembly was dis-
solved and fresh elections were ordered for a Nafional Convention to prepare a new constitution for the -
county.

' Supreme control passed into the hands of Danton. The Austro-Prussian forces at thls time hterally
penetrated into France and straight away marching towards Paris. It was at this point of time the revolution-
aries fought a majestic battle agamst the Austro-Prussian army at Valmy. In this battle France scored a
thrilling victory. Thus France was saved from a grave danger. This victory gave self-confidence to the
French troops and after that they won victory after victory. It was under these circumstances that the
Natwnal Convention met on 21st September 1792.

Natlonal Convention : 1792-1795
Prof. Hayes observes

"Perhaps no legislative boady in the history had been ¢alled upon to solve such knotty problems as
those which confronted the National Convention at the beginning of its session.”

The.most important and the urgent problem faced by the Convention was the king. Monarchy was
abolished and the deposed king was put up for trial and was found unanimously guilty. By a small majority,
his immediate death was voted upon, Girandists pleaded for leniency, but the Jacobines demanded his
immediate execution. Ultimately, the king was guillotined on Sunday Jan. 21511793, His last words are as -

- follows:

"Gentlemen  am irinocent for that of which I am accused, May my blood assure the
happmess of the French".

Internal and external impact of the execution of the kmg

Intemally the peace and tranquility of France destroyed. Revolts clashes and disturbances were
spread throughout the length and breadlh of France. The Jacobmes were branded as the murders of the

. king.

Externally, a menacing Buropean coalition was formed with the intention of cmshmg revoluhonary
France and to strengthen monarchy. Austria, Prussia, England Holland, Spain and Sardzma played avery
vital role in this conmiection.

Toface the f(melgn Lhreat, first, peace must be restored in France In t.hls oonnecuon Danton Marat
Robespeare, Snt. Just, elc; introduced the Reign of Terror in the internal France Its main object was to
restore peace in Prance. -

Reign of Teor | | I

| Several agmcres and institutes were created with an express desxre of restormg peace in internal

t

rmuce and they are as follows.
Committee of Publlc Safety

It oons1sts of 12 members with almiost drctatonal powers ThlS committee ‘became -
pracucally ommpotent enforcing its. decrees even, up on the Nanonal Convenuon
'Robespierre was its leader.



ii. The Law of Suspects

This organ authorised to declare any and every person suspected of being altached to.. _
the cause of monarchy. These suspects were to -be detained in‘the prison or placed

before the Revolutionary Tribunal.

jii. Revolutionary Tribunal
- Itwas an extraordinary criminal court, created for the speedy trial of the suspecs.

iv. The Square of the Revolution

Here the unfortunate victims fell under the stroke of the guillotine. In one daj' over two
‘thousand persons were executed by the sentence of Square of the Revolution. The
most prominent of the victim was Maria Antoinette. '

~ While the Law of Suspects, Revolutionary Tribunal and the Square of the Revoluiwn were very
busy in sending the suspects to heaven, the Committee of Public Safety took measures o put down
internal revolts. Thus peace was successfully restored in internal France.

In the maenwhile, under the dictatoriship of Danton'several decrees were passed to improve the
military strength of France to face the Européan coalition. In 1793 compulsory levy of half a million men
was ordered. That every French citizens, between the age of 18 and 25, were ordered to render military
service. By the end of 1793,7,7000 soliders were recruited and they were given splindid d1sc1p1me and

 drill. They were ready to defend France from any external threat.

The revolutionary army of France scored victories over the Allies: Spain andPrussm were humbled.
William V of Holland was deposed and Holland was transformed into the Republic-of Batavia. Sardinia
was withdrawn from the coalition. England and Austria were reamined to be tackled. Thus France enjoyed
peace internally and extemally.

The work of the National Convention

i.  The first and foremost achievement of the National Convention was the abolishion of
monarchy and the establishment of the First French Republic. France was declared as
Republic on 21st September 1792. —

fi. Another achievement of the National Convennon was the successful creatwn of the
sentiment of nationalism. With a view of creating a truely a nationalist army, the
Revolutionary France, issued a decree by which compulsory mlhtary semce was
prescribed. The decree states :

"The youngmen shall go to the people, the married men shall forge arms and
transport provisions, the women shall make tents and clothing and shall serve in the
hospitals, the children shall turn lenin into lint the aged shall betake themselvec to the
public places inorder to rouse the courage of the warriors"

This decree not only electrified the nation but also charged with the sentiment of nanonahsm.

iii.  The National Convention declared Frenchas the national language. Italsomadechanges
in the National Calender. The'year was divided into"I2 months andeach monthwas'to -
" consist of three weaks of ten days each. Every 10th day was declared as holiday.
Nanonalholldays five or six, were fixed. The year was to staﬂfrolest September -for
it was on that day France was converted as Republic. '
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The National Convention was taken up the work of the codification of laws and much
progress was made in that direction.

i There was no imprisonment for debt.
i.. Slaverywas abolished in the French colonies.
iii. Women were accorded the property right.

iv. 'The law of primogeniture by which the eldest got the propcrty and lhe others
nothing was abolished. All children were allowed to have equal in the paternal

property.

~ v. A new and uniform of system of weights and measures, called the matric system

was introduced.

The National Convention also introduced certain changes in the realm of religion.
During the period of Reign of Terror attempts were made lo de-christianise France.
However, after the end of Reign of Terror and the fall of Robespeare, Christianity was
again restored and religious toleration was also accorded.

The National Convention also issued some social reforms and some of them are as
follows.

‘1 The property of the Emigrees was confiscated.
ii. Persons of wealth, clergymen and nobles were treated as suspects.

i Largelanded estates were broken up and offered for sale in small plots and on easy
terms so that ordinary people may .be abletoown land. Thus a large number of
peasani-propriters were Created. No compensanon was to be given to those who
were deprived of their lands.

iv. The Laws of the Maximum were passed which fixed the prices of grains and other
commodities of necessity and the wages of the workers were fixed.

v. Bvery body was to be addressed as "citizen".
vi. The government rationed scarce commodities.

The Socialist historiahssed to argue, by taking into consideration the above mentloned
measures that the newly created Republic of France was moving fowards a ‘social

' . democracy But the middle class leaders of France who monopohsed the National

Convention Wete not the genuine socialists. Only the emergencies of the revolution

-and to promise men some hope of future well-being initiated-all these social changes.
‘The last great act of the National Convention was passage of the Constitution of 1795.

The leaders of the Convention retained Republicap fabric and also assured the
dominance of the propertied classes. The Constitution of 1795, therefore, denied the
vote of the poorest quarter of the nation and required that candldates for public offices

a considerable amount of property.

Accerding to the new constitution France was to have two chambers. The

Lower Houe consisting of 500 member and Upper House, known as the Council of
-Ancwnts cons1sung of 500 mcmbers These chamberss were empowered to examine

and 10 enact laws

The Execunve authority was entrusted to five Directors known the Directory.
The Directors wereto be elected by the legislature and they were to appoint ministers
of the state who were to supervise the enforcement of the laws.
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The Directors were invested with dictatorial powers. They restored order in the
 internal France and then directed their altention towards Autria and England who were
the enemles of the revolunonary Frarice. This paved the way for the rise of Napoleon

WHY THE REVOLUTION BROKE OUT IN FRANCE?

The monarchical despotism, oppression of the peasantry, kings squandering the public- wwealth.for
their personal pleassures that are sited as the causes for the revolution were not only present in France but
also in many.countries of Europe. Yet the Revolution was started in France. There were ceitain peculiar
and particular factors that were preent in France were responsible for the outbreak of Revolution in France.

i. Nature of French feudalism —

Feudahsm asa polmco-economtc institution, was existing in every country. of Europe The feudal
lords enjoyed privileges, and at the same time discharged their duties. They served in the army of the kings,
mamtamed law and order in the:r locahtles and for this they were even exempled from taxauon

The feudaltsm and the feudal lords of France were different. The Prime minister of Loul XIII Cordinal
Richelieu, suppressed the feudal lords by depriving them of their powers and duties. But they were allowed
to retain their pnvxleges and exemptions. The result was that while in other countriess the feudal system was
aredlity, but it hadlost its vztahty in France. The privileges enjoyed by the nobles without discharging their
duties created irritation and reaction among the French people. This is a pecuhar feature prevallmg in
France.

ii. Enlightened middle class

Another peculiar feature of the French society was the enlightened middle class. This type of class
was conspicyous by its absence in the countries of Burope. The members of this class had wealth, brains
and profoundly influenced by the philossophy of Rousseau, Voltaire and Montesquieu. But they were

classified as unprivileged class. The middle class, influenced by the philosophers, refused fo reconcile
 with the inferior social status that was accorded to them. No wonder, although the unprivileged in the other
countries of Europe also suffered, they had neither idealismnor any leaders among them who were prepared
to challenge the existing order and hence no revoluhon broke out there. Thus this peculiar phenomenon
-also contributed to the outbreak of Revolution in France.

iti. Economic crisis

The economic crisis was the other factor, present only mFrance durmg this time, which precipitated
matters towards the Revoluuon Several factors were reponsible for this econoinic crisis.

The wars waged by Louis XIV and XV wasteful expendzture of the court, showering presents and
fiefs on worthless favountw and fiddlers, active intervention of queens in the administration, exemption of
privileged class from taxaaon and.the presence of tax; farmmg system fanned the. flames of economic
crisis. Further, the situation was aggravated by the huge loans which the French kings had taken ffom the.
other Buropen countries. The cumulative- effect of this was that it not only paralys&d the economy ‘of
France but also the annual i income of France was less than the interest that ithad to pay on the national debt.
It should bcnoted here that the. economic crisis Wthh s.hook the fomdauons of the. monarchlcal despotism
in France was not present in the other Buropean countries.
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iv. Revoluhonary atmosphere

me Sel_vumm in h1s greal work . ’I'he F rench Revoluuon " slal&s Lhal it was precxsely because of the
more favourm le condmons prevaxlmg in the socxal lee of France thal the revolutJonary crisis broke out -

- there rather than elsewhere in Europe. Several factors contributed for the growthof the f avourable situation
in France.

‘L In other countries the lay and ecclesiatical nobles, as in France, not desserted the -
provinces and flocked round the central authority at Paris in a scramble for favours.
‘The removal of local adminisstration from the control of thenoblhty paralyssed it andit
paved the. way: for the political distress.

i The French middle classs were simmering w1th dlscontml.ment Jegarding the inferior
- ~ social status accorded to them. The class consmousness of this middle clas crealed
social distress.

i The, peasams of France were conscious of their. cml equality, and liberty and alsoof
their own suﬂenngs They were prepared o defend themselves against the jeudal '
 tyranny. ‘They even showed reaction to the ruthless taxation. The middle class leaders
stimulated the peasants and produced the favourable. almosphere for the out break of
‘ thc Revolution. J{ may be stated here that the peasants of 1 the oiher countries of Europe
 were utterly ground down by feudal serfdom They were too mnocem to grasp such
ideas as those of civil equality and liberty.

iv.  France alone had the capital city acquired such imoortance as to become the centre of
the nation's entire political administrative life. Thus when the Revolutionary forces
gained mastery over Paris, the whole country too succumed to them.

.. InFrance, widespread trouble in the provinces had an almost paralysing effect-
on the capital. It has been said that the most dangerous city. of France was Paris. The
centralisation of administration and the excellent communication facilities thatexisted- -
between Paris and the other parts of the country were responsible for-that.

" Inthe other countries, administrative centrahsanon was as yet rudlmentary or
. éntirely Iachng, and provincial lifé remamed more or less autonomous Thus unrésst -
arose in one area didnot necessarily distirb the rest of the country. )

V. Added o these, two years before the outbreak of the Revolution, the harvest failedand: -
as a consequence the prices of the necesities of life rose by sixty-five percent. This -
made the life of the peasants mxserable Hence in large numberss they hadnngrated o

—the city of Paris in search of their fortune and food. Their hopes were belied. This
 ‘created the famous vnruly Parisian mob: It was an army of unlétiered , rugged, hungry '
‘and unruly rebels. They successfully created the "Revdlmonary atmosphere " which
ultirhaiely created the Revolution. When the Parisian mob gained mastery over Paris
the Whole_country was paralysed. They quesupned Lhe authority of the kmg who
decided to increase the taxation on the peasants. They demzanded the summomng of
the BstatesGeneral. Tt was under these conditions Louis XVI sumincned the Estates- '
General it lheyear 1789 Thiit was the sign and sxgna] for the startmg of thelievqunon
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Thus the nature of the French feudahsm the presence of the enltghtened nuddle class, the economic
criis and finally the favourable revolutionary atmosphére that prevailed only in France were ultimately
responsible for the outbreak of a Revolution in that country. -

Achievements of the Revolution
The French Revolution was one of the greatest events in the history of mankind. It brought drastic

changes in the human thinking and mstztuttons Its mlpact was felt not only in intemnal France but also in
the international sphere.

Internal achievements
i  TheFrench Revolution gave adeath blow to the galling social inequalities that reigned
supreme in France. It asserted that all men were equal before law and hence there was
- no justification for the maintenance of privileges whether based on birth or wealth.
~ Feudalism and serfdom were abolished.

i  'Themonarchical despotism which was the very core of the "Old Reglme was peduced

- - tosplinters. The Declaration of the Rights of Man by the National Assembly emphasised
the fact that the sovereignty resides in the people and law is the expression. of the
general will of the people. It asserted that the people should rule themselves and the
govemment should be not only for the people " buf also "By the people” T

ii . The revolumn bought substanhal changes in the economxc sphexe
i The monopobsue attitude of the giilds was smashed. -
il Free trade was introduced.
ii.. Right to private property was recogmsed

iv.  France became stronger and prosperous. Formerly there was scarcity in many parts of
France, but-as the result of the Revolution, France began (o prodice much more of the
necessities of life of every kind after 1789. The peasants ploughed the:lands which they
had taken back from the lords. A new France was born. For the first time in centuries,
the peasant ate his fill, strengthened his back and dared to'speak.out.

v. TheRevolution brought drastic changes in the administrative structure. The pnnclples
. of selection'and nemination were replaced by election.

The Theory of Separation of Powers was inserted in the Conshtuuon and there
by legislature, executive and judiciary were separated. _

A umform system of admiristration Was introduced. Thie sale of offices was
abohshed _
Attemps were made to szmplzfy and unify the IegaI system ofFrance ‘But the

work could riot be accomphshed till the time of Napolecn. Napo]eon codxf‘ ed thelaws of
France and there by eamed the title "Second Justinian”, -

vi. Anothier achievement of the Revolution was thitit spread the sentiment ofnatwnalum.
It introduced the national clender, French was made as the national language. The
hames of the provinces were named after the names of rivers: and mountains. It is this
sentiment:of nationalism. that was responsible in:reducing the Buropean: coalitions
formed against France to dust. It was during this period the idea of “the nation:inarms”,
based on the sentiment of nationalism was declared. -

- o - 50 : _' ' -
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_ The nobles and the people, prior to the Revolution, showed their loyality o Lhc ;
kmg Now loyality to the king was replaced by the loyaluy fo the mmon ‘

Externai mpact

Feudalism was abolished in France. With the abolishion of feydalisminFrance, fendal . ..
institutions all over Europe began to be shaken and in due course of ume dxsappeared
' altogether '

The abolishion of feudal privileges was followed by the estabhshment of equahty‘ .
* and liberty, first in France and then later in the whole of Europe. Social equality came to

be recognised and individual freedom was held most precious, since individual:now :
became the unit of society.

Political power shifted ftom the nobility to the middle class. The nobility could not
recover from this fatal blow and their monopoly of politics was shattered. Due to this

French example, political power shifted from the arrstocraey 10 the mdusmal mzddle
class in England.

' The example of the riddle class was followed by the peasants and workers who
also began ¢ to ﬁght for franc}nse not only in Francebut all overEmpe '

i The Revoluhon shook rhe comrol of the church over the people Forthe first nme inthe
history of Burope social life was made independent of priestly authonty Reason but
not faith, Philosophy but not theology became the guides in all social and political

activities. These developments opened a new and bright chapter in-the history of
religious toleration. '

iv.  Another 1mportam achlevernem of the French Revolution was the growth of
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humanitarianism. Individual came to be treated as an end and life as the greatest of
“vajues. As aconsequence there was alround interest and desire o promote the material
and moral well-being of the peaple. Many humanitarian movements were started with
this object. The Methodist movement in'England, the movements for the abolishion of

slavery, fot the prohibition of child labour and reform of prisoners all over the world
did much in that direction.

Another great:achievement of the’ French Revolution was the rise and growth of the
sentiment of nationalism. The abolishion of feudalism brought #bout unity and solidarity
 insociety and helped the growth of national spirit. This idea was further reinforced by
 fear of foreign invasions during the Revolutionary and Napoleonic wars. The ideas of

nationalism and liberty, in turn, produced the pririciple of national self-determination.

The history of Post-Revolutionary Europe is characterised by many. national

movements. some for the national unification and some for the political liberation;

-The dyna.mc emprres of the previous centuries were challenged and new states began
to emerge, whose boundaries corresponded 10 the ethrucal boundanes

- .. Theaspirations of the Germans and Italians for national unity recelved smmﬂahon
fmm!heFrench Revolution. -

The world ‘began to sympathise with the Home Rule Mavement in Ireland. The
: Balkmpenvudlabecam ascene of national revolutions wh1ch axmed at the overthrow
- of the-oppressive 'I’urklslruon o




SRIRAM'S [T

The Spanish and the Portuguese revolutions were almed at overthrowmg the
monarchical despotism.

The national movements in Egypt, Indonesia, Indo-China, Latin America, India,
and the Boer Wars in South Africa were the manifestations of the French Revolution.

The French Revolution gave a further boost 1o constitutionalism, which had already
began in Great Britain and USA. The French Revolution discredited the doctrine of the
Divine Right of Kings and established that of Popular Sovereignty.

The so called benevolent despotism also failed to satisfy the demands of the
enlightened people of the 19th century. People realised that the interests of the king
and those of the nation were not identical.

The history of the Revolutionary France taught to'the people of Burope that the
king might imperil the independence of the nation in pure personal interest. Therefore
the idea that the entire nation should take in the government, which'should be the
expression of the national will, was firmly established. This tremendous intellectual stirr
manifested itself in a series of constitutional experiments in the 19th century. People
overthrew autocracies and wrested conshtuhons which guranteed the rights and liberties

" of the individual.

The French Revolution also fostered the growth of romanticism. It asserted
individualism, defied tradition and tried to mould human life on the basis of ratlonal
feelings.

The influence of French romanticism s found in VictorHugo s "Less Miserable "
Southey's "Joan of Arc"; Wordsworth's “Prelude”; Shelly‘s "Mask of Anarchy” and i in
the early works of Colendge :

The confiscation of the Church property by the government wakened the idea of the
sanctity of property. The result was that socialism ceased 10 be merely a speculative
doctrine but became a political programme.

Prof. Kropotkin in his work “The Great French Revolution” observes :

"The French Revolution left a legacy on the principles of communism. Robspeare
declared that only the superfluity of foodstuffs was to become the articles of commerce
.and what necessary belonged to all. The communism of 1793 with its affirmation of the
right of all to sustenance and to land for its production, its denial of the right of any one
- tohold more land than he and his family could cultivate and it attempt to communalise
trade and industry, went straight to the heart of things than all the mininfn programmes
of our own time or even all the maximum preambles of such programmes. As a matter of -
 fact, the French Revolution was the source and ortgm of all the present communist,
anarchzst and socialist conceptions”. S

S
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Napoléonic Era
1789 - 1815

Dr. Sloane states :

"Alexander Hellanised the civilization of his day and prepared the world for
Christianity, Charlemagne ploughed, borrowed and sowed the soil of barbaric Europe
making it receptive for the superb of all secular ideas and ideals, that of nationality.
Napoleon tore up the system of absolutism by its roots, propagated in the most distant

. parts of Europe the modem conception of individual rights, overthrew the rotten
structirre of the German-Roman Empire, and inspite of himself regenerated the long
abused ideas of nationality and father-land". :

Grant and.Temperly observes :

"Nopoleon was with out doubt a man of extraordinary force of brain and character,
who under all circumstances would have won for himself a high position. He had great
powers of work and organisation, rapid insight, courage, a willingness to accept
responsibility and resolution in following out a plan once undertaken."

Dr. Herald Opines :

"The supreme combination of intellect and energy gave Napoleon's mind a
magnetic almost supernatural power-the power that seems to radiate from his pictured
features and endows his very name with magic. Like the Olympian he is beyond good
and evil, a true pagan God eminently classical and Greek".

Early life and the rises of Napoleon

‘Napoleon was born on August 15th, 1769 in the city of Ajacio, located in the island of Corsica. The
islanid of Corsica, sublimely picturesque with its rugged mountains, wildrevines, meandering rivers reflecting
the race of sun like the ribbons of silver emerges from the bosom of the Mediteranean Sea and located
exactly hundred miles from the east coast of France. It was formerly a province of Italy, and was Italian in
4its language, sympathies and customs. But in the year 1769 it was conquered by France.

Charles Bonaparte and Letisia Romalini were his parents. Thirteen children were bomn to them, of
which eight survived and of the survived eight Napoleon was the second. The eight survived were, viz,
Joseph, Napoleon, Louis, Lucian, Jerome, Eliza, Pauline and Caroline. Had the young Napoleon seen the '
: ,\flight of the day two months earlier, he would have been by birth an Italian, not a Frenchman.
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He received his elementary education at Ajacio. After finishing his education in the elementary
sctiool, with the help of a French govemor of Corsica, Count Marboeuf, got a seat in the military institute of
Brinne, located in the neighbourhood of Paris. As Charles Bonaparte died at this lune Letisiaused to look
after her sons and daughiters.

Napoleon from his childhood showed great love and liking for poetry. The -poetry of Homer and
Ossian, he read and re-read with great delight. He always combined the poetical passion with the practical
outlook in a harmonious way.

The following letter written to his mother bear testimony toit:

"With a sword by my side and Homer in my pocket I hope to carve my way through the
world".

Napoleon remained in the mililary institute of Brienne for five years from 1779 to 1784. Then he went
toreceive military training at Paris when he was 15 years old. In the year 1785, Napoleon then 16 years of age
was examined to receive an employment in the army. He got the post. At that time he was thm fraglle and
there was girlish gracefulness gliding on his face.

During this period, i.e; before the outbreak of the Revolution, France expenenced bitter struggles

" between Royalists and Revolutionary Republicans. Thus distirbances arose in several parts of France.

Napoleon was asked to quell the disturbances at Valance, Loyans and Auxonne. He successfully accom-
plished the task that was entrusted to him. '

‘Napoleon joined the Republican side. Most of the officers in the army, being the sons of the old
nobility, were Royalists, and [&s made Napoleon unpopular with them: However, in September 1791
Napoleon was promoted to the post of First Lieutenancy and then he was 21 years old.

- Napoleon during the course of the Revolution

The Revolution broke out in the year 1789. In the year 1793 it was in full swing. In that year the
king was executed and France experienced internal eruptions and external dangers. To restore order in- -
internal France the Reign of Terror was introduced. After restoring order in intemal France the revolutionary
army successfully routed the army of the European coalition. Then the Repubhcan France diverted her

~aifention to Toulan.

‘Napoleon anr}theseige of Toulan

Toulan is located on the shores of the Mediteranean Sea. This was the greatest naval arsenal of
France. It contain 25 thousand inhabitants and the majority of them were the supporters of old monarchy.
Added to this some ten thousand royalists from the southern France went and took helter there. Besides,
the English ships sailed triumphantly into the port, and landed troops. This alarmed the Revolutionary
government of France. '

- The Revolutionary France immediately sent forces to destroy thie Royahsts of Toulon. But in vain.
Fmally Nappleon was asked to proceed to Toulon and do the required. He had successfully destroyed the
Redfort of Royalists and eamned name and fame. Napoleon, then immediately promoted to the rank of
Bngadzer-GeneraI This brought a change in the career of Napoleon. :

First Italian campargns of Napoleon

By 1795, France was enjoying comparative peace and the Nauonal Conventlem introduced lhe
Constitution of the Year I11. According to it France was kept under the control of Directory. The Directory
immediately directed its attention to suppress the enemies of France, viz; Austria and England. The Directory
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first decided to smésh Auslria. Austria at this time enjoying unlimited power in Italy. Thus France aimed a
double attack on Austria, i.e; attacking Austria in Austriaitself and second attacking Austria in the Italian
Peninsula. The second plan was entrusted to Napoleon for its execution,

Napoleon, armed with the orders of the Directory, first proceeded to Marselhes took blessmgs from
his mother and then proceeded to Nice to join the troops numbering 30 thousand who were hterally ina
very bad condition. However, he proceeded with them to the Italian peninsula. -

In Italy the Austrian were joined by the Sardinians and the Pope. Napoleon first fought a major
battle against the Austro-Sardinian forces at Montenotte. In that battle Napoleon scored a flashing victory.
After that Napoleon fought many battles at Dego, Mallismo, Carsuglia, Chiracuro, Lodi, Mantua, Arcoli,
Rivoli, etc, in Italy. Tn all these battles he crushed the opponents.

Napoleon, then decided to attack Austria in Austria. He crossed the Alps entered into Austria and
reached Leoben - which is hundred miles away from Vienna - the capital of Austria. It was at this time
Austrian emperor sued for peace and the treaty of Campo Formio was concluded.

Slgmﬁcance of the first Italian campaigns of Napoleon
i.  The Austrian authority over the Italian peninsula came to an end.
(i Austria surrendered Austrian Netherlands to France.

ii. Themost remarkable impact of these campaigns was that Napoleon during the course
his campaigns successfully created two Republican states in Italy, viz; Cis-Alpine and
Ligurian. The Austrian emperor was forced by Napoleon to accord recognition to
these newly created states. By this the Italians had an opportunity to taste the sentiment
of liberty. It is for this Napoleon has been hazled as the father of Italian nationalism and
liberalism. - |

iv.  During the course of these Italian campai gns Napoleon collected the princeless paintings
by the Renaissance painters and they are now preserved in the museum of Paris.

Now the Napoleon became the household word in France. His populanty knew
no bounds.

Egyptian campaigns of Napoleon

After the Italian campaigns of Napoleon, the Directory decided to fight against England and Napoleon
was appointed as the General of the army which was meant for the invasionof England. Napoleon taking
into account the naval supremacy of England decided to attack her indirectly. In this connection he resolved

to attack Egypt - the British protectorate. His plan was that after conquering Egypt, he would be able to turn
out the English from India with the help of the Marathas and Sullan Tlppu the arch enemies of the English

- inIndia.

faught a/battle against the French in the nei ghbourhood of Pyramids. In the battle of Pyramids Napoleon
secured victary, occupied Cairo - the capital of Egypt. Thus the entire Egypt fell flat at the feet of Napoleon
and thls challenged the authority of England.

. England sent Nelson to protect Bgypt and to reestablish the prestige of England in that quarter Thus

the battle of Nile was fought between Nelson and Napoleon. In this battle the French fleet was completely
destroyed and Napoleon was cut off from France. He invaded Syria, tit failed to capture it. He has some
how managed toreach Francein 1799.
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During the absence of 'Napoleon, the Directors had not managed the affairs of France successfully
and hence there was a lot of resentient agamsl them. Napoleon took the advanlage of the situation and
with the help of some of the Directors overthrow the Directory and captured power by the year 1799. He had
introduced a new form of government in France and it is known as Consular government. This govemment
flourished in France from 1799 to 1804. During this penod Napoleon introduced several reforms which
earned eternal fame and name to him.

_Reforms of Napoleon

The fame of Napoleon rests primarily not on his military achievements but as a First Consul he
carried out a large number of reforms which have made his name immortal. It is rightly pointed out :

| "I the conquests of Napoleon were ephemeral, his civilian work is built up on granite”.
Napoleon, in the first instance, brought changes in the administration.

i. Consular Constitution

The Consular Constitution was introduced in France in 1799 and it continued up to 1804 - when
'Napoleon became the emperor of France. It was drawn up Seyes, one of the Directors, and amended by
Napoleon. The details of it are as follows.

(3  Under this Constitution the Iegzslative functions were distributed among three separate
bodies, viz; the Council of state, the Tribunate and the Legislative Body.

The Council of State drafts all laws and Bills. The Tribunate discussed them
without voting. The Legislative Body voled them without discussion.

There was another body higher than the above mentiored ones and it is called
Senate. It consists of 80 members who were appointed for life and were irremovable.
It had the power to appoint the Consuls, the members of the Tribunate and the Legislative
Body. It also empowered to cancel any law considered contrary to the principles of
the Consular Constitution.

(®  Under this Constitutiqp the executive power was vested in the hands of three Consuls
who were to be elected by the Senate. One of them was to be the First Consuf whio had
the power to declare war, make peace and the- appointment of ministers ambassadors
and all other officers, both civil and military. The other two: Consuls will have only

. consultative powers. Their longuity of office was for 10 years.

The First Consul also promulgate laws.

- (9 Napoleon centralised the whole local administrative system of France. Prefects, sub-
prefects and Mayors who were the heads of the Cantons, Communes and cities were
directly appointed by the First Consul.

(@ Napoleon developed Secretariat of the State which later on became the Ministry of -
State to supervise and control the worked of various ministers without allowing them
- any collective responsibility.

1. Financial refornis

A centralised administration was set up for the assessment and collection of taxes. Collectors 'of

taxes were required to make a deposit in advance of a proportion of Lbe estimated yield of the taxes. By
1800 the 1ax returns were up-to-date.




Napoleon mrproved the ﬁnancral position of France by a careful collectron of taxes Further he
maintained rigid . economy. He severly punished the corrupt officials.

He forced the vanquished states and countries to maintain and support the French armies. This

enabled Napoleon to reduce the military expenditure.

In 1800, Napoleon established the Bank of France which was considered to be one of the finest

financial institutions of the world.

iii, Educational reforms | .
Napoleon took every keen interest in reforming the educational system of France.

He gave lot of importance to the primary and elementary schools. For they provide the required
base to the future citizens of France, These schools were established in every Commmune and Conton and
kept under the control of the Prefectss and sub-prefects.

Grammar schools were provided for special training in French, Latin and elementazy sciences.
Whether supported by the govemment or by private mdrvrduals all of them were kept under the contro] of
the government.

Lycees or high schools were opened in all 1mportant ‘towns and mstrucuon was given in them

higher branches of learning by the teachers appointed by the governmenl

Special schools such as Techrucal schools, Civil Serv:ce Schools, le:tary Schools, etc; were
established and brought under the state regulation.

The University of Paris was established to mainfain umfonmty in the educatzonal system. Its chief
officials were appointed by the Frrst Consul. No one was allowed to open anéw school wrthout the permission
of the Umversrty

A Normal School was establislied at Paris for the purpose of trammg the teachers

Another mterestmg feature of the educational reforms of Napoleon was-that the education for
women. He believed that the women should be taught the art of writing, arithmetic, elementary French,
history, geography and physics. They must leamn music, dancing and even the gardemng must be done by
women. In fine Napoleon desired to produce not “the women of charm but the women of virtue".

Al the educational institutions should be given top priority to the ethical pnnetple of Christianity,
loyalty to the head of the state and obedience to the statutes of the University.

Napoleon established the Institute of France to support and appreciate the meritorious work done
by intelligent people in Physical Sciences, fine arts, Mathematics and Literature. _

iv. Public Works

Napoleon carried out large number of public works with out spendmg any money 'from the state. He
used the pnsoners of war for that purpose. - -

~

i Improved the transport and communication facilities which in turn fostered trade,
commerce and mdustry ' :

ii. ~ The splendid high - ways of France were the work of Napoleon. In 1811; 220 brodd

- militaryroads were constructed by Napoleon. Thirty of these roads radiated from Paris
to the boarders of France. Two Trans-Alpine roads broughl Pans in touch wrth Turin,
Milan, Naples and Rome.
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ii. A large number of bridges were constructed.
iv. Marshes were drained.

v.  Dikes were strengthened. Old ones were repaired and new ones were raised. The ifoportant
sea-ports were enlarged and fortified for commercial and naval purposes. Toulan; Calais,
Brest, Harvey, &lc; were completely remodelled.

REthOIIS l'eforms 3 RN R TS
| Napoleon beliéved : | | e

"Socxety is - impossible without inequality, inequality is xmpossxble thhout a code of
morality, and a code of morality is unacceptable without religion”".

Napoleon found that the Civil Constitution of the Clergy tiad alienated cons1derablc number of
Rontan Catholics. He sought o win their gratitude by restoring the Roman Catholic Church. He catie to an
agreement with the Pope in 1801 known to Concordat. According to it the following religious measures
were introduced in France,

i _Catholczsm was recognised as the state rehglon and religious tolerauon was also -
accorded.

ii. The Pope regamed his clazms to the conﬁscated property of the church.
iii. The state in turn assumed the responsibility of maintaining clergy

iv.  The bishops should be nominated by the state but they should be drddined (conferring’
~ . holiness on them) by the Pope. : | —

v.. The clergy should take the oath of fidelity to the state.

Thus the church was re-established in France and also made dependent of the state. This measure

gave great satisfaction to the people of France who radically reconciled to Napoleon s aswndancy Thus
Napoleon made a political use of religion.

- Itis to be obseryed that inspite of the Concordat serious deferences arose between Napoleon and
the Pope The Pope did not like the restriction of his powers topurely religious affairs and the dependency
of the clergymen on the state. He also resented the extension to Italy of the-ede of Napoleon, which.
-authorised diverse. 'Ihe Poge even expressed his resentment to the Continental polu:y of Napoleon, Thus o
the steady opposition of Pope regained for him in the Papal State and he managed to mamtalnhls authority.
over the clergymen in France. Napoleon's quarrel with the Pope cost him the support of many Cathohcs in
France and enabled his enemies to declarehim.as the enemy of religion. : '

vi. Codes of Napoléon

Atlempts were made, before Napoleon;, by Colbert, National Assembly and ﬁnally the Nanonal
Convention, to codify the laws of France. But they did not cut the ice.

The greatest work of Napoleon was the codification of laws. mgrgqce thag beephg.;lﬁd for ﬂ}lse
work -as, “Second Justinian”. The codes were drawn up by the committee appomted by h1s “hard
commonsenise*and "unbehevable legtslanve vision”, The codes were conSme s1mple and ]ust '

-

l.CivilCode N ) T L

A-committee of four lawyers, appomted by Napoleon, drawnup tbe le Codc
and it contams the followmg laws:
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a  The authority of the father over his fannly was strengthened and the family was placed
"absolutely at the disposal of its head"
b. - The father was entitled toimprison his children and his consent was necessary for their
marriage. _ .
C. A wife was to be under the control of her husband a6xb i3 qpusend Was rRcessan by
d.  Contrary to the policy of the Roman Catholic Church, the principle: of diverse was
- admitted. Diverse was allowed by mutual consent for adultry, cruelty and grave criminal
affences.

e. - Amancould dlspose of by will not more than half of his property.

if, Code of Civil Procedure ’ -
' It maintained the principle that conciliation must be attempted before gomg to
the law courts.

Jury system was introduced. Accused persons were trled in pubhc ‘They were
entitled to get the assistance of their own lawyers. The accused were also entitled to
use the documents-and to produce witnesses to prove their purity. Thus trial by jury
was introduced.

ili. Criminal and Penal Codes

For criminal offences, capital punishmens, imprisonment, deportation for life and
“confiscation of goods were prescribed.

iv,: Commercml Code

This dealt with general commerce, maritime commerce, bankruptcy a and t.he ot.her‘
commercial matters. This failed to gain popularity.

The Code of Napoleon was adopted not only in France but also introduced i in every couutry conquered
by the armies of Napoleon. It is true tht many harsh punishments were retained and the posifion of women
was made distinctly inferior to that of men, but, on the whole, the French Codes remained the most
convenient and enlightened set of laws in the world. Besides it provided the common system of law and
socxal equality to the people of Francc .

vii. Promoter of arts

Inspite of many preoccupations, Napoleon-found time for the patronage of art. State palaces were

-not only enlarged but also beautified. The city of Paris was beautified. Broad avenues were planned. The

population of Paris was also doubled during the time of Napoleon. The National-Museum of Paris was
decked with priceless pamtmgs

 viii. Napoleon and the colonial empire

Napoleon decxded to found a new Colonial Empire. However, all his efforts failed on account of the
Bnt1sh naval supremacy. Finding his position weak, Napoleon spld Eoltisiana 1o the USA in 1803.

. These reforms of Napoleon bear eloquent testimony of his administrative genuine. He restored
order and confidence in the people of France. The establishment of the Bank of Prance restored financial
confidence. The repeal of the decrees against the emigrees and his agreement with the Pope hailed him as
~ the deliverer. He threw career open to the talent. He adopted equality in the social, fiscal and judicial fields.
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It should be noted here that Napoleon flouted some of the pnnmples of the Revolution. -
i. He allowed neither liberty of speech nor press.
He established highly centralised government and thereby trimmed the political liberty
ii. Theoritically the universal sufferage was introduced.
iv. | Inferior social status was accorded to women.

v.  Asanemperor, he openly flouted the sentiment of natzonalzsm. The outright annexation
of Spain and Portugal and the occupation of Italy and Holland bear an evidence to it.
The very introduction of Continental System by Napoleon, as an emperor of France,
shows that he showed scant respect to the aspirations of the people. -

In this respect Napoleon may be considered as the destroyed of the Revolutzoit. But it should not be
neglected that he was considered, at the same time, mm mthe father of the German and Halian National
Movements. : _

Foreign policy of Napoleon as the First Consul

The failure of the Egyptian campaigns of Napoleon enabled England, Ansmm and Russia to form
coalition against France. Austria Successfully reestablished her control over Raly. Thus Napoleon as the
First Consul desired to smash the European Coalition. In this connection he first selected Austria and aimed
a double pronged attack. He sent his general Moreau to attack Austria and he hxmself proceeded to Italy.
Thus the second Italian Campaigns of Napoleon started. .

Second Ifalian camp_a'igns

Napoleon accomplished one of the greatest feats in this campaign by crossing the Snt: Bernard Pass
and appeared before the Austrians in Italy. The Austrians were defeated in the battle of Marengo in 1800. At
the same lime Moreau defeated the Austrians in the battle of Hohinlinden. The Austrian emperor, Francis I -
immediately concluded peace with Napoleon, viz; the treaty of Lunavelle in 1800. It confirmed the provision
of the treaty of Campo Fermio which was concluded between Austria and Napoleon after the end of his ﬁrst
Ttalian campaigns.

-Napoleon, then, by tact and guile won over to his side the Czar Paul of Russxa

e

- England was the.only enemy left in the field. England had formidable naval power whereas France
possessed menacing land army. These two powers were hardly within: the striking distance: Napolcon '
unable to strike England on Sea, turned to diplomacy.

England used to search the ships of the neutral ships for the French goods Talcmg the gnevance of
the neutral powers, Napoleon contactéd Denmark, Russia, Sweden and Austria and formed a league. The__
object of the league was to prevent England searching the neutral ships for the French goods Thls diplo-
macy of Napoleon is called Armed Neutrality.

England nnmcdxately retaliated it by sending her naval fleet under the command of Nelson to broke-
the back of the league. The English feet attacked Copenhogen and as a consequence Denmark fell from the.
league, .

It was at this time Czar Paul-was'lﬁurdered in Rissia and hence Russia was wi_thdrawn from the
league. o L PR
" Inthe meanwhile another British fleet was sent to Egypt siblsenve-Rasshy vis wistideas feogiths:
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All these reverses compelled Napoleon to conclude peace with England and England too was tired
of war and ready for a peace settlement. Hence the Peace of Amiens was concluded. Both England and
France agreed to restore the occupied territories. It should be noted here that Napoleon concluded this
treaty with England only to gain time and to improve the strength of France to smash England.

Due to the peace of Amiens, Napoleon had sufficient time to consolitate his position. After that he
followed once again the policy of aggrandisement. .

i He occupied Piedmont in Italy.
ii.. Heintervened in the internal matters of Switzerland by sending his troops.
He threatened the independence of Holland. '
iv.  He sent a mission to India to encourage the Indian princes to revolt against England.
V. Another mission was sent to Egypt to create trouble for England.

; All these factors were responsible for the renewal of war between England and France. Further,

Napoleon conquered Hanover which belonged to England. Throughout 1803 to 1804 he was preparing for
awar with England. He built ships, but they were not sufficient to defeat England. Finally Napoleon fought
anaval battle, known as the battle of Trafulgar, against England. In that battle Napoleon was defeated but
the British naval commander Nelson Jost his life. This battle was so decisive that Napoleon could not dare
to attempt an invasion.of England once again.

Napoleon as the emperor of France

.. Napoleon became the First Consul of France according to the Consular Constitution. After that the
Senate made him, in the first instance, as Consul for 10 years and then latter on for life with the rightto -
- nominate his successor. In 1804, the Senate declared him as the Emperor of France He remained in that
position up to 1814.

Russian Czar of fended when Napoleon assumed the title "Emperor”. Austria was bent upon regaining -
. her control over the Italian peninsula. England immediately arranged-a coalition of these three powers
against Napoleon. As soon as Napoleon heard of it he immediately decided to destroy it.

Napoleon first marched upon Austria and defeated her in the battle of Ulm. He also fought another
battle against Austria at Austerlitz, where he celebrated the first anniversary of his coronation as emperor.
The battle of Austerlitz was so decisive that it broke the back of the coalition. On hearing this success of
- Napoleon the Prime Minister of England, Pit the Younger said :

"Roll up the map of Europe, it will not be wanted these ten years".

Napoleon then proceeded to Prussia and defeated her in the battle of Jena in 1806 and entered into
After the defeat of Austria and Prussia, the whole of German States lay in the hands of Napoleon. He

had norespect to the Holy Roman Empire and hence he destroyed it. The Austrian emperor who enjoyed the

title of the Holy Roman Emperor gave up his title and hence the German States were freed ffom the'ontrol

. of Austria. Rurther, Napoleon created Confederation of the Rhine consisting of 16 Gereman States and he
became its Protector.

From Prussia, Napoleon proceeded to Russia and defeated the Czar i in the battle of Priedland. The
Czar Alexander I concluded the Treaty of Tilisit with Napoleon. The treaty of Tilsit marked the greatest
height of Napoleonic power in Burope. After this he destroyed kingdoms and created kingdoms.

.1 Hecreated the kingdom of Italy and proclaimed himself as the king of it.
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- He placed his elder brother Joseph on the throne of Naples.
He treated the kingdom of Holland and made his another brother Louis and its king.

iv. Hedestrayed the Holy Roman Empire and in its place created the Confederation of the
* Rhine and he became its Protector.

Alexander and Napdleon became friends. The former once said :

B g

Napoleon directed his attennon to England.

Contmental System

Napoleon tried thrice to reduce the strength of England But failed. Napoleon was not having
" sufficient naval strength to attack England once again. Buthe realised that England's commercial monopoly
was supreme in Burope, Asia, Africa and Far East. Napoleon aimed at destroying it.

‘In 18_06, the plan was announced by Napoleon in the famous Berlin Decrees.

"The British islands are henceforth blockaded. All commerce with them is
prohibited; letters and packages with an English address will be confiscated as also
every store of English goods on the Continent within the border of France and her
allies; every piece of English goods, all English vessels, and those laden with staples
from English colonie will be excluded from all European harbours, including those of the
neutral states”.

. The economic blockade of England is the essence of the plan..It is said :
"Jtis through her commerce that England must be attacked,----------,

 To destray British commerce is to strike England to the heart”. This policy of economic blockade of
England is called as the Continental System. By threals Napoleon got the support of Russia, Prussia,
Austria, Spain, Portugal and Denmark. o

The British retaliated the Continental system by passing Orders in Councilaccording to which all
vessels trading with France or her allies were liable to be captured. In certain cases, the neutral vessel were
to touch at the British port before proceeding to any part of Europe.

- The Continental System was one of the greatest blunders committed by Napoleon, for the apphcahon ‘
of it was physmal impossible.

- 1. France had extensive coast - line whxch helped the French to smuggleEnghsh goods
~ Napoleon was not having strong navy to prevent it.

Cloth and leather for preparing uniform: e the French soldlers were brought:
from England in defiance of the Continental System.

- The French were in the: tnbit of faking tea and coffee. Hence they started
smugghng tea, coffee and sugzron a large scale from England. :

2 England bithesto: used'to import silk and other luxuries from France. Now not only it
stopped it but also subshtuted for them woolen and cotton. This affected the trade of
France. o

-3, Europe dependent upon England and could not live wnhout her and 10 wonder the
' -people of Burope were prepared to defy Napoleon rathert than submlt o the Contmental .
- System. s
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England held the monopoly of coffee, tea and sugar without which the Buropeans
in general and that of Germans in particular could not live. Napdleon could not dare to
~ . cutoff the entry of these things into Europe.

Furﬁler the prices of sugar, tobacco, tea, coffee, cotton and other commodities
rose sky high and this added to the sufferings of the people of Burope without in any
way harming the people of England.

4. The.only real danger for England was the starvation of her population, but that was
avoided because Napoleon allowed the export of French wheat to England. The reason
for this was that there was surplus of wheat in France and England was the only place
for export.

Portuguese resentment to the Continental system
and the starting of the Peninsular War

It was with the object of enforcing the Continental System, Napoleon demanded Portugal that she
should stop all trade with England. Portugal which was on friendly terms with England refused the demand.
The result was that the French armies made their way through Spain into Portugal and occupled it. The
British came to the help of Portugal and thus the Peninsular War started

The people of Spain did not approve of the passage of French troops through their country to
Portugal. They blamed their king for his weakness and there were riots. It was at this time there were
misunderstandings between the king of Spain and his son. On the pretext of mediating between them,
Napoleon lured the king and his son to a place on, the French frontier and by threats made them to resign all
their claims to the throne of Spain. Then he placed on the throne of Spain his eldest brother, Joseph, with the
intention of implementing the Continental System. This was not accepted by the Spaniards and they finally
drove away Joseph from Spain. Thus Spain, Portugal and England played a very important part in the’
Peninsular War.

~ In thie Peninsular war the French forces were beaten by the English forces supported very actively
by the Portuguese and Spanish in several battles. The defeat of France gave a very fine opportunity for
Russia, Prussia and Austria to withdraw from the Continental Systém. This infuriated Napoleon.

The infuriated Napoleon immediately-attacked Autrians in a battle fought at Wagram and defeated
them. Then in 1812 he conducted the disastrous Mascow Campaign which literally paralysed the military
might of France. Napoleon conductd the campaign with six lacks of soldiers and returned to France with two
lacks and that too without waging a single battle. Thus the failure in the Peninsular war and in the Mascow
Campaign gave a very fine opportunity for Prussia, Russia, Austria and England to form another European-

coalition against Napoleon. Thus a war of liberation was fairly on foot. Napoleon succeeded in mustering a-
new army and appeared in central Germany to punish the Prussians and Russians. He maintained his
reputation by defeating the Prussians and Russians at Lutzen and Bautzen. Then he went to Austria and
defeated them at Dresden.

In the meanwhile all the allies mustered their forces and met Napoleon at Leipzig in 1813. This is
called the batfle of nations. In this battle Napoleon was defeated. Then the allied forces straight away
entered into France and forced Napoleon to abdicate the throne. Napoleon was sent to St. Elba as aprisoner
and Louis XVIII was placed on the French throne.

Escape of Napoleon from St. Elba and the battle of Waterloo .
In Feb. 1815 Napoleon miraculously escaped from St. Elba and landed suddenly near Cannes in

- France. He was very enthusiastically received by the people. Louis XVIII fled across the border and Napoleon -

entered Paris amidst wildest acclamations. Thus Napoleon started the famous Reign of Hundred Days.
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As soon as the European powers heard the escape of Napoleon they sank their differences and
united against Napoleon. They branded him as the "disturber of the peace of Europe” and declared him as
an outlaw. Napoleon accepted the challenge and immediately. attacked and defeated the Prussian army at
Lingy. Then he fell upon the English Duke of Wellington who had taken a strong defensive position at
Waterloo. The iron Duke maintained his position till the Prussian army came and Napoleon was caught in
between the two armies and finally faced defeat. He was then taken as prisoner and sent to St. Helena
where he died in 1821.

Estimate of Napoleon

It is difficult to give an accurate estimate of his greatness on account of strong prejudices on the part
of those who have written about him. However, he was one of the greatest conquerors and rulers of the
world. He was a genius of a very high order. He will always be remembered as one who laid the foundations
of a new social order in Eurape. His contribution towards the unification of Italy and Germany cannot be
deriied. He emphasised the idea of equality by abolishing class distinctions and privileges and by throwing,
"career open to talent”. He was the last of the series of benevolent despots and at the same time one of the
~ first of great modern statesmen, ' ' .
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- Russian Revolution of 1917

Rousseu states :
"Man is born free but every where he is in chains”.
Carl Marx wrote in 1848: '

"The Proletarians have nothing to loose but their chains. They have a world to
win. Workmen of all countries unite.”

These two statements are symbolized in the Russian Revolution of 1917. Since it was a Marxist
Socialist Revolution, the aim of the Revolution was to install the dictatorship of the urban proletariat,
which after withering away, would lead to the socialist ideal known as Communism.

Russian Revolution was a symbolic continuation of the French Revolution because the latter was a
revolution of the bourgeisie against the obsolete feudal order and monarchical despotism.

Significance of the Russian Revolution

i.  The remarkable feature of the Russian Revolution was the text-book nature of it. It was
apreplanned event. From the day the ship Arora opened its guns on Leningrad till the
formulation of the first five-year plan in 1928, the leaders of the Revolution were
constantly guided by what Marx and Engels wrote as well as how Lenin mterpreted
Marxism in his political writings.

ii.  Another significance of the Russian Revolution was that at no time in history a single
person was responsible for a mighty revolution, except the Russian Revolution.

None of the Revolutions of the past like the Glorious Revolution of 1688, th; Ameriéan War of
Independence and the French Revolution were conceived and piloted by a single individual just as Lenin -
did. . |

Further, neither the royalists nor the parliamentarians of the 17th century England wanted to
. precipitate a crisis but events led the parliamentarians from one extreme to other extreme ending in the
execution of Charles I and the establishment of Puritan dictatorship. _ - -

In the same manner, neither those who stormed the Bastille in France, nor the enthusiasts among
the clerical and nobility who ended the ancient order overnight, did ever foresee the Reign of Terror and
the ultimate monarchical ambition of Napoleon. '

The same was true of the American War of Independence. Contrary to all these revolutions was the
Russian Revolution 1917 since Lenin knew what he would bring about a revolution and did plan every
step of the revolution.
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iii. - Further, the significance of the Russian Revolution lies in the fact that it was an event
sounding the death-knell of prehistory so that history could begin.

According to Marx, all the previous political changes were the work of the minorities, and every
political change led to change in the group of exploiters, since in every political change the groups of
exploiters gained control of the means of production. :

Marx, further added, the whole super-structure of man as embedied in the institutions, systems,
principles, values, religion, literature, arts and science only served the ends of the economically dominent
section of the society, while the have-nots were made te bCllCVC and cherish that the whole superstructure

was for their own good.

The whole superstructure'as sustained by the Haves.couldbe ended i the era of Communism, since
the means of production would be owned by the whole society. Loglcally insuch a society the values, the
principles, systems, institutions and everything could be genuinely serve the needs of all people instead of -
afew. Since, such should be the total transformation of society, Marx contended the pre-history would end
and with communism history would begins that is, the story of man before civilizations would come to an
end and true civilization would began In bnef that the Russian Revolution signifies is the promise. of anew
Garden af Eden. ‘ :

Factors respons1ble for the outbreak of the Revolution

1. Social factors

There was a great deal of discontentment among the various interest groups of Russna The socml
order in Russia, like in France, was marked by a wide clevage-between the privileged and unprivileged. A
cursory glance at the social structure of Russia clearly shows that up to the middle of the mneteenth century
Russian society was composed of two classes, i.e; the Nobles and Serfs.

The Nobles were the privileged class of Russia. The greater portion of the cultivabledatid:and the.
cultivated land was dxrectly under the control of the nobles. Further, all the important, powerful.and lucrative
posmons and posts m the state were monopolised by them.

The condmons of the Russian Serfs and peasants were dxstressmg and appalling. They were liter-
ally slaves, since they were bound to the land sold by the nobles along with.them. They rendered free
labour for a fixed number of days in a week. They could not marry.even without the penmssnon of their
nobles.

In thc mlddle of the l9th century, there were 45 mzllzon serfs. Half of them was under. the Crowns
and the other half was under the nobles, the church and the other institutions.

N Ever since. the time of Peter the Great, the serfs had demanded freedom Dunng the time of Cathenne
the Great, also the serfs demanded freedom. They argued that as long as the nobility rendered military
service to the state, the nobles had the right to demand the services of the‘erfs but when the noblllty
~ obtained exemptxon that should be granted to the serfs as well. The agitation of the serfs so strong in thc '
19th century that Alexander I decided to do some thmg solid to them.- '

Alexander I ( 1855 1881), with a sound instinct, applled himself to the quesnon of emancxpahon
of the serfs. - e

Inthe first instance, he set the example by freemg the self.s on the Crown lands in 1858

Then, in the second place, with dogged pertinacity and cautious compromlse Alexander overcome
the opposition of the self sh nobles, so that in. 1861 he was in a position to issue the famous Edzct of
' ntanapatzon which abolxshed serfdom throughout the Russian empire.
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1 iberation of the serfs without providing means of subsistance will produce more serious problcms
and hence this problem was also tackled by the Czar. The following provisions were prowdcd to the serfs
by the Edict of Emancipation.

i. It freed the serfs from the bondage of their masters. and the legal jurisdiction of the
nobility over them was abolished.

ii.  They wereallowed to own about one-half of the land which till then they had cultivated
- as serfs of the nobility. This land was bought from the nobles But the serfs were to pay
for it by instillments spread over for 49 years.

iii. Theland was not given to the individual serfs, but the village community known as Mir
' which was to allot to it for the use of the peasants. The Mir was made responsible for
the collection of the redemption dues and for this purpose, was authorised to levy

taxes on the peasants. ' -

These measures, though conceived in an enlightened spirit, proved disappointment to the peasants,
for the following reasons.

i. -~ They found themselves burdened with taxes and bltterly resented the payment of
compensatton for the land which they had come to regard their own.

.i ii. Further, the grea of land allotted to them was not enough to live upon.

iii.  Besides, ihey found the axtthority of Mir as irritating as that of the nobles and felt that
the Edict of Emancipation of Alexander Il freed them from the nobles only to make
" the serfs of the state

Naturally the serfs were ot habpy with the Edict of Emancipation. "Bt it should be noted here that
the Edict made the nobles to part with some of their property, deprived of their control over the serfs and
loose some of the overwhelming predominance in the country and the peasantry made a corrcspondmg
gain. But the serfs remained as a discontented class and ready to take advantage of any movement which
promised them relief from their misery.

The Ediet of Emancipation neither reduced tax burden nor increased their income nor made any
difference in their working conditions. :

Besides, due to the industrialisation of Russia, the opponumtles and the income of the pcasants
werereduced. As a result the peasants very soon began to agitate for more meaningful reforms and between
1861 to 1917, staged a series of revolts. When the Revolution of 1917 broke out, they whole-heartedly
welcomed and joined it.

2 Industnallsatlon and the emergence of middle class and the workmg class

" Inthe early 18th centusy, Peter the Great had opened the doors of Russia for foreign trade. He was
the founder of modern Russia. He worked in the dock-yards of London and in the industries of Holland. He
not only modernised Russia but also made conscious attempt to industrialise Russia.

Catherine the Great followed suit. Alexander II and III also took interest in the industrialisation: of
Russia, But the industrialisation of Russia entered into a new phase during the time of Nicholas I1 (1884 -
1917), the son of Alexander III. Industrial and commercial activity quickened in Russia. Oil came to be
exploited in the Caucasus and in the areas of Black and Caspian Seas. A large number of factories came
into. cmstcncc in Pctersbug, Moscow, etc. Ship-building industries were established in the ports of Riga,
Odessa, Viadivostok and Archangel.
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Count Serge White, a Russian industrialist, took further interest in industrialisation. Protection was
given to the infant Russian industries.

Foreign investments were encouraged.

The transport and communication facilities were improved. The building of Trans-Siberian and
Trans-Caspian railway lines were constructed and this helped the cause of the mdustnahsatlon trade and
commerce.

The rapid industrial progress of Russia was made partly due to the free flow of the French capital
and partly due to the cheap labour of the ex-serfs of Russia.

After 1871 considerable progress was made in establishing textile and metallurgical industries and
by 1900 about 269 foreign firms were operating in Russia By 1904, Russians ranked as the fourth indus-
trial country in the world.

The industrialisation and moderation of Russia brought many changes.
i. It brought a remarkable improvement in the productive activity.
ii. It marked a remarkable progress in the cultural advancement

iii. It created many socio-economic prof)lems |

The industrialisation produced two new classes in Russia, i.¢; industrial class or the middle class
and the industrial workers. The middle class may also be styled as the capitalist class.

The working class in the industrial centres were required to live in squalid conditions and worked in
insanitary conditions. ASThere were more labour than the industries could absorb, the workers were at the
mercy of their employets. ’

Further, workers' unions were not allowed. The state feared the unions so much that even sent
troops to help employers to put down the agitating workers. This led to the labour unrest.

Despite the repressive measures of the government, labour strikes became common after 1870. The
economic depression in the last years of the 19th century brought utter confusion and intensified unrest.

The strikes gradually began to take a political turn, i.¢; agitations against the employers turned
_gagainst the Czars.

Another potent manifestation of the industrialisation of Russia was the emergence of the capitalist
class. They were merchants, industrialists, factory owners and other businessmen. They were economically
strong, but enjoyed hardly any political and social privileges. So they joined hands with the intellectual
liberals in demanding some system of representative government. Thus by the dawn of the century the
challenges to the monarchical despotism of Russia came from liberalism rather than from socialism. The
Zemstovos (local assembhes) which were dominated by the middle class, became very active and drew up
a dcﬁmte programme of reform demandmg afree elected national assembly, a zesponszble ministry, equalzty

lreactionary, turned a deaf ear to these demands.

- -

2. Reactionary rule of the Czars

The government of Russia, as in France, was autocratic, despotic, tyrannical and aristocratic without
eing efficient. The Czars who ruled: Russia enjoyed absolute and unlimited powers. They believed in the
ivine right theory of monarchy, and hence never allowed their powers to be checked by any body or by

' l‘z':ny' institution. Thus till the end of the 19th century the peaple of Russia were kept out of political réspon-

sibility and a parliament as such did not exist in Russia.
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Besides, more than one occasion, Russian autocracy stood dzscredued by mzluary disalisters: In the
19th and 20th centuries, Russia was involved in four great wars - the Napoleonié war. the Crémeiiri War,
the Russo-Japanese:War and the: First World War. But excepting the first the Russian army was routed in
all the three wars, thereby exposing the weakness of the Russian military and political system. This forced °
the Czars to concede some reforms. -

The Creméan War was followed by the reforms of Alexander II,mcludmg the grant of freedom to
the serbs. The Russo-Japanese war was followed by the introduction of Duma or the parliament. -

The First World War uprooted the institution of monarchy and brought the Czardom to an end

Thus the reactionary rule of the Czars and the military disasters faced by them gave sut: #ent
stimulation for the Russians, at least the liberals to voice their grievances agamst the autocratic rulc and
also to get some consntunonal concessions. '

3. Revolution in the realm of - 1deas | :

In Russia, as in France, the materialistic revolution was preceded.by a revolution i m thc realm of
ideas, i.e; the influence of political thinkers on the minds of people. Inspite of the attempts of the Czars.to-
seal Russia against the liberal and radical ides of the west, the influence of the western European thought
ﬁltered into the country and produced a movement subversive of the exxstmg order The mﬂuenccs naturally

found cxpressxon in the Russnan literature.
“The great novels of Tolstoy, Turgenov, Chekhovy, Gorky and Dostoxevsky profoundly mﬂuenced
the thinking of the young Russmns

- There was something very significant about the intellectual climate of Russia in the 19th and inthe
early part of the 20th century. Tolstoy is his later novels grew more phllosophlcal and revolut:onary
renouncing all private property while extolling a kind of communist and anarchist christianity. Chekhovy
concentrated on peasant life and extolled simple life. The school of realism to which all-these writers
belonged primarily stressed the following. . S

i, Upliftment of the labour classes.

ii.  Emancipation of women.
iii. Eradication of social evils and ending wars.
iv, Dlstnbutlon of land to the landless.

. The unique feature of these Russian writers was the theme of efernal human emotion and aconcem
for the welfare of the people. The same unique quality is reflected in the symphomes of Borodin and
Tohaikovsky and in the musical programme of Rimsky-Korsakov. All of them leanied very heavnly upon
legends and folk tales of Russia for their themes. The writings of these grcat mtellectuals stimulated the
young Russnans to a very great extent.

The hberals and educated section of the people called mtellxgentla demanded
political reforms on western lines. - -

The radical intellectuals deriving their i msplratlon from Carl Marx andBakkumn :
turned to socialism and anarchism.

| “The otler result of the ferinent of thought was the growth of Nlhlllsm wlnch;
- aimed at destroying: everytlung in thc cnstmg order of Russxa, Nlhuhsm was stamped
" . out, socialisg.came-to stay.. :
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andthespwadofsocialism

“The rapid mdustnahsalnon of Russia, particularly in the second quarter of the 19th century, created -
condmons ripe for the rise‘of radical political parties and the spread of socialism: 1t was from the new:
class of industrial workers who had to toil hard in the crowded towns under pathetic and: appealmg Works
ing conditions, that the message of socialism met with a hearty response. In 1890's the teachings of Marx
were popularised and:spread by radicals like Maxnm Gorky, and revolunonary soczalzsm made rapzd progress
among mdustnal workers.

In 1895 was founded 'Workmen's Social Democratzc Party’ wnth a programme slmllar 10 that of the
socialists of the other countries. .

......

The peasantry, at the same time led by the middle class radlcals, nmtated the, cxample of the mdusmal
workess and in 1901 organised the ‘Social Democratic Party’ with a programme that mcluded the conﬁscanon
of the landed estates of the nobles and their division into small individual holdings;:: '

Thus was set on foot a revolutionary movement which aimed at rcconstructmg the socxal polmcal
and €conomic systems of Russia on socialistic principles. _

- In 1908 lherc canie a spht in the Workmen's Social Democratic Party on the questron of tactics and
party discipline and its radical section led by Viadimit Ulianov, better known as Lenin (pen name) seceded
from the main party. This section came to be known as Bolshivicks. The more moderate wmg ‘of the party’
came to be known as Menshivicks, and their, leader was Alexander Kerenisky.

The Bolshivicks stood for extreme measures and were very much eager to establish the dict‘atorship
of the urban proletanat at the very first opportunities by force and violence if necessary.

Funher, the Bolshmcks did not recognise any class other than the mdustrxal workers '
Bes:des, they were homle 1o cooperate with the middle class polmcal pames '

The Menshivicks, on the other hand, were less radical in their views andmethods. Thcy were
willing to await the eventual triumph of socialism, by a slow and a.gradual process. Thcy were willing to
cooperate with the other political parties to eradtcate Czardom in Russia. :

Immediate cause of the Revolution

The immediate cause of the revolution was the exposition of the jncompetent rule of i the Czars by
the First World War. Ridden by the domestic crisis, Russia in 1914 greeted the outbreak of the First World
War with demonstrauons of natxonal patnotnsm The Duma (thc medlacval fcudal parllament of Russxa)
rmlhon Russlans had been drafted into the Russian army. The Russian 10sses in thc war were staggerm g-In
the first instance the Russ1ans suffered more than 3.8 million casualities dunng the first ycar of the war.

: On the home front the criticism was that there was inadequate handlmg of the supply of mumtxons
; By the mid 1915, the right and left groups in the Duma were urginig moderate reforms. They demanded the
». end of the discrimination against minority nationalities (Poles, ans Etc.) Further they demanded an
increase in thepowers of the Zemstoves (local councils).

-. “ The tmpress Alexandria took the lead in opposing all such measures,‘and kept urging her weak
husband, Czar Nicholas I, to act more autocratically. When Nicholas took personal command of the
| armies in the-field and prorouged the Duma (1915), Czarina Alexandria-became supreme at home. The
' supremacy of the empress meant aso the supremacy of her favourite, the unscrupulous adventurer, Rusputin.
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With the empress and Rusputin in control of Russia, gangs of black-mailers and profiteers brought
and sold offices, speculated in military supplies, put their own puppets as ministers and created:a series of
shocking scandals. Confusion, strikes and defeatism mounted at home during-1916.

Resputin was murdered by a group of conspirators. Despite repeated warnings from moderates in
the Duma that the government itself was preparing for a revolution by its failure to create a responsible
ministry and clean up the mess. At the same time Czar Nicholas remained apathetic. So in the early months .
of the year 1917, all conditions favourable for the revolution were présent.

‘On 8th March 1917 strikes and bread-riots broke out in the capital and four days later the Romon of
‘rule, which had governed Russia since 1613, collapsed. Yet this revolution of March 1917 had been rightly
called leaderless, spontaneous and anonymous. The social revolutionaries, and both Bolshivicks and
Menshivicks of the Social Democrats were surprised at what happened. Indeed the Bolshnvnck leaders
were either abroad or under arrest in Siberia. .

The determining factor in the overthrow of the Czar was the crisis thgt appeared in the garrison of
Petrograd in 1917 (the new Russian name given to Snt. Petersburg during the revolution). The workmen
struck work. The people rioted for bread. When the Czar ordered the troops to fire on the striking Warkers,
they not only refiised but also began to fraternise with the strikers. A Soviet or Council of workers-and -
- soldiers was set up in the capital to direct the ruling and to discharge the functions of the local government.
“The Duma set up a provisional government and forced the Czar to abdigate the throne.

Provisional government

The provisional government in outlook and composition was a middle class government. It was
. mostly-dominated by the constitutional democrats or moderate republicans. They were led by Malinkov -
a professor politician. It promulgated a number of reforms and the following, figure prominent. -

i.  Freedom of press, religion and association.

ii.  Announced a National Consitutent Assembly would be elected very soon to determine
the form-of the permanent government.

iii. Declared for the continuation of war and sought to stimulate the patriotism of the
masses.

But in a politically backward country like Russia the masses cared little for political reforms. Their
more urgent démarids were peace, land and bread. The revolution they desired was not of a political type,
but one which would accemplish radical socio-economic changes.. Thus the revolution which began as a
liberal movement drifted towards socialism.

Local Soviets of workers and soldiers were set up all over Russ:a The workers reﬁ:.red 1o work and
demanded higher wages and fewer hours of work.

" The peasants seized the large estates of nobility and distributed between themselves.

The infection even sprcéd to the army. The soldiers refused to obey the.orders of their officers and
even murdered some of them. '

Finally the subject nationalities, |lkc the Poles, Finns, etc; began to assert their freedom and to-
break away. their union with Russia. The empire was in a process of rapid disiritegration and the whole
existing order in Russia, moral and material, was on the verge of crumbling to pieces.

It was at this time the war policy of the moderate republications became throughly unpopular and
so they were trned out of the provincial government and were replaced by the moderate social democrats,
the Menshivicxs, under the leadership of Alexander Karensky.
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Moderate Social Demsocrats and. the provincial government

Alexander Kamesky who now came to head the provincial government soon found hlmself ina
tragic situation. His policy was to continue the war and bring to a speedy and honourable conclusion. He
desired to guide the revolution into safe channels and assured the people both political, democratic and
social reforms. But he wamed 1o bring all these changes by constitutional methods and that too by gradual
stages, His policy, however, found no favour with ‘the extreme wing of the socialists known as Bolshrvrcks

"THese extremists were opposed to.war and wanted to bring about peace, on the basrs of no annexations and
no indemnities. They sought to establish the dictatorship of the proletariat at once by the vro]em overthrow
of the cxrslmg order They were led by two returned exiles, Lenin and Trotsky.

Alexander Karensky, for a time, roused the enthusiasm of the army and orgamsed a sensatronal
defensive against the Germans in Galicia. But the success was temporary and the ground gained was
immediately lost. The soldiers influenced by the pacifist propaganda of the Bolshivicks, refused to fight,
and before long the grand army of Russia became a mutinous rabble.

Taking advantage of the prevailing confusion Germany captured Riga and then threatened Petragrad
itself. In the meanwhile Bolshivicks improved their organisation and swelled their ranks. They soon came
to control the Petrograd Soviet and in November 1917 they successfully saw the end of the provisional

- government. Alexander Karnesky fled from the country. Thus was carried out the November Revolunon
and power passed into the hands of Bolshivicks.

The rise of Bolshivicks and Lenin

‘The Bolshivicks succeeded in coming to power due to a variety of reasons and they are as follows.

i.  First of all, it is evident from the above discussion that the provisional government
headed by the liberals first and then later by the Menshivicks failed to meet the demands
of the masses, mainly the workers, soldiers and peasants.

ii. Theworkers wanfedimmediate improvementin their working conditions, which could:
" beachieved only by aradical government through radical reforms and not by a moderate
_government through constitutional reforms. :

iii. The peasants wanted Jand immediately. But the provisional government bcheved in
acting with deliberation and accordmg tolaw. It refused 1o sanction the peasant seizure
ofland. Instead it appointed a commission to collect material on which feature agrarian

o legrslatron was to be based - an act totally madequatc to the emergercy.

iv.  The soldiers wanted peace without any further delay. But the liberal and Menshivick_
policy of continuation of the war made them really rally round the Bolshivicks, who
wanted to bring about peace immediately by concluding a separate treaty with Germany
and her allies.

v. The personahty of Lenin, who a skrlful tactician, was also responsrble for the success
of the Bolshivicks in coming to power. Lenin sensing.the mood of the people, called
the abolishion of the provisional government and establishment of the republic of
Soviets, confiscation of the estates and the nationalisation of the factors of production.
Lenin also saw the end of the war and brought the much required peace to the people.

Lenin was always able to judge with accuracy what was politically possible in a given situation. He

alvanised the Bolshvicks into a truely revolutionary group waiting only for the movement to seize power.

Eolshlvncks after their successful revoluhon, led by Lenin proceeded to consolidate their gains. But the
urdles they faced were quite enormous.

First of all the Bolshivicks were still in minority of the Russian population, and they would have to
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secure the acceptance of their rule within Russia as well as without.

Secondly, they would have to organise a form of government and with its aid they have to rcbmld
the social and economic life of the people of Russia on Communist principles.

The first essential thing to secure these objectives was the external peace Wthh was necessary to
enable the Bolshivicks to concentrate their full strength and energy on the pressing problems at home.
Hence immediately after seizing power. Lenin opened negotiations with the Central Powers and concluded
a separate treaty with Germany and her allies known as the treaty of Brest Litovisk. It was as humilliating
treaty, involving, as it did, the loss of all the territories acquired by Russia since the time of Peter the Great.
But, for Lenin and for his followers, no sacrifice was too great to secure the tnumph of the Socialst
Revolution which they were bent upon accomplishing.

At the domestic front, Lenin began his work by giving effect to the principles of Marx@an Social-
ism.
i. He abolished all private property and gave lands to the peasants to be cultxvated for
the benefit of the State.

ii.  Factories and workshops were seized by the State without paying any compensation
to their former owners and handed over the same to the managcment of workers.

ili.  Labour was made compulsory for all the citizens.
iv.  All public debts contracted by the previous Russian government were repudiated.
v.  The orthodox church of Russia was disestablished.

- Such drastic and sudden changes introduced by Lenin, naturally provoked opposmon to the new
regxmc The Bolshivicks were supported by the workers, peasants and soldiers. But they faced opposition
from the other quarters.

The landlords, businessmen and the clergy who were still powerful, vehimently protested against
the confiscation of the private property and abolishion of special privileges. The sacrifices of the individual
liberty and political democracy at the altar of the dictatorship of the prolitariat was resented by many
including the Menshivicks. But the Bolshivicks resolved to suppress the opposition.

The Bolshivicks, like the Jacobines of France, adopted terrorist methods against those who opposed
their policy without any hesitation. Under the agency of a tribunal known as Cheka, there were thousands
of executions rccallmg the excesses committed by the Committee of Public Safety of the Revolutionary
France. The Bolshivicks by creating the Reign of White Terror completely ruined and destroyed the
opposition. Among the victims of terror were Czar Nicholar II and his family, who were, shot dcad inJuly -
1918.

Further, the socialist regime in a capitalist world naturally caused alarm in foreign countriés and
there was a foreign intervention in the internal matters of Russia. Everywhere there was economic distress
and political unrest attending the World War 1, and the western powers feared that the example of Russia
might incite a revolt among the working class within their own boarders. This fear was intensified by the
Bolshivick propaganda for a world-wide Socialist Revolution. Hence the Allied powers refused to recognise’
the Socialist Government. The Soviet Government further alienated the westem powers by Lenin's repu-
diation of foreign debts contracted under the old regime. Hence the western powers felt it necessary to
interfere in the internal affairs of Russia. Their object was two fold : .

i Flrstly, to prevent Germany from exploiting the disturbed situation in Russia t(f)' her
own advantage.
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ii. Secondly, to overthrow the Bolshivick government by sup'porting' the counter-
+ revolutionary forces in Russia.

An Allied expedmonary force landed at Archangel to support the anti - Bolshivick party of North
Russia.

A similar force consisting mainly of Japanese soldiers occupied Viadivostac.
The British force occupied the major part of Caucasus.

The French forces occupied some parts of southern Russia for helping the counter revolutionary
forces. ‘ ‘ ' '

To make. matters worse, Poland incited by France and anx1ous to extend frontxers declarcd war
against Russia. ~ —

It appears that the Bolshivick government would collapse. But Bolshivicks, however, pulled out of
these troubles and several factors contributed for their lnumph

i. There was a great deal of dtssenszons amongst the counter revoluttonanes and so.
united action for any length of time became 1mposs1ble The royalists were - at adds
with the republicans, and the military léaders with the politicians.

ii.  The peasants did not support the counter-revolutionaries for they feared the return of |
the old landlords to power would mean the loss of their newly acquired land.

ili. The workers were always with the Bolshivicks..

iv.  Further, the Allied intervention was inadequate and half-hearted. After the strain of
the First World War and with many post-war problems still unsolved the Allies were
not in a mood to undertake extensive military operations which were necessary to
subjugate the huge country like Russia. :

Hence the Allies withdrew their troops from Russia by the year 1919.

 Deprieved of foreign military support, tom by dissensions among themselves and above all the
overwhelming power of the Red Army of Trotsky, the counter-revolutionary forces were crushed. By 1921 -
the authority of the Communist dictatorship in Russia was established.

Germany formally recognised the dlctatorshlp in 1922, France and Ita]y recogmsed the Soviet
fegime in 1924 and the USA in 1934.

Lenin and the Marxian Socialism

- The Bolshivick programme of nationalisation and the state ownership, produced results which put
Marxcian socialism to a very severe test. S :

The peasants were extremely happy to get rid of their landlords, but they wanted the confiscated

- lands for themselves rather than to the state. The cared little for the Communist theory or the Marxian
Socialism and wanted to cultivate lands from the capitalist motive of profit. They were reluctant to handover
the surplus produce to the state. When the authorities insisted, the peasants decided to cpt down production. _

The workers and the industrial situation were still very grave, Factories and the large industrial
plants were nationalised and committed to the charge of workers. But a very few of the workers were
frained in management and so there was little discipline and less efficiency. Besides, the workers showed
1o inclination for hard-work. Hence the production was reduced and the prices increased.
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Lenin realised the perilous economic situation that came into existence on account of the imple-
mentation of the Marxian theory of Communism. Hence he immediately proclaimed a New Economic
Policy (NEP). It was a slratcglc retreat from Marxian Socialism and involved a compromise between
socialism and capitalism. The following are the chief features of the New Economic Policy.

i, The property right of the peasants over small holdings was recognised. They were
allowed to sell the surplus produce in the open market after payment of tax to the state.

il.  Private enterprise was allowed on a small scale industries. Large - scale industries,
transportation, public utilities, the financial system and the major natural resources
were kept under state control.

iii.  To secure capital, profit sharing concessions were allowed to foreign capitalists for
large scale agricultural and engineering projects. But the state retained the option of
purchasing the products from such concerns.

iv.  Private retail trade was permitted. But the state setup retail stores on its own by way
of competition. The state also encouraged Consumer Cooperative Soczenes

Though N.E.P. was a departure from Marxian‘Communism, it was not a complete return to capxtahsm
It was atemporary makeshift. The new policy stimulated production and brought it to pre-war levels. This
N.EP. averted a great catastrophy and saved the Bolshivick government. This reflects the flexibility in the
thinking of Lenin and this was responsible for the success of Bolshivism.

- Bolshivism is both a political and economic movement.

Its political creed is the dictatorship of the urban prolitariat. It doesn't recognise any class other
> than the workers. The rule of the working class and not political democracy, is what Bolshivism stands
for. '

——————

Its economic creed seek to overthrow the social order based on capitalism. This implies the abolishion
of the private capital and the nationalisation of the land and other instruments of production.

Itis a fact that Lenin could not implement Marxian Socialism completely. But he worked very hard
for it. Tremendous pressure of work told on his health-and he did in 1924.

g ———

Lenin was the father of the Bolshivick Revolution and the creator of Soviet Republzc of Russia. He
had tremendous driving force, iron will and fanatical faith in Communism. To save the revolution he
reversed his poliCy and thereby averted a great catastrophy. The Communists have raised him to the stature
of divinity. In the Red Square of Moscow in 1924 the embalmed body of Lenin was enshrined as an object
 of public worship. In workmen's tenements and the peasants' cottages the lithographs of Lenin, Marx and
Stalin were hanged, like icons in the midst of customary candles.

*ee
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Economic and Sécial Reconstruction of
Soviet Union under the Leadership of
Lenin and Stalin

The Bolshevicks were in control over Petrograd as a result of their coup in November, 1917 (Octo-
ber in the old Russian calender and hence called the October Revolution), but elsewhere the takeover was
not smooth. Fighting lasted a week in Moscow before the Soviet won control and it was by the end of
November the other cities were also brought to heel. Country areas were much more difficult to deal with,
and at first the peasants were lukewarm towards the fiew government. However, the dlctatorshlp of the
 proletariat was established.

Lenin's Period (1917-1924)
i. War Communism

. With the onset of the Civil War (between the whites and the Red Army) and the emergence of one-
party dictatorship in mid - 1918, the Bolshivicks abandoned the relatively gradual approach that they had
taken in economic and social matters since the October Revolution, an approach characterised by Lenin as

"one foot in socialism"

Beginning with the sweeping nationalisation of large scale industry in 1918, an attempt was made
to transform Russian society directly into classless Communist ideal.

At the same time, a pattern of centralisation and coercion was adopted to channel the country's
efforts and resources into victory in the Civil War. But the war communism had to be admitted as failure.

i.  Nationalisation of industries resulted decline in production. Transportation was in a
critical state, which contributed further to the paralysis of industry.

ii. ~To finance the costs of government and civil war, the Soviet regime relied mainly on
the printing press, with the inevitable consequence of accelerating inflation. So, the
government was forced to rely ingreasingly on measures of "natural economy”,
rewarding workers with ration in kind, confiscated apartments, etc.

iii.  The break up of the large landholding and the propensity of the peasants to-consume
their produce or cutrail production rather than sell it for worthless money caused a
catastrophic drop in the food available for the urban sector and the army. The Soviert
government responded by having grain "requisitioned” by armed detachments, aided
by the “committees of the village poor”. The result was further disruption of food
production and a severe alienation of the majority of the peasants, to the point of
armed insurrection against the Soviet authorities in some districts of central Russia.
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By the end of 1920, the experiment of war communism, coupled with wartime disruptions, had
brought mdustry almost to a standstill. The countryside was simmering with unrest over the requisitioning
of the food. Strikes, though outlawed by the Soviet government errupted in the major Cities. In March

1921, a serious Naval Mutiny occurred at Kronstadt, suppressed only through prompt action by Trotsky.

: The New. Economic Policy

- The Naval Mutiny at Kronstadt seems to have convinced Lenin that a new approach was needed to
win back the faltering support of the peasants; he put into.operation what became known as New Economic
policy. The following are the changes introduced by Lenin under the New Economic Policy.

i Itmarked the end of war communism.

ii. + Italsomarked the suspension of food requzsmonmg and the mtroductlon of tax in kind
~—~  specifying the amounts that each peasant had to contribute to the state. '

The peasants were a]lowed to dispose. of therr produce freely after meetmg
their tax obllganons

iii. Small scale mdustnes were denationalised and this paved the way for the rise of new
class of small businessmen. But the ]arge—scale inidustries like transportation, public
utilities, the ﬁnancral system and major natural resources were kept under state
ownershrp

iv. It should be noted here that within state-owned sector also, there were further steps
back towards capitalistic economic arrangements. Individual and professional
management became the rule, and profit-and-loss account was restored.

State-owned enterprises traded with' each other and sought to grow by earning
profits, Wages and salaries were set to reflect ejfort and responszbdzty, anacknowledged
. reverston of the Marxian goal of equality. - .- - ... e

 Ecoromic planmng was rediiced-to a‘iodest effort at- forecastmg resources,
rehabthtatton of war-tom plants and burldmg up the mfrastmcturc, particularly electric
- .power. : I :

The NEP thus temporarily sacrtﬁced the collectmst and egalttanan‘g"‘r of communist party. It
was a retreat from the momentarily unattainable goal of communism to-a state of capitalism.

“«i-~Thie NEP quickly-achieved a recovery-in both agricultural and industrial production. By the mid
1920s, mostof the economic sectors.reached pre-war levels.. A major.issue then developed at this time was
over the manner of its future development - an issue between the proponents_of gradual growth in the
pattern of market socra]rsm on the one hand .and the advocates of more dehberate planmng for a high

.....

v ~ that charactensed the years of the NEP

Social Reconstruction

Inlitérary-and cultural matters, the communist regrme durmg thrs penod was generally content to
suppress over poimcal opposmon.

-

.. No artempt was made 10 control the com:lusron of scientists. Stnctly speakmg, the Soviet regrme,
t:hxle dictatorial was not, yet totalttarmn (it became totalitarian dunng Stalin's era). Non-political areas
ere not. subjected to the posmve and exclusive dictates of the official comrollers




In education as well as in the arts, a doctrine of service to the proletariat was combined with serious
- attempts at experimentation. Great strides were made in expanding the basic primary and secondary
school system, creating the machinery that, by the end of the followmg decade substanually wiped out
illiteracy among the younger Soviet generation.

In higher education, class principles required admission preference for the children of workers and
peasants, regardless of preparation, to the great detriment of the universities. Much was achieved, however,
in the education of the working class through the so-called "Rabbak” (workers night schools}.

Stalin's Period (1924-1953)
Economic Reconstruction

“The economic prob]'ems that confronted the attention of Stalin were basically two-fold and they are
as follows.

i. Industrial pro_duétion

~ Although the Russian industry was recovering from the effects of the First World War and the
Su_bscq_u‘cm Civil War, production from heavy industry was still surprisingly low. In 1929, for instance,
‘France not a major industrial power at that time, produced more coal and steel than Russia, while Germany,
Britain and especially USA were miles.ahead. -
Stalin believed that a rapid expansion of heavy industry was essential so that Russia would be able
to survive the attack which he was convinced would come seoner or later from the western capitalist
“powers who hated communism.
~ Stalin, further believed, that industrialisation would bave the added advantage of increasing support
~ for the government, because it was the industrial workers who:were the Communist's gredtest allies. Thus
the more industrial workers, the more secure the Communist State would be.

One serious obstacle to ovescome though, was the lack of capital to finance industrial expansion, -
since foreigners were not willing to- fnwest in a Communist State.

ii. Development in agricultoral sector

The second problem faced by Stafin was the:state of, food production. More food would have to be
praduced both to feed the growing industrial populiation and to provide a surplus for export which would
bring i foreign capital and profits for investment in industry. But theprimitive agricultural system that
was pmanlmgm Russia was mcapab]e of prowdmg the required food production to meet the demands of
the time. :

~ Stalin, though had no economic experience whatsoever, had no hesitation in plunging the country
into a series of dramatic changes designed to over come the problems in the shortest possible time.

Measures adopted by Stalin )

In the first instance the NEP introduced by Lenin, was abandoned, Both industry and agriculture
‘was brought under the direct control of the government.

Industrial expansién .

Industrial expansion was tackled by a series of Five Year Plans, the first two of which (1928-32 and
1933-37) were said to have been completed a year ahead of schedule, though in fact nelther of them
. reached the full target. '

SRIRAM'’S g%
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- The First Plan, concentrated on heavy industry - coal, iron, steel, oil and machinary (including
tractars), which were scheduled to triple output; the two later plans provided for some increases in consumer
goods as well as in heavy industry. It should be noted that inspite of all sorts of mistakes, the plans were a
remarkable Success.

~ By 1940, the USSR had overtaken Britain in iron and steel producuon though not yet in coal and
she was within the reach of Germany, Hundreds of factories were built, many of them in new towns east of
the Ural Mountains where they would be safer from invasion.

The capital needed for the industrial expansion was provided almost entitely by ‘t_hc_ Russians
themselves. It was gathered from grain exports, from charging peasants heavily for use of government
equzpment and the ruthless ploughing back of all profits and surplus. .

Hundreds of foreign technicians were brought in and great emphasis was placed on expandmg
education in technical colleges and universities and even in factory schools to provide a whole new
generation of skilled workers. :

“In the factories the old capitalist methods of piece-work and pay differentials between the skilled
and unskilled workers were used to encourage production. Medals were given to workers who achieved
record output. Ordinary workers were ruthlessly disciplined. Severe punishments were awarded for bad
workmanship, and sometimes they were sent to the forced labour camps.

Primitive housing conditions and severe shortage of consumer goods (because of the concentration
on heavyindustry) must have made life grim for most of the industrial workers. However, by mid 1930s
things were improving as benefits such as education, medical care and holidays with pay become available.

Development in agricultural sector

The problems of agriculture were dealt with by the process known as "Collectivisation”. The idea
was that the small farms and holdings belonging to the peasants should be merged to form large collective
farms jointly owned by the peasants. There were two main reasons for Stalin's decision to collectives.

i.  First, the existing system of small farms were not conducive for the use of tractors and
combine harvestors which would vastly increase grain-production.

ii. Secondly, Stalin wanted to eliminate the class prosperous peasants (Kulaks) which —
the NEP had encouraged. He thought that they were standmg in way of progress.

" Stalin also directed his attention towards the Kulaks on political’ grounds, for
- they were the enemies of communism.

_The programme of collectivisation was launched in camest in 1929, and had to be carried through
sheer brate force, so determined was the resistance in the countryside. There was no problem in collectivising
landless labourers, but the peasants to seize cattle and machinery from the Kulaks to be handed over to the
collectives. Kulaks very often reacted by slaughtering cattle and burning.¢rops rather than allow the state

= to take them.

_Peasants who refused to join collective farms were arrested and deported to labour camps or shot
dead. When newly collectivised peasants tried to sabotage the system by producing only enough for their
own needs, local officials insisted on senzmg the required quotas, resulted in large scale famine during
1932—33 cspeclally in Ukrame -

Inspxte of these hatdshlps and opposition three-quarter nullwn tons of grain were. exported dunng
this period while over five million peasants died out of starvation. In this way, well over 90% of all farm
land had been collectivised by 1937. In one sense Stalin could claim that collectivisation was a success.




Impact of the collectivisation
i. It paved the way for the mechanisation of the agricultural sector. _
ii. The mechanised agricultural sector provided the required capital for the rapid
industrialisation of Russia.
iii.  But, on the other hand, so many animals had been slaughtered that it was in 1953 and
before, the livestock producuon recovered to the 1922 figure.

iv.  The loss of human sze and suffering was maschless.

Social Reconstruction

The Stalin Era marked the zmposmon of totalitarian regimentation in pracucally all realms of life.
With the rise of Stalin the Communist Party had been subjected to centralisation of authority within its
ranks. After 1928, using the party as his primary agent of control, Stalin extended this pattern-to most
aspects of Soviet social, cultural and intellectual life.

Social life

' The social pattern of the penod was based above alt on: the subordination of the individual to the
collectzve organisation. This was apparent by the elimination of individual economic enterprise among the
Kulaks and erdinary peasants. At the same time, the old revolutionary m:pulkc towards the collective
equality was saspended. _

Stalin put heavy emphasis on the development of individuat responsibility on the-s&eugthening of
the authority of organisors and managers andion the expansion of wage and salary differentials on the basis
of skill- and effort. This was no longer represented as a postponement of the Marxian ideal butas a permanent
aspect of it. _

Educatlonal sector

The educational expesimentation of the 1920s was abruptly suspended in 1929. The new emphas:s,
under thelable "Polytechnicism”, was heavily directed to foster practical industrial skills. In Stalin's regime
the: challenge of training uneducated peasants for the tasks and respomsibilities of industrial life was a
misnumentall one. But through: a complex network of tehnieal schools: and institutions and on-the-job
training, the Soviet government made: substantia break threugh in the modémisation-ef-its population.

In 1929 the power of the party was turned on:Soviet intellectual life, until then prevailed the freest
aspect of the system. Beginning with crackdowns on:thephilesophers and historians, every academic and
artistic field was subjected 1o the dictates of extreme Marxism and the imposition of strict party controls.
Typically, the party found a leader in every field who represented the doctrinaire Marxist view, and gave
them authority to impose the party line on their colleagues. Bourgeois, i.e; non-conformist thinkers and
artists were silenced or in many cases, imprisoned. Immediate technological or propaganda contributions
to production were the over riding demand. Few artists of works of merit were produced.

Over all, the doctrine of "Party Spirit" was stressed, entailing party judgements in every field as to
the ultimate truth and the appropriateness of any piece of work. Party judgement, in turn, ultimately meant
Stalin’s personal judgement. :

By 1939 Soviet Cultural life was cast in the mould that was essentially restrictive in form, conservative
in substance and revolutionary in labels. The writers were the first to feel the new strictures_"The Russian
Association of Proletarian Writers, which had controlled the field since 1929 was dissolved and replaced
by the Union of Soviet Writers. Their artistic works should be graditional in form, accessible to the masses
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and optimistic. Similar standards were enjoined on all other fields of artistic creation during the next few
years. Modern art and literary experimentation were condemned as "bourgeois formalzsm and their
dissemination was altogether banned.

.~ The sciences were less affected and some what later works in the physical sciences generally
procecdcd without interference, except when philosophical issues were mvolved In historical teaching .
stress was laid on nationalism and great leaders.

Soviet educational policies shifted similarly. Beginning in 1934, traditional discipline, examina-
tion and the like were restored. The polytechnic approach was dropped in favour of a classical secondary
school curriculum, heavily oriented towards language and science. Educational preference for the childrens
of prolitarions was abandoned in the later 1930s in favour of combination of merit and political reliability.

Changes in the area of social policy reflécted Stalin's paramount congern with order and discipline.
The loose family legislation of the 19205 was abilished. In 1936, new laws were passed which banned
aborshion and made divorce difficult and expensive.

Labour regulations put a premium on discipline, punctuality and incentives. In fine Stalin's regime:
acquired an aura of grim puritanism, compared by some commentators with the Protestant ethic that
earlier spurred the forces of Industrial Revolution in the West. '
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