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Democratic constitution in South Africa

Struggle against apaﬁheic{zﬁkﬁ“)

Apartheid was the name of a system of racial dWo
South Africa. The white Europeans imposed this system on South Africa.

The system of apartheid divided the people and labelled them on the
basis of their skin colour. The native people of South Africa are black in
colour. They made up about three-fourth of the population and were called
‘blacks’. Resides these two groups, there were people of mixed races who
were called 'coloured’ and people who migrated from India. The white

rulers treated all non- whites as inferiors. The non-whites did not have

voting rights,

Blacks were forbidden from living in white areas. They, could work in white
areas only if they had a permit. They could not even visit the churches
where the whites worshipped. Blacks could not form associations or protest
against the terrible treatment.

Policy of aparthied opposed by people of South Africa

They launched protest marches and strikes. The_Afnr_'{can National Congress“

- . T
(ANC) wéé,%he umbrella organisation that led the Wﬂs

At : Rt : ]
',QLL'eQ‘r_ggaj_iQB. This included many workers' unions and the Communist

Party. Many sensitive whites also joined the ANC to oppose apartheid-and
played a leading role in this struggle. Several countries denou_gg:éd apartheid
‘as unjust and racist, But the white racist government continued to rule by
detaining, torturing and killing thousaddé of black and coloured people.

Towards a new constitution R )
(i) End of Aparfheid : As protests and struggles against apartheid had
increased, the government realised that they could no longer keep the
 blacks under their rule through tepression. The white regime 'changgd

its policies. D‘xscriminatoryliaws were repealed. Banon political parﬁ@ .

"In this chapter we will be
reading about the meaning -
of the word Constitution,
and it's importance for both
the and the
government. We will also be
reading about how the
Indian Constitution was

citizen

framed and the integration
of the different territories
after independence.”

Melson Maridela and seven; other
leaders were sentenced fo life
impri;on"ment‘iiﬁt 1964 for aqrfhg_ to}
{oppose the cpcﬁhéﬁd’regi“rzhé}h his
country. He spent the next '28"yecrr's :
in South Africa’s most dréaded
{prison, Robbenlslond.” .. =
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Besides politics, Mandela’s other
passion was boxing. "l did not like
the violence of boxing. | was more
interested in the science of it - how
you move your body to protect
yourself, how you use a plon to
atiack and retreat, and how you
pace yourself thiough o fight," he

says in his biography.

Fig.2 Sign on Durban beach in
Engli;h" T

| LIGH
Afrikaans and Zuls In ‘English it
section 37 of the Durban beach by-

" ows, this bathing area is reserved
for the sole use qf ‘;Pembers of 1hg

'CHECK YOUR L N .
* What would have happened in South Africa if the black miajorty hed decided
" to take revenge on the whites for all their oppression and exploitafion?

,Sig» on Durban beach in‘English,

reads: 'CITY QE_DURBAN;Qn_cjer :

white race group’.

acond, it specifies how the government will Héiqopéﬁtuted; whowill have

and restrictions on the media were lifted. Finally, at the midnight of 26
April 1994, the new national flag of the Republic of South Africa was
urfurled marking the newly born democracy in the world. The apartheid
governmént came to an end, paving way for the formation of a multi-
racial government.

(ii) Features of the S. African Constitution : South African Constitution
is based on equality of all races and men and women, on democratic
ths. The party that ruled through
oppression and brutal killings and the party that led the freedom struggle
sat together to draw up a common constitution.

After two years of discussion and debate they came out with one of the
finest constitutions the world has ever had. This constitution gave tc its
citizens the most.extensive rights available in any country. Together,
they decided that in the search for a solution to Lhe problems, nobody
should be excluded, no one should be treated as a demon. They agreed
- that everybory should become part of the solution, whatever they might
have done or represented in the past. : '
The South African constitution inspires democrats all over theworld. A
stale denounced by the entire world till recently as the most
undemocratic one is now seen as a model of democracy.

8.2 Why do we need a constitution?

The only way to build and maintain trust in a country hav‘mg_wlde diversities,
is to write down some rules thal everyone would Cﬁﬁgg\y. These rules lay
down how the rulers are to be chosen in future. These rules also determine
what the elected governments are empowered to do and what they cannot
" do. Finally these rules décide the rights of the citizen. These rules will werk
only if the winner cannot change them very easily. This is what the South
Africans did. They agreed on some basic rules. They also agreed that these
rules will be supreme, that no government will he able to ignore these. This »
set of basic rules Is called a constitution. R
Very country has diverse groups of people. Their relationship may not
have been very bad. But all over the world people have differences of
opinion and interestg Whether democratic or not, most countries in the
world need to have these basic rules. S

earnING X

South Africans call themselves a 'rainbow nation’. Can you guess why?

Constitution and its contents : R
The constitution of a country is a set of vritten rules that are accepted by
all people living together ina country. Constifution is the supreme law that

" determines the relationship among people living in a territory {called citizens)

 and also the relationship between the people and goi)efrur{gm. A constitution
does many things. A
First, it generates 2 degree of trust and c&bmﬁon that is necessary for
different kind of people folive together; - 73 - 7
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Third, it lays down limits on the powers of the evernment and tells us what

society.

the rights of the citizens are.

Fourih, it expresses the aspirations of the people about creating a good

All countries that have constitutions are not necessarily democranc Butall
countries that are democratic will have constitutions.

e e e

Making of the Indian constitution

Making of the Indian Constitution was a difficult task

The making of the_conslitution for a huge and diverse country like India
was not an easy ﬁl’% At that time the people of India were emerging
from the status of subjects to that of citizens. The country was born through
a partition on the basis of religious differences. -

The British had left it to the rulers of the princely states to decide whether
they wanted o merge with India or with Pakistan or remain independent.
The merger of these prmceiy states was a difficult and uncertain task. The
makers of the constitution had anxieties about the present and the future

of the country.é

[CHECK YOUR ANSWERS

1.

2.

(@

(b)

~The making of the Indian Constitution was different from the making of the

consensus had evolved during the freedom struggle. Our natxonal movement
" was not merel§j- Y a struggle against a forexgn rule, It was also a struggle to

' the Bill of Rights in the uUs. The socialist revolution in Russia had mspned.»
- Tnany Indiansto thirk: Qtshapmg asystem based on social and nconomic;,-
‘ equahty All these factors contnbuted to the makmg of our Conshtutlon

Chaos and warri The white nations would have attacked S. Africa and perhaps
she could have lost her independence once aggin!

It is called a rambow nation’ because this nation compnses many races -
Whites, Blacks, Coloured and Indians.

The path to Constltutlon

Constitution of S. Africa. Unlike South Africa, they did not have to create
a consensus about what a democratic India should lock like. Much of this

rejuvenate our country and fo transform our society and politics. There
were sharp differences of opinion within the freedom strugale about the
path India should take after Independence. Yet some basic ideas had come
to be accepted by almost everyone. '
Factors contributing in the making of the Indian Constitution
In 1928, Motll 3l Nehru and eight other Congress feaders drafted a
constitution for India. In 1931, the resolution at the Karachi session of the
Indian Natlonal Congress dwelt on how independent India's constitution
should look hke Both these documents were committed to the inclusion of
universal adult franchlse nght to freedom and equality and to protecting
The famlhanty w1th polmcal institutions of colomal ndealso helped develop
an agreement over ‘the institutional design. The experience gained by Indians

- inthe workmg of the legislative institutions proved to be very useful for the °| -

country in settmg up its own institutions -and working in them: Indian
constitution adopted many mstltuhonal details and procedures from colomal
laws like the Government of India Act, 1935 S
Years of thmkmg and deliberation on-the framework -of the constxtuhon
had another beneflt Many of our leaders were inspired by the ideals of
French Revoltion, the practice of parliamentary democracy in Britain and -

Fig.3 Vallabhbhai Jhaverbhai
Patel

{1875-1950) born : Gujerat.
Minister of Horne, Information and
Broadcasting in the Interim Gov-
ernment. Lawyer and leader of
Bardoli peasant salyagrah. Played
a decisive role in the infegration
of theIndian princely states. Later:
Deputy Prime minster.

Fig.4 Abul Kalam Azad
(1888-1958) born : Saudi Arabia: -
Educationist, author and theolo-
gian; scholar of Arabic.-Congress
leader, active in the national
movement. Opposed Muslim

" separatist politics. Later : Educa-
tion Minister in the first uhion cabi-

net. &y PNE v Hndion
Corddituldon Woosdperisd

-Fig.5 T.T, Krishnamachari B
(1899 1974) borni-; Taril Nadu.
Member, Drafting Committee. .
Entrepreneur and Corgress
leader. Later; Finance Minister i in
the umon Cabmet o -



' Fig.6 Jawaharlal Nehru

(1889-1964) bom : Uttar Pradesh.
Prime Minister of the interim
government. Lawyer and
Congress leader. Advocate of
socialism, democracy and anti-
imperialist. Later : First Prime

TNY .
G,

. Fig.7 Bhimrao Ramii Ambedkar
(1891-1956) born : Maharashtra.
Chairman of the Drafting
committee. social revolutionary
thinker and agitator against caste
divisions and caste based
inequalities. Later: Law minister in
the first cabinet of post-
independence India. Founder of

" Republican Party of India.

Y

| rgsSwmna
(1879-1949) born ; Andhra'}

. Pradesh. Poet, writer an
activist. "Amongi

" Pradesh,” . .~

)

political
foremost
women later; Governor of Uttar .
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Compare the Preambles to the Constitutions of the Uﬂited States§
of America, India and South Africa. o
Make a list of ideas that are common to all these three.

‘Note down at least one of the major differences among these.
Which of the three makes a reference to the past ?

Which of these does not invoke God ?

The Constituent Assembly
The drafting of the documeht called the constitution was done by an assembigd
of elected representatives called the Constituent Assembly. Elections tod
the Constituent Assembly were held in July 1946. lis first meeting was held
in December 1946. The Constituent Assembly that wrote the Indiarg
constitution had 299 members. The Assembly adopted the Constitution org
26 November 1949 hut it came intc effect on 26 &nggy_}S_&Q.}o marlg
this day we celebrate January 26 as Republic Day every year. ‘ {

Why should we accept the Constitution made by this Assembly mord

than fifty years ago? .
The Constitution does not'reflect the views of its members alone. It expresse
a broad consensus of its time. Over the last half a century; several groug
have questioned some provisions of the Constitution, But no large sock:
group or political party has ever questiohed the legitimacy of the Constitutio
fself. ' ‘
Another reason for-accepting the Consﬁtht\iaﬁ" i§"that the Constituer
Assembly represented the people of India, and ensured a fair geographic:
share of members from all the regions of the country. The Assembly w
dominated by the Indian National Congress, the party that led. Inch%
freedom struggle. But the Congress itself included a variety of politic
groups and opinions. The Assembly had many members who didnot égre:
with the Congress. In social terms too, the Assembly r’epres_entéd membe
from different language groups, castes, classes, réligidn‘s and occupation
Finally, the manner in which the Constifuent Assembly worked gives sancti
_tothe Constitution. The Constituent Assembly worked in asystematic, op
and consensual manner. S .

" Flrst sorhe baslc principles were decided and agreed upon. Then aDrafti
Comiteé chaired by Dr. B Ambedkar: prepared a draft constitut
for discussion. Several rounds. of thorough discussion fook place on t

* Draft Consttution, clause by clause. More than fw thossand ameridne
“were ¢§dsxdérga.~_‘{hé‘ﬁ{e§ﬁﬁgis deliberated for 114 days spread over th

Working g):ttﬁe c,"."!stituéﬁtAssemhly'.' B o -

*year. Bty domiment prsented and every word spoken inhe Corsts

Assemb%yhas been iec'q’rdéd and preserved. These are called ‘Copistitu

;
;
¢

L Assambly Debates': Wtiéﬁfﬁﬁ't‘efd{fihéé\e.déﬁatgs{'aiiealz,,ﬁzglkyﬁiﬁ@e



8.4 Guiding values of the indian Constitution

(a)

The Dream and the Promise

Mahatma Gandhi, years ago, writing in his magazinew—,

had spelt out what he wanted the constitution to do.

| shall strive for a constitution, which will refease India from all thralldom
and patronage, and give her, if need be, the right to sin, I shall work for
an India, in which the poorest shall it is their country in whose making
they have an effective voice; an India in which there shall be no high class
and low class of people; an India in which all communities shall live in
perfect harmony. There can be no room in such an India for the curse of
untouchability or the curse of the intoxicating drinks and drugs. Women
will enjoy the same rights as men. Since we shall not be at peace with all
the rest of the world, exploiting, nor being exploited, we should have the
smallest army imaginable, all interests not in conflict with the interests of
the dumb millions will be scrupulously respected, whether foreign or
indigenous. Personally, I hate distinction between foreign and indigenous.
This is the India of my dreams. | shall be satisfied with nothing less. ~

Young India, 10-9-31

[CHECK YOUR Answers B3

1.

ot

[@ .

Common Features :
" All three begin with "We the people”.

" All three want to establish liberty, justice and {raternity.

" All three want to p_rémpte general w_el{a}ré of the people.

Difference : USA does not mention the word Republic or the word

Democratic like India anid South Africa.
South Africa
India.

This dream of an India that has eliminated inequality was shared by Dr.
Ambedkar, who played a key role in the making of the Constitution but he
had a different understanding of how inequalities could be removed. He
often bitterly criticised Mahatma Gandhi and-his vision. In his concluding

.speech to the Constituent Assembly he stated his anxiety very clearly:

| In politics s ive will have equality and in soctal and economic life we will have|

.| reason of our social and economic structure ‘continue to deny the principle}.
~Jof one man one value. How long ‘shall we continue to live this life of
' contradxctxons" How Iong shall we continue-to deny crudity in our social
~land | economic 11fe7 If we contmue to deny 1t for long, we will do s0 only by

On the 26th of Jaﬁuaxy 1950 we are going to enter a life of contradicﬁons. i

inequality. In politics we will be recognising the pnncxple of one man’ one
vote and one vote one value In our social and economic hfe we ‘slid, by

o puttiﬁg odr polmca democracy 1 penl

Yporey Tndia s g
‘01\) Nal-ain opuvdh Vg

Fig.9 Shyama Prasad Mukherjee
{1901-1953) born : West Bengal.
Minister for Industry and Supply
in the Interim Government.
Educationist and lawyer. Active in
Hindu Mahasabha. later: Founder
president of Dharatiya-Jansangh.

‘Fxg';‘lo Somnath Lahiri

(1901-1984) born : West Bengal.

Writer and editor. Leader of the
Communist Party of India. Later ;
Member of West bengal
Legislative Assembly.

Fg.11 Kanhaiyalal Maniklal Munshi -
{1887-1971) born : Gujarat.
Advocate, historian. and- linguist.
Congress leader and -Gandhian.. .

1 later: Mmister in-the Union:

Cabiriet. Founder of the Swa’:antra :
Daft&’

h 4Q - -



Finally let us tum to Jawaharlal Nehru giving his famous speech to the
Constituent Assembly at the stroke of midnight on August 15, 1947.

Within Souih Afnccm md;genous
cultures, the rainbow is associated
with hope and a bright future [as in
Xhosa culture). The colours are
simply said fo symbolise the diversity
of South Africa’s usually unspecified
cultural, ethnic or racial groups.

The drafting commitiee hod
handwritten and calligraphed the
consfitution - both in English and in
Hindi. There was no fypmg or print

involved.-

Our leaders took the best bits from
constitutions around the world. The

concept of Liberty, Equality and

Fraternity is from the French

- | constitution, the Five-Year Plans from | -

the USSR constitution, the socio-
economic aspects from the Irish one

and Supreme Court’s functioning |

- | from Jopan! It also borrowed heavily
N me‘Eng!&nd’ s constitution. -

(b)

{ to the greater triumphs and achievements that await us. Are we brave:

India. Before the birth of freedom, we have engiured all the pains of

| but of incessant striving so that we_might fulfil the pledges we have so |

Long years ago, we made a tryst with destiny, and now the time comes
when we shall redeem our pledge, not wholly or in full measure, but very
substantially. At the stroke of the midnight hour, when the world sleeps,
India wilf awake to life and freedom. A moment comes, which comes but
rarely in history, when we step out from the old to the new, when an age
ends, and when the soul of a nation, long suppressed, finds utterance. It
is fitting that at this solemn moment we take the pledge of dedication to
the service of India and her people and to the still larger cause of humanity.
At the dawn of history India started on her unending quest, and trackless
centuries are filled with her striving and the grandeur of her successes,
and her failures. Through good and ill fortune alike she has never lost
sight of that quest or forgotten the ideals which gave her strength. We |-
end today a period of ill fortune and India discovers herself again. The
achievement we celebrate today is but a step, an opening of opportunity,

enough and wise enough to grasp this opportunity and accept the challenge
of the future ? :

Freedom and power bring responsibility. The responsibility rests upon
this Assembly, a sovereign body representing the sovereign people of

fabour and our hearts are heavy with the memory of this sorrow. Some of
those pains continue even now. Nevertheless, the past is over and it is the
future that beckons to us now. That future is not one of ease or resting |

often taken and the One we shall take today. The service of India means
the service of the millions who suffer. It means the ending of poverty and
ignorance and disease and inequality of opportunity. The ambition of the
greatest man of our generation has been to wipe every tear from every
eye. 1hat may be beyond us but s long as there are tears and nd[ering,
so long our work will not be over.

Philosophy of the Constitution
Preamble of the Indian Constitution : Taking mspira’aon from the __P_qn__e_rmn
model most countries of the modern world have chosen to begin their

Constitutions with a preamble. India has also done so. The preamble'to the

Indian Constitution incorporates all the guiding values inspired and fiurfuired
by the Freedom Struggle. The Preamble to the Indian Constitufion runs

. like this we the people of India, hereby solemnly resolved ‘to constitute
* India into sovereign socialist, secular democratic republic and to sewre to
allits citizens:
o Justice-social, ‘economic and political.
-« " Liberty of thought, expression, belief faith and worship.

~Equality of status and of opportunity, and to promote among them all .‘
o  Fraternily, assunng the dignity of the individual and the unrty of the,
Nation.

K

. Inour Conshtuent Assembly, this twenty-sixth day of Novembe 1949 do ‘

hereby adopt enact and give to ourselves thts Constxtutlon



is run according to

WE, THE PEOPLE
OF INDIA

The constitution has
been drawn up and
enacted by the people
through thelr

representatives, and
not handed down 1o
them by a king or any
outside powers.
SOVEREIGN
People have supreme
right to make
decisions on internal
as well as external
malters. No external
power can diclate the
government of India.
SOCIALIST

Wealth is generated
socially and should
be shared equally by

society. Government

should regulate the
ownership of land and
industry to reduce

equal political rights,
elect their rulers and
hold them accountatle.
The government

some basic rules.

WE, THE PEOPLE OF INDIA, haviyg
solemudy resolve to conslitule i into
SOVEREIGN, SOCIALIST, SECULAR,
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC
and to secure fo all its citizons:
JUSTICE, soctal, cconomic and polilical;
LIBERTY of thaght, expesion, helie]
Jaith o worship;
EQUALITY of status aund of apporbundly;
aud 12 promele among them al

REPUBLIC

The head of the state
is an elected person
and not a hereditary
position.

JUSTICE

Citizens cannot be
discriminated on the
grounds of caste,

| religion and gender.
1 Social inequalities

have 1o be reduced.

§ Government should

work for the welfare

| of all, especially of
1 the disadvantaged
1 groups.

| LIBERTY

! There 2re no

unreasonable

: 1 restrictions on the

1 citizens in what they
1 think, how they wish
Tto express their
i thoughts and the way
1 they wish to {ollow tp

sodo-e]conomic FRA’IERN}TY asscrbfg the ;lfgmtv of the 1l | their thoughts in

‘inequalities. 1 action.

SECULAR individhial and the unity and idegrily ; :;Q:;;,uw

_Cltizens have . All are equal before

complete freedom to #&‘ Natlor; the law. The

follow any religion. i} traditional social

But there is no official IN OUR CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY 1 Inequalities have to be

relgion, i“’i‘;‘;“‘:mt this teenty-sixth day of Novenber, 1949, do {f gg‘iﬁﬁ;;:; doud

zde:ﬁfs ax;cli practices HEREBY ADOPT, ENACT AND GIVE TO |} | ensure equal |
equal respect. - opportunity for all.

DEMOCRATIC QURSEIVES THIS CONSTITUTION. FRATERNITY

A form of government _ Al of us should

where people enjoy et behave as If we are

members of the same
family, No one should
treat a fellow citizen
as inferior.

{c)

(d)

(e)

A

Preamble - Sgul of the Indian Constitution

Flying an Indian flag made from any

material other than khadi is an
offence , and is punishable by faw
with uptothree years of imprisonment

and o hefty fine. -

In 63 years since it was presented,
the Indian” corstitution has been}~ -
hailed as one of the best
constifutions in the world.

Values that inspired and guided the freedom -truggle and were in turn

nurtured by it, formed the foundation for Indie's democracy. These values

are embedded in the Preamble of the Indian Constitution. They guide all '
the articles of the Indian Constifution. The CW
statement of its basic values. Thisis ituti
Thz Preamble contains the philosophy on which the entire Consntunon has

been built. It provides a standard to examine and evaluate any law and

action of government, to find out whether it is good or bad. It is the soul of

the Indian Constitution, '
Constitutional Amendement

Constitution of India is a very long and detailed document. Therefore it
needs to be amended quite regularly to keep it updated. Those who crafted |

the Indian Constitution felt-that it has to be in accordance with people's
aspirations and changes in society. They did not see it as a sacred, static

- and unalterable law. So, they made provisions to incorporate changes from

time to time. These changes are called constitutional amendments. -
Institutional design : ' '

The Indian Constitution lays down a pxocedure for choosing persons to
govern the country. It defines who will have how much power to take which

- decisions. And it puts limits to what the government can do by prowdmg 1

some rights to the citizens that canniot be viclated.

1 The tonges} Conshfuhon'lndm has|

the longest coristitution in the world.
Ithas 448 arficles; 12 schedules and o

194 amendmenfs




, |MPORTANT TERMS)———

AMENDMENT

It is a term which means change or modification. It is used in connection with changes made in the Constitution
of a country. The procedure of amendment of the Indian Constitution is given in Article 368 of the Constitution
itself.

APARTHEID

The official policy of racial separation and ill treatment of blacks followed by the government of South Africa
between 1948 and 1989. :

CLAUSE

A

A distinct section of a document.

CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY

An assembly of people’s representatives thal wiites a Constitution for a country.

CONSTITUTION

Supreme law of 2 country, contuining fundamental rules governing the politics and society in a country.
DRAFT |

A preliminary version of a legal dgcument.

DRAFTING COMMITTEE o

A ‘committee’ set up to draft the Constitution.

PREAMBLE

An iptroductory statementin a constitution whicl'} states its reasons and guiding values.

TREASON | -

“The offence of attempting to overthrow the government of the state to which the offender owes allegiance.
TRYST

A meeting or meeting place that has been agreed upon.
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EXERCISE # 1

FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT

Multiple choice questions
On what charges was Nelson Mandela sentenced
to life imprisonment?
{Wyfor treason
{2) For breaking the laws
{3) For corruption charges
{4) For possessing illegal property
What is apartheid?
(1) Election in proportion to population
(2 Official policy of discrimination against the Blacks
(3) Equality among all
(4) None of the above
In which way did the system of apartheid
discriminate among the South Africans?
(1) Restricted social contacts between the races
{2) Segregation of public facilities
{3) Created race-specific job categories
4y A the above
Name the organisation that led the struggle against
the policies of segregation.
(1) African National Conference
{2) African Neutral Congress
\U3rATrican National Congress
{4) All National Party :
Why did the white regime decide to change its
policies?
{1) Increase in protests and struggles

(2) Government realised that repression was.

becoming difficult
(3) Rise of sympathetic attitude in government for
the blacks :
,_(4’)/ Both (1) and {2)
Which of these did not form a part in the changed
attitude of South African government?
(1) Bliscriminatory laws were repealed
an on political parties and media was lifted
(3) Nelson Mandela was freed from imprisonment
M discriminatory laws were passed
When did South Africa become a democratic

country?
{1) 26" April, 1995 WApnl 1994
"{8) 24% March, 1994  (4) 27* April, 1996

What did tﬁe black population want in the new‘

Constitutton?
(1) A black President
427 Substantial social and economic nghts
(3) Whites should be turned out of the country
{4) Apartheid for the whites
What did the white minority want from the new
Con ution?
Protect its privileges and property
(2) A separate country. for themselves -
(3) Reservation in legislature ~ -

. JSome special rights

18. . Name the body which framed the Constitution i

10. During negotiations for making the Constitution, the
’ whites agreed to

(1) The principle of majority rule

{2} One person one vote ,

{3) Accept some basic rights for the poor and the

workers

J4L Al the above
11. Which of the following sentences is correct?

(1} All countries that have constitutions are

essarily democratic
\(D}Aﬁc countries that are democratic necevsanly

have constitutions
{3) Both (1) and {2)
{4} None of the above
12. When did Motilal Nehru draft a Constitution f%r

India? .
{1) 1927 @626 {(3) 1929 h(}1)4628
13. Where was the 1931 session of Indian Natlonal

Congress held? ' ’k
{1) Nagpur ia/arachi (3) Caleutta (.4);Delhi;

14. Which of these features were accepted by all the
Indian leaders, much before they sat down to make
- the Constitution? - :
(1) Universal adult franchise
(2) Right to freedom
{3) Protection of the rights of minorities
.:;@Mthe above ot oot ot oEo
15. According to which Act were the elections held to
provincial legislatures in India in 19377 i
Government of India Act. 1935 .
(2) Government of India Act. 1919 ' !
(3) Government of India Act. 1909 :
. » {4) None of the above :
16. Which of these inspired our leaders while frammg E
the Constitution? -~ §
{1) Ideals of the French Revolution
{2) Parliamentary democracy in Britain
(3) Bill of Rights in US
{8 All the above

17. Which Revolution in the world 1nsp1red the Indla
to set u ocialist economy? ~ - i
'Ggfx'e/n&a;evoluﬁon SN ;
(2) Turkish Revolution - S

(3} Rssian: Revolution o
- (4) American War of Independence .-

India? )

(1) General Assembly

2 onstxtuent Assembly
(3) Constxtdhonal Assembly
‘(4) People's Assembly e
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20.

BN e

"ivien did the Assembly adopt the Constitution for
India ?

1126 November 1949

(2) 26" December, 1949

§3rZ26" January 1950

(4) 26" January 1949

Who was the chairman of the Drafting Committee
of the Constituent Assembly ?

(1) Dr. Rajencra Prasad (2) Jawaharlal Nehru
M Ambedkar {4) Abul Kalam Azad

‘ True or false

The native reonle of South Africa are coloured.
Many sensitive whites also joined the ANC to oppose
apartheid and piayed a leading role in this struggle.
After three vears of discussion and debate
S.Africans cume out with one of the finest
constitutions the world has ever had.

The constituticii of & country is a set of wniten rules
that are accepted by all people living together ina
country. .
Our national movement was merely a struggle
against a foreign rule.

In 1931, the resolution at the Karachi session of
the Indian National Congress dwelt on how
indepencent [-diz's constitution should look like.
The socialist revolution in America had inspired many
Indians to think of shaping a system based on socual

- and econemic zquality.  «

The Constitution: begins with a short statement of
its basic values. This is called the Preamble to the
constitution.

Fill in the blanks

Blacks were forbidden from fiving in white areas.
They could work in ....ooeeneenns areas only if they
‘had a permiit.

Finally, at the ridright of 26® April 1994, the new
national .........cccen. of the Republic of South Africa

was unfurled rarking the newly born democracy in

3.

the world.

The South African constitulion inSpives ...........ccceeveee.
all over the world.

Constitution specifies howthe ... will
be constituted, who will have power to take which
decisions.

The British hiad left it to the rilers of the ......ccocoo.ce..
to decide whether they wanted to merge with India
or with Pakistan or remain independent.

The drafting of the document called the constitution
was done byan assembly of ............... representatives
called the Constituent Assembly.

Over the last half a century, several grdups have
questioned some provisions of the Const\tuuon But
no large social group or political party has ever
questioned the .......cccccrenenen. of the Constitution
itself. o Lo
Constitution makers did not see Constitution as a
sacred, static and unalterable law. So, they made

provisions to incorporate changes from time to time.
- These changes are called constitutional....................

Match_the column

Column A Column B . .
(A) [Preamble ¥ | Gi) |US
{B) |Shyama , | (ii} |Constitution came

Prasad . ¢ rV}, ___Jinto force
Mukherjee '
(C) jJuly 1946 | {iii) |Elections to the
“ i Constituent
\ Assembly were
held . :
D){26th -« - }{v) Former president
Jamra{zl N of Bhartiya
1950 Jansargh
%) IBill of rights | (v) [Soul of Indian
At constitution

~ True or Talse

3 False 4.True 5. False

1. Do v; ) - iv; (3)—)111 4) —>ii; (5)~—>i

V6. 'l:rue

1. False 2. True

Fill in the blanks - . :

1. White,’ 2. Flag. '3.democrats - 4. government * ;
5. princely states 6. elected 7. legxt:macy 8. amendments o
match the column . —_ - . a 7l

| 7. Félée | 8 True-
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SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT

10.

Short answer type questions

What problems existed in the making of the South
African constitution ? What compromises were
made?

What factors have contributed to the making of our
constitution ?

What do the following terms mean-Sovereign,
Socialist, Secular, Democratic.

How were the Blacks treated under the system of
Apartheid?

How did Apartheid come to an end in South Africa?
Why is the Indian Constitution acceptable to the
Indian people even today?

Describe the composition of the Constituent
Assembly.

What is importénce of a constitution in a 'democratic
country ?

Why is the Preamble very importarit ?

On which ideals do the Preamble to the Indian
constitution lay emphasis ?

® NG

Long answer type questions

Explain the role of Nelson Mandela in promoting
democracy in the world.

What is meant by apartheid ? Examine its major
features.

Explain the struggle of South African people against
apartheid.

What is constitution ? What is its importance ?
How was the Indian constitution framed ?

Give the salient features of the Indian constitution.
Throw some light on the freedom struagle of Africa.
India is a "Sovereign, Socialist, Secular, Democratic
Republic”, Justify. . ‘

“The working of the Constituent Assembly has given
sanctity to the constitution”. Explain.




NCERT QUESTIONS WITH ANSWERS

6.

" "Ans, Secular- Government will not favour afy religion. o o ‘ ‘

Here are some false statements. Identify the mistake in each case and rewrite these correctly based on what you

have read in this chapter. :

(@). Leaders of the freedom movement had an open mind about whether the country should be democratic or
not after independence. ’

Ans. Leaders of the freedom movement were decided on certain basic values and wanted India to be 2
democratic republic.

).  Members of the Constituent Assembly of India held the same views on all provisions of the Constitution.

- Ans. No, There were sharp differences on many issues. They were solved after long discussions and debates

and a consensus was reached.
). A country that has a constitution must be a democracy.
Ans. Not necessarily. Every country has a Constitution but all are not democracies - some are
{d).  Constitution cannot be amended because it is the supreme law of a country. .
Ans, A i(;lonstitution is not inflexible. It has to change according to the changes in society and reflect people's °
aspirations.
Which of these was the most salient underlying conflict in the making of a democratic constitution in South
Africa? . :
{a).  Between South Africa and its neighbours.
o). Between men and women
(). Between the white minority and the black majority

(d). Between the coloured minority minority and the black majority.

Ans. (c) between the white minority and black majority.

Which of these is a provision that a democratic Constitution does not have?

{a).  Powers of the head of the state {b). Name of the head of the state
(0.  Powers of the legislature ; (d).  Name of the country

Ans. (b). Naine of the head of the state. ‘

~ Match the following leaders with their roles in the making of the Constitution: .

{a). Motilal Nehru (i) President of the Constituent Assembly

).  B.R. Ambedkar (i) Member of the Constituent Assembly

{d.  Raiendra Prasad (iii} Chairman of the Drafting Committee

{d). - Sarojini Naidu (iv) Prepared a Constitution for India in 1928

Ans, (a) - {iv); (b} - (iii); {c) - {); (d) - (i). .

Read again the extracts from Nehru's speech Tryst with Destiny’ and answer the following:

(a). Why did Nehru use the expression "not wholly or in full measure” in the first sentence? -

‘Ans. He says this because India was partitioned into India and Pakistan.

Ans. What pledge did he want the makers of the Indian Constitution to take?

(b).  The pledge of service of the miliions who suffer.

(.  "The ambition of the greatest man of our generation has been to wipe every tear from every eye.” Who
was he referring to? K ' v o

_ Ans. Mahatma Gandhi. = - . ' R AR
"Here are some of the guiding values of the Constitution and their meaning. Rewrite them by matching them
" correctly. S R ; o -
y A(a)'. Sovereign {i} Government will not favour any religion
. Ans. Sovereign - People have the supreme right to make decisions.
"~ ()  Republic (ii) People have the supreme right to make decisions
" Ans, Republic - Head of the staté is an elected person. . - - S

{) - Fraternity (ii}) Head of the state is an elected person
Ans. Fraternity - People should live like brothers and sisters.
& Secular (iv) People should live like brothers and sisters



Here are different opinions about what made India a democracy. How much importance would you give to'each

of these factors?

{a)  Democracy in India is a gift of the British rulers. We received training to work with representative legislative
institutions under the British rule.

(b)  Freedom struggle challenged the colonial exploitation and denial of different freedoms to Indians. Free
India could not be anything but democratic.

(] We were lucky to have leaders who had democratic convictions. The denial of democracy in several other
newly independent countries shows the important role to these leaders.

Ans. [would give the maximum importance to the second opinion. Freedom struggle was the biggest factor in
teaching us the values of freedom of thought, expression and belief. It taught us that we had to be united,
live as brothers and sisters to fight the common enemy. It taught us the democratic value of equality, how
social equality was.as important as political one. It taught people that inspite of differences, some basic
values are accepted by all. ,

Second important factor was the quality of leadership. Gandhiji, Nehru, Bose, Azad, to name a few, were
great democrats who believed in equality, liberty and fraternity. They believed that the suffering of the
people had to be alleviated. :

The British qave the Indians trairiing to work with legislative institutions, but they were certainly not
believers of democracy. They did not allow every one to vote, they had all the power in their hands, they
created divisions among Hindus and Muslims, did not treat Indians as equal to them. In fact it was the
freedom struggle which taught Indians to value democracy.

Read the following extract from a conduct book for 'married women', published in 1912. '‘God had made the
female species delicate and fragile both physically and emotionally, pitiably incapable of self-defence. They are
destined thus by God to remain in made protection - of father, husband and son - all their lives. Women should,
therefore, not despair, but feel obliged that they can dedicate themselves to the service of men.’ Do you think
the values expressed in this para reﬂected the values underlymg our Constltuhon'r’ Or does-this go against the
constitutional values?

“They certainly go against our constitutional values. The Constitution makes no gender differences. Equal rights’
are given to women. They can vote, take up any job, have property rights and are paid (according to the -~

constitution) equal wages for equal work. The statement of 1912 makes women inferior to men and does not
give themn equal status. '

Read the following statements about a Constitution. Give reasons why each of these is tm_e or not true.
{8)  The authority of the rules of the constitution is the same as that of any other law:

Ans, Not true. Constitution is the supreme law. lts authority cannot be challenged even by the government. It
is not like an ordinary law.

(b)  Constitution lays down how different organs of the government will be formed.

Ans. Yes, itis true. It defines the role of the legislature, the executive and the judiciary and how they should be -
formed and by whom. T

{d .Rights- of citizens and limits on the f)ower of the government are !ai(_i down in the. Constitution._

Ans, Yesv true, The Fundamentnl Rights state clearly the rights of the citizens. They also state thepower of the
executive, lay down the rules of how the legislature and the ]uiihaary can control the govemment

(d A Constitution s about institutions, not about values.

Ans. Not true. The Constitution contains all the values which the mstltutions have to promote The Preambie to.

the Constitution is a shining example of this and states clearly that justice, liberty, quahty and fraternity -

have to be promoted Secularism has to be followed and soc1al1sm and democracy should be the basis of -
tha,govemment S e S ey ‘ ‘{-,. ‘. ' :



Important Notey




