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7, The Sections of the Essoy

7,.l The introduction
The pulpose of the introduction is to let the reader know

a) the topic

b) the aspect of the topic being dealt with

c) the stand (attitude) taken by the writer to the topic.

In other words, the introduction actually contains the conclusion!

For example, if the topic is:

Many rnodern children spend too rnuch time sining in front of a teleuision

screen. This is extrerneb harmful to their deuelopment. Therefore Parents
sltould strictly limit the time that children spend in this uay. Do you

agree?

you should let your reader know in the introduction whether your answer is yes,

I agree, or no, I disagree. The rest of the essay then provides support for your argument.

The structure of the introduction usually follows a common pattern. 
'Io 

introduce

the topic and explain why it is worthwhile talking about, you will normally need

a statement something like this:

Tbleuision is so common nolu that it is hard to imagine life without it.

That is, the first sentence typically makes a general statement about a situation.

The next statement then narrows the topic down to a specific aspect that he

writer will deal with. For example:

Howeuer, as rnan! peoPle haue pointed out, most children spend too muclt

time infont of the sueen, and this is harmful.

Note that the second statement often contains the word but or houteuer, to show

that the writer has something new or different to say. For example, if the first

sentence is:

Many people cornphin that children spend a great proPortion of their liues

utatching teleuision.
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then the second statement would be more likely to present the opposite view,

such as:

This may be true in some cases, but it is certainly not common enough to be a

serious problem.

It is, however, not always the case that the second statement contains a but or

ltotueuer. It may also support and strengthen the first statement.

Here are some examples:

Tbleuision has become so muclt a Part of our liues that man! PeoPle do not

realise hout many hours thqt actually spend u.,atching it, In fact, it has been

pointed out tltat most children utatch far more teleuision than is good for them.

Here is another topic:

The enaironment is one of the most important issues in the uorld today,

but gouernments are not doing enouglt about it. To uhat extent do you

thinh that indiaiduak can help to Protect the enuironment?

People are gradually becoming AtaAre of the fact that ute are desnoying our

natural enaironment. We should realise t/tat none of the other problems that

ute face Are more important than this one, but clearly gouernrnents are not

tahing a lead in dealing utith the issue. It is therefore up to indiuidual citizens

to do sometlting about it.

Note: In the above example the writer's conclusion is presented in the third

sentence. A statement, in this context, is not the same as a sentence. That is to

say, the writer's opinion is presented as the second statement, but not necessarily

the second sentence. See the model essays in Appendix B for more examples.

41

WARNING: You must avoid repeating the exact words of the topic. If

you repeat the words, you can gain no marks, since they are not your

words. The examiner will simply ignore them. If you paraphrase, /ou :rre

displaying your language skills.

Look again at the examples given above, and see how the first sentence in

each case is a paraphrase of the topic as it is given.
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TASK 19

The following are five introductions to the essay topic:

Modern technologlt ltas increased our material weahlt, but not our

happiness. To tahat extent do you agree uitlt tltis statement?

However, the sentences have been jumbled. Find the first and second sentences

which belong together in each case, to make five different introductions.

1. Euery countr! in the world is aimingfor technological deuelopment.

2. The most important thingfor happiness, houteuer, is not ltossessions, but

relationships.

3. For most people, tecltnological deuelopment rneans an improuement in their

life-style.

4. Their gouernments are not mahing their people more contented, ltoweuer, as

inequalities in society continue to grow.

5. Modern technologt can prouide enormous benefts in terms of materialgoods.

6. It seems clear ltoweuer, that this is an old-fashioned uieu, and that

technological inuentions actually allow people to haue more time and leisure

to satisfii their spiritual needs.

7. Tbchnology has brought many cltanges to peoples liues, not all of uthich are

beneficial.

8. Some people claim that modern technologlt is harrning society\ spiritual and

naditional ualues.

9. Infact, in many cases peo?le haue sffired enormously because of these changes.

10. Howeuer uthile some PeoPle enjoy an easier life, others are ofien made

unemploled as a resuh of neut tecltnologlt, and most people now feel insecure

and unhappy as a resub.

a Ansuer Ke!
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TASK 20

Select the best pair of sentences from the following to introduce the topic:

The Internet has prouided great benefits, but at the same time it has also

created nera problems and inequalities. Is it possible to control some of

these problems?

a) Most people would like to ltaue access to the Internet.

b) The Internet has changed our liues more tltan an! other modrrn technologlt.

t) Tlte Internet has giuen both aduantages and disaduantages to our society.

d) The Internet is a relatiuely neu phenolnenon.

t) In fact, uith the Internet it is possible to do many things.

f) Howeuer, the Internet can help terrorists to communicate with each other.

d At the same time it has reated An enormous gap betuteen tltose who haue

Access to it and tltose taho do not.

h) On the other hand it ltas neated some problems.

a Answer Ke!

7 ,1,1 Grommor ond Vocobulory in the Introduction
The introduction will normally be in the present tense (e.g. people compkin), or

the present continuous (people are gradually becoming aware), or in the present

perfect tense (people haue pointed out),

After your introductory statement you need to connect the second statement (i.e.

second or third etc. sentence) either by showing contrast, or by adding emphasis:

Contrast Connectors: but, houeuex neaertlteless, by / in contrast, on the

otlter hand, in spite of this, uhile, uhereas, ahhough.

NOTE: IT IS VERY IMPORTANT TO USE THESE CORRECTLY.
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Note: It is best to avoid starting a sentence with But, since it is rather informal

to do so. Houeaer is the most common and the most useful word. It can be used

for almost every situation. Note, however, that it is often better to use it in the

second position in the sentence. Avoid using on the contrary and take great care

with other connectors.

TASK 2I

Supply a suitable connector in the gaps in the following introductory

sentences:

a) Many people belieue tltat nuclear energ! is clean.

it is potentially rnore dangerous than any otlter technolog that we use.

b) The Internet has brought manl oPportunities to people.

it has ako increased the gap benreen rich and poor people and societies.

c) We haue clearly gained many benefts fom modern technologlt.

it can be argued that happiness does not depend on material comforts.

a Ansuter Kel

IASK 22
'Write 

introductions for the following topics, remembering tor

a) write a generd statement in your first sentence

b) indicate your qwn position or stand on the topic in the second or

third sentence.

c) paraphrase the words of the topic.

I. h is genrally agreed that the utorld. is faring serious maironrnmul probhnx of

pollution, global uartning and the hss of resources sucb as fresh utater. Some

people beline that these problems can be solaed by technological inuentions

and dnelopments, u,hile others feel strongly tltat ue can only solae these

probbms by consuming hss, and liuingsimpbr W-tryl"t..Vhat is your opinion?

2. Many people feel strongly that heahh seraices should be proaid.ed by the

goaernment and should be freely auaikble. Others argue that only

priuatised heabh care can prouide good quality heabh seruices. Tb uhat

extent do you belieue that heahh and medical seruices should be priuatised?
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7 ,2Ihe Body
The body will rypically consist of about three paragraphs, presenting points to

support your argument. You will have worked out your ideas in the planning

stage, when organising your brainstormed ideas. Now it is simply a matter of

presenting one main point in each paragraph.

A paragraph is like a mini-essay, since it is also a unit of writing. That means

that, like in an essay, you must let the reader know as soon as possible what your

proposition or statement is, and then support it. This is usually done with a

topic sentence. Let us look again at the classification in 4.3 of brainstormed

ideas on the question about the Internet.

The Internet has reaolutionised tlte modern utorld, but it has abo created

neu problems and inequnlities. Do you agree?

Our brainstorming produced the following ideas:

BUSINESS ACTIVITIES

Pos i t ive:

on l i ne  bank ing

onl ine shopping

ai r l ine bookings

concert bookings

theetre bookings

N egative:

hackers

PofnogfePhy

IN FORIIIATION / RESEARCH

Pos it ive:

distance education

info. for research

N egotive:

no eccess for poor people

COMMUNICATION

Pos it ive:

bus iness connunicet ion

eme i l

shar ing in fo

chat- rooms

pol ice shar ing in fo

N egative:

terrorisis sharing info

First of all, we will look at which of the points we may want to delete. \We will

want to keep the main categories: business activities, information / research

(include education here, perhaps), and communication. Not all the details are

going to be worth keeping, but at present we are only considering the topic

sentences, so we can ignore that for now.
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Next we need to ranl< the ideas in order of importance. Perhaps we can start

with business activities, because they are the most widespread use of the Internet

at present, and then go on to talk about education, which is very important, and

finally discuss personal communication.

However, we also need to discuss the positive and negative aspects. At this stage

we need to decide whether to start with our three categories, and list the positive

and negative aspects within each, or to start with the positive aspects, listing all

three categories in a row and then to move on to the negative ones. Either

organisation system is possible. Here is a suggestion about how to construct

topic sentences for the first system:

There is no doubt that the Internet has brought about an almost unbelieuable

cltange in the utay business and banking is conducted.

Next, we must go on to the negative aspects, so our next paragraph could begin

something like this:

Houteuer, since the Internet is not auailable to most people in deueloping

countries, it is clear that the gap betueen the rich and the poor countries has

actually u.,idened enormously since online business and banhing haue been

introduced.

If we continue like this, we would end up with 6 paragraphs in the body (3

categories x positive and negative), which is too long for the test essay. So, to

keep it shorter, and to have a little variery you could introduce the positive and

negative ideas together in the next paragraph's topic sentence, like this:

In education and researclt the situation is similar: the Internet ltas made

reuolutionary cltanges in these felds, but the kch of access for poor people and

poor societies is creating serious inequalities.

Notice how if you have a point that appears twice in your lists, you can use it to

link one paragraph to the next, as above (widened gap -+irnikr --seriotu ineqrnlities).

Finally, we need to mention communication in general, which is already covered

by some of the above points, as well as personal communication. Again, we can

link the concepts:

The Internet basically inuolues communication, not only in business and

education, as mentioned aboue, but also for personal information excltange.
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There is, of course, an almost endless number of ways of introducing the same

concepts at the beginning of each paragraph. The main points to remember are:

a) the introductory paragraph introduces the main idea of the essay, and

the topic sentences introduce the main supporting ideas

b) the topic sentence introduces the main idea of the paragraph, and the

following sentences provide supporting ideas for it.

7.2,1 Vocobulory in the Body
Connectors will occur throughout the body of your essay. The most common

ones are those that are used for listing, and for addition, for consequences and for

emphasis. The basic listing connectors are:

firstly; secondly; the thirdfeature etc.; finally; in conclusion.

These are the most boring ones. Rather better are the ones that show addition:

both..,and.; aho; not only....but abo....; furthennore; rnoreoaer; in add.ition.

Note: Do not overuse these connectors. It is very boring to read one of these at

the beginning of each sentence ! Note also that it is better to put also in the second

position in the sentence, not at the beginning.

The most common connectors showing effects, results or consequences are:

therefore; consequently; for this retnon; as a resuh; because of this.

Note also: All of the above must start a new sentence -+hey cannot be used to

join clauses. For example

#Not eueryone has Access to tlte Internet therefore it diuides communities

is wrong. You can either use a semi-colon (;) or use and therefore.

Connectors for emphasis are useful and include:

in fact; tabat is rnore; in particukr.

\When giving examples you can use:

for examph; for instance; suclt as.

Be careful with the latter: suclt as can NOT begin a clause. It is a preposition,

followed by a noun (or gerund). (A"d please never use #such like, which is not

correct English!)

There are of course many other connectors. Make yourself familiar with the most

useful ones and be careful to use them accurately or your logic will appear faulty.
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7,3 The Conclusion
The conclusion need not be long. In fact, it can be as short as one sentence. A

good conclusion will not be merely a repetition of the main topic statement of the

essay, or of your proposition statement in the introduction, since that is rather

boring to read and does not show your English skills. Nevertheless, it should contain

some kind of a summary of the main argument or proposition of the essay. It is

also a good idea to include a comment on the implications of your conclusion.

Il for instance, you make a recommendation, you can comment on what may

happen if your recommendation is followed. For example, (for the topic that

childrent viewing of television should be controlled):

Therefore it is important to lirnit tlte amount of teleuision that children watclt,

otlteruise they willsuffer educationally and socially as they grou uP.

Or: Therefore, if childreni teleuision uieu.,ing is sensibly superuised it uill albw

tltem to enjoy cmain programs as u.,ell as to deuebp the skills that thry need.

Note the paraphrases for the word contro/. As with the introduction, if you want

to stay close to the topic statement it is desirable to attempt to paraphrase it. In

some cases you can even avoid a paraphrase completely by summarising in a new

way. For example:

Children do not always knout uhat is best for them, and in this cAse, As in

many other cases, tlte guidance ofparents is essentialf they dre to grou uP as

uell-balanced people.

In some cases a conclusion may consider possible future outcomes. For example:

T/te Internet has already become utidespread and almost indispensable, and it

can be expected that in future Access utill become cheaper and easier for eaerlone

in the uorld.

Or: Although atomic energ! cAn neuer rt4n out, unlihe fossil fuels, it is clear that

other, less dangerous sources of energt will need to be deueloped for future
generations.
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7,3,. l  Grommqr ond Vocobulory in the Conclusion
Make sure that you know how to use various terms expressing implications

correctly. These include:

otheruise; in this case; under these circumstances

followed by the future tense"

You will also need the language of speculation (see below).

For predictions you will need the future tense, of course, and it is important to

use modifiers in this case, such as it is lihely that, in allprobability. (See 8.1

below).

There are, of course, connectors that are typically used for conclusions. The first

one on the list is the most unimaginative, and it is better to think of a more

interesting one if you can.

In conclusion, finally, therefore, consequently, clearly, it is clear on the

uiltole, in otlter utords, generally speahing

Remember that you can combine thnefore with other connectors: e.g. It is clear

therefore, t h at.. ; Genera lly sp eak ing therefore.

Note: Beware of the common error of using mare for emphasis. More is z

comParatlve term.

For example:

People are more interested in making Tnone!
I

does not mean

People dre uery interested in mahing mone!.

If you say tlrey ar:- mor€ interested" it should mean that they are more interested

than before, or rnore interested in mahing rnonr! than something else, but if

there is no compatison expressed or clearly implied, then rnore should not

be used.
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