On the Ignorance Of the Learned

Textual Questions
Question 1. Who is unacquainted with the maxims and manners of the world?

a) the scientist

b) the lawyer

c) the learned pedant
d) the artist
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Answer: (c) the learned pedant

Question 2. Whom should we read to know the force of human genius?

a) Shakespeare
b) Milton

c) Pope

d) Gray
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Answer: (a) Shakespeare

Answer the following questions in 15-20 words each :
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Question 1. whom do you consider learned ?
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Answer: We may consider a man learned who knows of things that are far removed
from common life and actual observation.
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Question 2. Who is a pragmatist ?
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Answer: A pragmatist is a person who is practical and free from any scholastic discipline
in his approach to matters in life.
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Question 3. Do the learned practise their own pieces of wisdom ?
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Answer: The leanred men do not practise their own pieces of wisdom because they are
un connected with the experiences of life.
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Question 4. What, according to Hazlitt, is knowledge ? Hazlitt
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Answer: Accoding to Hazlitt, knowledge is the knowing of the real meaning, and value
of things that are related to life and its experiences. Hazlitt
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Answer the following questions in 50 words each :
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Question 1. What does Hazlitt have to say about the learned men ? Do they
possess true knowledge ?
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Answer: About learned men, Hazlitt says that they are a kind of men who are untiring
readers of books .They have no ideas of their own and are incapable of making
independent observations on any subject. They do not possess true knowledge as they
are content with sense borrowed from others.
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Question 2. What are the areas Hazlitt thinks the learned people are ignorant of ?
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Answer: Hazlitt believes that the learned people are mere scholars who know nothing
but books. They have no real knowledge of men and things connected with practical life.
They do not know what happens around them and are ignorant of the language and
beauty of nature and art and other aspects of life
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Question 3. Do you think Hazlitt's views are relevant today ?
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Answer: In "On the Ignorance of the Learned”, Hazlitt criticises formal education and
truly says that this system does not promote true knowledge. It depends most on rote
learning which weakens the internal strength of thought. So, the need today is to
educate the mind free from all scholastic disciplines.
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Question 4. Is the essay Hazlitt's answer to the problem of evil ?
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Answer: The essay "On the Ignorance of the Learned” is indeed Hazlitt's answer to the
evil of pedantry. He criticises pedantry severely as it takes the learner or the reader away
from nature and the perceptual world. It also hinders the accquisition of true knowledge
and the unbiased development of the mind.
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Answer the following questions in about 100 words each :
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Question 1. Do you agree that learning and pedantry go together ?
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Answer: In the essay "On the Ignorance of the Learned”, Hazlitt has clearly distinguished
learning from pedantry. To him, learning is not the knowledge of what is already known.
And this is what pedantry exactly does. It teaches and propagates which is before us,
about us, and which is part of common experiences, passions and pursuit of life.

This is the knowledge that one can get from books and other artificial sources. But by
learning Hazlitt means knowing something which is the farthest removed from common
experience and actual observation. Thus, learning and pedantry do not go together.
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Question 2. In the essay, Hazlitt expresses his longing and passion for nature and
perceptual world. Explain.
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Answer: In the essay "On the Ignorance of the Learned” Hazlitt expresses his longing
and passion for nature and the perceptual world while criticizing the learned. Hazlitt
says that the perceptual world is the best book in itself. He further says that those who
understand this nature and world rightly are learned in true sense. Hazlitt criticizes such



scholars who spend their valuable life in reading and memorising so called theories
written in thick books. Hazlitt advises us all to read the lively book present before us in
the form of beautiful world.
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Additional Questions

Short Answer Type Questions

Answer the following questions in about 50 words each:
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Question 1. Why does Hazlitt begin the essay with a poem by Butlar ?
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Answer: Hazlitt begins the essay with Butler's poem because both concur on pedantry.
Just as a man who learns too many languages does not acquire skill in expressing sense,
similarly a pedant who reads too many books is incapable of free expression and
thought.
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Question 2. What does the author say about the lounger who is seen with a book
in his hand ?
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Answer: About the lounger who is seen with a book in his hand, the author says that he
has neither power nor interest in understanding things around him. He is a book-worm
who is incapable of making any observation and also rejecting any that has not been
clearly made in the book.
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Question 3. What, according to Hazlitt, is the result of relying on books for sense ?
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Answer: According to Hazlitt, if a person makes a habit of reading too much and relying
on books to derive sense, all his internal strength of thought is weakened. His faculties
of the mind are rendered listless and dull. Such a person loses all capability for genuine
thought and action.
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Question 4. Why does the author compare the learned with the copiers of pictures
?
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Answer: The author compares the learned with the copiers of pictures because both are
alike when set upon to do something on their own. Then their heads turn and they do
not know where thay are. Their deficiencies in doing the task come to the fore and they
find themselves lost.
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Question 5. Who, according to Hazlitt, is an idler at school ?
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Answer: According to Hazlitt, an idler at school is one who has health and spirits and
who gives his wit and limbs a free use. Such a person is happy and carefree and enjoys
nature with open arms and gay abandon. He is also keenly interested in the affairs of his
friends and acquaintances.
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Question 6. How does Hazlitt define learning ?
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Answer: Hazlitt defines learning as knowledge which can be had from books and other
artificial sources. The knowledge of something which is before us, about us and which
appeals to our experiences, passions and persuits is not learning. It is the knowing of
what is removed from common life and actual observation.
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Question 7. “The learned pedant is conversant with books only.” Explain.
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Answer: By saying that the learned pedant is conversant with books only, Hazlitt means
that he knows nothing but books. His mind is filled with the stuff which others have
filled in their books. He has no other interests and no practical knowledge of things yet
he is their professed master.
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Question 8. What, according to Hazlitt, is the ignorance of the learned ?
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Answer: According to Hazlitt, the ignorance of the learned is their lack of familiarity with
things of practical experience and actual observation. The learned are ignorant of the
beauties of nature, the spirit of music, art, poetry, sports, trade or occupation. They
know nothing of the practical aspect of life.
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Question 9. What is affection and imposture for common people ?
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Answer: Hazlitt believes that for common people what holds importance is all that is
connected with the daily affairs and experience of their lives. They understand only the
things that they have opportunity to know and motives to study or practice. Beyond that
everything also is affection and imposture for them.
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Question 10. What do the common people have which the learned are devoid of ?
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Answer: Hazlitt says that common people make use of their limbs. They understand
their work and the people they deal with. They poises eloquence to express their
passions. They know many good things of life. Most of all, they have commonsense. The
learned have always been devoid of all these things.
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Question 11. Who are the most sensible people in Hazlitt’'s opinion ?
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Answer: In Hazlitt's opinion, the men of business and of the world whom we meet in
the society’ are the most sensible people. They are the most realistic and practical in
their attitudes and pursuits. They do not talk of what things ought to be. They say what
they see and know.
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Question 12. What has Hazlitt to say about women ?
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Answer: About women Hazlitt says that they have more good sense and fewer
pretensions than men. As they do not reason at all, they judge things more truly and
naturally. They do not think and speak by rule. They have more wit eloquence and more
sense as well.
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Long Answer Type Questions

Answer the following questions in 100 words each :
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Question 1. Give a character sketch of the learned as drawn by Hazlitt.
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Answer: Hazlitt describes the learned as men who are the untiring readers of books.

They depend too much on them and are content with borrowed sense. They have no
ideas of their own and are incapable of making independent observations. They draw
intellectual support from books and are as Hazlitt says more “literary drudges” whose



imaginations are enslaved by scholastic disciplines. They do not possess true knowledge
and are deficient in common-sense. They are mere scholars who are ignorant of the
beauty and language of nature and the spirit of art, music, poetry, sports and trade and
other things of life.
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Question 2. Why is Hazlitt against classical education ?
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Answer: Hazlitt is against classical education because it has harmful effects on both the
students and teachers. It lays emphasis on rote learning and knowledge derived from
books. The result is that the students tend to memorize things without understanding.

They grow up to be book-worms and are dependent on books to sense. The tea he
fresh ion. The system kills the internal strength of thought of its followers and enslave
them to the various scholastic disciplines. Under its effect, instead of discovering
themselves in new ways; people rely on the artificial aspects of life.
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Question 3. How are the ordinary men better than the learned according to
Hazlitt?
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Answer: Hazlitt believes that the ordinary men are better than the learned in many
ways. Unlike the learned, the ordinary men make use of their limbs and live by their
labour or skill. They understand the work they do and also the people they work with.

They have eloquence to express their views, emotions and passions. They have also wit
and spirit to enjoy life. They use language freely and naturally without any hassles. They
know more of good things and of character than the learned pedant. Above all, they
have commonsense which the learned never had in all the ages.
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Question 4. “Leave me to my repose.” Whose motto is it and why?
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Answer: According to Hazlitt, "Leave me to my repose.” is the motto of the sleeping and
the dead. By this, the author refers to the learned who, like sleepers in sleep, are
engrossed in books and, like the dead, are unaware of the things and happenings
around.

They are not even willing to come out this state for fear of losing their intellectual
support and being left to themselves. Without books, they cannot even breathe. Their
intellectual faculties are so enfeebled by the habit of borrowing ideas and sense from
others that books become their crutches without which they must fall.
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