


The Constitution of India
Chapter IV A

Fundamental Duties

ARTICLE 51A
Fundamental Duties- It shall be the duty of every citizen of India-

(a) to abide by the Constitution and respect its ideals and institutions,
the National Flag and the National Anthem;

(b) to cherish and follow the noble ideals which inspired our national
struggle for freedom;

(c) to uphold and protect the sovereignty, unity and integrity of India;

(d) to defend the country and render national service when called upon
to do so;

(e) to promote harmony and the spirit of common brotherhood amongst
all the people of India transcending religious, linguistic and regional
or sectional diversities, to renounce practices derogatory to the
dignity of women;

(f) to value and preserve the rich heritage of our composite culture;

(g) to protect and improve the natural environment including forests,
lakes, rivers and wild life and to have compassion for living
creatures;

(h) to	 develop	 the	 scientific	 temper,	 humanism	 and	 the	 spirit	 of	 inquiry
and reform;

(i) to safeguard public property and to abjure violence;

(j) to strive towards excellence in all spheres of individual and
collective activity so that the nation constantly rises to higher levels
of endeavour and achievement;

(k) who is a parent or guardian to provide opportunities for education
to his child or, as the case may be, ward between the age of six
and fourteen years.
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FOREWORD

In accordance with the decision of the Government of Maharashtra, the new curriculum for 
Secondary education is being introduced with effect from June 2012 for class IX and from June 
2013 for class X.The new curriculum of French has been prepared in keeping with the National 
Curriculum Framework 2005 and State Curriculum Framework 2010.

French has an important place in the School Curriculum and the student has a choice to 
study French as a foreign language from Std. VIII. In today’s global scenario, learning French is an 
added advantage as it opens up new vistas in various fields for the students. The title «Le Français, 
c’est un atout!» aptly highlights the advantage («atout») of learning French in addition to English 
and the mother tongue.

This course book is based on the syllabus as approved for the Composite Course in French 
for Standard IX.  Le Français, c’est un atout ! adopts a learner- centred approach whereby the 
learner becomes a good and effective user of the language.

Every lesson in the book is planned keeping in mind the basic level of a student passing the 
Standard VIII examination. It has a basic theme with new expressions, vocabulary, supplementary 
texts and appropriate pictures. A lot of exercises on grammar, translation, comprehension and com-
position will allow the student to reinforce the ideas learnt. An effort has been made to make the 
lessons of the course book interactive as it helps develop communication skills.

Language education cannot focus only on the development of language skills; it has to nur-
ture basic values as well. The topics like Wild Life Protection and Conservation, Environmental 
Protection and other social aspects that are discussed in the lessons and the Project ideas suggested 
will help the students not only to be aware of their surroundings but also to create something ori-
ginal in their own words.

In 2006, the Board took an important decision of introducing an Oral Test in all languages at 
the secondary level.  A CD accompanying the book offers additional help to the teachers and the 
students in this direction.

The Board is grateful to the Convenor and the members of the Board of Studies in French, 
the writers / editors, the artist and the cartographer of the course book, the invitee and the coordi-
nator for their diligent work. 

The Board had invited experts in the French language and school teachers of French from 
Mumbai and Pune to go through the manuscript and offer their comments. The Board wishes 
to thank Dr. Roma Kirpalani and Prof. (Mrs.) Anjali Paranjpye, Ms. Véronik Jussawalla and 
Ms. Valérine Nicaise for their expert opinion and guidance. The Board is specially thankful to  
Dr. Roma Kirpalani for her specific inputs including an original poem.The Board is grateful to the 
school teachers Mrs. Christina Mascarenhas, Mrs.Komala Devarajan  and Mrs.Vrunda Madgulkar  
for their valuable inputs based upon their experience gained in the teaching of French at this level.  
Special thanks to Mr. Luc Didon, director, Alliance Française, Pune for the help rendered with the  
maps. It is only after a careful consideration of their reports that the manuscript has been finalised.

The Board is also thankful to the Maharashtra State Bureau of Textbook Production and 
Curriculum Research for timely production of this book.

Mr. Sarjerao Jadhav 
Chairman 

Maharashtra State Board of Secondary and 
Higher Seconday Education, 

Pune - 411 004

Place :  Pune 

Date  :  1st June 2012



INTRODUCTION
This coursebook in French (Composite Course for Std.IX), «Le Français, c’est un atout!» is based on 
the new curriculum of French at the Secondary level. Teachers, parents and students therefore, need 
to understand the features of the curriculum which are:
The curriculum is  1. skill-based.

2. need-based.
3. learner-centered.
4. value-oriented.

Current thinking in curriculum development and its implementation and the views and opinions 
expressed by teachers on the existing curriculum framework have been taken into consideration 
while preparing this course book.
The general objectives of teaching / learning French :
«Le Français, c’est un atout!» is prepared keeping in mind the specific needs and interests of the 
students of Std.IX Composite Course and  the teaching / learning situation of French in schools in 
Maharashtra. For the first time, coloured illustrations and maps have been introduced to generate and 
sustain the interest of the learner.
Structure of «Le Français, c’est un atout!»:
This new book, like «Le Français, c’est fun!» prescribed for Std VIII Composite Course, has a 
thematic design.
With Paris as its canvas, the book contains seven lessons having a thematic unity. The themes have 
been chosen with great care taking into consideration the interests of students.  
Each lesson is further divided into seven sub-units:
Every lesson opens with a dialogue on the main theme. The themes have been chosen considering 
the student’s age, social / cultural background and aspirations. Thus, all the themes are culturally, 
sociologically and educationally appropriate.
It is followed by the communication aspect related to or chosen from the main theme. Various 
speech acts are taught in the main text. The communication aspect carries the development further. 
A supplementary text follows the above sub-unit in the form of a short paragraph. Narrative and 
descriptive in nature, it highlights one particular point in the main text. This section allows for the 
development of reading and writing skills.
Sections on vocabulary and grammar introduce new words, expressions and grammar topics 
in accordance with the lesson. Explanation for the grammar section is given in English for easy 
understanding of the concepts. Revision of certain important topics has also been included. A glossary 
covering the topics in the lesson (Main text – Communication – Supplementary text – Vocabulary – 
Grammar – Exercises) have been provided at the end of the book.
Ample exercises to cover all aspects of language learning have also been provided. These will help 
to fix and to reinforce topics covered in the lessons. Exercises on phonetics have also been set.
The last section of each lesson is a short text in easy French on Civilization. Texts covering a wide 
range of topics including environment, ecology, wildlife conservation as well as those inculcating 
international understanding and Indo-French relations have also been included.
As we move a step further, we are sure that 

«Le Français, c’est un atout!»



NOTE FOR TEACHERS, PARENTS & STUDENTS
The teacher plays a vital role in foreign language learning. The organization and structure of each 
lesson will  help the teacher devise strategies for the group, as essentially the large number of 
students in the classroom and the time allotted are the main factors to be taken into consideration.
As «student-centered learning» is the focus, an effort has been made to organize the learning 
material and tasks to encourage the learner to learn independently. At the same time, group work/  
pair work tasks have been proposed.
Developing reading / listening skill:
The coursebook «Le Français, c’est un atout!» is accompanied by an audio CD. It comes with 
the textbook. The main text, the communication section, the supplementary text and the phonetic 
exercises of all the  lessons are all on the audio CD. 
All the above-mentioned sections require reading/listening in class as this interactivity helps. Poems 
should be read out and the learner should be encouraged to read them aloud. The participation of 
the students also helps develop ease in speaking the language. 
In the class, the first listening activity could be that of listening to the CD. The student too could 
go over the same at home. The CD is a very good tool to develop the listening skill.
The CD is especially useful for the phonetic exercises. Parts of the book recorded  in the audio CD 
are indicated by the       symbol. 
Speaking skill:
The Communication section which follows the main text, covers this skill specifically. The teacher 
can ask the learners in pairs or in groups to enact this section in pairs or in groups.
The learner should be encouraged through small activities such as role- play, poetry recitation and 
small skits to communicate in French at all times. Exercises have been provided in the lessons on 
the communication aspect.
Vocabulary:
Vocabulary and expressions related to the themes  have been  included in the section. A glossary is 
provided at the end of the book.
The aim of the vocabulary tasks is to encourage expansion, memorization and enrichment of 
vocabulary, always keeping in mind the fun element. 
Grammar:
All grammar topics  have been explained in English for easy comprehension. The concepts  have 
been further illustrated with numerous examples to clarify them.
A revision of a few important topics from Std. VIII has also been included. 
There are plenty of exercises. Grammar exercises focus on mastering the concepts. Therefore, the 
exercises progress from very simple to the complex. 
Writing:
Writing tasks have been included in most chapters in some form. These may vary from simple 
question-answer type activity to guided writing. 
The learner should also be encouraged to write small skits and articles as they encourage creativity.
Comprehension:
Comprehension passages have been included with a view to encourage the learner to read, 
understand and pick up the finer details of structure and information.
These passages can also be used for reading and for translation.
Translation:
Texts for translation from French to English have also been provided. These help the learner 



to understand the structure of the French language and express himself in correct English. It also 
provides for a better understanding of the two languages.
«Le Français, c’est un atout!» is designed as a composite book. It contains the main learning material 
as well as the student’s workbook material (exercises in the grammar section)  and instructions to 
the teacher.
For teachers:
The teacher’s role is vital as s/he needs to highlight the fact that French is not just another subject 
to be studied. Learning it opens wider avenues in the student’s career. The teacher is the real and 
the most important motivator for developing an interest and love for the language. These are some 
general guidelines: 
• Make optimal use of the learning material provided.
• Encourage students to speak in French. Errors in communication need to be overlooked as the

focus should be on developing confidence in the student to communicate in French.
• Encourage pair work / group work for activities as activity-based learning is a great motivator.
• Organize a French Day. (Posters made by students, small skits, preparation of French dishes can

be encouraged on this day).
• Emphasize the importance of the French National Day (14th July).
• Organize guest lectures; invite French natives and natives from Francophone countries based in

India to share their experiences.
• Always discuss current topics related to France, India and Indo-French relations, as also those

with Francophone countries.
• In schools where audio-visual equipment is available, short films and documentaries on France

could be screened.
PLEASE NOTE : The segment on “Civilisation” at the end of each lesson and the poems enable
the student to go beyond the frame-work of the basic lessons. Hence, they should not be used for
any formal evaluation in tests and exams.

For students:
«Le Français, c’est un atout!» is a coursebook for the learner. All learning material is organized and 
presented to make the learning of French interesting and enjoyable. 

• Participate actively in all activities.
• Participate in pair / group work.
• Always try to express yourself in French during the French class. Never be discouraged

by mistakes. The most important thing should be the need to communicate and express
yourself.

• For Grammar, make tables and structures as these help in learning. You could make charts
for your class.

• For irregular verbs too, charts could be made. It  serves as a memory tool.
• Read up and use reference material in French.

For parents:
• Go through the course book yourself. It will be of interest to you too.
• Encourage your child in every possible way.
• Learning French is fun, it is extremely enriching and it is a huge advantage for your child.

It is with great pleasure that we present this new coursebook as,
«Le Français, c’est un atout!»
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