Drought

Textual Questions
Comprehension Questions

A. Choose the correct alternative:

Question 1. Who killed Mahesh?

(a) Tarak Ratna
(b) Shibu

(c) Gafur

(d) Amina

Question 2. Who was Amina?

a) Tarakaratna’'s daughter
b) Shibu’s daughter

c) Gafur's sister

d) Gafur's daughter
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Question 3. The story took place in......

a) April
b) December

a) bull

b) zamindar
C) priest

d) tanner
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Question 5. Why did Gafur go to Fuller at the end?

(a) to sell Mahesh



(b) to attend a funeral
(c) to work at the jute mill
(d) to befool Amina

Answers:

1. (c)
2. (d)
3. (d)
4. (b)
5.(Q)

B. Answer the following questions in 30-40 words each:

fRfafad Ude UY &1 IR 30-40 Ysal A SR

Question 1. ‘Many a time Gafur was forgiven by the landlord’. Why?
Thal 81 IR SHIGR & GRTTHR &1 Aot et Tt ot e

Answer: Many a time Mahesh had broken loose and entered the landlord’s garden or
field and eaten his flowers.

But Gafur was forgiven because he was poor and begged pardon.

forat 81 IR FRY 7 T g1 dl At SR SHiGR & W a1 sl H g8 R Hell bl W1 bl
T | TR TR &1 AT e STl 2t aiifer a8 TRYa T SR ATt [ oid Tl

Question 2. Describe the two times when Gafurlost self-control.
31 1 (AR DT JUI HITOTT 9d THR A 31 - =107 & feam |

Answer: First, when Gafur had returned home at noon after a futile search for work and
did not get food and water at home and the second time, when the landlord's
messenger had spoken to him roughly, Gafur lost self-control.

YT IR, OF TTHR GIUER ! HIH B! e H SRI%hd g1 TR dleT °T 3R I TR H HivH
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Question 3. What is penance? Why did Gafur think of doing it?
UTITYd T BIdT 87 THR - WTSd HRA &1 &1d 31 i

Answer: Penance is an act you do in order to show that you are sorry for the wrong you
have done. Gafur thought of doing it because he thought himself to be responsible for
Mahesh’s killing.

TrIfdd U U o § oY oy I8 feam & fore v § 6 eimuds g1 i T8 Trerd el
TR MY GF g1 TEHR A UAfEd F3 Bi a1d S9ferd Al Fifds a8 Wad $I 7g< B gl Bl
AT 7|

Question 4. What kind of life did poor Amina lead right from her childhood?

AT DT 301 §9U I 81 fod UPR &1 Sita fod=T oeT uT?

Answer: Amina was a motherless child. She had been bearing hunger and misery since
her childhood. Even in that tender age, she had to do all the household chores.

3T Uep o A ) It Y| 98 Suue A &) 4 3R donelis Tgd! o oY | Tgf ae 6 39
DI Y T 51 3 W b IR HIH HA Tsd Y|

Question 5. Why was there so much scarcity of water in the village?
Tia & 0 & U o ga-1 el ot e

Answer: Because of the drought, two out of the three village tanks had dried up. The
private tank of Shibu Babu was not for public use. Hence there was so much scarcity of
water in the village.

Y & PRI &b 19 H Y & drefs J@ 70 A1 g a1 & Foft drers § J S S Bl
O A 1 SrgAfa et ot | SHiferg ifa & U1 & urit &1 St et g1 it ot

Question 6. Why did Gafur lose his temper and kill Mahesh?
THR = S{UHT TUT Wl HR H Bl 5T I DR §I?

Answer: Mahesh had knocked down Amina on the ground. She shrieked loudly. The
pitcher tumbled over and Mahesh was sucking up the water as it flowed on the earth.
Seeing it Gafur lost temper and killed Mahesh by hitting him on the head with his
plough-head.



TR A ST B oA W FRT & o71 a8 SR ¥ <a US| 98T e T 3R A SfHi—
TR §8d UM BT FTe T T8 B THR YT ST Wl 937 3R 30 56 &1 43 4 g
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Question 7. Write a character-sketch of Tarak Ratna.

dRBIE Bl IRF- =01 BT |

Answer: Tarkaratna is the family priest of Shibu Babu. He is a cunning fellow. He is seen
berating Gafur while showing sympathy to the bull’s condition but refuses to lend any
straw for the bull.

dR®RA RIY-91g & UIRARG Rifed &1 98 TH Y [ & U ¢ | 98 9 b Ul Y31
TeTgH[d ST §U TR & Sied gU AW <d § foorg S STHaR & o ArsT-am & ot
IYR S Bl IR TET 81 B

C. Answer the following questions in 125 words each:

fRfafed ude Uy &1 IR 125 Tsal A S

Question 1. Giving examples from the story, comment on the relationship between
Shibu and Gafur.

HEMHI A IETERUT Tgd Hid g g 3R TR & A7 Rl W fewoht wiforg

Answer: The relationship between Shibu and Gafur is that of between a cruel ruler and a
helpless subject. Shibu is the landlord of the village while Gafur is his tenant. The ruler
has no sympathy for the ruled. The landlord, for example, has been shown taking all the
straw of Gafur's share and keeps all on account of his last year's rent.

When Gafur falls at his feet and implores, he leaves very little paddy to last only for two
months. The landlord is aware of the condition of the crop because of the drought. But
he hardly cares for what Gafur and his bull will eat.

He punishes Gafur ruthlessly when he refuses to comply with his order. On knowing that
Gafur has killed his bull, Shibu seeks Tarakratna's advice as to how Gafur would pay for
the penance which the killing of a sacred animal demands.
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a1 8 3R IRT fUsa a8 & A & A1 TR 3G Adl 8 | OfF THR 9% Wi A AR S g @
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Question 2. Draw a graphic picture of the Indian summer as depicted by the writer.
AP & gRI afvid HR JSH g HT Joitd =01 Hifod |

Answer: In India, summer is the most terrible of all the seasons. Water sources dry up.
The scorching sun sets the sky blazing. Only one, who has looked at the Indian summer
sky, can realize how unrelenting the heat can be. Not a trace of mercy can be seen
anywhere. The expectation that someday this aspect of the sky would change, that it
would become overcast with soft, moisture-laden clouds, is impossible.

It seems as though the whole blazing sky would go on burning endlessly. The fields
break up into tens of thousands of fissures. It looks as though the lifeblood of Mother
Earth is unceasingly flowing out through them like smoke. If one gazes long at its rising,
flame-like sinuous movement, it leaves him as it were, dazed with drunkenness. Water
sources dry up.
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Question 3. Describe the attitude of Shibu Babu towards the villagers.
T & wfd g 919 & =T &1 auiF Sifs|

Answer: Shibu Babu is the landlord of the village, Kashipur. He is cruel and ruthless. His



tenants, the villagers dare not stand up against him. The whole area is struck by a
famine. The villagers have nothing to eat but he hardly shows any mercy in charging his
due amount from them. Two of the three ponds of the village have dried up because of
the drought but the villagers are not allowed to take water from Shibu’s private pond.

Tarak Ratna, the village priest also helps Shibu in his ruthless activities. Shibu does not
leave any chance that allows him to extort money from the poor villagers. When Gafur
kills his bull, he wants to take advantage of the situation in the name of penance. This
shows that he has no sympathy for the villagers at all.
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Question 4. Draw the character-sketch of Gafur.

THR BT FRA- A0 BifoT|

Answer: Gafur, a poor weaver, lives with his motherless daughter, Amina. Drought has
affected his fields badly. As a result, he finds it difficult to feed himself, his daughter and
his bull, Mahesh. He loves the bull Mahesh as his son. Though he has to beg for rice-
water from his neighbours to feed it, he doesn't think of selling it in the cattle market.
This shows he is kind by nature.

He is a victim of circumstances, which at times compel him to behave angrily, but he is
not cruel. He slaps his dear daughter for not getting anything to eat and drink, but the
next moment he is filled with remorse for behaving like that. He becomes violent when
he hears the shriek of his daughter and hits Mahesh to death. This shows that he loves
his daughter more than anything else.
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D. State True/False:

Question 1. Gafur tilled eight bighas of land for the landlord.
Question 2. It was Zamindar’s elder son’s birthday.

Question 3. Amina informed Gafur that Mahesh was at Dariapur.
Question 4. Gafur left the brass plate behind as payment for penance.
Question 5. All the three tanks in the village had dried up.

Answers:

1. False
2. False
3. True
4. True
5. False

E. Creative Writing:

Imagine you have been invited to participate in a discussion on how to face scarcity of
water during the drought. What suggestions would you give?

Answer: There are many ways to save water and we must follow them:

(i) We should always check the leaks of the pipes and faucets.

(i) We should use water saving heads and low flow faucet aerators.

(iii) We should turn off the taps after use or while not in use.

(iv) Let minimize the use of the sink in the kitchen for disposing of garbages.
(v) We should use the overflow water in the garden of our lawn.



(vi) We should not let the water flow in gutter uselessly.

(vii) We should not use the hose pipe for washing our vehicles. We should wash them
using buckets and a washcloth/brush.

(viii) We should use a shorter shower.

(ix) We should use bucket and mug instead of a shower to bathe.

Additional Questions

A. Answer the following questions in 30-40 words each:

fRafiIfad Qe U% &1 IR 30-40 Ysal | IR

Question 1. Who was Mahesh? How did Gafur feed him?
TR B UT? YR ford ThR I Raarar 4t

Answer: Mahesh was Gafur’s bull. Gafur loved him as his son. Because of the drought,
he had nothing to feed Mahesh. So he begged rice-water from his neighbours and fed
him.

HE TR b1 ot U | THR I ¢ b1 g YA el UT| & &b PRI IHob U He < bl
Rae & fow oo ft 781 U1 Ui a8 TSRl ¥ 919d &l Als A7 R 34 fUdrar Tl

Question 2. What did Tarak Ratna do at the landlord’s house on his youngest son’s
birthday?

dR&A A SHIGR & T4 BIC T & SIFAIGH TR 9P &R T [

Answer: Tarak Ratna offered prayers at the landlord’s house on the occasion of his
youngest son'’s birthday. The landlord gave him some rice and fruit in return.

AR&A A THGR & Fad DI GF & S e TR SHiGR & R WR YoIl-U13 fobdn| daal §
SHigR A 34! $© dlad d Hhd Q|

Question 3. What did Tarak Ratna ask Gafur while returning from the landlord’s
house?

THiGR & &R I died I dR&HIA A TR J T HE1?

Answer: Tarak Ratna asked Gafur to take care of the bull and feed him properly. He said
that if the bull died his master would flay him alive. He will not tolerate it.
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Question 4. Why was the bull hungry?
T YT T UT?

Answer: Because of the drought, there was only a little paddy and therefore almost no
straw to eat for the bull. Gafur, his owner, had no straw to feed him. Hence he was

hungry.

W & RO YT &1 USIIR 9gd HH gs ff, HeaRaey od & @H & fole gaima Tat ol
ITd AP THR o U RIA & U Dis Yo g1 o7 SHTY 98 T Tl

Question 5. What risk was involved in letting Mahesh loose?
TR B! Gl BIg- T 1 W UT?

Answer: If he had been let loose, he might have started poking his nose into
somebody’s paddy or would have eaten somebody’s straw. The result would be fatal for
his owner Gafur.

gie 34 g1 BIS a1 731 i1 df a8 fhell & o H Hg AR Faba o7 T fhdt ST gaiTet |
TR B Fehdl YT | SHBT URUTH b HTfeldh THR & (e bT1ddh gl |

Question 6. Was Tarakaratna really worried about the condition of the bull?

N ARIRA JaHd 9 1 &M P aR | fAf=ad 12

Answer: Tarakaratna refused to give a little straw or even a handful of rice to the bull
from his bundle. It shows that he was not worried at all about the condition of the bull.

IR A I BI AST-TT 3T T 3 Tt J T g3t arad o 33 ¥ 3R R faaT|
g gxITaT & b 98 9d &1 <xn & IR H afe i faf<aa =gt un

Question 7. What warning did Tarakaratna give Gafur regarding Mahesh?

IR - TR & G&Y T THR ! o7 Ad1a1 417



Answer: Tarakaratna saw that the bull was ill-fed. So he warned Gafur that the bull was
not being paid proper attention. He said if the bull died, the master would flay him alive.

IR A T b o BT 3T YHR Y g1 RITTT off IgT AT | ST I TEHR DI AdraT
&l o 98 99 & IG-7W1@ IR TG & el ¢ 361 47| 39 BHgl [ af ot TR [ al
Oifie (GHigR) Shfdd 81 ST (THR ) THs! 38 |

Question 8. How did Gafur get his bull released from the police pen?
TR 7 U §d BT Hioll 813 F Hd FSa[A?

Answer: Gafur borrowed a rupee from Banshi’s shop by putting down a brass plate as
security. He paid the fine with the rupee and got his bull released from the police pen.

TR A T Yiddl BT UTell I STHM TR IR §=11 B gbM I T ¥UAT SR feran| I
I ¥ Y AT JHTAT 3R Pioh g3 Y 37U o Bl gSarT|

Question 9. In what way are Gafur, Tarakaratna and Shibu Babu related?
TR, ARBIA 3R G T 30 H fh g UHR Taiferd g2

Answer: Gafur is a poor weaver who lives in a village, Kashipur. He is a tenant of Shibu
who is the landlord of the village. Tarakaratna is Shibu Babu's family priest. Thus all
three are related to each other.

TR TP TRIS 1T § off HIRIYR 71a T Xgal 5| I8 g 919 FHT HIRABR @ off 39 71d &
SHIGR & | TR 19 §19 & UTRaTRS RIfed & | 39 TSR W -1 Th gk I Hafd 5|

Question 10. Who was Amina? Why did Gafur slap her?

ST DI e THR A I YW F ART?

Answer: Amina was Gafur's ten-year-old motherless daughter. Gafur returned home
hungry and thirsty. He found no food to eat and no water to drink. This enraged him
and he slapped Amina.

ST THR @ GoaTar fo A &1 3¢t 2t | TR ET-wm R ael 4T 39 9 @H & fog
%hm?qfﬁw 3R T YN &I U €11 39 91d IR 98 Hifd 81 33T 3R I ST T Y AR
|



Question 11. Why did Gafur not sell Mahesh at the cattle market?
TR A HexT $I UY-INIR | 1 18] o

Answer: The animals sold at cattle market were killed for flesh and skin. Gafur loved his
bull Mahesh as his own son. Hence Gafur did not sell Mahesh at the cattle market.

UY]-STOIR & i OfF aTdl SR &1 AN Td 99s & ol AR o Sirar o7 | TR 3o o
TRRID! 3T TF & THH TR Bl Y| ST THR A T ! UY-9SIR | o] |

Question 12. Why did Shibu beat Gafur?
RIg A TR B Al drer?

Answer: On the one hand, Gafur's bull created nuisance in Shibu’s compound and on
the other hand instead of begging pardon, Gafur claimed that he paid rent and that he
was nobody’s slave. This being too much to swallow for Shibu, he beat Gafur.

TP W d TR & o A g & TR & Iusd 7@ e Sik gust 3R 1! A &
SOl TR A S1dT fobdm AT fob a8 A gt T a7 faeit ot t e =181 oT1 39 3109 &1
g U 1RIg 1¢ & foT HHT 781 T, AT 351 PR ! Uiel|

Question 13. Why did Amina cry?

ST 1 Y TST

Answer: When Amina saw that her father had killed their beloved bull Mahesh in a fit of
anger and depression, she cried out. She was also very sorry for the bull.

o T A <t fh I U 3 iy 7 FR1=n & a=fiyd gl SHdb WR od He & AR
STal g, dl 98 A US| a8 W 9 & e sgd gt

Question 14. What were the articles Gafur left for the penance for Mahesh?

oW & G BT TRId HRA 8d TER A DH-BH Al Iiel BIs &7

Answer: When Gafur killed Mahesh, he had to leave his village for fear of the landlord.
But Gafur left the drinking bowl and his brass plate for the penance for Mahesh.
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Question 15. Why had Gafur declined to go to Fulbere?

TTER A Bads o1 4 T R H a1 Ur?

Answer: There was a jute mill at Fuller. According to Gafur, there was no religion, no
respect, and no privacy for womenfolk at Fuller. He, therefore, had declined to go there.

Bads H T e e ot TR & S8R Bads | 7 y¥ T, 7 98 o7 3R 7 81 3Rl &
fore forar 1 3ra: 9 981 oTF ¥ SR & fear uT|

Question 16. What did Gafur ask God to do?
TR = SR Y &1 B D] Dgl?

Answer: Gafur sought punishment for himself for killing the bull. In addition, he asked
God not to forgive the guilt of those who did not let Mahesh eat the grass and drink the
water given by him.

TEHR 3 7eR &1 AR & ol SR 370 fore o AFft | 59 Sl S SR A T Al &
RTY P Y &1 7 B B U1 Bt org 17 TeR DI 7 3BT (R D) 1 g I DI 5
R foa, = it 8t i e

words each:
Question 1. Calamities hurt human relationships. Explain on the basis of:

(a) Gafur — Amina
(b) Gafur — Mahesh
(c) Gafur — other villagers

3{TYETE AFET Yeel &l THIM Ugard ¢ | FUfiad SR uR ara &3

(a) TR — SHIAT

(b) TER - HEX
(c) THR — G et



Answer: Man is a slave of circumstances. His relationships with other people depend
upon whether he is under the influence of good or bad circumstances. Calamities put
him under a severe strain which affects his relationships.

Though Gafur, for example, loved his motherless daughter, Amina, very dearly, we find
him cursing and slapping her for no fault of hers. Later he repented for his deed. He felt
sorry for Amina.

In a fit of anger, he kills Mahesh, the bull, which he loves as his own son. On the one
hand, he does not sell him to the butcher and on the other hand, he kills him.

At the time of leaving the village, he does not think it necessary to meet any villager. He
has nobody to call his own in the village.

3MeH URTRUFT 1 39 BT 8 1 G AT 3 SHd HeY 39 §1d R IR 3 § b a8
WW%UWﬁ%W%ﬁW% 3TUSTE IY e d-1d A ol WS Bl &
o 39 ey +ff gHIfidd Bid & |
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Question 2. How was the financial condition of Gafur?
TR Bt 3nfdfer fRufa ot ofte

Answer: Gafur was a poor weaver who lived in Kashipur. He had only four bighas of
land. His house was at the end of the field, beside the road. The mud walls of his house
were in ruins, the courtyard touched the public highway and the inner privacy was
thrown on the mercy of the passers-by.

He had to patch the roof with palm leaves and manage the rainy weather. He had a
daughter and a bull. He didn’t have enough money to have food for himself and his
daughter. It was impossible to feed the bull. During the drought, he didn’t have paddy
for his bull. Once he decided to sell his bull but later he changed his mind. There was



nothing to eat and drink in his house. Gafur borrowed money from Bansi on the security
of his household goods.
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Question 3. How can it be said that Mahesh was the cause of worry for Gafur?
&Y HeT I Tohdl ¢ o HeR TR & o TRRIHT BT HRIT YT?

Answer: There are many incidents in the story that show that Mahesh was the cause of
worry for Gafur. It is famine and Gafur has no paddy for Mahesh so he becomes very sad
for Mahesh. He cannot let him loose otherwise he might start poking his nose into
somebody’s paddy or eating somebody's straw.

Gafur has no rice at his home to give boiled rice-water to Mahesh to drink. He is sad
that the landlord gave him paddy to last only two months. When Mahesh breaks loose
from his tether and enters the grounds of the landlord, eats up flowers, upsets the corn
drying in the sun and hurts the landlord’s youngest daughter, he is beaten badly by the
landlord.

When Gafur sees that Mahesh is sucking up the water flowing on the earth due to the
tumbling of his daughter’s pot, he becomes furious and kills him.

HeT # o3 TRI geE § Sl Jard ¢ o 7eR THR & forg WA &1 HRUT AT 3T §
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Question 4. What made Gafur leave the village?

TR A ford aoTg ¥ 711d BIST UT?

Answer: Gafur was a poor weaver. He lived in a village with his daughter and a bull
Mahesh. There was a drought in the village. So he had nothing to eat and drink. He did
not get any work anywhere so he had no money at all. He was in distress. He was
shaken out of his listlessness by the shriek of his daughter. He could not bear the scene.
In a fit of rage, he hit his bull.

The bull died on the spot. After killing the bull, he came to know that the landlord had
sent for Tarkaratna to seek his advice about how Gafur would pay for the penance which
the killing of a sacred animal demanded. He knew that those people would either beat
him or extort money in the name of penance. So he left the village to look for work in
the jute mill at Fuller.
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