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TASK 6

Make up a list of arguments that supPort tlte use of the car, and then try to

frnd counter-arguments against these. Be carefi.rl to make sure that the

counrer-argurnents do not introduce different arguments - they must

present directly opposing arguments to the ones given.

a Answer Ke!

4, Selecting ldeos
There are a number of concepts that you must be clear about because they are

involved in every kind of writing that you will do. You must be aware of the fact

that you will nearly always be dealing with problems and solutions, that above

all you are evaluating ideas and solutions as you write, and that you must select

ideas that are relevant, that are at the right level ofgeneralisation, and that are

ranked logically for the topic that you are writing about. \We will look at all

these issues now, and then go on to discuss typical organisation Patterns in the

next section.

4,1 Solutions to Problems
Candidates are assessed on their ability to present the solution to a problem,

the IELTS Handbook states. In fact, every topic is really a problem. If it were

not a problem, it would not be worth talking about' So, for example, you might

be asked to consider this topic:

Most cities sufferfrom nffic congestion. Wat do you thinh should be

done about it?

To deal with a question that asks you directly to think of a solution, you should

use the brainstorming process Gee 3.1). Mostly, however, you will be offered

some suggested solutions, and will be asked to consider them'

There are a number of ways of considering possible solutions to problems. In

every case, you will need to use evaluation. That is, you will need to evaluate

how good the possible solutions are likely to be. In the next section (Organising

Ideas) we will look at rypical organisation patterns for dealing with solutions to

problem, but first we must discuss the most important aspect of all your writing:
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4.2 Evaluotion
\Thatever the task, whether it is problem-solving, looking at effects or

consequences, defending an opinion, comparing and contrasting evidence or

ideas, you will need to evaluate.

Every essay will involve an evaluation of ideas. That simply means that you need

to say whether an idea or concept is good or bad, or better or worse than

another one. (See Stage 3 for the language required.)

In some cases the question involves a definition which is an evaluation. In other

words, the key terms of the question involve an evaluation. For example, look at

this topic:

Modern technology ltas increased our mater;al taeahh but has decreased

our personal happiness. To uhat extent do you agree?

To be able to discuss this you need to give at least an indirect definition of what

you mean by happiness. This cannot be defined in any objective way jt is a

concept that involves values.

[See also 5.3 Comparisons]

TASK 7

Look at the following topics and decide which terms require an evaluation:

a) Tblnision does more harm tltan good, according to many nitics. Do

lou agree uith this?

b) h is orten ckimed that teleuision andfi.lrns encourage aiobnce.
'What 

is your opinion?

c) Computers haue imltroued the quality of our liues. Do you agree?

d) People in modern cities liue under too much stress and something

should be done about it, Do you agree?

e) Tbo rnuch monEt is spent on sPort and not enough on serious cuhure

sucb as rnusic and art. This is mahing our societjt shallou',.

a Ansuter Key
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Students often make the mistake of overstating their argument. An evaluation

should be realistic and reasonable, not exaggerated, or over-idealistic, or based

on over'generalisations. (See 4.7 below.)

Selecting ideas involves ensuring that your points are relevant and at the right

level of generalisation. Before we can select the most relevant and appropriate

points, we need to do a preliminary organisation of ideas, as shown below.

4,3 Clossificotion of ldeos
After brainstorming, and having looked at the topic again, your next step is to

organise the ideas that you have jotted down. This involves classi$'ing your ideas

into logical categories, so that you can produce well-organised paragraphs'

Generally, more than one system of classification is possible but there is usually

one very obvious pattern. Let us iook at the examples we used before and find a

simple pattern. \What follows is just an example of how you might think about

classifying your ideas. It is there as a general guideline, not as a model to be

copied directly in any way.

in 3.1 we looked at this question:

Tlte Internet ltas reuolutionised tlte modern tuorld, but it has ako created

neu problems and inequalities. Do you agree?

tVe then brainstormed the followine ideas:

banking onl ine shopping ema i l chat-rooms

dis tance educat ion hack ing infornetion for reseatch

ai r l ine bookings concert / theelrc bookings Pofnog rsPhy

information for research business communicat ion

sharing information: for police elc. ond for tertorists uiruses

P00r PeoPle heve no eccess / lef i  out

21
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These ideas can be classified under the two categories of positive and negative effects:

P0stTtvE

banking;  on l ine shopping;  d is tence educet ion;  e i r l ine bookings;

concert /  lheetrc bookings; business communicetions; emaih

infornretion for research; chat-rooms; police etc. sharing information

N EEATIVE

hacking; pornography; tetrorists sharing inforrnsl ion;

Poor PeoPle have no access / left out

However, this is still not a satisfactory classification to work with. 
'We 

can also
classifr the activities according to 3 different types: business activities;
educational / research activities; communication, and then we can end up with
this kind of organisation:

BUSINESS ACTI \ / IT IES INFORMATION /  RESEARC|{ COMMUNICATION

Pos i t ive:

bus iness communicat ion

eme i l

shar ing in fo

chat- rooms

pol ice shor ing in fo

Pos it ive: Pos it ive:

Negaiive:

haskers

Pornog raphy

l'leg al ive: N egative:

n0 access for poor people terrorisfs sharing info

Once you have got this level of classification, it is easy to write your essay

systematically. You may not use all of the ideas, but you have a clear paragraph

structure for your essay to follow, and you can decide next how much detail to

put into in each category.

onl ine banking d is tonce educet ion

online shopping info. for reseerch

ai r l ine bookings

concerl bookings

theatre bookings
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4,4 lypes of clossificotion
As we said before (4.2),because the essay topic requires you to express an

opinion, you will need to evaluate something. In order to do that you will

frequently find yourself with a classification as above, into positive and negative

features.

Another way of thinking about such topics is that you have to make a comparison.

You are comparing the positive features with the negative ones.

For example:
'Monqr cunnot buy happiness'it is often ckimed. But uitlt monry you can

buy most of the things tltat are necessary for happiness: good food;
accomrnodation etc. No urondzr rnost people uant to mahe as much monry

as possible. Do you agree or disagree?

Sometimes you may be asked to speculate or suggest alternatives to an existing

situation. In that case you will be comparing the situation that exists in the

world with what some people think should exist. [See 5.3 Comparisons]

For example:
'W'e 

are surrounded by aduertising. Some people thinh that this is good

because it giues us a choice as consurners, but otlters argue that it rnahes

people selfish and greedy for more and more goods. Do you thinh thne

should be less aduertising?

Some topics only require you to consider the consequences of something, i.e' a

cause-effect relationship, as well as giving an evaluation of the effbcts. [See 5.2

Consequences] In each of these cases you still need to classifr the ideas that you

have according to the type of features involved, as we did above.

\We will deal with each of these types of questions more later. Now try your skill

at classifying features.
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IASK 8

Consider the following topic and then look at the brainstormed ideas which

follow and organise them according to both cause and effect and the type of

features involved:

Indurtrialisation is leading to tlte destuction of the earth as a home for
humans and anirnab. Tb uthat extent do you agree tltat this is true?

factor ies air  pol lut ion weste disposal cats

rubb ish  -  p las l i c  e tc .  water  po l lu t ion  f i sh  dy ing

deforestat ion sninals endangered lack of f resh water

a Ansuter Key

TASK 9

Do the same with the following, but use an evaluation classification scheme,

as well as appropriate categories of features (as in the example n 4.3):

Many modern children spend a great deal of time sining in /iont of a

teleuision or compater screen. This is extremely harmful for their

deuelopment. Therefore parents should. snictly lirnit the time that children

spend this utay. Do you agree?

entertainneni educational informetion netvs f i lms

general knowledge music sport rvestes t ine

conmunication through comPuter homework not done

not enough erercise: harrns bodies hetms eyes no sociel ising / fr iends

advert ising rnekes people buy unnecessary things

a Ansuter Ke!
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4,5 Selecting Relevont ldeos
After brainstorming and while classifring your ideas, it is necessary to eliminate

any points that are nor relevant. At this point it is useful to look at the question

again, to make sure that the ideas that you choose are not only on the topic, but

also relevant to the question.

TASK I O

Imagine that for the above question the following list of points have been

brainstormed for the negative asPect of TV and computer use:

bad for the eyes children rnay forgel to eal don't do homewotk

wasie t ime no physical exetcise not enough sleep

computer games ore expensive children don't leatn to be creative

argurnenis in lhe family aboui whaf to wetch

Which of the above points would you say are irrelevant to answering the

question?

a Ansuter Key
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4,6 Level of Generolisotion
One basis on which to select relevant ideas is to ensure that you choose points at

the right level of generalisation. In other words, it is necessary to eliminate small,

trivial points or examples, and at the same time not to try to tackle concepts that

are too broad for such a short essay.

For example, if you were asked to write on the topic:

Tlte enuirownent is one of the most imltortant issues in the uorld today,

but gouernments Are not doing enough about it. Tb u.,hat extent do you

thinh that indiuiduab can help to protect the enaironment?

you might think of the following ideas:

recycl ing weste nateriel nol

sev ing e lect r ic i ty ed ucalion a I

keeping the yard of  your  house c lean

restrici ing use of water using more

throwing rubbish around

campaigns for  the publ ic

reducing use of  peckaging

public transport

If you look at the question again you will see that, on the one hand educational

campaignsfor the public is too broad a concept jt is not something that

individuals can normally undertake, while on the other hand heEing the yard of

your hou.se cleanis too trivial. That is to say, it is not something that is going to

help to protect the environment in general, it is simply something that everyone

should do anyway. The other points are at the right level of generalisation, and

you would need to work with these, by classifring and ranking them. (See 4.3

and 5 .1 . )

Now test yourself on the following:
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TASK I I

Consider this topic:

'Money cannot buy happiness'it is often claimed. But urith money you can

buy most of the things tltat are necessary for ltapltiness: good food,
accornrnodation etc, No tuonder tltat ntost peoPle raant to mahe as much

rnone! as possibh. Do you agree or disagree?

Here are some brainstormed ideas for this topic:

t0R

healthy food is expensive good house in good entl ironment

good entertainmenl good doctors cen give money to PooI PeoPle

iransport: ot{n cer otYn aeroPlone ttevel

set up big project l ike art gal lery or sports stadium for your city

AEAI NST

could garnble money ewey high taxes

chi ldren could argue ebout  inher i tance can ' t  buy f r iends

def in i t ion of 'happiness ' :  sPi r i tua l i ly  cen ' t  buy love

'Which 
of the above points would you eliminate because they are too broad

or too specific or too far off the main idea to be relevant?

a Answer Key
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4,7 Overgenerolisotions ond Exoggerotion
Generalisations are necessary. \fle cannot make any sensible conclusions about

anything without generalising from specific examples. Especially in your

introduction, topic sentences and conclusion (See Stage 3) you will need to

generalise . However, there is a danger of over-generalisation. Over-generalisations

(or sueeping gerueralisations as they are also called) do not help your argument,

because they give the impression that you are not very thoughtful. Consider

these examples:

i) Euerybody uses the Internet nowadays.

ii) No-one cAn run a business witltout information tecltnology.

iii) Any business can be successfulif it uses modern information tecltnologt.

These are clearly over-generalisations or exaggerations, and would not help your

argument. An essay is not a political speech or a form of advertising!

TASK 12
'Which 

of the following are reasonable evaluations and which are over-

generalisations or exaggerations? Put a mark against any of the following

which are not reasonable statements. You may find it easier to discuss this

with someone.

1. Tbleuision has a teniblt tfrn on loung minds.

2. The destruction of our enuironment is the most serious issue uteface, because

uithout enough clean air and water ue cannot liue.

3. Unhss goaernments sfiictly controltlte use of the Internet uorA terrorism

will desnoy us all.

4. Examinations can lead to high leuels of sness and euen suicide in students.

5. Indusny causes most pollution and therefore needs to be made responsible for

preaenting it.

6. Improued public transport is a muclt better solution to trffic problems than

building rnore roads.

7. If the gouernrnent prouides better public transport there utill be no rnore

nofrt congestion in our cities.

8. People who clairn that nuclear energJ/ is clean are ignoring the dangers of

nuclear accidents. Radiation is not'clean'.
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9. Nuclear energl is the only possible solution to our energJ/ needs in the future.

10. If eueryone learns to speak English then all the people in the world uill be

able to understand each other and then u)e cAn liue in peace uith each otlter.

a Ansuer Kel

TASK 13

Read the following essays and think about which one is more satisfactory.

Pay special attention to generalisations and exaggeration'

t
17.

Modern technologlt has improued the utorld in tltree uery important uals. It has

giuen people more time, it has saued enormous Amounts of human energ)/, and it has

made it possible for eueryone to communicate uith each other easi$t.

Time and ffirt haue been saued in the utorhplnce and in the ltorne. In manufacturing

for example, it is no longer necessar! to spend hours pknning and designing products

because computers can do this quickly. Farmers do not need to plant their ltaruest

sloruly by hand; they can use equipment lihe light aircrafi for souing seeds and large

haruesting machines to do the worh quichly. Houseutiaes can spend more time u)ith

their friends, while the utashing machine and the dishwasher taash the clotltes and

the dishes for them.

In the same tpa! energ! is saued. There is no need for hard physical u.,ork An! more,

because rnodern rnachines can do it all. Because of modern technologlt peoPle can

rekx, tultere before they had to uork uery ltard.

Another great improuement has been in cornmunications. Because of communication

slstems such as telephones, fax machines, mobile pltones, teleuision etc., and the use of

satellites, xae cdn hnota nthat is happening dt an! time in all parts of the utorld. This

leads to better understanding, so there is no need for u)drs, and countries can help

each other. For example, if there is an earthquake in one country, PeoPle in otlter

countries can fnd out about it immediately and send help to tlte uictims.

For all these reasons the raorld is nout a much better place than in earlier times,

because of the aduantages brought b1' modern technology.



30 Essoy Writing for English Tests

B,

Euerytone thinks that the uorld ltas been improued through modern technology, but

this is not true because nouadays tltere are no more naditional shills and euerybody is

becoming tlte same, no mltter uthat country they liue in, and aboue all there Are no

more spiritual ualues lefi.

In the olden days, uhen people had to rnahe tlteir oun buildings, and tlteir outn

clothes, and their own entertdinment, they had many naditional skills and ualues.

Eaclt area had ix own style of architecture, for exdmple, and people utere proud of

their crafismanship. Nout all houses are made of concrete and glass and steel and thel

all look tlte same, no matter wltere you are. All ouer tlte utorld people wear the same

mass-produced clothes and they euen watclt tlte same mass-produced entertainment on

their teleuisions sets. You can hear the same pop songs in euer! countr! in the utorld,

and local people no longer produce their outn taditional cuhuralforms of music and

dance. Eueryorue does whateuer the ldtest dance fashion is.

Tltis means that people all ouer the world are becoming tlte same. Euerybody sees tlte

same films and ltears the same music and so they all start to think tlte same. AII thEt

taant is more of the sAme consumer goods, no mdtter uthere thry liue. Tltis means that

tlte utorld is losingits spiritualualues as utellas its diuersity of cubure. In tlte end,

no-one will haue an! neu or indiuidual ideas because modern communication

tecltniques, suclt as satellite teleuision and the Internet, mean tltat ute are all

brainwashed in the same ud! by the big mubi-national ou)ners of the mass media. In

otlter words, tltqt can control us.

Modern technology makes people lazy and greedlt for more consumer goods, and so

they lose their spiritual ualues. They become selfsh and lose their religion and do not

euen care about the members of their outn families. Thq, put their small children into

nurseries, their sich people into hospitals and their old people into old people's homes

and tlten thry forget about them. Modern technologl can look afier tltem, thqt think.

It is time we stopped uanting more modern technologjt and taent bach to traditional

ualues.

a Ansuter Ke!
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