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Answer all the questions in NOT MORE THAN 200 WORDS each. Content of the
answers is more important than its length. All questions carry equal marks.
12.5X20=250

1. Even though the Representation of the People Act has been amended from
time to time, the issues pertaining to criminalisation and influence of

money power remain unresolved. Comment. Also discuss the role played
by the judiciary and the Election Commission in this context.
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The main function of the Public Accounts Committee is to ascertain that
the money granted by Parliament has been spent by the government
within the scope of the demand. In this context, critically analyse the role
played by the Public Accounts Committee.
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Referendums are portrayed as popular governance in its purest form,
however, it is also argued that they often subvert democracy rather than
serve it. Examine in the light of recent developments across the globe.
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4.  What do you understand by special category status for states? Examine its
contribution in bringing balanced regional development in the country. In
light of the 14th Finance Commission recommendations, analyse whether
this categorisation has outlived its relevance.
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5. It is contended that GST regime will significantly curb the financial
autonomy of states by taking away substantial taxation powers. In this
regard, examine the impact of the GST regime on federal structure of our
polity. What are the proposed mechanisms in the bill which seek to address
this issue? '
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6. What is the rationale behind the changes in the budgetary process
approved by the Union Cabinet recently? Do you think it is a step forward
towards efficient governance and fiscal prudence?
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7.  Critically examine the provisions of the recently introduced Citizenship
Amendment Bill 2016. Are some provisions of the bill against India's secular
principles?
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8. Whereas the legislature is empowered to regulate the ratification of
international treaties in the United states, in India it is mostly the domain
of the executive. Examine the rationale and benefits of these two
approaches with examples.
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9. What are the reasons for the declining rate of child adoption in India?
Discuss whether the amended Juvenile Justice (Care & Protection of
Children) Act, 2015 can address this issue.
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10.

The Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Amendment Bill passed

recently aims at striking a balance between education and India’s economic
reality. Critically analyze.
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11. Though the Maharashtra Protection of People from Social Boycott
(Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act of 2016 is an important step in
the long-standing struggle against social exclusion, it is only the first step.
Comment. Also discuss the challenges in implementation of the act.
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12. Though the Criminal Tribes Act, 1871 was annulled soon after
independence, the communities designated as Denotified Tribes (DNT) and
Nomadic Tribes (NT) remain amongst the most discriminated and
disadvantaged groups in the country. Comment. Also discuss the steps
taken by the government to improve their condition.
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13. The idea of a Pay Commission is to revise the pay scales of the government
staff. In light of the recommendations of the 7th Pay Commission examine
the need for the introduction of performance linked pay for government
employees as in the case of private sector. Also comment on the need for
the introduction of pay parity among various services.
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14.  Even though India and Russia have enjoyed a close relationship over the
years, it has not been immune to the changing power dynamics globally.
Comment.
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15. The Indus Water Treaty has survived multiple wars and is often cited as a
successful example of transboundary sharing of river waters. In this
context, identify the key provisions of the treaty and examine the options
that India can exercise to pursue its strategic interests vis-a-vis Pakistan.
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16. The Iranian nuclear agreement presents an opportunity for moving towards
a4 new security order in the. Persian Gulf. Elaborate in the context of

changing scenario in the region. What are the likely implications for India in
this context?
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17. Considering the diversity among Pacific Island Countries (PICs), India has a
huge scope for building multi-sectoral cooperation tailored to the specific
conditions in these islands. Discuss. Also examine the strategic importance
of PICs for India.
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18. Though BRICS is neither an economic union nor a political coalition, it
creates space for India to move the contemporary international order
towards alternative models of development and governance. Comment.
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19. Since the end of Cold War, the focus and role of NAM have changed
significantly. Discuss. Also analyse its relevance for India in the emerging
geo-political order.
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[ 20. Despite a consensus that a collective global effort is needed to alleviate the
ongoing refugee crisis, efforts made so far have hardly yielded the desired
results. Do you agree? Briefly highlight the socio-political impact of this
crisis on destination countries. Also highlight the role that India can play in
this situation.
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