The Seven Ages of Man

Textual Questions

Activity 1. Comprehension

A. Say whether the following statements are True or False. Write ‘T’ for true and
‘F’ for false:

garsd b FafifEd wu J8t 8 a1 7Terd Igt & forg 19 7o & forg F fore:
Question 1. One man in his lifetime plays only one part/role.
Question 2. An old man is full of strange oaths.

Question 3. An infant seeks the bubble reputation.

Question 4. Justice is one of the stages of human age.

Question 5. The last stage is called second childishness.

Question 6. An infant has a fair round belly.

Answers:

1. False
2. False
3. False
4. True
5. True
6. False

B. Answer to the following questions should not exceed 10-20 words each:
fferRad Ude Uy &1 IR 10-20 Veal H 31fdeh g g1 Afe Ul

Question 1. Who is compared with a leopard?

! Ja Ue dgu A &1 TS /7




Answer: A soldier is compared with a leopard because a soldier is quick prompt and fast
as a leopard. He is also bearded like a leopard.

T FRUTEY B g1 U dgu A B 718 § Fifp Teh RUTe dgU 1 ke Peifell, TR A1
ITd 3R IS i1 8| ITDI aret Hit dgu & IHH gielt g

Question 2. What is the role of a nurse?
T AT (UTT) B o1 YT gialt 82

Answer: A nurse takes care of a crying and puking infant. An infant is always cared for
by a nurse. It is her duty to look after the infant.

TS 3T {3t A §U SR Ifewal Ba gu RIY 3T /U et 31 T R Pt Saurd
UM U T GRT H1 ofTcl! ¢ | I BT TqUTd 31 3BT HaA g |

Question 3. Who sighs like a furnace?
TS YEI TT b1t BT aRE 3ME B U 82

Answer: A lover sighs like a furnace. A lover is so much attached towards his beloved
that he seems to sigh like a furnace.

TH U U YS! A1 il 1 oRE T8 R 8| Th U S(U+11 DT & R 9 avg SIar
B ST § b a8 Sardt Wt & IaM Sig WRell Ui gt g |

Question 4. At what stage does a man wear spectacles on his nose?

g g H 3reHt U=t 1 TR ILHT UgIdT 82

Answer: In the sixth stage, man’s eyesight becomes weak so he wears spectacles on his
nose. In this stage, he cannot see clearly without spectacles.

TS! TR (TR0 H A B 3Gl BT ToR HHOIR g1 Ol § ST Ig SU-T AT TR I=HAT
Ugd1 | 39 ST H 98 g9 & o1 Wyaan 78l 3@ gehdi 7|

C. Answer to the following questions should not exceed 20-30 words each:
FAfed Ude Uy &1 IR 20-30 Teal U AP T B

Question 1. What is the importance of repetition of the word ‘sans’?



'sans’ TeG DI TARIGRT BT 7T AEE &7

Answer: Repetition of the word ‘sans’ is important because it strengthens the
comparison of the second childishness which means old age without teeth, eyes, taste
etc. with childhood.

'Sans' TTeq; P TRIGRT Agayul & oifh I8 g¥R S0 oA g, 3ifal, TWie 3Mfe 3, &
YT JGTTRIT ! FU Y AT ! Aolgd -1 8 |

Question 2. Do you find any melancholy reference in the poem?
T 1Y ST Hiadl H DIg Seryul I urd 87

Answer: Yes in the last stanza of the poem there is melancholy references. These
are....Last scene...., Thatends ............. , and Is second childishness......

ﬁ,@ﬁ?ﬂ%&ﬁiﬂstanzaﬁﬂ@fﬁﬁ%lﬁ%—mm ....... a’awa?n%
........... , 3R TIRT ST (GGTIRIT O e d WA R) § ..o |

Question 3. Pick out the similes from the poem.

Hiad & T IuAT3N P Blewr forfau|

Answer: These are -creeping like a snail, sighing like furnace, bearded like the pard.
3 §- 919 Pt ke YTd §T, 2.3 AT it Bl IR 318 HRd g, dgd P g aTel W g
D. Answer to the following questions should not exceed 30-40 words each:

fafafad Td® Uy &1 3R 30-40 sa! I 31few T |-

Question 1. Describe the salient features of all the seven stages of a man'’s life.

Tl afad & Sfad &1 ATdl a3 (TR0T) Bt T AR &1 a0 B |

Answer: In the first stage of a man’s life, he is an infant. In the second stage, he is a
schoolboy. In the third stage, he acts as a lover. In the fourth stage, he is a soldier. in the
fifth stage, he acts as a judge. In the sixth stage, he becomes a thin comic figure. In the
seventh stage, he becomes a child again.



Tt cafdd o Siia &1 TH SaRIT (RN H 98 U Y a1 ¢ | TR fawIT H 98 W d
S 9TdT U ST gidl & | aieR! 3[a®UT & 98 U Ut & =0 H B9 Hdl o

a1l eray H 98 U RIurgt giar g | Uradl a1 H 98 Ueh Aranedi=r &1 Yfiet & grar g
ﬁw%ﬁ' Jl-gaal Udh SRS YUt & ST g | Tcal Sawl & a8 G: 9l
CRESIGIE

Question 2. Pick out the use of metaphors from the text.
T Hiad1 8 ¥ =P & WANT &l Bifed |
Answer: Use of metaphors in the text:

(a) All the world's a stage WWWW%I)

(b) All the men and women merely players (‘v'[?-ﬂ goyd wi%?m?r HIEF b A[DhIR %'I)
(c) Shining morning face (IH& I YId:

(d) The bubble reputation (&f0rd 1)

Question 3. How does the poem represent a mature view of life?
g Hidal oiia- & URUS faaR & oy THR Tgd Fal 82

Answer: The poem represents a mature view of life by comparing man’s life to a drain
and the world to a stage. To represent a mature view of life, the poet has divided man'’s
life into seven stages-an infants, a schoolboy, a lover, a soldier, a justice, a pantaloon
and an old man.

AT T g &1 o1 U ATedh 3R TR ! goi: T JTHT § $Hb Sitad & aiRud
R URgd el g | S & URUS faaR P TRgd 31 & oL i3 7 7= & Sl 3
1 srawrst § dfer §- Ry, faaradt sraew, I, R, <mnewr fagys ¢k 3¢ aafa|

Question 4. Explain how all the world is a stage in the context of the poem.
Hiddl & T H Tl TUR T F1-H9 H9 g, o Sifer|

Answer: The world is a stage where men and women simply come and play the roles
fixed for them. Just as actors in the drama enter and leave the stage after their
performance, in the same way, men are born and die after playing different roles of life.

IR U TTH § TTaT I3V 3R AfaN 3id § SR @4R gR1) 37 fa fAfda &1 78
YA AT €1 o/ TR Aress # St YAt TRgd d= & o ur 311 § 8k vgfa




& §IC 90 old & 34T UPR, AT S dT § 3R Siia- &1 [afie YHesi FAyE & arg 99
I U B A1l 5|

Question 5. Discuss Shakespeare as a minute observer of human life.

A4 Sitad & T Y&H FRI0ewdl o © 9 § ARITUR HI quH HRA|

Answer: Shakespeare has portrayed the helpless state of an infant, a school boy’s
unwillingness to go to school, a lover's impatience, and abusive words of a soldier, wise
maxims of a judge, loose trousers and spectacles, diminishing senses of an old man.

U = U RIY 3t g UG, T [qererdl aTeed & o d ol o &t I16RN, Th
Ut B 3refRal, T RiuTg! o e sa! o YA, Ueh Arnefi=1 gRT §fSHagul Heradi &
SIdH, T [Agu® & eid-ald Ured, I9HI, 3R JSIa®IT Bt U< gidl Ja-T &1 9gd &l
IRTae qui- fhar g |

Additional Questions
Answer to the following questions should not exceed 30-40 words each:

fRofafed Ude Uy &1 IR 30-40 Ysal I 3HfH 7 8-

Question 1. Which is the second stage in a man’s life?
A & Siad &I gaR! a7 HIH-T 87

Answer: Childhood is the second stage in a man'’s life in which he acts like a schoolboy.
He has a bag of books on his back. He goes to school unwillingly.

S AFA-SITa- 1 GERT SHaRIT § Ford 7 &1 faererd 9 ardt U a1 & =0 &
G ST 8 1 P! UiS TR Gden! § 4 o1 8l 2 | 98 =1 ¥ faermerg e g1

Question 2. What is meant by ‘Slippered Pantaloon’?
‘Slippered Pantaloon’ &7 T 31 82

Answer: Pantaloon is a comic character of Italian stage with loose fitting trousers. He is
an old man who makes others laugh with his unusual dress, spectacles and slippers.

LGl ST TTHT &1 U gIRARUG XA & Sl Siell Ul Ul o | 98 U
J< fad g S 3T fafers drenes, 7= 9 9wd UgH guRl &l gl |




Question 3. What happens when a man reaches his last stage?
§ A 3UA Sitad Bt Sifad /a1 § ugadi § af o1 gial 62

Answer: The last stage of man'’s life is second childhood. He loses his memory. He is
without teeth, eyes, taste and everything. He soon leaves the stage of world forever.

T & SiiT B A aRIT, SHHT G §90H g1 98 31 Ffd @l 9d1 81 7 I ald
BId € SR 7 3 R T DIS WIG &1 8 & | T <l T8 & b 39 U $© o 781 @ g
gg T 81 TR T} T B SISHR Il W g |

Question 4. Justify the title “The Seven Ages of Man”.
“The Seven Ages of Man’ SFWW aﬁﬁaaamﬁl

Answer: The poem describes the stages of a man'’s life from infancy to old age. Here,
the poet compares man'’s life to a drama in which a person plays seven parts as he
progresses through life. Men are born and they die in the same way as actors enter and
leave the stage.

2 Higdl # ANG § TR dF AFd-sita & fAfF TRON &1 qui foar a1 g | T8t Sfa
HId-Sf 1 el e A1 Y Bl & o Teb oafer oid-oiY Sffa § Uil &l &, 98
TTd YfPeBTE HUTdT B 1 7S It UehR o A € Ud g 1 T B & o/ TR SHfimar
T IR Ja¥ R g 3R Hd &l Bisd g |

Question 5. With what things has Shakespeare compared life?

AR 7 Sita B g o ol § BI g2

Answer: Shakespeare has compared life to a drama and the world to a stage. He says
that life is a drama enacted on the stage of the world. Men and women are born and
they die just as actors and actresses who appear on the stage for a while and then quit
forever.

ARIRR 7 g B! &1 U e J DI § 3R IR BI TTHT Y B g1 d HEd g P SitaA
IR w4t TTHE IR Ud ford 9 aTel U A1 & |

g TR o W AT 3R AR oo g7g & R 3 § kR 90 o & 3 &R
%ﬂgﬁ?rﬂ%fﬂq ST TR TR U TTHT TR 3Td § SR I SI1d § (ST Jeg I UTed Bl
|




Question 6. How does the man behave as an infant and a school boy? Explain.

T fad R 3R TS [GaTe) a1a® & w0 § {60 UHR AdgR &l g2 JuH S|

Answer: The man'’s first role on the world stage begins as an infant. He always cries and
vomits in the hands of his nurse in this stage. In the second stage, he is in the role of a
school boy. In this stage, he is unwilling to go to school.

YR b WTHY TR 7T 1 4FehT Teb FRIY & T H R Bl 81 59 3R H 98 3T+
T (371 & STt o GHRM dll-Terearar 3R Ifecdl Hral Xgdl & | gURl SIaRAT H 98 W d
ST aTdT U ol Bial ¢ | S SIaRIT & 3! W d of- &1 331 Tg! Bl g

Question 7. How does the man acts as a soldier on the world stage? Explain.

g@ﬁq@%wﬁw%Wu?&mﬁwmwuﬁaW%?w
|

OR

What does the man do in his fourth span of life? (Sample Paper 2018)

3T Sfig &1 At a1 & T o1 Hal 82

Answer: In his fourth span of life on the world's stage, the man plays the role of a
soldier. In this role he is full of strange oaths. He is bearded like a leopard. He is very
jealous about his honour. He is very quick and fast in picking a quarrel.

YR U W TR SO =hiell Sl H w7 Teh RYuTet 1 {FebT 3T PRl 5| 3
Yf¥repT § g fafed UeR o1 Y} 1T &7 WRQR TN &l 3|

UH dgU &I a8 ale! QT g | 307 T & Ufd 98 A SMehTHS (31l Jag-i=iia)
BId1 ¢8| I8 IIST B & ol UheH dak I8l B

Question 8. What does the man do in the fifth span of life?

A Sfia- &1 grad] 3fawIT § &1 Bl 87 (S. S. Exam 2018)

Answer: In the fifth span of life, man acts as a judge. He has a round belly and grows fat
on receiving capons as bribe. He wears a severe look to show his strictness in doing
justice. He speaks wise maxims illustrated with common stories and court cases.



ST &1 Uiad! et # A9 Ue Urneier & &0 § S adl g1 S9P! Md-Hed dig
gl 8 SR 98 Reyd & U H Hic Gl 1 7k WIebR HICT 81 W1l g | 1A A H 3{Uf
HERAT Sl & L I8 HAR P YR HR AT & | I8 JfGHTY0! A iTaaal sierdl g aul
e Al Ud HeTal ¥ ¥ e a1 8|

Question 9. “The sixth age shifts into the lean and slippered pantaloon.” Elaborate.

"B AT B A ZI1-Udell, T U g4, Ueb grarye umoft ([Rgwe) giar 817 aufq
|

Answer: The sixth stage of man changes into the thin and slippered funny old man. He
wears spectacles on his nose. A soft fold of loose skin hangs down below his eyes. He
uses hoses of his youthful days which are too big for his thin legs.

T AR H AT & Gael-Udal, I Ug §U TP BIAVE 9 ([Agu) Bl 3| 98
U AT UR IRHT Ugdl g | SHD! 31l & =itdl HiY b1 ASHFHT SHTpTd el gldl o1 3T
ATaRIT & Aol U1dT g | S 3BT Udeil-gaah el o fole i 59 @rd-aTah & |

Question 10. “Seeking the bubble reputation. Even in the cannon’s mouth.” Which
characteristic of the soldier do these lines represent?

3 ufaaar U Rumet ot fob faivaratt &1 ufaffia sl 82

Answer: These lines represent the soldier’s keen desire to win a momentary reputation
at the cost of his life. The soldier tries to get reputation or fame which is a momentary as
a bubble. He is desirous of winning fame.

3 UfekTal Teb FUTE] Bl SO ST b1 BIHd UR &ff0Teh I U 1 <iiel 0T i e PRl
%ﬁg%ﬁgﬂgﬁﬁﬁ%quﬁmmwélﬁuﬁ@uﬁmw
|

Activity 2: Vocabulary

A. Look up Monologue, Dramatic Monologue & Soliloquy in a dictionary of
literary terms. Differentiate between monologue & soliloquy.

UHTA, AT THIA, 3R WTd HTV0T & Reqdb < H Afefad T # SRIT| Toham
g T UINUT o S 3R WY BT

Answer: (A) Monologue:



A long speech by one person during a conversation that stops other people from
speaking or expressing an opinion.

(B) Dramatic Monologue:
A dramatic story, especially in verse, told or performed by one person.

(C) Soliloquy:
A speech in a play in which a character who is alone on the stage, speaks his or her
thoughts; the act of speaking thoughts in this way.

Difference between Monologue and soliloquy:

A monologue is delivered before the other actors present on the stage and they are
meant to hear it. While soliloquy is delivered by a character who is alone on the stage
and it means that only the audience hears it.

B. Blank Verse:

Blank verse is the poetry written with the help of regular metrical but unrhymed lines,
almost in iambic pentameter. It is probably the most common form in English poetry.
Like other famous writers, William Shakespeare wrote his plays and sonnets in blank
verse and “The Seven Ages of Man” is a fine example.

ST B I8 PI X! g ol reqular HICR 1 TRTI Y fobeg ST dfdaa o
TTHT iambic (B1Ct T 8! AFT & SIS dTd) pentameter (GaUe! B¢) H forar Sa1 81 98
TR SIS Bre H Walfiies FUR 3R gHTarRITelt diiebT (faren B1 37 el ey b
Hifd YeAfER 7 30 e 3R Sonnets Wﬁﬁm% 3R “The Seven Ages of

Man" {YPT U Z¢\16('I'{“I"| Salerll %l

lambic Pentameter:

The term describes the rhythm the words form in a line of verse. It is measured in small
groups of syllables called “feet”. In English, the word iambic” refers to the types of the
foot which has an unstressed syllable followed by a stressed syllable. Pentameter means
that a line has five such “feet".

lambic rhythms come relatively naturally in English. A standard line of ‘lambic
pentameter has five iambic “feet” in a row: (from William Shakespeare’s Sonnet 2) When
| do count the clock that tells the time. (Notation/scansion of a standard line in iambic
pentameter).’



lambic Pentameter:

T8 39 T o1 guiH Hdl g SN foh! Ufad W Ugad Wsal gRT S 8idl & | 39 AT &
Ble-Ble ?I'J:ij o1 e ﬁ?f%‘ J AT (measure) Gﬂ?ﬂ%‘l 3T H iambic e UG (foot)
P I UBR B! 3 Hd1 g Fo9H T 9d Ifed AT Ugd T St HE 3Tl g |
Pentameter &I Hﬁ%%@ﬁﬁ@tﬁ?ﬁ@a%l lambic Pentameterﬂﬁﬁ@@ﬂg@f
ﬂ%ﬁ@ row H TTF iambic q_c{ﬁ?f%l

Monologue:

When, on the stage, there is one speaker only and the rest are the listeners but they do
exist. The dramatic monologue was popularized by Robert Browning.

THTATY (T Y):
o9 H9 IR Ryt U 9o giaT & STR 2 4Id1 81d € Afh d HINE Bid & | Uhd JdTe &l

Robert Browning & gRT dlleb 0T ol |

Soliloquy:

It is different from the monologue. It is a method, stage technique, often used in drama
when a character speaks to himself or herself. He shares the thoughts or feelings with
the audience. The other characters keep silent and/or disregarded by the speaker.
Shakespeare has used some of the most powerful soliloquies in his plays namely
Othello, Macbeth, Hamlet, Julius Caesar and many other plays.

AT HIYOT T HhY:

g THIETY ¥ NF BIdT 8| T8 SHfepixId: e H Wad U Al §, Ha dob-1e ¢ off ad
W‘@?ﬁgw PIs UF W9 T d1d Hdl/Bdl o | 98 [aRY ryar vl & gidrei &
1Y Siear gl

31 U U I8 & SHR/TT a1 & gRT JUfEd I8 & | AR A FaTdh YU $&
%u];&%ﬁ;{?aﬁﬁmms{qﬁ&ﬁﬂﬁ AHaY, g, ey oR 9 3 9gd 9
|

Cataloguing:

It means listing of things on a certain topic or issue. Notice how melancholy Jacques
catalogues the seven stages of human life.



WW;

a1 3 § el fAfda =i a1 fawg o st &t gt a1 e <o o fasmerd
(ﬁﬂm@%ﬂmmmsﬂaﬁﬁm STRIT3 (@RI T HId) Dl JAlag (L
) HRAT B |

Tragi-Comedy:

William Shakespeare has not written pure comedies or tragedies. Comic scenes appear
in tragedies while tragic scenes appear in comedies for example role of Fool in ‘King
Lear’ or Melancholy Jacques in ‘As You Like It'.

This enhances the effect of comic scenes as well as tragic scenes by way of contrast
against each other. Moreover, Shakespeare imitated the world or human nature where
one person'’s gain is the loss of another and joys and sorrows are not separated but
intermingled.

S@-gaT:
AR A IS T ¥ (QUl T ¥) Y& AT gEId A1CH g [0 § | gEId A1ch! gl

& T HAd § STafdh JETd Aledh H gue 2= fHad § | 3alex0 & A ‘King Lear’ H Td
Dt YAHBT AT 'As You Like It H S &1 YD

39 fRIYTHIE & H1eqH 4 g @I d g@I< €21 b UHTd bl 9Tl & | 38 iR
YAFUR 7 I TS H GUR 91 A WGHTT 61 IR0 b1 § ST8T U fad BT arH gax
w%a%‘raﬁ% 3R GRMAT  gE B SHET-3ET Ta! T ¢ Fiech Th-gux Pl IR

|

Activity 3: Speech Activity

The king along with his followers including Jacques has been banished from the
kingdom and living in a forest where these philosophical ideas about human misery are
expressed. Observe various stages of a man’s life in your neighbourhood. Try to
correlate them with the description given in the poem and prepare a speech based on
your observation for your class.

RISl I I GHAD! Figd Ford S +f 2n1fevet 8, e A Meprer fa S § 7R 3 Sl #
36d § STel AFd B (@) & fawa § arife faur ed 3 MU §| SRt A A &
Siiae & Al sraRiTsf IR ToR STfert | Hiadr § &3 T 90 & 1Y 36 TG HR Bl
TOTY HIfOTY 3R 30 el H URgd B /g 3T FI0r & YR TR U U0l R




S|

Answer: My dear classmates, today | am going to present my views on various stages of
a man'’s life as described by Shakespeare in the poem ‘As You Like It'. When | see Monu,
an infant in my neighbourhood, crying and puking in the arms of his nurse, | feel that in

this stage man is really totally dependent on others.

And Monu'’s elder brother who is never willing to go to school reminds me of the
complaining schoolboy of the poem. And whenever | see Jeetu's grandfather without
teeth, eyes, taste etc, lying on the bed, | feel that Shakespeare has rightly divided man'’s
life into seven stages.

Thank you

Activity 4: Composition

Question 1. Write an article for your school magazine on ‘The person who
impressed me most'.

a&%ﬁﬁwﬁuﬁwﬁ U1 gq ‘fad fora- gg gaiiere gHTiad fear favg R te a@
|

Answer: Article:

The person who impressed me most:

The person who impressed me most was Dr A.P.J. Abul Kalam. He was a renowned
scientist. He came to be known as the Missile Man of India for his work on the
development of ballistic missile and launch vehicle technology.

He became the 11th President of India in the year 2002 and continued till 2007. He was
the recipient of many Prestigious awards including, Bharat Ratna in 1997.

He lived his life with great simplicity. He wrote many books. He was a man of strong will
power. He died on July 27, 2015.

Question 2. Write your arguments in favour of ‘Man is the Centre of the Universe.’

Answer: Gifted with great intelligence and tact, man has brought all creation under his
absolute control. However, it is now evident from what the world has come to, today,
that wisdom and discretion should have been the rule for man to continue his
dominance. After all, if a man has to continue God has made man in his own image and
expects him to be responsible for his deeds.



