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1. Discuss the need of an Independent Fiscal Council (IFC) in bringing about
transparency and accountability in fiscal processes in India. (150 words) 10
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2. Recognizing the potential of exports in generating employment, a number
of steps need to be taken to address India's weakening export
competitiveness. Analyze. (150 words) 10
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3. Highlighting the main features of National Mineral Policy, 2019, discuss
how it can help in ensuring sustainable and responsible mining.
(150 words) 10
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4. Highlighting the salient features of the PM JI-VAN Yojana, analyze how it
can assist in achieving the vision and goals of the National Policy on
Biofuels, 2018. (150 words) 10
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5. Zero Budget Natural Farming (ZBNF) provides an alternative to capital and
chemical intensive agriculture currently being practiced in India. Analyze.
(150 words) 10
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6. Marine life is facing 'irreparable damage' from the millions of tonnes of
plastic waste which ends up in the oceans each year. In this context,
examine the implications of plastic pollution on marine ecosystem and
suggest some measures for addressing this problem. (150 words) 10
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7. Write a short note on the evolution of Bharat Stage norms in India. Also
discuss the significance and challenges posed by the planned introduction
of BS-VI norms in India from the year 2020. (150 words) 10
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8. What are black holes? Highlight the challenges in imaging a black hole?
How were these challenges overcome by the Event Horizon Telescope
project? (150 words) 10
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9. While mentioning the objectives of the Arms Trade Treaty (ATT), discuss
the challenges which are hindering the utilization of the ATT to its full
potential. (150 words) 10
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10. Threats to internal security of India may be posed both through the
communication networks and also to the networks. Discuss. Also, highlight
the steps taken by the government in making the networks more secure.

(150 words) 10
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11. Highlight the importance and challenges related to integration of Variable
Renewable Energy (VRE) in India. Mention some steps that can be taken for
its smooth integration with the synchronized Indian grid. (250 words) 15
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12. There have been arguments that India could fall into a 'middle income
trap'. Explaining the phenomenon, highlight the reasons behind such
arguments. How can India avoid it? (250 words) 15
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13. Highlighting its importance, discuss the major issues that plague effective
monetary policy transmission in India. Also, mention the steps taken by RBI
to improve it. (250 words) 15
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14. Highlight the constraints faced by rainfed agriculture in India. Discuss some
agronomic practices that can be adopted for stabilizing agricultural
production in rainfed areas. (250 words) 15
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15. Despite the steps taken by the government in recent years, a number of
problems continue to persist in the urea sector in India. Discuss. What
reforms should be taken to address the persisting problems?

(250 words) 15
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16. What is Access and Benefit Sharing? Explain how it aids in sustainable use
of biodiversity. Also, mention the different global and national level
mechanisms for ensuring Access and Benefit Sharing. (250 words) 15
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17. Stating the significance, discuss the challenges in achieving disaster
resilience of infrastructure. Suggest some ways for mainstreaming it in the
development paradigm. (250 words) 15
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18. Highlighting the significance of data localization for India, discuss various
challenges associated with data localization. (250 words) 15
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19. Money Laundering as a socio economic offence is a menace especially for
developing countries like India. Comment. What measures have been taken
at the domestic and international levels to deal with this menace?

(250 words) 15
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20. The primary motive of terrorism differs from that of organised crime but
there exists a symbiotic relationship between the two. Discuss.
(250 words) 15
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