
UNIT 4 CHINESE IN SOUTH-EAST ASIA 

Structure 

4.0 Objectives 
4.1 Introduction 
4.2 Chincsc ~rnmi~ration in be 19th Century 
4.3 Rise of Nationalism 
4.4 Under Japanese Subjugation 
4.5 The Post-War Years: Early Phase 
4.6 Thc People's Republic And South-east Asian Chincse 
4.7 Let Us Sum Up 
,4.8 Key Words 
4.9 Somc Uscful Books 
4.10 Answers To Chcck Your Progrcss 

- - 

4.0 013 JECTIVES 

This unit conccrns itscll with the history of Chinesc immigranls in South-east Asia. 
Artcr reading it you should be able to: 

dcscribe how extcnsivc wcre thc carly contacts between the China and South-east 
Asians. 

explain why after 1860 there was a spurt in Chinese immigration. 

show the impact or nationalism, Japanese subjugation and policics o l  the Chinese 
govcrnmcnt on Chinese immigrants in South-east Asia. 

4.1 INTRODUCTION 

China's links with lands to her Soulh were established in distant antiquity. As Chinese 
cul1urc sprcad in the last millennium before Chris1 from its birlh place on thc banks of 
thc Ycllow Rivcr, it encountered culturcs indigcnous of South-easl Asian rcgion. Thc 
Thai, Lao and Victnarncse pcoplcs, for cxample all have their rcmote roots in rcgions 
which lor long have bccn undcr thc Chincse politically As thc fronlier oi Chincsc 
sculcmcnl was advanced, cnclaves o l  pcoples dcstincd LO bcnoinc cthnic minorities wcrc 
bypassed. Oll~cr pcoplc In Soulhcrn and Wcstern China wcrc absorbed by thc Chincsc in 
a process which probably con~mues even today. 

Below thc linc olchincse sctllemen~, -South-cast Asian societies have groan. Since 
China's i~npcrial unificn~ion by the Chin dynasty in the third century B.C., the culu~ml 
and political lincs o C  dcinarcation betwecn China and Soutli-casl Asia have becn 
sha~pcncd. Only in Viclnam did Chinesc colonla1 rule cause Chinesc i~iflucncc to 
achieve paramounlary' for niore than ten ccnturics. Al~hough li-ccdom rroln Chinesc 
polilical control was won by Lhe Vietna~nesc a Lhousand ycars ago, China's cul~ural 
supremacy survived. South-cast Asia was liistorically dividcti into thrcc sphcrcs; 
Vietnam, whcre Chincsc culture dominated; thc arc of Iaods running Soulh-cast Irom 
Burma to Indonesia, whcrc lndian currcnls sferc powerlul; md the rclalivcly rcinr>te 
Pllilippines, whcre weakcr inllucnces from both China and India wcre lcit. Islam bccan 
a strong lidc in ihc rcgion about livc hundrcd years ago, and sprcad mainly lo thc 
mariti~nc lands, Malaysia, Indonesia, and the Soulhcrn Pliilippincs. 
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A Suwep of more thah twenty centuries shows that Chincse tics formcd with South-cast 
Asia were at first tenuous and latcr substantial. Dynastic rccords show that diplo~natic 
and commercial exchange existed almost from thc beginning of China's long impcrial 
history. Tributc missions from South-east Asia wcre frequent bearers of respect for the 
Chinesc emperor and exotic goods Tor thc Chinesc market. By the end of the thirteenth 
century, the Mongol emperor of China was ablc to dispatch an armada tb thc Indonesian 
archipelago. Although thc invasion was a failurc, it may have lcft behind dcscrters and 
suagglcrs, who may havc bccome the first permanent Chinese scttlcrs in thc area. 

Chincse in South-East hsia 

During the fifteenth ccntury, thc Ming dynasty of China sponsorcd a scries of great 
naval expeditions to South-east ~s ja 'and Car bcyond. The Chincse court, however, not 
driven by crusading zcal, international rivalry and fiscal hungcr to build an empire upon 
maritime foundations abandoned exploration; but a privatc Chincsc commercial empire 
was already taking shapc overseas. Whcn the first Portuguese came to South-east Asia 
in the beginning of the sixteenth ccntury, Chincse tradcrs were there to greet them. 

Western colonialism in South-east Asia began with the Portuguese capturc of Malacca in 
1511. Sincc then thc Chincsc in the rcgion sought to accommodate themselves to the 
changing ordcr in South-cast Asia. Sometimcs tolerated and on occasion savagely 
attacked, the overseas Chinesc learned to live undcr Wcstern rule. For threc and a half 
ccnwrics, thc Chinesc population of the rcgion grew at a modcrate pace; there were 
sipply not enough opportunities in a slowly developing economy to attract multitudes of 
~mmigrants. 

4.2 CHINESE IMMIGRATION IN THE 19TH 

-- 
CENTURY 

About the middle of thc ninetcenth ccntury, South-cast Asia cntcrcd a period of 
quickened uansformation. The decline of mcrcantilism had hcralded the dcath of the 
Dutch and British Company rulc, conditions hospitable to lree uadc appeared. 
Corresponding wilh thc opening of grcatly expanded opportunities lor private invcstment 
was a growing dcmand for South-east Asian products to fccd Wcstcrn industrialisation. 
The whole proccss of dcvelopmcnl was specdcd by the apcning of the Suez Canal in 
1869, possibly the most significant datc in South-cast Asian economic history. Tin, 
Tobacco, and later, rubbcr production doublcd and rcdoublcd. So rapid was economic 
expansion that chronic labour shortages appeared. Peasants belonging to that region 
were, by and large, rcluctant to have lhcir villages to work under the disciplincd and 
often harsh conditions of large-scale mining and estate agriculture. Labour had to bc 
rccruited outside the rcgion. Many came from India but many more were sent from 
China. 

Thc story of the first great wavcs of nineteenth century Chinese immigration is 
k horrifying. The 'Coolie wade' as it came to be known is described briefly bclow. 
1 Typically villagers werc recruited by agents, known Coolie Crimps. Sometimes false 

promises lured men to sign away thcir freedom. Other men in cCfcct sold thcmsclves to 
pay off thcir debts. The recruits were assembled in ports and lodgcd in barracoons. (This 

I 

t has striking similarities with h e  slave trade bctwccn Alrica and Europc.) Packcd aboard 
vcssels, the coolies sailed for ncw lands. Many, or coursc, died on thc voyage. Upon 1 arrival. say at Singapore, thc scmi-slaves were normally kept on board thcir ships until 
brokers serving either Chincsc or Europcan cntcrpriscs, conuacteci for thcir labour in a 
proccss colloquically rclcrrcd to by thc Chincsc as "buying pigs". Thc healthy and the 
skilled commanded the highest prices; thc sickly wcre unwanted. Once ashore the men 
worked out thc ycars of thcir contracts; and i1 ~hcy madc h c  gradc and lived, thcy 
bccatne frec scttlcrs or sought to rcturn home. 

I- A; the nineteenth century aavanccd tllc voyages from China grcw smoothcr: crudc 
vcsscls and junks werc rcplaced by stcamships. Victorian humanilarianism and the 
Pcking court's growing concern for its emigrant sons brought an end to Lhc coolic 

i trarfic. Migration and settlcmcnt abroad no longer mcnnt humiliation and hazard. 
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Introduction Thrcc charactcrislics were common to Lhe millions of Chinesc who arrived in South-east 
Asian counuies during the flood-tidc or immigration roughly between 1860-1930. One 
was that almost all of them were poor and the olhcr that vcry few of them were women. 
Thcsc two characteristics arc common to many other, immigrant communities. But the 
characteristic that set thc Chincse immigrants apart from most othcrs who had left their 
homes for ncwer lands was thcir enduring nostalgia for the homeland. Chlna was more 
llian the old country. 11 was thc only country worhy of respect and capable of being 
undcrstood. Thc rcstof the world was worse than alien. Success abroad could be 
ineasurcd by the strcnglh of a man's ties to China. Sending money back to relatives In 

the old village was an obligation bornc by all except the destitute. Prosperity permitted a 
man to bring a 'wifc from China. Those who became wealthy would decorate their 
houses like rich native Chinese. Ideally, hard work and thrirt abroad were rewardcd by 
rctircment and repatriation, or less ideally, by shipment back to China for burial. There 
have been mcn who sailed from China never expecting to return, but there was none 
who cheerfully hoped for permancnt repatriat~on. Uprooted immigrant herds could not be 
controlled by the thin ranks of colonial bureaucracies. Colonial administration of earlier 
periods had hit upon schemes for h e  supervision of the Chincse lhrough the medium of 
various headmcn, ofien assigncd quasimilitary tilles. In return for the prestige and 
perquisites of his office, thcy scrved as lntcrmcdiaries bctween the Europeans and the 
Chinese. The system worked as long as thc Chinese communities were fairly stable in 
size and placid in conduct. Before the huge influx of immigrants, the Chinese quarters 
of the cities and towns were not trouble spots. The Europeans and the Chinese normally 
complementcd one another m thcir economic cndcavours; both groups appeared content 
wilh the systcm of headmen. 

The old scrcnity was shattered by the flood or immigrants. Thc mcmbcrs of rootless, 
rcstlcss, mon wcrc too grcat to fit into a pattern of administration resting upon the 
hcadmen9s control Ihrougb business connections, kinship and patronage. The enormously 
cq>andcd Chlncsc population, especially in mining and cstate areas of rapid 
dcvclop~nent, had to fend Ibr thcmsclves in improving a political ordcr of sorts. The 
tradition of thc sccrct society providcd the techniques required. 

Sccrct societics havc dccp roots in Chinese history. Starting as heredcal expressions, 
thcsc soc~etics inevilably assuincd a politically subversive character, for in imperial 
Ch~na charismatic empcror cnjoyed divine ordination i.e. hc rulcd with the mandate of 
heaven. To challcngc any part of the harmonious order was to thrcaten the whole. The 
clandestine broLhcrhoods imported into South-east Asia displayed lhe religious 
orientation of thcir forerunners, and voiced rcbcllious slogans like: "Ovcrthrow thc 
Manchus, Restore the Ming". 

In effect, secrct societies had to give protection and order to the immigrants. 
Membership brought a man into a circle of brothers who could assist in the process of 
sipviva1 abrpad. Companionship, employmcnl, relicf and defcnce were all supposed to be 
had within Lhe order. The brotherhoods thus sought to substitute for Iamilics lcft in 
China. Acknowledging no law but thcir own, the secrct societies turncd to crime; but 
lawlcssncss was not thcir fundamental purpose. Thc profits of crime wcrc in thc nature 
of revenucs for the underground governments of the immigrants. As olhcr form of 
organisation gaincd strcngth in the ninctccnth century the secrct societics lost vitality 
and prestige. Today thc brotherhoods have delcrioratcd into-gangster mobs; but for a 
timc, a ccntury or so ago, thc societics playcd a posit~vc role in thc rescttlcment of 
immlgmnts. 

Operating in thc opcn wcrc othcr kinds of organisations to serve the settlcrs. The . 
so-callcd territorial associations recruited mcmbcrs on the basis of place of origin or 
language. Kinship associdtions served those sharlng thc saine surnames and thus 
claiming desccnt from cominor; nnccsmrs. The blood tie might be more imagined than 
real, but the feeling of kinship dlnong mcmbers was likely to be genuinc enough. Trade 
and craft associations, later joined by chamber of cotvmercc and labour unions, brought 
together men of like occupations and econon~ic aims. All these opcn organ~sations were 
actively supported. As thc administration of south-east Asia sought means of supervising 
and communicating with thc Chincsc, thc open assoc~ations oflcn rcccived semi-official 
recognition. The cha~nbers of commcrcc in particular tended to be regarded as agencics 
to transmil Chinesc deslres to thc go\.crnment and to broadcast and interpret official 
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policies to the Chinese communities. The imperial and republican governments of China 
used the Chambers of Commerce similarly. 

During the nineteenth and twentieth centuries the Chinese increased not only in numbers 
but in economic power. The process leading to Chinese domination of the.bulk of south- 
cast Asia's commerce presumably began at some unknown date far back in history when 
the first Chinese immigrant trader opened for business. The development from the time 
of mass immigration was thus new in degree but not in kind. From about the middle of 
the previous century, Chinese moved toward economic mastery with greater speed and 
in larger numbers than ever before. As western capital stimulated the production of 
primary products for export, there was more for the Chinese intermediary trader to do. 
As relative prosperity came to some areas, there were more customers for the Chinese 
retailer. As pqification and direct aqminlstrauon of hinterlands progressed, the Chinese 
merchants ranged farther afield. There rcmains, however, the perplexing question of why 
the Chinese rather than some other people saw and seized the new economic 
opportunities. 

Except in Burma, where the Indians enjoyed ascendmcy in business, and in Cambodia 
and remote Laos, where the Vietnamese approached similar success, the Chinese were 
little challenged in their economic rise. Industry and thrift have already been known as 
priceless, hard to explain, Chinese gifts. Organisational ability and communication 
systems also served the Chinese settlers. Further more, it is uue that the immigrants 
reached the right place at the right time. 

The very fact of immigration was perhaps more decdve. Tom away from traditional 
pursuits and ancient restraints, the overseas settlers c ~ u l d  move into activities rarely 
accessible to their kin folk in the home villages. Heavily peasant in background; the 
immigrants did not normally seek to farm in South:east Asia. Laws against land 
alienation, the scarcity of capital for investment in farm steads, and the near absence of 
wives and children to help work in family farms, all were obstacles to the establishment 
of Chinese peasants in the region. More important, it seems, was the fact that the 
Chlnese migration was morc than an international transplanting of people. It was in the 
pattern of movement from the farms to the cities that has been a feature of all modern 
economic growth. The Chinese left not only the country but the countryside as well. 
Working as miners or estate labourers for a time after reaching lhe tropics, most 
overseas Chinese gravitated toward urban areas and city occupations. The indigenous 
peoples living within social structures of only two levels, peasant and noble, for the 
most part remained rooted to thcir traditions and were unprepared for economlc 
adventure. 

Engaged in occupation alien to the indigenous peasants, performing tasks beneath the 
Westerners and the Southeast Asian nobility, the Chinese occupied middle rung on the 
economic laddcr Thousands of them worked in light industrial and service jobs, but 
vastly more viral were those ~nvolved -in trade. The internal comrncrce of most countries 
was in'chinese hands, by and large. The great Westcrn trading firms could not have 
reached the means of indigenous producers and consumers without the Chinese 
intermedlarles nor could local goods flow betwecn rural and urban areas have attaincd 
much volume in thclr absence Virtually no transaction was too petty for the immigrant 
trader; and, as time went, few endeavours were too large to be attempted by the Chinese 
management and capital 

RISE OF NATIONALISM 

Cliinese In South-East Asia 

Near the end of lhc nineteenth century. there began an overseas Chinese political 
awakening that has continued through decades of change to the prescnt. The start of the 
process is usually rofcrred lo as thc birth of nationalism among the Chinese abroad. The 
reasons for the .;hi11 In altitude Iiom a comparatively passive scntimental attachment to 
the land and c ~ ~ l ~ u r >  of China to a dynamic, sometimcs evcn aggressive, identificauon 
w~th thc Chincsc 17auon are many and complcx. Hcrc ~t is appropriate simply to record 
the fact that roo; nncrly sevcnty years the Chinese abroad, like Lhcir compatriots at home, 
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have been caught up in the nationalist side of the present era. China came to be Mewed 
not merely with cultural home sickness, the Chinese nation, inclucbng its overseas 
members, was believed to be the entity through which individual and collective hopes 
were to be realised. 

Recognition of the Chinese as a national struggling among other nations rather than as 
the s ~ l e  civilised people in a global sea of barbarism came swiftly. The change was first 
prompted by those dynastic officials who sought to revitalize China. The dispatch of 
imperial missions to foreign lands and the establishment of consulates and legations 
abroad generated an awareness in Peking of overseas Chinese problems and strength. 
The revenue producing potential of the settlers abroad was especially impressive to the 
Manchu court. Close on the heels of the court nobility came conservative reformers to 
enlist the overseas people in the cause of national salvation through modernization. 
Shorlly, the revolutionmes under Sun Yat-sen appeared and assumed leadership. 

As overseas Chinese nationalism was ardently directed toward pulling China out of her 
backwardness, Sun Yat-sen's vaguely phrased programme for social and economic 
advance appealed to the Chinese. Money went into revolutionary treasury and cells of 
the revolutionary party were founded throughout South-east Asia. It would not be wrong 
to argue that without the support of the Chinese abroad, the destruction of the dynasty - - , 
would have been achieved later and possibly under different auspices. The 1911 
revolution, quite unlike that of 1949, was in great measure an expression of nationalism , 
of the overseas Chinese. Until World War 11, Sun Yat-sen's party, now called the 

c .  

Kuomintang, was the focus of overseas Chinese loyalty. 

Two twentieth century developments, one the result of another, were instrumental in the 
emergence of revolutionary nationalism among the overseas Chinese. The modernised 
school system, dating from the beginning of the present century, and the growing use of 
Mandatin Chinese as an immigrant lingua franca have been the cradle and vehicle of 
nationalism. Nothing has been more central to the nationalist mobilization of h e  
South-east Asian Chinese than the political recruitment conducted in the classrooms. 
Boycotts, demonstrations and even violencc have originated in the schools; and the 
language of overseas Chinese nationalism has been the mandarin learned there. The 
Chinese have been most forceful politically in those places in South-east Asia, such as 
Malaysia, where thcir schools have flourished 

Check Your Progress 1 

Note: 1) Give answers in the space given below. 

2) Check your answer with the one given at the end of this unit. 

1) In which South-east Asian country did Chinese colonial ruls last for very long? 

a) Indonesia 

b) Thailand 

c) Vietnam 

d) Cambodia 

2) Western Colonialism began in South-east Asia with the P~rtuguese capture of 

a) Singapore 

b) Malacca 

c) Movocco 

d) Penang 

3) Describe in brief h e  effect of Coolie trade on Chinese immigrants. 

Content Digitized by eGyanKosh, IGNOU



- 
4.4 UNDER JAPANESE SUBJUGATION 

Chinese in South-East Asia 
I- 

--- 

Since most Chinese in South-east Asia had direct and daily contact with western 
colonial rule, semi-colonialism in the ancestral land was particularly offensive. As 
expatriates hoping to obtain dignity and protection Crom a rcborn China, the overseas 
people were especially alarmed by the Japanese menace. Men looked to the Kuomintang 
to rescue the nation through combat with imperialism and deCence against Japan. 

b For some Chinese in South-east Asia, intense hostility toward imperialism and alarm 
over Japanese expansion led to receptiveness to communism. The recruitment of 
Cominunist cadres among the virulently nationalist overseas Chinese youth, especially in 
Singapore and Malaya, progressed and there were efforts to use the developing strength 
of the labour movement for Communist ends. 

Japan's conquest and rule of South-east Asia struck cruel blows against the Chinese. 
The colonial order under which the immigrants had advanced and the world trade upon 
which they ultimately depended for their livelihoods were destroyed. Wartime isolation 
stagnated the economy of the region. The Japanese military administration was inept. 
and, worse, its actions were unpredictable. Bad government and economic deterioration 
were not ,the only disasters to affect the Chinese in South-east Asia during the war. The 
Japanese singled out the Chinese settlers for markedly harsh treatment. Thousands of 
Chinese were massacred by the Japanese. Money was forcefully taken from rich 
Chinese. Persons suspected of underground occupation were rounded up, tortured and 
murdered. Chinese guemlla bands, like their Filipino allies, were pursued and fought. 
The occupation brought suffering to all and death to many. Chinese collaboration with 
the Japanese was generally uncommon because the settlers were for the most part 
committed to the cause of Chinese national salvation and because the Japanese had little 
nced for and lcss faith m thc Chincse. 

Japanese mistrust of the overseas Chinese was far from unfounded. The settlers had 
\ conulbuted enormous sums to the Chinese war chest against Japan. No other Chinese 

population was more dedicated to national defence as those in South-east Asia. Until 
late in Ihe war, h e  Chinese and the Filipines were only peoples in South-east Asia to 
offer major resistance to the Japanese. In Malaya where the proportion and nationalism 
of the Chinese was the greatest, the fight against Japan began as the invaders moved 
down the peninsula and continued throughout the years of occupation. The most 
effective guemllas were organised and led by a tightly-knit Chinese Communist minority 
of a few thousand. Veterans of that force returned to the jungle to fight the colonial 
power in 1948 and attempted to dislodge Malayan authority after 1957. 

The ability of the Communists in Malay to mobilise military threats for nearly two 
decades is a measure of heir resourcefulness and discipline rather than of their numbers. 
Presumably pre-war year of clandestine operation had equipped the communists with the 

I communication and intelligence techniques needed to support guemlla forces. It is 
believed that funds and supplics werc obtained in part through intimidation, from urban 
Chinese. Food, local intelligence, and someti~nes shelter were available from Chinese 
peasants on the edges of the jungle. The economic decay of the occupation pcriod had 
driven many to subsistence farming on unclaimed land away from urban centres. Known 
as squatters, because of their unlawful occupancy of farms, they were invaluable to the 
Communists during the war against Japan and later against British colonial and Malayan 

. authorities. By relocating the squatters to deny food and information to the guerrillas, 
the British and Malayan authorities could defeat them. 

4.5 THE POST-WAR YEARS: EARLY PHASE 

Victory over Japan brought new uncertainties to the overscas Chinese. The revolutionary 
bursting of South-east Asian nationalism,, touched of[ by the war, endangered many and 
dictatcd readjustment for all. Antipathy toward the Chinese in  heir midst had long 
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smoldcrcd among many indigenous South-cast Asians. Colonial administration had becn 
largely content and relieved in thc pre-w" plural societies to have Chinese settlers scne 
as immediate targets ol native vexation. The Japanese consciously exacerbated 
intercommunal ill-will. Strife belwecn the Chinese and their neighbours was never more , 
severe than in the period.of anarchy between Japanese collapse and the re-establishment 
of law-enforcerncnt. In Malaya and Indonesia. the Chinese suffered most acutely. 

South-east Asia'b nationalist revoluuonarieb called for both l~beration from colonialism 
and economic advance, while they held the Chinese to be the agents of Western 
exploitation and obstacles to matenal progress for natlve South-east Asians. Vengeance 
against the Chinese was most brutal in Indonesia, and in other areas repression was less .. 
violent. In all the colonies, it was hoped that end of Western rule would help loosen the 
commercial grasp of the Chinese. It has been seen that indigeneously economic 
nationalism in some form plays a role in all the political programmes of independent 
South-east Asia; and throughout the entire region, the Chinese experience disabilities 
ranging from legislated discrimination, usually in transpdenl disguise, to pre-emptory 
confiscation of property and denlal of opportunity. 

Post-colonial South-east Asia brought LO the Chinese a new situation requiring them to 
make readjusunents in meeting adversity and in mastering the unprecedented. The 
independent governments uniformly sought to promote indigenous entrepreneurship. To 
the bulk of the Chinese community perplexity rather than opportunity developed. For 
some years the commerce of South-east Asia remained largely in Chinese hands 
Howevcr, in this as in all othcr areas of overseas Chinese life, there are differences 
among the countries of  he region. 

- 
4.6 THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC AND SOUTH-EAST 
1 ASIAN CHINESE 

In the early years of its coming into being the government of the People's Republic of 
China, like the Kuomintang government, vied to generate support among the settlers 
abroad. Student and visitors were urged to go to China; ancient culture was respected, 
overseas capital was attracted; strong support for the overseas Chinese in their 
difficulties with host governments was promised. In Communist publications designed 
for overseas consumption, Peking laid heavy stress on appeals to Chinese nationalism 
among expatriates and also on China's growing economic and political strength. The 
claim' that the Communists had liberated China from imperialism got more prominence 
than the fact that China was liberated from feudalism. This was so because landlordism 
was not a source of grief to the Chinese in South-east Asia. In fact it was tradilional for 
Chinese expatriates to dream of an old age made serene and dignified through 
ownership of land in the native village. The Peking government was at first careful not 
to antagonize the overseas Chinese by redistributing their land holdings but eventually it 
had to follow a uniform ISnd re-distribution policy making its intentions amply clear to 
the Chinese settlers abroad. 

In the later years other methods have been used by the Chinese government to reach out 
to Chinese people in other lands. Radio programmes broadcasted to South-east Asia 
were introduced. News, commentary and music were broadcast and in addition lessons 
in Mandarin Chinese for those ignorant in the language were given through radio. 
Similarly China's achievements in various areas, in particular science and technology, 
have been given prominent coverage. In other words, the Chinese government had made 
an all out effort to see to ~t that Chinese expatriates continue to love their homeland. 

During the Cultural Revolution when China was going through an' unprecendented 
political upheaval, the Chinese regime openly began to support insurgence and rebellions 
in other developing countries. Prominent among these were the South-east Asian 
countries whcrc existence of large Chinese populations made the task easier. The 
Chinese regime in Peking not only exported the ideology of Maoism but expressed 
complete support for Maoist organisations attempting to wreck the existing governments 
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in these countrics. This not only straincd relat~on~ bctwccn the govcrnments of China t'hinesc in 5outh-Easl Asid 

and thcse countries but made the expatriate Chinese community suspcct in the eyes of 
native South-east Asians; they came to be viewed as agents of the Chinese government. 
This further aggravated the ethnic tensions for quite some time. Thc Chinese within 
themselves were also di~lided over thc issue of support or opposition to Communisl 
~dcology and the Communist government in Mainland China. 

In the period of reforms in China i.e. since 1978, thc Peking government has taken a 
modcratc attitude towards overseas Chinese all over the world. From prospering busincss 
communilies in South-east Asia particularly the ethnic Chincse the PRC government 
expects collaboration in the form of invcstrncnts, technology transfer etc. Now that 
China secms to bc in a rush to modcrnisc iu intiustry and management systcm, among 
olhcr ttlmgs. the support from ovcrscas Chincse is more than welcome. 

M'1111 prosperity and democratic reforms in most South-east,Asian countries. ethnic 
tensions are gradually receding. This will obviously help the Chinese populations do 
better. With their economic strength and a sense of political security they should be in a 
better position to play a significant role in the development of then native land. 

Cheek Your Progress 2 

Note : I )  Use the space given below for Your answer. 

2) Check your answer with the one given at the end of this unit. 

1) In what ways did nationalism actuate the overseas Chinese? 

2) What was the main thrust of the Chinese government policy towards the overseas 
Chinese? 

I - -- - 
4.7 LET US SUM UP 

Since very ancient times China 11n; influenced the rcgion called South-east Asia. Excey,~ 
for Vietnam which experier,:ed Cliincse rulc for many centuries, all countries of thc 
region had a wide ranging comniercinl conlacts with China. Chinese in small numbers, 
mostly among thc mcrchant class, were found in South-cast Asia vben thc Portuguese 
arrived there in the beginning of the sixtec~~lh ccntury. As South-east Asia entered a 
period of transformation in the ninctccnth century, tlrc dcmand for labour increased. 

i Chinese in large numbers started coming to this rcgion and bctween the years 1860 to 
1930 there was large-scalc Chincse immigration. Thcy filccd very difficult and uftcn 
inhuman situations. Poverty and thrcat of starvation at homc attracted the Chine\e 
peasanlry to do jobs in other lands. What was common among ~ h c  Chinesc ~mmigrants 
was the attachment for the homcland. Tlley fonncd their own organisations and sent 
money home to help poor relatives. Through ahecr hard work ~ h c  Chincse economic 

i powcr increased and thcy began to dominate South-east Asia s c0mmc:ce. The rise of 
nationalism in China awakencd thc overscas Chincse politically and thcy became a 

, 
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Introduction major sourcc 01 bupport to thc anli-lmpcrialist, anti-Manchu forces operating within 
China. Both the Kuomintang (the Nationalists) and the communism received support 
from thcm. Whcn South-east Asia came under the Japanesc occupation, the Chinese 
wcrc sclected for special inhuman treatment. Aftcr the end of the Second World War 
colonialism faded away in South-east Asia and the Chinese had to readjust to a ncw 
situation. Ethnic strife in some of these countries hurt the Chinese. Policies of the 
Chinese govcrnmcnt have also causcd problems lor them. However, with gradual 
democratisati6n and economic prosperity of the region, it seems that Chinese will 
contlnue to ~ l a v  a meaningful role in South-east Asia. 

4.8 KEY WORDS 

hlillennium a period of thousand years 

Archipelago : group of many islands 

Uarracoons tiny, unhcalthy dwellings 

Victorian showing respectability as was charactcristic 

Heretical opinion opposed to estal>lishcd views 
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.4.11, ANSWERS TO CHECK YOUR PROGRESS - -- - - 

Check Your Progress 1 

1) c 

2) 
3) Scc second para of scction 4.2. 

1) Rural Chincsc tlominatcd among the ~m~nigrant Ch~ncsc 

2) Coolics wcrc nolhing but slaves. 
I 
? 

3) Many of thc Ch~ncsc, scttlcd In South-cast Asia, arc dcsccndants ol tllc coolics. 

Check Your PI-ogress 2 

1) Summing of scction 3.5. 

I )  Nalive vcxation 

2) Japancse fucllcd com~nund ill-will 

3) Risc of nationalism in t l~c  statcs of South-cast Asla 

4) Post-war indcpcndent Govcrnmcnts' policics of indigcnisation 

5) Immigrants arc lookcd down upon as thc flag bcrucrs of ~~npcr id~sm.  

2) Sce scction 3.6. 

1) Chincse govcrnmcnt supports thc overseas Chinesc ma~nly for cconornic 
reasorls. 

2) Maoist China attcmpts to sell ~ a o i s n ~  through ovcrscas Chincse. 

3) Chinesc govcrnmcnt through mcdia tricd to intcgrate ovcrscas Chincse with thc 
cultusc and tradition of mainland Chinese. Content Digitized by eGyanKosh, IGNOU




