Idioms/Phrases

Directions :In these questions, fouralternatives
are given for the Idioms/Phrases. Choose the
altemative which best expresses the meaning o fthe

A

1. A codkand bull story
(a) Animportant story (b) Animaginary story
(c) Along story (d) A short story
$S.C. sifFarga C.P.0.S.1. 5 Jas, 2017 (1143

Idioms/Phrases:

SR (b)

Idioms/Phrases 'A cock and bull story’ HIET S An
imaginary story; a fanciful and unbelievable tale; an
absurd, im probable story presented as the truth; atall
tale; an implausible story used as an explanation or
excuse; an incredible story tol d as true; T ' §RR W
I I He-Ieh a1l

2. Agree horn
(a) aninexperienced man
(b) a dangerous man
(c) suspicious man
(d) a wise person
$S.C. 3ifFarsa C.PO.SI. 7 Jaus, 2017 (1-943)
TR (a)

Idioms/Phrases 'A green horn' & Tl 3 an
inexperienced man; a person who is new to or
inexperienced at a particular activity; an untrained
man; a naive person; a newcomer (as to a country)
unacquainted with locad mannersand customs; gullible

person; someone who is easily tricked or swindled,

immature person, JM ‘RAREA, TS, Tl

3. Atvariance with
(a) Inone time (b) In opposite

(¢) In any way (d) Sometimes
$S.C. 3ifFarsa C.PO.S.I. 2 Jaus, 2017 (1-943)

IR (b)

Idioms/Phrases 'At variance with' I dqd o In
opposite; in disagreement; differing; discrepant;
disaggreeing with or opposing somebody/something;

(offacts, etc.) not in accord; conflicting; (o fpersons)
in a state of dissension; I ‘& Tog |

4. Asnakein thegrass
(a) A coward

(¢) A friendly person

$S.C. 3ifergd C.PO.S.I. 2 s, 2017 (1943

(b) A treacherous person

(d) An honest person

SR (b)

Idioms/Phrases 'A snake in the grass' &1 T/&@d & A
treacherous person; a deceitful person; a concealed
danger; one who feigns friendship with the intent to
deceive; a secretly faithless friend; A ‘STRIT FI

g

5. Appleof one's eye

(a) the person with sweet tastes

(b) the person with wide pupils

(c) the person who likes apple

(d) the person who someone loves or cherishes

the most

$S.C. 3¥Fers TwmER @8 ‘8 v ) 14 &R 2017 (11-93d)
SR @)

Idioms/Phrases 'Apple ofone's eye &1 IR & the
person who someone loves or cherishes the most;
someone or something very precious or dear; special
favourite, beloved person or thing; a favoured person;
a person of whom one is extremely fond or proud; a
person or thing that is very precious or much loved,

I 3% BT IRT

6. Achip on your shoulder

(a) your shoulderis injured

(b) there is burden on your shoulder

(¢) you areholding a grudge

(d) youareill
$S.C. 3Fersa wEmR (8 & T 'Ir) 14 /R 2017 (19d)
SR (©)
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Idioms/Phrases 'A chip on your shoulder' &1 T -
You are holding a grudge; the act of holding a
grievance; that readily provokes disputation; it can
also mean a person thinking too much ofoneself a
bad attitude that tends to get someone easily upset; a
habituall y hostile or combative attitude; a perceived
grievance or sense of inferiority; A ‘dra-ard WX
e

7. Afterone's ownheart
(a) Sharing or having on€'s tastes or views
(b) Infatuation with a person which is not
reciprocated
(c) Memorise something by heart
(d) Don't have the courageto do something bad
for a good person
S.S.C. 3Fetgt CHSL (T-1)4 9, 2018 (1-78)
TR ()

Idioms/Phrases 'After one's own heart’ &1 aIcddy 2-
Sharing or having one's tastes or views; just such as
one likes, dear to one; a man or woman who likes the
same things or has the same opinions as you; in
keeping one's taste or preference; appealing to one's
own disposition, taste, or tendencies; T ‘T B
3RIAT g¥g Bl AT &'

8. Apenny for your thoughts
(a) A way ofasking what someoneis thinking
(b) Another way of saying pennywise pound
foolish
(c) An idea is less worth a penny unless it is
executed successfully
(d) Willing to share asecret only ata price
S.S.C. 3BT CHSL (T1)14 9rd, 2018 (1-7h)
TTx ()

Idioms/Phrases 'A penny for your thoughts' &1 kI
T A way of asking what someone is thinking; an
invitation to a person lost in thought to share his or
her preoccupation; what are you thinking about I

‘g AR gE

9. Allin a day'swork
(a) Even in routine work one can find instances of
fun
(b) Something unusual or difficult accepted as part
of someone's normal routine
(c) Alot ofwork whichis donein just one day
(d) Work all day on a job that you love
S.S.C. 3Fegt CHSL (T-I)14 Ard, 2018 (1-h)
ST b)

Idioms/Phrases 'All in a day's work' &I aad B
Something unusual or difficult accepted as part of
someone's normal routine; expected and normal; part

of'your nommal working lif and not unusual; part ofa
person's typical work T ‘ISFRT &1 M|

10. A seachange
(a) A profound or notable trans formation
(b) Anupcoming storm
(c) Someonewho appears turbulent on the outside
but is actually calm deep inside
(d) Asyou go deeperinto the situation you will
see a very different picture
S.S.C. 3t CHSL (TI) 11 9/, 2018 (1-78h)
TR (@)

Idioms/Phrases 'A sea change' &1 T/ 3~ Aprobund
or notable transformation; a complete change; amarked
change; a radical change; a seemingly magical change,
as brought about by the action ofthe sea; any major

altemation; a striking change; as in appearance, ofien

for the better I *SMHRAF o1 IRT |
11. Arainyday

(a) Time ofamusement

(b) Time ofdifliculty

(c) Day for adventure

(d) Heavy downpour of water
S.SC. JFFIET Ho<! SRPT (MIT.S) 20 ¥R, 2017 (1-w%h)
SR b)

Idioms/Phrases 'A rainy day' & Tr@d g Time of
difficulty; a time ofneed or trouble; bad tim es; a time
when money might unexpectedly be needed; a
possible future time ofneed or difficulty; JF ‘R &

JRrar sfes W el

12. Atthe eleventhhour
(a) Theinitial moment
(b) At the last possible moment
(c) Atits usual time
(d) At theearliest possible time
S.SC. JFFIRT "ec! SIRBT (MIT.S) 18 &R, 2017 (1-T8)
SR (b)

Idioms/Phrases 'At the eleventh hour' &1 dRER & At
the last possible moment; the last moment or almost
too late; the last possible moment for doing
something; the latest possibl e moment; I ‘W A%

|
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13. A redletterday

(a) A day when one feels lazy

(b) A day that is pleasantly noteworthy or

memorable

(c) A sorrowful day

(d) Most dangerous day ofone's life
S.SC. 3FFIBT Wecl SiReT (MIT.S) 18 f¥®R, 2017 (1-weh)
IR b)

Idioms/Phrases 'A red letter day' &1 I@d & A day
that is pleasantly noteworthy or memorable; a special,
happy and important day that you will always
remember; a very important or significant day; a
special occasion; a memorably important or happy
occasion; in earlier times a church festival or saint's
day; more recently, any special day; a very happy or
exciting day, I ‘RSN #7et fqaw, ATEROM,
AR

14. Atloggerheads

(a) To sufer

(b) In conflict with someone

(c) To face tough competition

(d) Tobe in do or die situation

SS.C. IS ¥ WM (D) 8 3FTd, 2017 (119
S (b)

Idioms/P hrases 'At loggerheads' T W@ 2- In con-
flict with someone; engaged in a disagreement or
dispute; in adispute or confrontation; iftwo people
are at loggerheads, they disagree very strongly; in
violent dispute or disagreement; in dispute with, I+

‘3N, TSR3 W S|

15. A wild goosechase
(a) Fruitful search
(c) Useless search
SS.C. 3FcIEA FI W (EI) 8 37, 2017 (II-9d))
SR (9

(b) Timely search
(d) Wrong decision

Idioms/Phrases 'A wild goose chase' T Ay B~
Useless search; a worthless hunt or chase; a futile
pursuit; awild orabsurd search for something non-
existent or unobtainable; any senseless pursuit of
an object or end; a hopeless enterprise; a hopeless
guest; a lengthy and fruitless pursuit or search, ™

RI® Gt =Rt &1 T

16. A mootpoint

(a) Agreeable (b) Disputed

(c) Unclear (d) Unknown

S$S.C. s FIB W () 8 3FR, 2017 (1119
SR b)

Idioms/Phrases'A moot point' 1T g~ Disputed;
a debatable question; an issue open to argument;
anirrelevant question; a matter ofno i mportance; an

irrelevant argument; a subject to debate, fdarg 1

fawa; 9849 1 e, Aaerug vy’

17. All agog
(a) Avoid (b) Contentment
(c) Amazed (d) Unsystematically

SS.C. 3Fs ke WM (EI) 9 3T, 2017 (11-9d)
TR (¢)

Idioms/Phrases 'All agog' &1 A3 - Amazed; sur-
prised; surprised and amazed; excited, in high spir-
its, in eagerexpectation; full ofvigour; I ' 3FER'|

18. Anaxetogrind

(a) To act bravely

(b) Toact like a ool

(c) To havea selfish motive

(d) To takerisk

SS.C. 3Tz Fe W (D)9 3T, 2017 (111-93d)
TR (©)

Idioms/Phrases 'An axe to grind' @l Iad g To
havea selfish motive; have a dispute to take up with
someone or, to have an ulterior motive; to have pri-
vate ends to serve; to have a personal or selfish

motive; have a grievance with someone, I ' 3T

T, e R, AT A Bl

19. A dropin a bucket.
(a) As much as possible
(b) Nothing at all
(¢) A handsome amount
(d) A very insigni ficant amount
S.S.C. AT B RA (TH) 7 Rwx, 2016 (110
SIR @)

f&T 1Y Idioms/Phrases 'A drop in a bucket' FT TRIIT
T 'A very insignificant amount; an insufficient or

trifling amount; a small, usually inadequate amount'

AW e FGg 7 SR
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20. A darkhorse.
(a) Awildanimal (b) A black horse
(c) Anunknown entry (d) A front runner
S.S.C. IR V6 ®RA (1) 4 Rdax, 2016 (11-0d)

TR (©)

faT U Idioms/Phrases 'A dark horse' &1 iU B-
'An unknown entry; a little known, unexpectedly
successful entrant; someone who keeps their skills
and ideas secret and surprises other by doing
something unexpected' 3ffe JURRG FHAFI,

YA o A1 /e =i UTd S dra

21. Asthe crow flies.
(a) Ina monotonous way (b) In a straight way
(c) In a criss-cross way (d) In acircular way
S.S.C. 9@ TR IevsN (10+2) W udiem, 2015
W b)

@ifhd q@d (Idioms/P hrases) &1 d@d g~ 'In a
straight way; in a straight line; by the most direct
route; theallusion in this expression is obviously to
the abilities of crows to fly directly from A to B,
without the encumbrances of roads and landscape
features that restrict man; if a distance between two
places is measured as the crow flies, it is measured as
a straight line between the t wo places.

22. Shepaid aflying visit to Mumbai © see herailing
father.
(a) averyshortvisit (b) asurprise visit

(c) avery longvisit  (d) went by aeroplane

S.S.C. Igh gTRR v (10+2) WRII e, 2015
TTX ()
Y@ifhd g (Idioms/P hrases) &1 @y - 'a very
short visit'; ahurried or fleeting visit; an exceptionally
briefvisit; a hectic visit; TM ' TH AR SRT; F9 T
31 el
23. Asacred cow.

(a) aperson never to be criticised

(b) asaintly person
(c) avery religious person
(d) a helpful person
S.S.C. g gRR IFUS (10+2) W g, 2015
SR @)

Ngiidhd areaier (Idioms/P hrases) $1 99 2 'a person
never to be criticized; a custom, system, etc. that has
existed for a long time and that many peop le should
not be questioned or criticized;' I ‘FRYT &I HFI
uofT, AfRh a1 ATl

24. He hasmade a dog's breakfast of these accounts.
(a) Atotal mess
(b) A breakfist for the dogs
(¢) An accurate summary
(d) A breakfist being served by the dogs
S.S.C. Igh TR JFvS (10+2) W 9, 2015
TR ()

YEihd a@rd (Idioms/P hrases) &7 Al - 'a total
mess; a poor job; something or someone that looks
extremely untidy or something that is very badly done;
a confised mess or mixture; a mess or mudde; A
SR 3R] SR BRI |

25. Theshopping mall is abeehiveof activity.

(a) abusy place (b) a secure place

(c) asweet place (d) acostly place
S.S.C.C.P.O. 9d&, 2015

TN @)

@i Tt (Idioms/P hrases) &1 TIGd - 'a busy
place; aroom full ofworking people; "hive ofactivity"
means 'a location where things are very busy,' ™
"R T AT WA

26. Whenit come to dancing he is all-thu mbs.

(a) clumsy (b) an expert

(c) a trainer (d) lazy

S.S.C. Ugw FRd WA (Tier-T) udier, 2015

SR @)
@ifhd araamer (Idioms/P hrases) 1 I9 B 'clumsy;
awkward; not dextrous, cardess; unable to hold things
steadily in on€'s hand. 'All fingers and thumbs' is how

we might describe ourselves during atemporary loss
ofmanual dexterity,' T ‘' <ARAR, wreT, 9&'|

27. He's as daftas abrush. Don't believe a word of

what he says.
(a) very funny (b) reallysilly
(c) aliar (d) unreliable

S.S.C. ¥gh FRG W (Tier-) wdem, 2015
SR b)

IGiHd q@dre (Idioms/P hrases) &1 Ay B- 'really
silly; very foolish; behave in a very silly way; to be

very silly; As the source ofexpression isn't obvious.

28. I shall always remember my alma mater with

gratitude.

(a) mother'sloving care

(b) institution whereI got education

(c) teacher who inspired me

(d) kindergarten days

S.S.C. Ugw FRd WA (Tier-T) Tdiet, 2015

S (b)
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i aTaaRT (Idioms/P hrases) 1 dl@de- 'institution
where I got education; the school, college or
university where you studied;' T ‘HIg TAT; STal
e 7% & T Rl

29. Heand his neighbour are always atloggerheads.
(a) aloof from each other
(b) disagreeing on everything
(c) abusing each other
(d) agree on everything
S.S.C. Ugw FRd WA (Tier-T) udier, 2015
ST b)

iRt gEaRT (Idioms/Phrases) &1 4 & 'disagreeing
on everything; to quarrel; to disagree; in or into a
state of quarrelsome disagreement; in strong
disagreement; engaged in dispute or confrontation;

¥giidhd areater (Idioms/P hrases) &1 TIAY g 'someone
who gives advice based on theory not practice; it is
easy to be an arm- chair critic, but no one ever takes
action to help and solve the problem; an amm -chair

critic is one whose views are based on theorizing

rather th an first-hand experience;' IR v ARp R
Tele Jgi<d erdl & 7 & Tl

33. Shyam Prasad was achip of theold blodk.

(a) a common boy o fthe locality

(b) a being of the old generation
(c) someone similar in character to one's father
(d) an experienced old man
S.S.C. Ugw FRG WA (Tier-1T) Tdiam, 2015
SR (0)

AW 'THGIN F UG, IRTRH|

30. Yourreport of the matteris all moonshine.
(a) familiar (b) acceptable
(c) concocted (d) excellent
S.S.C. ¥geh ¥Rd R (Tier-1T) usien, 2014
SR (0)

Yfhd arRel (Idioms/Phrases) $T T - 'concocted'
(FEq); talks without reality; total lies; an untrue
statement; far from reality; nonsense; humbug' e

TG

31. Theprincipal of thisschool is ahard nut to aadk.
(b) difficult
(c) careless (d) kind
S.S.C. ¥geh ¥Rd R (Tier-11) Tsien, 2014
ST b)

(a) generous

giihd aredter (Idioms/P hrases) &7 a@d 2~ difficult,
a person not easily persuaded or won over, a thing
not easily understood, I ‘SasFeRT TRRT,
STRFGN] &kh, SAFTHR! T, Tl WAl, AR &
ChlcEi

32. My fatheris undoubtedly an arm-chair critic.

(a) someone who gives advice based on experience

(b) someone who never gives advice

(c) someone who gives advice based on practice
not theory

(d) someone who gives advice based on theory
not practice

S.S.C. Wgeh FRG WA (Tier-11) adier, 2015

Gidd arErel (Idioms/P hrases) &1 TG B- 'someone
similar in character to one's father; if someone is a

chip ofthe old block, they are very similarin character

to one of their parents or to another older member of
their family; a child possessing the characteristics of
its father; a person (usually a male) who behaves in
the same way as his father or resembles his father;
someone who is very similar in character to their father
or mother; a person or thing that derives from the

source or parentage;' I ‘T ATHI & FG T |

34. Headvised her to give a wide berth to malicious

people.

(a) give alarger bed to

(b) pay moreattention to

(c) share her seat with

(d) to stay away from

S.S.C. U™ RS WA (Tier-1T) wdiem, 2015

IR d)

¥iidhd arediel (Idioms/P hrases) &1 Ay g 'to stay
away from; to give a ship room to swing at anchor; to
avoid a person; to keep a reasonable distance from
someoneor something; to steer clear; to avoid aperson
or place; keep away ffom somebody; a goodly
distance; steer a ship well clear of something while
passing it; stay away ffom someone or something; to
shun; remain discreetly away from;' T ‘g3 ST,
TOIRSETS AT, T g3 Il

Siad(i)
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35. Your remarks during the discussion added fuel to
the fire.
(a) got others angry
(b) ignited the fireplace
(c) worsened matters
(d) created warmth all around
S.S.C. 9gw S wRA (Tier-11) wdiem, 2011, 2013
S.S.C. 9gm 6 WRIA (Tier-T) usien, 2014
S.S.C. 3iIE Fe ¥ (T-I) 30 &R, 2016 (1-urdh)
TR (©)

N@iihd a@rd (Idioms/P hrases) &1 Acqdl fddeq (c)
'worsened matters', to make a situation wors e than it

alrealy is; worsened thedifficult situation; make things

worse 3 %\*I

36. Winning the competition was quite a feather in

mycap.

(a) rewarding (b) anexciting moment
(c) an achievement (d) ajoy for my parents
S.S.C. ¥ga e WRIA (Tier-11) Tdam, 2013

FTR (©)

Y@ifhd g (Idioms/P hrases) &1 A fAded (c)
‘an achievement' ; an honour I ‘AR H Tl
U 3 Bl

37. Myfather's dealings are open and aboveboard.
(a) to everyone's liking
(b) mandatory
(c) without any secret
(d) very clear
S.S.C. Wgw RS WA (Tier-11) wiar, 2013
TN (©)

Yiihd a@rd (Idioms/P hrases) @1 drcqdl fageq (c)

'without any secret', openly, without trickery. The man

who cheats at cards keeps his hand under the table or
board. T ‘SHFERI ¥’ ¥ B

38. Some shots were fired atrandom.

(a) without any aim
(b) foralongtime
(c) to end quarrel
(d) thoroughly
S.S.C. Jgw FRG WA (Tier-11) wiam, 2013
SR @)

Y@iida area®l (Idioms/P hrases) &1 drcddl fagey (a)
'without any aim' a1 ‘{471 gd A 1 fffre &4 5,
J B, IR ¥ R

39. Theroad rollerproved to be a white elephant for
Mr Raman.

(a) an exotic beast of burden

(b) an albino pachydem
(c) a burdensome possession
(d) a symbol ofroyalty
S.S.C. RArmR (I='/’ wd ‘<’), udier, 2014
S.S.C. ¥gE TR Iavs (10+2) W i, 2011
TR (0)

¥giihd aredier (Idioms/P hrases) T a9y fddad (c) 'a
burdensom e possession'; 'a thing that is useless and
no longer needed, although it may have cost a lot of
money', costly and troublesome poseession useless
to its owner. 3 gl

Origin —

From the story thatin Siam (now Thailand) the king
would give awhite elephantas apresent to somebody
that he did not like. That person would have to spend

all their mon ey on looking affer the rare animal.

40. The students were all ears, when the speaker
started talking ab out the changesin the exam.
(b) silent
(c) restless (d) attentive
S.S.C. IgH TR JFvS (10+2) W g, 2014
IR d)

(a) smiling

N@ifhd aE@d (Idioms/P hrases) &1 dad fddeq (d)
'attentive'; 'to be waiting with interest to hear what

somebody has to say, ¥ &l

41. A wild goose chase.
(a) a desperate effort (b) a useless effort
(c) a good efort (d) a baseless effort
S.S.C. b TR Wos (10+2) W uia] 2014, 2015
S.S.C. ¥ FIae Wi (Tier-I) udien, 2015
SR (b)

Wi T (Idioms/P hrases) &1 TR B 'a useless
effort; useless search, unprofitable adventure a

foolis h and fruitless search' A ' T FRIATYY T4 Fehat
ERIN
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42. Thedepartmental storeis open around the clock.
(a) at diferent timings
(b) early morning
(c) day and night
(d) throughout the afemoon
S.S.C. 9Fh gRR IBvs (10+2) WRIF e, 2014
TR (©)

YEifbd g (Idioms/P hrases) &1 A fadeq (c)

'day and night'; all day and all night without stopping'
3 2l

43.

His recent statement is an about turn.
(a) a good announcement
(b) a declaration ofwar
(c) complete change of opinion
(d) a bold statement
S.S.C. 9Fh AR IBvs (10+2) WRIF e, 2014
TR (©)

i a@rd (Idioms/P hrases) &1 Arcqdl fdded (c)
'complete change ofopinion'; 'a complete change of
opinion, plan or behaviour; M ‘I3 §GFT; Telc!
ECIEI I

44. A close shave.
(a) A namow escape fiom danger
(b) Stubble
(c) Very short hair
(d) Hairless skin
S.S.C. Fh gRR JBUST (10+2) Wi gder, 2014
S.S.C. TSR TR, 2010, 2011

TTN @)

46. John is highly qualified for the job but his
indecisivenesswill be his Achilles' heel.
(a) Downfall (b) Vulnerable point
(c) Main setback (d) Strength
S.S.C. ¥ga ¥ Wi (Tier-I) Tdiem, 2013, 2014
SR b)

b aid (Idioms/Phrases) &1 arad fadad (b)
'Vulnerable point'; the only vulnerable (F9R) part.
WhenThetis dippedhersonin theriver Styx tomake
him invulnerable, she held him by the heel, and the
partcovered by herhand was the only part not washed
by the water; a weak point or fault in somebody's
character, which can be attacked by other people;

A ‘@ & IRT o1 98 IR f4g a3

@ifhd arFamen (Idioms/P hrases) &1 I9d faded (a) 'a
narrow es cape from danger'; a situation in which you

only just manage to avoid an accident' T ‘TR I

qrokde s’ ¥ 2

45. The Cauvery water issueled to apple of discord
between the two Governments?
(a) cause of anger (b) cause of hatred
(c) cause of quamel  (d) cause of animosity

S.S.C. 9gh FRe WRE (Tier-T) usien, 2013
TN (©)

@ifhd T (Idioms/Phrases) &1 di@d 'Cause of

quarrel', 'something which causes strife' 31 gl

HIGT 3oT o B’ 3 2l

47. Aman of straw.
(a) A man of no substance
(b) A very active person
(c) Aworthy fellow
(d) An unreasonable person
S.S.C. Igh Fe WA (Tier-11) 9diem, 2013
TR (@)

¥giihd aredier (Idioms/P hrases) &1 AaY faded (a) A

man of no substance; a person used as a cover for

some questionable activity; an efigy in the shape of
amanto frightenbirds away from seeds; the figure of
a man formed of an old suit ofclothes stufied with
straw; hence, the mere resemblance ofa man; one of
no substance or means; an imaginary person; is a
mere puppet (H3Ydell) or a man of no substantial
means; a creature evolved from the fancy, and wholly
unlike the real person, an unreal person, a dummy

I 2l

48. Ashotin thedark
(a) Be very violent

(b) An attempt to guess something
(¢) To love to go out on adventures
(d) Be able to work very quickly
S.S.C. g TR Aavsd (10+2) Wi udien, 2012
SR b)

qEy H Ugdd Idioms/phrase &1 3®] ¥ 'an attempt to
guess something'; a very general attempt; a wild
guess or an attempt to guess something when you
haveno information or knowledge sout it. (38R H AR
ST

S.S.C.
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49. Atthe deventh hour.
(a)At 11 0'clock (b) At an early stage
(c) At a late stage (d) At the beginning
S.S.C. ¥/ geR IS (10+2) wda e 2011, 2012
S.S.C. (STe1 gl JuRex) gder, 2008
S.S.C. Igh e W g (Tier-11) 9diem, 2011

TTX (©)

qmag # Ugad Idioms/phrase &1 TRUY B 'at a late stage;

when almost too late; just in time and no more to
obtain an advantage; at the latest available time; at the
very last moment, at the last moment. (31fA# &7o7 Hf1R)

50. Asmall fry.
(a) unimportant (b) weak
(o) little (d) important
S.S.C. g FRS WK (Tier-I) adten, 2012
T (a)

Idioms/phrase Small fry &1 d1&@Y & term for children or
insignificant person; People thought to be

unimportant. (HE<IgH; Je& )

51. A Herculean task.
(a) A task which requires enormous courage.
(b) A task which requires great effort.
(c¢) A task which requires little effort.
(d) A task which requires a lot ofpatience.
S.S.C. AR (IS /W' wd S’) whew, 2012
S.S.C. F.C.I. <k, 2012

$R b)

Ciczi Ugdd Idioms/phrase &1 WA ¥ A Herculean
task is a work requiring very great efort for its

accomplishment, a work which only a Hercules could
perform; a difficult thing, (3T Hio-T 1)

52. As abusinessman, my father always maintained
that his transactions constituted an open book.
(a) an account book always open
(b) a book of open confssions
(c) an opening for new ventures
(d) straightforward and honest dealings
S.S.C. Igeh TR JpvST (10+2) W 9er, 2011
SR d)

53. Atone's beck and all.
(a) To attend a call

(b) To be helped by someone

(¢) To be useful to someone
(d) To be dominated by someone
S.S.C. UFh AR JBUsI (10+2) R uen, 2011
S.S.C. Sedion Off. T<eT, 2006
STX @)

39 Idiom/Phrase & dIGY & to be dominated by

someone or someone's absolute control; at his dis-

posal.

54. We consider the 14" of February a red letterday.
(a) aday to write with red pens
(b) aday markedin red
(c) adayto write letters
(d) animportant day
S.S.C. F.C.1. a3k, 2012
S.S.C. ¥geh ¥d R (Tier-1T) wien, 2014
S.S.C. WFh FRR JHosY (10+2) wem aEr 2010, 2011
S.S.C. Tax Asst. 9E, 2007
IR d)

¥@ifda arearer (Idioms/Phrases) 1 a1 3- 'an
important day; a memorably important day; a very
happy or excited day; aspecial, happy, and important
day that you will always remember; an important or
joyful occation in one's life' AT 'TH AR &I

55. Theteacdher's announcementtoconducta snap test
came as aboltfrom the blue to many students.
(a) Imaginary (b) Unexpected
(c) Forbidden (d) Heavenly
S.S.C. C.P.O. u<iat, 2011
S.S.C. F% WX (Tier-I) e, 2011

SR (b)

g # N@ifdd 3T (Idiom/Phrase) ¥ TG 'Unex-
pected; an unexpected event' RIT ‘ARG’ I Bl

56. The possession of Jerusalem is a bone of
contention between Israel and Palestine.

(b) a subject of trade

(d) a subject ofexport

S.S.C. C.P.O. kT, 2010
S.S.C. EC.I. 9<%, 2012

(a) a subject of peace
(c) a subject of dispute

AR (¢)

An open book T TN U IR ¢ forw four o
a1 o0, 2HER We AW T g S 7l

Idiom/Phrase &1 3R] 'a subject ofdispute, a matter of
dispute' 3RI faarg &1 fawa’ grl

S.S.C.
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57. Alittlegush of gratitude.
(a) Gradual recovery
(b) Friendly £eling
(c) Excessive labour

(d) Excessive enthusiasm
S.S.C. F.C.1 <k, 2012
SR (b)

61. WhenlI entered the house evarything was at six es
and sevens.
(a) aquarrel among six or seven people
(b)to havesix orseven visitors at a time.
(¢) in disorder or confusion.

(d) an unpleasant argument.

S.S.C. RAIHY gian, 2011

g9 Idiom/Phrase &1 a9 'Friendly foeling' 3R

TP UBR B Hawdl B T I WGRU W B

58. adamp squib.
(a) rainy weather
(b) a disappointing result
(c) askirt in alaundry
(d) none of the above
S.S.C. Fe W 9iem, 2011
SR b)

&7 Y Idiom/phrase &1 A 'a disappointing result'
I gl 39S I B 'an event which people think will be
exciting but whichis disappointing when it happens.

59. Athis witsend, he turned tohis old trade.
(a) Afer careful thinking
(b) Not knowing what to do
(c) Overjoyed
(d) Confidently
S.S.C. Ugw FRG WA (Tier-T) udiern, 2015
S.S.C. Sedion off. T<eT, 2006
SR (b)

YEiihd arEmel (Idioms/Phrases) &1 el &~ 'Not
knowing whatto do; so worried, confised, or annoyed
that you do not know what to do next; in a state of]

utter perplexity; wholly puzzled how to act; to be

puzzed' I ‘fHeiatas |

IR (€)

Idiom/Phrase 3T 3”f 'in disorder or confusion' 2 'ill-
aranged' IM ‘AR - 8FI1 BT B

62. This placeaffords a bird’s eyeview of the green

valley below.

(a) a general view (b) anarrow view

(¢) an overview (d) anugly view

S.S.C. #eY <Rd Tiem, 2011
S.S.C.C.P.O. Td&, 2015

TR (@)

39 Idiom/Phrase &7 dI<a3 g a view seen ffom above
as by a bird flying; a view taken in at a glance; hence
a general view, not minute or detailed, a general view

from above (Ex. we had a bird's eye view ofthe town

from the college tower)

63. A closefisted man does not know the significance
of human life,
(a) apoor man (b) amiser
(c) arich man (d) anill-mannered man
S.S.C. ¥geh FRG WA (Tier-I) Tdem, 2015
S.S.C. Ugh gRR v (10+2) wHF wden, 2014
SR b)

Eifhd araamer (Idioms/P hrases) &1 a9 & 'a miser;
unwilling to spend money; mean or stingy man;' JI=

"o IRE|

60. Tagorewas a man oflettars.

(a) ofwide contacts

(b) an excellent letter dictator

(c) a great writer of letters

(d)proficient in literary art.
S.S.C. ¥gH gAY JFvsY (10+2) Wi wden, 2010
SuRd)

Idiom/Phrase &1 3®f 'Proficient in literary art' 3®ITd ‘a
literary man; an author’ 3RIT ARTIS BN 31 fagargol
J9d’ . g

B

1. Bladkox
(a) Nervous (b) Impossible
(c) Misfortune (d) Ugly
$S.C. sitemga C.P.0.S.1. 5 s, 2017 (11-93)
SR ()

Idioms/Phrases 'Black ox' & &3 g- Misfortune;
bad luck; symbolic of calamity; ™ *3TH&T, g9

S.S.C.

(590)
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2. Brokea lance with
(a) To appear suddenly
(b) To argue against
(c) Toburst out
(d) To break promise
SS.C. 3ifemsd C.P.0.S.L. 5 9[eTs, 2017 (11-98)
SR b)

Idioms/Phrases 'Broke a lance with' o a3 - To
argue against; to engage in an honourable fight; to
engage in a competiti on, battle, or confrontation,

usually with someone.

3. Broke Reed
(a) Stiftness (b) To break trust
(c) Support that failed (d) To break peace
$S.C. 3ifFarsd C.P.O.SI. 5 Jarg, 2017 (11-93)
TR (©)

Idioms/Phrases 'Broke reed' & a3 &~ Support that
failed; a weak or unreliable support; aperson or thing

too frail or weak to be relied on for support; a weak;

unreliabl e or inefectual person; JM ‘AR <h |

4. Badkoutof
(a) Decimate (b) Record
(c) Withdraw (d) Pertain
S$S.C. 3ifFargd C.PO.S.I. 3 Jaws, 2017 (11-943)

TR (€)

Idioms/Phrases 'Back out of & dl&?] g- Withdraw;
withdraw ffom a commitment; to decide not to do
something that you had said you would do; to
withdraw from (an enterprise); to refuse to keep (a

promise); AM ‘A &R IFI, T ST

5. Broke Priscian's head
(a) Touse bad grammar
(b) To quarrel
(c) Tohurt with grief
(d) To putan end to
S$S.C. 3ifargd C.PO.S.I. 1 Jas, 2017 (11943
SR (a)

Idioms/Phrases 'Broke Priscian's head' a7 di&?] g- To
use bad grammar; use bad grammar; to violate rules of

grammar

6. Bolt fromtheblue
(a) A source ofquarrel (b) Narrow escape
(c) Asudden calamity (d) To take revenge
SS.C. 3iferga C.PO.S.I. 2 s, 2017 (19
SR (¢)

Idioms/Phrases 'Bolt from the blue' &1 T&ET 2 A
sudden calamity; something unexpected or surprising;
a sudden surprise; a complete surprise, like a bolt of

lightning from a clearblue sky; an unwelcome event;

W ' MPRAS TS|

7. Ballis in your court

(a) Make theright decision

(b) The judgement in is your favour

(c) You should catch the ball

(d) It is upto you to decide something
SS.C. 3iersT TR @8 & 76 Sr) 14 RRR 2017 (119
SR d)

Idioms/Phrases 'Ball is in your court' &I IrEY - Itis
upto you to decide something; to be someone else's
move, play or turn; you are obliged to make the next
move; it is your responsibility now; JM ‘Y& 3MTH
RICK RS

8. Backto squareone

(a) to go back to the beginning

(b) going forward

(¢) you areholding a grudge

(d) to go back to a square
$S.C. 3iers wwER @8 ‘& w6 Sr) 14 R 2017 (1198
SER (a)

Idioms/Phrases 'Back to square one' & ar&d g~ to go
back to the beginning; go back to the starting point;
to start again; begin again; makea fresh start; back to
where one started, with no progress having been
made, I ‘STET & &1

9. Burst your bubble

(a) to blow away the balloons

(b) to ruin someone's happiness

(c) to give up

(d) to talk with someone
$S.C. 3iers wwER @8 ‘A w6 Sr) 14 R 2017 (119
SR b)

S.S.C.

(591)
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Idioms/Phrases 'Burst your bubble' T I 3- To
ruin someone's happiness; to disprove; ruin or
eliminate someone's fantasy, delusion, misbelief or
recent happiness; shatter someone's illusions about

something or destroy their sense of well-being.

10. Bestthing since sliced bread

(a) happy when someone leaves

(b) a good invention

(c) a good food

(d) none of the above
S$S.C. AT wumR (8 8 W Sr) 14 fKRR 2017 (19d)
SR b)

Idioms/Phrases 'Best thing since sliced bread' & T3
2 A good invention; a notable new idea, person, or
thing; to be an excellent person or thing; a person or
thing that is superlative; a paragon, I™ 'U& Far
JasaR |

11. Bein force
(a) To enjoy a short period of fame or power
(b) In great strength or numbers
(c) A hatefil act done in a haste
(d) Be the current winner
S.S.C. 3Fetgt CHSL (T-I)6 9, 2018 (1-76)
WX b)

Idioms/P hrases 'Be in force' & acdd 2- In great
strength or numbers; in large numbers; in a large
group; at full strength, as ofan army; when peopledo

something in rce, they do it in large numbers.

12. Bein twominds
(a) Behave smart at sometime and stup id at other
(b) Unable to decide
(c) Having a split personality disorder
(d) Tryingto do two things at the sametime
S.S.C. 3BT CHSL (T1)8 5ird, 2018 (I-uk)
SR b)

Idioms/Phrases 'Be in two minds' T ar&@d g- Unable
to decide; be unable to decide between alternatives;
to experi ence indecision and/or conflicting emotions;
ifyou are in two minds, you are uncertain about what
to do; especially when you have to choose between

two courses ofaction; be undecided, be uncertain; be
unsure, be hesitant, vacillate, waver, I ‘ST H2MT'|

13. By fits and starts
(a) Occasionally
(c) Finally (d) Trregularly
SS.C. 3FcTs FIe W (FI) 5 3FRd, 2017 (I1-93d)
ST d)

(b) Totally

Idioms/Phrases 'By fits and starts' &7 Ay - Ir-
regularly; with iregularbursts ofactivity; to do some-
thing in "fits and starts" is to do intermittently or
sporadically; if something happens in "fits and

starts" it often stops and then starts again; I
‘HE-FN: IFRPT ®T A; < A ShaY;
SIERIGRINGEM

14. Ballis in yourcourt

(a) Put the blame on the other person

(b) Request someone to return your decision or
step

(c) Itis upto youto makethe next decision or step

(d) Totell someone politely about his/her mistake
SS.C. 3FeTs w8 W (1) 20 3P, 2017 (11-9d)
FTY (¢)

Idioms/Phrases 'Ball is in your court' &l T B It
isupto you to make the next decision orstep; to be
someone else's move, play or turn; used for telling
someone that it is theirresponsibility to take action
ormake a decision; it is up to you to make the next
move; you are obliged to make the next move; it is
your responsibility now; it's up to you, I ‘3§ 3@
JMqE lel (court) H 7'l

15. Best of bothworlds

(a) Two best t eams compete with each other

(b) A situation wherein som eonehas the privilege
ofenjoying two different opp ortunities

(c) Gods who rule heaven and earth

(d) A person who is respected even by his enemies

SS.C. 3iFdsT FIB W (FI) 20 3FR, 2017 (11-9d)
TR b)

Idioms/Phrases 'Best ofboth worlds' & IId &~ A
situation wherein someone has the privilege ofen-
joying two diferent opportunities; all the advan-
tage of t wo different situations and none of the dis-
advantages; the most ideal or desirable attributes of
two difierent things, situations, or circumstances;
to get the best oftwo situations; a win-win situa-

tion; I ‘ST el W gl

S.S.C.
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16. Beyond the pale.
(a) Unreasonable or unacceptable
(b) Beyond redemption
(c) Full ofrhetoric
(d) Distasteful
S.S.C. InagT 6 ¥R (1) 6 RcE=, 2016 (I-rd)
TUX ()

2T 1T Idioms/Phrases 'B eyondthe pale' @1 ATy -
'unreasonable or unacceptable; running contrary to
universally accepted standards or norms; b eyond the
limits of propriety, courtesy, protection; safety;
outlawed; not acceptable t o most people; outside the
bounds of acceptable behaviour' TM ‘M gROT H

MR b G G N SRR

17. Barkis worse than his bite.
(a) Threat is worse than the action taken
(b) Temper cannot be controlled
(c) Ferocious scolding hurt more than his action
(d) Anger is always justified
S.S.C. InagT 6 <R (1) 2 ReE=, 2016 (I-d)
SR (@)

3T "W Idioms/Phrases 'Bark is worse than his bite' &1
dred @- 'Threat is worse than the action taken;
someone is not as unpleasant or mean as they seem
and their actions are not as bad as their threats; J™
TR AT R TE; E ARh TR B, WRAD
Tal'l
18. Buttin.

(a) Record (b) Impose

(c) Improvise (d) Interrupt

S.S.C. InagT 6 ¥RA (1) 4 RcE=, 2016 (I-=d)

SR (d)
f&U W Idioms/Phrases 'Butt in' $1 @I 2 'Interrupt;

intrude; to interrupt a conversati on rudely' 3RIT ‘ {6

I T BN P B H I[N, SIS AT IR SIorT;
URSEIN

19. Beggar description.
(a) Cannot be described
(b) Something described by a beggar
(c) A poor account of something
(d) A description ofa beggar
S.S.C. AT 6 *RA (T-I) 29 3FRd, 2016 (1-rd)
TTx (@)

&7 7 Idioms/Phrases 'Beggar description’ &1 TRT
2- 'Cannot be described; to defy description; to be
unable to be described; highly indescribable' 3RI
AU, JUERI BT, a9 TR g

20. Badblood.
(a) Shooting (b) Anaemia
(c) Enmity (d) Mourning
S.S.C. JAaET M6 ®RA (T-I) 2 Rdax, 2016 (1101
S.S.C. Wgh AR JBusY (10+2) WA ger, 2012
S.S.C. AR i, 2011
SR ()

f&U g Idioms/Phrases 'Bad blood' #Ta@I & 'Enmity;
unpleasant feeling or animosity between people;
feeling of hate between people because of arguments
in the past; active enmity; unfriendly or hostile
relations ; hostility; animosity; feeling of hatred' 1™
'gH[@, SR, FOT $ W&, A, TH

21. Beataround thebush.
(a) Walk around the forest
(b) Clean the bushy areas
(c) Avoiding the main topic
(d) Play around the forest
S.S.C. IAFET T6 ¥RA (1) 28 3FR<, 2016 (1)
SR (0)

IUIH T & ARAT S|

22. Backto squareone.
(a) To beable to count

(b) To complete a game
(c) To start again
(d) To replay a game of chess
S.S.C. WgE TR Iavs (10+2) W uiem, 2015
TR (0)

Gidd arearet (Idioms/P hrases) &1 di9d 8- 'To start
again, returning to the beginning usually as a result
offailure; initial stage or step; 'Back to square one' or

'back at square one' derives from football radio

commentators in the 1930s.

23. I hope you will backme atthemeeting.
(a) Pollow

(c) criticise

(b) support

(d) speak after I do
S.S.C. ¥geh FRG W (Tier-) Tdem, 2015

IR b)

i araaTeT (Idioms/P hrases) &1 I g 'support’
P TR’ @1 R Sfaa B

S.S.C.
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24. His observations were beside the mark.
(a) irrel evant (b) criticized
(c) valid (d) excellent
S.S.C. ¥geh ¥Rd WA (Tier-11) usien, 2014
ST (@)

Ygfd areieT (Idioms/P hrases) T T3 2- 'irrelevant;
inappropriate; out ofplace; not to the point; beside
the point; if something is beside the point, it is not
relevant to the matter bein g discussed or considered;'

28. Myeffors at pestcontrol wentin vain, I have togo
backto the drawing board.
(a) planit all overagain

(b) take professional help
(c) spend some time researching abroad
(d) work at night
S.S.C. IgH ¥ W (Tier-I), asien, 2014
SR @)

T UNRITS; IRF|

25. Russel Peters really brought the h ouse down with
his spectacular p erformanceat the Club yesterday.
(a) passed a bill unanimously
(b) pulled down a building
(c) defimed a family
(d) amused the audience greatly
S.S.C. Wgeh FRG WA (Tier-11) aier, 2015
S @)

YEiihd a@rd (Idioms/P hrases) &1 dIcddl fadeq (a)
'plan it all over again', 'to start thinking about a new

way of doing something affer a previous plan or idea
has filed' ¥ 2l

@i g (Idioms/P hrases) 1 19y & 'amused
the audience greatly; to call forth enthusiastic
applause; ifsomeone or something brings t he house
down during a play or show, they make the people
watching it laugh or clap very loudly; make an
audience cheer loudly and excitedly; something that
brings the house down is acclaimed and praised
vigorously; (for a performance or a performer) to excite
the audience into making a great clamor ofapproval;'

29. Youfind a black sheep in every community.
(a) one who does not co-operate
(b) person with bad reputation
(¢) one who lives thelife ofshame
(d) one who is always doing wrong
S.S.C. ¥gh TR JBus (10+2) wHF wdem, 2014
SR b)

YEiihd areer (Idioms/P hrases) W A faged (b)
'person with bad reputation'; aperson who is difierent
from the rest of their family or another group, and
who is considered bad or embarrassing: the black

sheep of the family; IM 'l A Foid' ¥ Bl

AW 2D BT FANSH AT

26. He broke off in the middle of the story.
(a) fainted
(b) suddenly stopped
(c) divided his narrative
(d) took time off
S.S.C. IgH S WRE (Tier-1I) 9diam, 2013
WX b)

30. You have been tryingtosolve this puzdefor a long
time, be careful so that you avoid barking up the
wrong tree.

(a) trying to find something at a wrong place
(b) keep working constantly
(c) climbing the wrong tree
(d) trying to solve problems
S.S.C. ¥gH Fad W (Tier-) wdan, 2014

Yfthd ar@® (Idioms/Phrases) &1 @y fawea (b)

'suddenly stopped' IM ' TFIUG P& T 9% o' 9 B

27. Ican finish the work by myself, butshe always
tries to be a backseatdriver.
(a) person who misjudge others
(b) person who wants to do things by herself
(c) person who falsely accuses others
(d) person who gives unwanted advice
S.S.C. ¥ga e WRIA (Tier-11) Tdam, 2013
SR d)

V@b g (Idioms/P hrases) &1 arddl fd@eq (d)

'person who gi ves unwanted advice' ¥ Bl

SR (@)

IGiHd a@are (Idioms/P hrases) &1 Ay faged (a)

'trying to find something at a wrong place'; to have

the wrongidea about how to get or achieve something.

I 2

31. Thenewly elected Chief Minister has promised to
bring about changesin the state.
(a) make (b) carry
(c) cause to happen  (d) produce
S.S.C. IgF Fad WM (Tier-) wian, 2014
S.S.C. RARIHR wiet, 2011

TR (©)

S.S.C.
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b a@re (Idioms/Phrases) &1 drad faded (c)
'cause to happen' 3Rfd ‘FB Bfed ' A Bl The

meaning of 'bring about' is 'to cause to happen. It is

the causative of'come about'. T he same meaning is
expressed by the phrase, 'bring to pass', which is the
causative of 'come to pass'. The phrase 'to bring

about' offen implies skilfiul planning and arranging.

32. He was the prospective champion, but in the

competition he was beaten hollow.

(a) beaten dishonestly

(b) beaten, but retained the glory

(c) beaten by a slender margin

(d) beaten comprehensively

S.S.C. A& SRS (MLT.S.) adiem, 2014

SR d)

9 H ggFd dibd 3 (Idiom/Phrase) 31 dad
fadeq (d) boasting; (TF-TATEN; SR, IRA) to praise
his own abilities and achievements ¥ 2|

36. Inthelast few years, Indiahas advanced by leaps
and bounds in Ind ustrial sector.
(a) very pathetically (b) very slowly
(c) very rapidly (d) very competently
S.S.C. \icd! SRk (MLT.S.) uslen, 2013
S.S.C. Sedion off. Tk, 2006
S.S.C. ¥gad gAY AFvsH (10+2) W adlem, 2011
FR (¢)

Yiiba a1 (Idioms/P hrases) @1 acqd faged (c)
very rapidly; very quickly; in large amounts; rapidly
LR

b a@ie (Idioms/Phrases) 3T IRII 2 'beaten
comprehensively'; to vanquish completely 3ffd

QU RIS R

33. Don'tmix with thebad hats.
(a) people with bad hats
(b) people of bad character
(c) peopleselling bad hats
(d) people ofpoor status
S.S.C. Ug® Fe WRIA (Tier-1T) Tdam, 2013
W b)

37. Themusic group broke up unceremoniously.
(a) disbanded itself
(b) went bankrupt
(c) brokeeach other's instruments
(d) disturbed the neighbourhood
S.S.C. #Y <R iem, 2013
TR (a)

I H UPF I@iidbd 3R (Idiom/Phrase) 31 A
fa®eu (a) disbanded itself ¥ ®1 disbanded a7 I B,
== el

Vi g (Idioms/P hrases) &1 arddl fd@ed (b)

people ofbad character, a person of disreputable

38. I told thestudents to buckledown this semester.
(a) Takeit easy (b) Drop a subject
(c) Work seriously (d) Go for a vacation
S.S.C. WG TR AHvSI (10+2) W u1em,2012
S (0)

character, a good for nothing fellow ' §¥aR=, Ig=ra

2l A 2

34. Hebrokedown when heheard the news of hisson's

death.

(a) resigned his job (b) ceased to smile

(c) stopped working  (d) wept bitterly

S.S.C. WY FRG WA (Tier-11) ater, 2013

S @)
gifda q@d (Idioms/P hrases) &1 A fd@eq (d)
wept bitterly; to lose control over one's feelings and

to start to cry ‘AR e @I 9o I TS ¥ 2

35. Heisknown for blowing hisown trumpet.
(b) shouting
(c) clamouring (d) boasting
S.S.C. W e W< (Tier-T) udter, 2013
SR @)

(a) clattering

e ¥ Ugdd Phrase 1 a@d B 'work seriously; put
on; bend one's energies to work; is to apply oneself
diligently to a work or business.

39. Raviwantsto blaz a trail in his activities.
(a) Be supported
(b) Be the centre of attraction
(c) Initiate work and be a pioneer
(d) Blow the trumpet
S.S.C. C.P.O. u<iat, 2012
ST (0)

e # Ugdd Idioms/phrase &1 A Bto initiate work
and be a pioneer ; make a ait or mark on tree to show a
path through a forest; mark a path by doing this; to do
something that no one has done bebre, especially
something which will be important for other people.

(3BT, STR)

S.S.C.
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40. Shetook a wrong decision by not marrying this

gentleman. She doesn't know that beauty is only

skin deep.

(a) Physical chamm is important

(b) Internal beauty is not important
(c) Physical touch is not important
(d) Physical beauty is not important

S.S.C. C.P.O. gder, 2012

IR d)

e EHT Y TEH Proverb (HEAd) 7 oRIaT
TGy g Physical beautyis not important. It means that
beauty is a thing which can be easily destroyed, and

should not, therebre, be valued too highly. (d&d
YRl ARG JEvdl I e I Fegwd Ul §)

41. He burnt his fingers by interfering in his

neighbour's affair.

(a) Got himselfinto trouble

(b) Burnt himself

(¢) Got rebuked

(d) Got himselfinsulted

S.S.C. F.C.1. <k, 2012
S.S.C. Ogh FRe WA 9@ (Tier-1T) wdan, 2011
$TX (a)

qre ﬁﬂg?rﬂ Idioms/phrase @1 A2 ¥ 'got himselfinto
trouble; or to sufer loss or hurt by meddling with
something out ofone's own sphere, as by investing in
some plausible financial speculation or taking part in
others quarrel; to get oneselfinto unexpected trouble.
(Wit g 9 AEeR B IR 9 M SoIfag
3 2 )

43. Thehost teamborethe palmin the league matches.
(a) played quite well
(b) was victorious
(c) was detated
(d) played a very boring match
S.S.C. Og®h FRe WA (Tier-I) Tian, 2012
SR b)

Idioms/phrase Bore the palm &1 &Y g 'victorious' 'to
be pre-eminent'. T he leaves ofthe palm tree wereused

as symbols of victory. A palm leaf or branch was
carried bebre a conqueror (fForeT; fas)

44. Bypuftting two and two together.

(a) Tomix several things

(b) To makean arithmetical calculation

(c) Tokeep peoplein pairs

(d) To deduce from given facts
S.S.C. IFh TR IBvs (10+2) W uden, 2011
SR d)

f&U 7 Idiom/Phrase &1 a3 'to deduce from given
facts' (RAT F MR TR IRRARAT FT MBI AT
3RfTd 'to reason logically; to draw a logical conclu-
sion' I B

45. Birds of the same feather.
(a) Persons of same caste

(b) Persons of same colour

(c) Birds with same type offeather

(d) Persons of same character
S.S.C. IFh TR I@vs (10+2) W uden, 2011
STY ()

42. Some people have the habit of workingby fits and
starts.
(a) very seriously (b) excitedly
(c) consistently (d)irregularly
S.S.C. W gAR AFos (10+2) WA uhen, 2012
S.S.C. wicdl SRk (MLT.S.) uslen, 2011, 2013
S.S.C. C.P.O. u<H, 2010
SR d)

e & N@ifdd 3T (Idioms/Phrases) &1 Ic9Y fddHeq
(d)"Trregularly' 1 1 It means fequently starting and
stopping again; not continuously 3RIT T T S
% BN &, 87U & 9 § IR B gw 81 oI &l

& 1 a9 & Fg[d (Proverb) ¥ s arad g-
It is a phrase applied to persons likely to act in the
same way. 'of a feather’ means ofone feather, ie, of

the same plumage. (FR-AR ARR )

46. He has a bone topick with his cousin.
(a) reasonable agreement
(b) cause of quarrel
(c) cause of doubt
(d) difference of opinion
S.S.C. Tax Asst. U<ET, 2007

TR (b)

Tgh Pk Ud HEEN W dRGY 'cause of quarrel’

3RIK 'to have some cause of quarrel or complaint

against his cousin' ¥ gl

S.S.C.
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47. Theteacherannoun ced that she had no blue-eyed
boys in class.
(a) royal children (b) young boys
(d) favourites

S.S.C. Tax Asst. 93T, 2007

(c) foreigners

IR ()

39 Idioms/Phrase $T I 2~ favourites 3RI (T;
S

48. He was confident that all his present sufferings
will soon blowover.

(a) increase
(c) belooked into

(b) pass off

(d) be taken care of
S.S.C. Tax Asst. USET, 2007
TUR b)
ARH/FEEN 'blow over &1 ATT B 'to pass off
PRI e, TR

1. Crywdf
(a) To condemn
(b) To praise aloud
(c) Toraise a false alarm
(d) Clamour
$S.C. sifFarga C.P.0.S.1. 5 Jaus, 2017 (1143
SR (¢)

Idioms/Phrases 'Cry wolf &1 T/ g~ To raise a filse
alarm, call for help when it is not needed, with the
efiect that one is not believed when one really does
need help, to give a false alarm; AF 'SR TR

AT

2. Cryin thewildemess
(a) Rebuke
(b) Confused and lost
(c) Aggravate the situation
(d) Unpopular opinion
$S.C. 3ifFarsa C.PO.S.I. 2 s, 2017 (1-943)
R d)

Idioms/Phrases 'Cry in the wildemess' &I T T
Unpopular opinion; futile efort; I ‘UWEEH i,
T B IETS (FaEREN H)'|

3. Crying for the moon

(a) Without any aim

(b) Really and truly

(¢c) Towant the impossible

(d) Delaying doing the work
$S.C. 3is wiumx @8 A T ‘Sr) 13 fRR 2017 (1-9d)
¥ (©)

Idioms/Phrases 'Crying for the moon' & &Y &~ To
want the impossible; ask for what is unattainable; to

desirethe unattainable; want the impossible, a™ * JIR

DI MHRT VT

4. Come to grief

(a) Seemed ecager to continue

(b) To experience something unpleasant

(¢) Inspite ofall difficulties

(d) Making one stubborn
$S.C. 3iers wwER @8 A T Ir) 13 &R 2017 (19
SR (b)

Idioms/ Phrases 'Come to grief & acqd 3- To
experience something unpleasant; to il or otherwise
suffera problem, meet with disaster or failure; have
an accident; if something comes to grief it fails. If]
someone comes to grief they fail in something they
are doing, and may be hurt; to be unsuccessfil; to

suffer disappointment, mis fortune, or other troubles

fail, I JoT SRIGA BT, SSRT BM

5. Catchreal-handed

(a) Apprehend someone in the course of wrong-
doing

(b) Successfully accomplish a difficult physical
task

(c) Catch someone with colour on his hands

(d) Be warned ofi mminent danger
S.S.C. 3FegT CHSL (T-I) 11 9rd, 2018 (1-7h)

TR (@)

Idioms/Phrases 'Catch red-handed' <1 <IRUd =-
'Apprehend someone in the course of wrongdoing;

to be caught in the act of misdemeanour; M '3

eIl Tde|

S.S.C.
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6. Cheekby jowl.
(a) Very close together
(b) Arguing
(c) Teasing one another
(d) Avoiding one another
S.S.C. JAaET M6 ®RA () 6 Rdax, 2016 (11-0d)
SR @)

T "W Idioms/Phrases 'Cat-nap' & I 2- 'Short
sleep; a very brief but restful period ofsleep; a short
petiod of sleep' 3RI "SIl

f&T Y Idioms/P hrases 'Cheek by jowl' I A@d B-
"Very close together; in vary close physical proximity;
crowded together; in very close or intimate
association; next to; near to and not far away; in close

intimacy; side by side; a1 get e &2, FHewer gFTl

10. Carryout.
(a) to takein (b) complete something
(d) bring

S.S.C. BReTd (G.D.) T¥ET, 2015

(c) continue

TR (b)

7. Cutasorry figure.
(a) Did not stand straight
(b) Apologised for his remarks
(c) Created a wrong impression
(d) Made a poor impression
S.S.C. IAaET 96 ®RA (T1) 2 R, 2016 (19d)
SR

¥giihd areater (Idioms/P hrases) &1 T1d g 'complete
something; put something into action; to accomplish
something; to do something; perform a task; to put
into operation; execute; AT *f&AT T P Tﬁ?ﬁq Kl
BT TAT BT

&7 710 Idioms/Phrases 'Cut a sorry figure' T AT 2-
'Made a poor impression; to be ashamed' 3RI g

M1, g1 B Bl

8. Caughtreal-handed.
(a) Caught by mistake
(b) Caught with a red handkerchief
(¢) Found wounded
(d) Discovered in the act ofdoing
S.S.C. IAFET FT6 ¥RA (T-I) 27 3FR, 2016 (111
SR @)

&7 MY Idioms/Phrases 'Caught red-handed' &7 qad
- 'Discovered in the act ofdoing; a person has been
discovered in or just afer the act ofdoing something
wrong or illegal; to do something dishonest; to be
caught doing something wrong; apprehend someone
in the course ofwrong doing' T ‘31 ERY UGST STFT;

ORI 3T gY TdS |

9. Catnap.
(a) Rest (b) Fitful sleep
(c) Long sleep (d) Short sleep
S.S.C. AT 6 *RA (T-I) 27 3FRd, 2016 (I-rd)
SR d)

11. Tripti gave herreportquoting chapter and verse.
(a) referred to religious books
(b) spoke like a preacher
(c) taught like a teacher
(d) provided minute details
S.S.C. ¥gh FRE WRIA (Tier-11) T, 2015
SR d)

Eihd e (Idioms/P hrases) &1 A 2 'provided
minute details; to give exact information about
something, especially something in a book; to give
exactparticulars ofits source; very specifically detailed,
in reference to sources of information; full, detailed
information on a subject or issue; when you know
something very well, and can quote it, you know it

chapter and verse; verbatim; word for word details;'
T qoT faqvor <1, Cqerded deH|

12. Theyoung people in thehall gave aloud cheerto

the older p eople who were cutting therug.

(a) wearing trendy clothes

(b) dancing vigorously

(c) cutting the carpets

(d) sittingcalmly

S.S.C. AR uier, 2014

SW (b)

YEiihd a@e (Idioms/P hrases) &1 Aqdl faged (b)
'dancing vigorously'; 'to dance, especially in a
vigorous m anner and in one o fthe dancestyles ofthe
first half of the twentieth century; 31 gl

S.S.C.
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13. Heis cod about working at night.
(a) ready to work
(b) not ready to work
(c) excited about working
(d) grudgingly working
S.S.C. 9gwh AR IJBvs (10+2) WRIF udier, 2014
TUx ()

YEiihd a@id (Idioms/P hrases) &1 Acqdl fddeq (a)
'ready to work' M I8 IM 7 BRI FI1 & U T TRE
I R B

14. Through thereporter's efforts, many unknown

factshave come tolight.
(a) ignited (b) flared up
(c) brightened (d) been revealed
S.S.C. 9gh gRR IJBvs (10+2) R ue, 2014
AR d)

Yiihd aid (Idioms/P hrases) &1 aradl faded (d)
'been revealed'; become known to people' A ST

U & TR ey fafed g1, e § a1, 3 Bl

15. The Principal called the latecomers to her room

and delivered a curtain lecture on the sub ject of
latehours.
(a) dramatic lecture
(b) brief lecture
(c) cautionary talk givenin private
(d) talk behind the curtain
S.S.C. 9gw ¥ WA (Tier-T) usien, 2014
TN (©)

Yiihd a@rd (Idioms/P hrases) &1 Arcqdl fadeq (c)

'cautionary talk given in private'; private admonitions

(TqET, IFT, SiE-HhedR) given by a wife to her
husband' ¥ ®l

16. raining catsand dogs.
(a) heavily (b) drzzling
(c) scatteredly (d) thinly
S.S.C. A SRS (MLT.S.) aem, 2014

TTN (a)

N@ifed araarT (Idioms/Phrases) &1 A3 - 'heavily'
M 'to rain heavily' 31efd *sifigite 1 qHemaR aiRke
BT

17. He chickened out when he confronted opp osition.
(a) ate chicken (b) released chicken
(c) hatched eggs (d) withdrew
S.S.C. ¥gw FRe WRIA (Tier-11) Tian, 2013
IR @)
YGiihd a@d (Idioms/P hrases) &1 Aqd faged (d)
withdrew; to decide something not to do something

because you are afaid 'SIFR FB 9 I 1 7
oF ¥ Rl

18. The police cordoned off the area after theexplosion.
(a) The police did not allow anyone to leave the
area
(b) Thepolicefilled the whole area
(c) The police isolated the area
(d) The police checked everyone in the arca
S.S.C. ¥gh TR JBus (10+2) W aden, 2013
TR (©)

Eibd aEd (Idioms/P hrases) &1 addl faged (c)

The police isolated the area; ring ofpolice; (acting as

guards); to stop people from getting into an area by
surroundin g it with police, soldiers, ' f&4dT wIF &1 81
I ¥ R

19. He had to cool his heels before he could get an

appointment with the doctor.

(a) to exercise influence

(b) to lose one's temper

(c) to bekept waiting

(d) to make publicly known

S.S.C. ¥geh ¥ WA (Tier-I) wdem, 2013

TR (¢)

Cool one’ heels means towait or to be kept waiting.

20. He cut the Gordian knot by practicing what he
preached.
(a) lessened the difficulty
(b) let the difficulty remain as it was
(¢) removed the difficulty
(d) add to the difficulty
S.S.C. ¥geh ¥ W (Tier-I) wdem, 2013

S.S.C. C.P.O. e, 2015
FR (¢)

S.S.C.
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I H ggFd I@ibd 3 (Idiom/Phrase) &1 dqd
3% () removed the difficulty; to solve a problem
by taking action, topeform a difficult task. 3 g (Ori-
gin-King Gordius, andent King ofPhrygia, tied a very
complicated knot and said that whoever undid it
would become the ruler of Asia. Alexanderthe Great
cut through the knot with his sword.)

21. With mylimited means, to thinkof buying ahouse

in Mumbai is crying for the moon.

(a) Wishing for something impossible
(b) Crying in vain
(c) Wishful thinking
(d) Living in a fool's paradise
S.S.C. F.C.1. 9<%, 2012
SR (a)

e | Ugdd Idioms/phrase &1 aRf R 'wishing for
something impossible; to ask for something which is
impossible to have; to demand an impossible thing.

(BT 3nine a1 3RI9a &1 3BT H-)

22. Hewill certainly cometo grief if he d oes not leave
hispresent friends.
(a) suffer (b) enjoy
(c¢) addicted (d) go upto the extreme
S.S.C. ¥gd FRs WA (Tier-1T) aien, 2012
T (a)

qeg | Ugdd Idioms/phrase &1 97 2 'to suffer; end in
failure; have an accident; fall down; crash. (JHIH
Q¥ST)

23. Cold comfort.
(a) Absurdity

(c) Slight satisfaction (d) Foolish proposal
S.S.C. ¥ W (Tier-I) e, 2011

(b) Deception

TR (©)

T 7T 'Idiom/Phrase' FT a9 'Slight satisfaction’
gl

24. Thepolice closed the bookon the murder case.

(a) solved the case of
(b) stopped working on
(c) handed the case over to another agency
(d) refused to take up
S.S.C. #& efReT giet, 2011
S b)

&7 7w Idiom/Phrase 3T A 'Stopped working on'
; todeclare that amatterconceming someone or some-
thing is finished' 3 gl

25. Hisarguments cutno ice with me.
(a) had no influence on me
(b) did not hurt me
(c) did not benefit me
(d) did not make me proud

S.S.C. 7Y <iReT Tlem, 2011

TR (a)

39 Idiom/Phrase &1 K9 'to make no efect or im-

pression ¥ Bl

26. The carrot and stidk policy pays dividends in evey

organisation.

(a) fairand foul

(b) continuous vigilance

(c) democratic

(d) reward and punishment

S.S.C. Y RE uen, 2011

SR d)

&7 1Y Idiom/Phrase &1 IT 'reward and punish-
ment' ; This is about rewarding someone for doing
something good; or threatening to punish them if
they don't. The carrot represents the reward, and the
stick represents the threat. Here threat symbolises
punishment.

27. Thetwo famous writers crossed swords with each
other on every issue.
(a) fought physically
(b) crossed the road on meeting
(c) took different routes
(d) disagreed
S.S.C. (STl Tl Jmex) e, 2009

IR ()

Idiom/Phrase & qRIY ‘disagreed’ Il

28. His parents cut him off, without ashilling.
(a) disinherited him
(b) snubbed him
(c) gavehim only ashilling

(d) senthim away with ashilling
S.S.C.Tax Asst. T, 2009
ST @)

9 FTART F1 QY © AT 'disinherited him' * SRARIT
P T

S.S.C.
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29. Eventhough the new clerk was given a difficult

task, he remained cod as a cucumber.

(a) Not nervous or emotional
(b) Caught cold
(c) Was happy
(d) Was scared
S.S.C. AR aiet, 2010
SR (a)

'Cool asa cucumber &R F1 I ' AEATEHS T &
guifdd gQ f9e1 IS 91 Rg’ 2l gl

30. Syriais now currying favour with America.

(a) pleasing
(b) favouring
(c) obliging
(d) ingratiating itselfwith
S.S.C. Tax Asst. T<eT, 2008
IR d)

Idiom/phrase @ U 'ingratiating itselfwith' 31 gl
93T I T—"to use mean arts to obtains patronage.

31. Theman changed colours when I q uestioned him
on the allocation of funds.
(a) got numbed (b) turned happy
(c) got motivated (d) turned pale
S.S.C. el SiReT (MLT.S.) Tdier, 2013

IR )

N@ifed 31 (Idioms/Phrases) &1 Y 'turned pale

means to turn pale because of far' I gl

D

1. Drawa blank
(a) Paint something  (b) Find no favour
(c) Oblige someone  (d) Teach someone
S.S.C. IndET I *RA (TI) 7 Rce=, 2016 (111-wd)

f&u T Idioms/Phrases 'Draw a blank' &1 ey &
'Find no favour; to be unable to produce a required
piece of information; to fail to find something that
you are looking for; to fail in an attempt; be
unsuccessful; to get no response; to find nothing;

elicit no successful response; fail' M B ?Fﬂ;
TEHIE B

2. Dragone's feet.
(a) Makesomething more complicated
(b) Expdite
(c) Be reluctant to act
(d) Stop working
S.S.C. AT T6 ¥RA (1) 29 3FR<, 2016 (I-rd)
FTX (©)

2T U Idioms/Phrases 'Drag one's feet' @I ATy 2-
'‘Bereluctant to act; postpone doing what one should
be doing; act or work withintentional slowness; to do
something slowly because you do not want to do it'
RN ' STFggaR &1 3 91 G&I & =1 A <A
o1l

3.  Wemust draw the line somewhere.

(b) fixa limit

(d) turn the tables
S.S.C.C.P.O. 9, 2015

(a) put the screw on

(c) aim at the sky

¥Ehd aTRT (Idioms/Phrases) F1A@d - 'fix alimit;

to refise to move outside ofa certain limit ofconduct;

to impose an arbitrary restriction on one's behaviour
from fear ofgoing too far; to set alimit at something;
to reasonably object (to) or seta limit, A Fr gk
BT

4. Sunil's dog in amanger attitude did nothelp to
settle the matter.
(a) wam (b) selfish
(c) cold (d) selfless
S.S.C. Wgeh FRG WA (Tier-11) aier, 2015
IR b)

¥giihd arediel (Idioms/P hrases) &7 @y g 'selfish;
a selfish man, who refuses to allow his neighbour to
enjoy even what he himself has no use for; someone
who keeps something that they do not really want in
order to prevent anyone else from having it; Stop
being such a dog in the manger and let your sister
ride your bike ifyou are not using it; one who prevents
others ffom enjoying something despite having no
use for it; spitefil and mean-spirited. The infamous
'dog in a manger, who occupied the manger not
because he wanted to eat the hay (IRT, ©RI) there

but to prevent the other animals ffom doing so; ' ™

'F9q19 H LI
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5. Theproposals were hanging like Damodes Sword
over our heads.
(a) to immediately work very hard and successfully
at a new activity
(b) to become too excited and cager about
something
(c) an impending but uncertain danger
(d) something that you say in order to emphasize
that you agree with what someone has just said
S.S.C. 9gw ¥ W (Tier-T) usien, 2014
TX (¢)

N@iiha a@e (Idioms/Phrases) &1 drad fdded (c)
'an impending but uncertain danger' (Fge viosy
gicd 8 dTal WeRl; 3MN=); a bad or unpleasant
thing that might happento you at any time and that

makes you feel worried or frightened; 3RI ‘3T~
TRy REd @ ¥ =l

6. Thescientist worked for donkey's years toarrive
atthe formula.

(a) along time (b) ashort time
(c) for donkeys (d) for ow years
S.S.C. WY FG WRIA (Tier-11) adter, 2013
T (a)
@ifhd arFamen (Idioms/P hrases) &1 I9d 9% (a) a

long time, a very long time. 1923, from donkey's ears

which is rhyming slang for years. That is, donkey's
ears is thyming slang, replacing years with ears, while
donkey's years reverts back to years, with donkey
acting as emphasis. "Donkey's ears" implies "along
time" because donkey's ears are long, while donkey's
years is supported by the beliefthat donkeys live a
long time. It also means years and years ‘o T &t

gl 3§ gl
7. Heturned a deaf ear to his parents advice.
(a) Listen carefully (b) Refused to obey
(c) Big help (d) Attentively
S.S.C. g AR Jdvs (10+2) R u1en, 2012
S.S.C. C.P.O. u<iet, 2010
S.S.C. Section off. T<e, 2006

SR b)

qreg | Ugdd Idioms/phrase &1 T ¢ refused to obey
or refuse to listen, to pay no attention to one's advice

or request; paid no need; disregard; (& 5 &)

8. He did mea good turn by recommending for the

postof Prindpal.
(a) Returned my kindness
(b) Changed my future
(c) Did an act ofkindness
(d) Become suddenly good
S.S.C. g TR Jdvs (10+2) Wi udien, 2012
TR (¢)

97 H UYFd Idioms/phrase &1 T g 'an act of

kindness or a kind act. (Sargar faMT, ST =)

9. Having walked twenty miles, I am feeling quite
doneup.
(a) Energetic (b) Relaxed
(¢) Fresh (d) Exhausted
S.S.C. g TR Jdvs (10+2) WRI udien, 2012
TR d)

97 H UYF Idioms/phrase &1 3RI ¥ 'exhausted;
fatigued. (a1 g3M)

10. Many young artists were dropping names atthe

party to impress the gathering.

(a) talking proudly about their family members

(b) using pet names

(c) hinting at high connections

(d) talking informally

S.S.C. Tax Asst. T<ET, 2007

TR (©)
39 JEEN ¥ dY g- "to mention the names of

famous peopleyou know in order to impress others".

11. The Manager doctored the accounts of the
company.
(a) to make changes in account books
(b) to clear the doctors bill

(c) to verify the accounts in detail

(d) to manipulate the accounts
S.S.C. g gAY IS (10+2) Wi aden, 2010
S )

Idiom/Phrase &1 3R 'to manipulate the accounts'

AW T IgFad & fay gRadq’ g &l

S.S.C.
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12. The Kenyan teamproved to be thedarkhorsein the
ICCWorld Cup Cricket.
(a) a strong intruder
(b) a skilled team
(c) the most powerful
(d) an unexpected winner
S.S.C. W TR AFosT (10+2) W udien,2010
SR d)

Idiom/P hrase 1 3121 T 'an unexpected' winner'.

13. When she realised that she had bought a fake
product sheknew that hermoney had gone down
the drain.

(a) Was lost forever (b) Dropped in the drain

(c) Got washed away (d) Her money was saf

S.S.C. AR gdian, 2010
$TX (a)

Down the drain ‘jETEI’Q' B I 'IHR B ST 2T B

E

1. Everyinch a gentleman.

(a) Somewhat (b) Partly
(c) Entirely (d) Calculatively
S.S.C. BT 6 ¥R (1) 30 3FRd, 2016 (I-rd)
TR (0)

3T 7 Idioms/Phrases 'Every inch a gentleman' &
Ty B~ 'Entirely; completely; in every way' I1™

o

2. The projectto clean the River Ganga ended in

smoke.
(a) yielded no practical result
(b) yielded only confision
(c) yielded no profit
(d) yielded no plan
S.S.C. 9gw ¥ WA (Tier-T) udien, 2014
S.S.C. #e<t SfRa aiem, 2011
SR @)

Wi a@are (Idioms/P hrases) &1 Oy faged (a)

'vielded no practical result; to cometo no practical

result’ 31 Bl

3. Negative arguments generally end up in smoke
when team members sit together to discuss
importantstrategies.

(a) Create hard feelings
(b) Lead to bad habits
(¢) Spoil good understanding
(d) Become useless finally
S.S.C. g gAY IHvSY (10+2) W gden, 2011
SR d)

Nidhd Idiom/Phrase &1 @y 'Become useless fi-
nally' ™ To come to no practical result 31 3

4. TheMadagascar Coup attempt ended in a fiasco.
(a) had no effect
(b) was an utter failure
(¢) resultedin blood-shed
(d) was a disaster
S.S.C. Tax Asst. T<ET, 2008
IR b)

Idiom/Phrase T 32T 'was an utter filure Tl ST
Y efailure, breakdown.

K

1. Faint hearted
(a) Calm (b) Timid
(c) Lovable (d) Courageous
$S.C. sitamga C.P.O.SIL 3 Jais, 2017 (11-93)
SR (b)

Idioms/P hrases 'Faint hearted' T dr&d 2- Timid;
lacking courage or resoluti on; deficient in conviction
or courage; cowardly; timorous; farful; frightened;
if you describe someone or their behaviour as faint-
hearted, you mean that they are not very confident
and do not take strong action because they are afraid
of failing; IM 'SIUM; HRR |
2. Fitherlike a glove.

(a) Too large (b) Too shabby

(c) Too tight (d) Perfectly

S.S.C. IAFET T6 ¥RA (1) 27 3FR<, 2016 (I-Trd)

SR (d)

2T U Idioms/Phrases 'Fit her like a glove' @l ARTY
- 'Perfctly; to fit very well; to fit snugly; to beperfect
size and shape for someone' 3RITT ') ONE 3, AU-

eIl

S.S.C.
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3. Why doyou fightshy of me?
(a) fight with (b) avoid
(c) embarrass (d) shout at
S.S.C. 9gw RS W (Tier-11) wiam, 2013
S b)

Y@ifhd qEre (Idioms/P hrases) &1 @y fade (b)
'avoid', to avoid AN ‘& I &l If=gd aF1; ‘I
eI’ ¥ Bl

7. Mysinceare adviceto mymaidservant fdl on stony

ground.

(a) Was counter productive

(b) Had a strong impact

(¢) Made one stubborn

(d) Had little success

S.S.C. I W (Tier-I) T, 2012

T (a)

4. 'When he left he was extremely disa ppointed. I
think he's gone for good.
(a) to seek good fortune
(b) to a good place
(c) to a foreign country
(d) permanently
S.S.C. Fgh gRR IBUST (10+2) Wi gdem, 2014
S.S.C. 9gw ¥ WA (Tier-T) usien, 2013
SR d)

qeE q Ugdd  Idioms/phrase @l 3T ¥ 'counter
productive'; when a request or a piece ofadvice falls
on stony ground; it is ignored or unpopular

8. From thebottom of myheart.
(a) Totally (b) Wholly
(c¢) Sincerely (d) Lowest position
S.S.C. ¥geh TR Jdvs (10+2) wWRI udien, 2012
ST (0)

Vg aid (Idioms/P hrases) &1 ArcadT faded (d)
'Pemmanentl y'; altogether; completely; ™ ‘&N F

919 ¥ UZF Idioms/phrase &1 3®f B 'sincerely'. (T&RTs
3, WeelRYdP)

foo ¥ 2l

5. Themention of herformer husband's name still
males Rita foam at the mouth.
(a) vomit (b) shy
(c) fall sick (d) angry
S.S.C. ¥gad a6 W (Tier-) wdiem, 2014
S.S.C. 9gw a6 WA 3= (Tier-11) wdian, 2011
TR d)

9. For better or worse.
(a) In good times

(b)In bad times
(¢) Sometimes (d) Always
S.S.C. W TR AFvsT (10+2) W udien, 2012
SR @)

e § Ugdd Idioms/phrase & I § When a man
marries a woman, he takes her for better for worse, i.e.
he promises to maintain her as his wife whether their
means ofliving improve or get worse. (TR i1 91 (3BT

1 g=1) aRrM =)

Niiha g (Idioms/Phrases) 31 dray faded (d)
'angry' SRIT ‘&' A1 ‘P’ ¥ 2l (especially of an
animal) 'to have a mass of small bubbles in and
around its mouth, especially because it is sick or an-
gry; (ofa person) 'to be very angry', to get very an-
ary.

10. Agood sportsman cannotafford to have afitof the
blues before the game.
(a) steroids or drugs (b) depression
(c) stimulants (d) entertainment
S.S.C. Ogwh FRe WA (Tier-I) Tian, 2012
SR b)

6. Itis bad to try to fish in troubled waters.
(a) catch fish in disturbed waters.
(b) make a profit out ofa disturbance.

(c) go for fishing and cause trouble.
(d) fish in hot weather.
S.S.C. E.C.I u<kE, 2013
S (b)

ey H Ugdd Idioms/phrase &1 Y © 'depression';

melancholy' low-spirited. (ST, =)

IF H UPE Nidbd 3R (Idiom/Phrase) 1 ATy
fd%eu (b) make a profit out of a disturbance I 2|
Someone who fishes in troubled water tries to take

advantage of a shaky or unstable situation.

11. The carefully worled-out plan fdl through because

of an unex pected event.

(a) came out successfully

(b) had a steep fall

(c) was shattered

(d) failed

S.S.C.Tax Asst. a<iet, 2009

SIX )

39 @ &1 3R] & to miscarry; to fil; to come to
nothing. ' 3RI%e BFT|

S.S.C.
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12. Ravi foughttothe bitte end.
(a) fought to the last point ofenemy's position
(b) died fighting
(c) carried on a contest regardless of the

consequences
(d) fought a losing battle
S.S.C.Tax Asst. a<iet, 2009
SR

T § IWbd IR F1 add g~ 'fought a losing
battle' 3RITT 'U® ER U J& BT ol

13. You have been caughtcheating now you must face
the music.
(a) Face the unpleasant consequences
(b) Stand upto unpleasant consequences
(c) Be debarred
(d) Be insulted publicly
S.S.C. e W g, 2011
S.S.C. AR gdiem, 2010
S.S.C. F.C.1. a<ke, 2012
S.S.C. g AR JFvS (10+2) R wder, 2010
$TX (a)

Face the music ﬂ%ﬁﬁ @1 J  Face the unpleasant

consequences; to bear the consequences MM ' Ikl
F1 Tl I QAT a1 Il g

14. Atlast the rioters fell back.
(a) £ll on the ground
(b) yielded
(c) ran back
(d) turned back

S.S.C. Tax Asst. T<RT, 2008
SR d)

Idiom/phrase & 3¢ 'turned back' &1 to move back
from something. 3R W& g1’ B
15. When he asked me the way to the cafeteria, I1told
him to follow his n ose.

(a) to find it by himself
(b) to ask someone else

(c) to Bllow me
(d) to go straight ahead
S.S.C. Jgw e WA (Tier-11) wdiam, 2013
AR )
YEiihd g (Idioms/P hrases) &1 Aradl faded (d)

'to go straight ahead', the direction that one's nose is

pointing; go in a straight line' ¥ gl

G

1. Getaround
(a) Persuade (b) Reall
(c) Exdude (d) Avoid

$S.C. 3iferg C.PO.S.I. 1 Jas, 2017 (I1-9q)
SR (¥)

39 T 31 AU AT §Y HHART T AR (SSC) o
T FRT STR-TFE (Revised Answer Key) H 9
T B s TSR T T 91 g AR Tt e
I GAH 3F (Benefit to all) UeH &1 31 IS weare
$ 9 ¥ Idioms/Phrases 'Get around' 31 T 9 I
T SR TR AW TE T W ¢ P 'Get around
somebody' IBT ST ¥ T 311dT 'Get around something'
LS IR

1. Get around somebody' &1 & g Persuade, to
persuade somebody to agree orto do what you want,
usually by doing nice things for them:

Ex.

She knows how to get around (persuade) her dad.
(3R ‘a8 SIMdAT R T 31T fdT @1 %=1 7T (persuade)

?)

'Get around somebody' @1 AT B- ‘B ARD Bl
ol B & v = /prer oF |

2. 'Get around something' &1 II 2 'to deal with a
problem successfully; overcome:

Ex.

A clever lawyer might find a way of getting around

that clause.

(3R ABeIydd &1 a1/ 31 fue o (1 fem/
FIH BI) T STl

ST FERURT 'Get around' 1 d@Y 2- 'to move
from place to place or from person to person:

Ex.

She gets around with the help ofa stick.

News s oon got around that he had resigned.
FIad: S ARUGY RN 7 39 T e | I

faoca w1 =&l A B

2. Givesomebody aring
(a) Propose marriage
(b) InPrm about the death ofa loved one
(c) Call someone on the telephone
(d) Trap somebody in a difficult relationship
SS.C. Iz e W (RI)20 3R, 2017 (111981
SR (9

S.S.C.
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Idioms/Phrases 'Give somebody a ring' &1 Ay &~
Call someone on the telephone; a telephone call to
someone; to phone someone; to place a telephone
call to someone; ifyou give someone a ring, you
phone them; a™ I IRAT SR HRAT

3. Getthe message
(a) Understand what is implied by a remark or
action
(b) Communicate using a secret language
(c) Find it difficult to understand a different
language
(d) Firesomeone from a job
SS.C. 3FdsT ¥ WM (D) 21 3R, 2017 (I-9d)
$TX (a)

Idioms/Phrases 'Get the m essage' &1 @ g Un-
derstand what is implied by a remark or action; to
understand the real meaning of what someone is
trying to communicate; to understand or compre-
hend; especially to inferthe comrect meaning from
circumstances, hints; to understand what is meant.

4. Gofora song
(a) One's favourite music
(b) Happy go lucky attitude
(c) Sold cheaply
(d) Something whichis prohibitively expensive
SS.C. 3T FIH W (D) 22 3R, 2017 (119
TTX (©)

6. Galland wormwood.
(a) Aproblem (b) Hateful
(c) Useless (d) Hard to digest
S.S.C. JRaET 6 €A (1) 30 3FR, 2016 (1)
SW b)

fau W Idioms/Phrases 'Gall and wormwood' &7 T
T 'hateful; said of what is excessively bitter and
distasteful; bittemess of spirit; deep resentment' T

HUTIgThl

7. Tand my friend always go Dutch when we eat out.
(a) pay for each other's meal
(b) drive together
(¢) divide the costs
(d) go together
S.S.C. ¥geh FRG W (Tier-T) wdem, 2015
TR (0)

Gibd g (Idioms/P hrases) &1 Ty - 'divide
the costs; share expenses equally and split the cost
ofsomething; to agreeto share the cost ofsomething,

especially a meal;' IM ‘RN &I

Idioms/P hrases 'Go for a song' @l g g Sold
cheaply; to be sold for a low price; cheaply; very
cheaply, for little money; especially for less than
something is worth; (as ifthe singing ofa song were
payment); at avery low price; as a bargain; 3 DIt
$ Adl

5. Gatecrasher
(a) Invader (b) Thief
(c) Uninvited guest  (d) Children
S.S.C. IAFET ¥FT6 ¥RA (T-I) 27 3FR, 2016 (ITI-1d)

TR (©)

f&T W Idioms/Phrases 'Gatecrasher &T ol -
'Uninvitedguest; to go to aparty or other sodal event,
although you have not been invited; a person who
attends or enters a social finction without an
invitation; enter (a party or other gathering) without

an invitation or ticket' JF ‘&1 @R R 99 gey
gam ardr; fom T ¢ 64 uidl o weRE ¥, 9

g 9 9gd oIl

8. Thewinning team decided to goforthe jugularin
thelast quarter of the match.
(a) Give easy opportunities to the op posite team
(b) Give reserve players a chance
(c) Forfeit the match
(d) Attack all out
S.S.C. ¥geh FRG WA (Tier-T) Tem, 2015
IR d)

i a@ard (Idioms/P hrases) &1 i@y 3- ‘attack
all out; to attack a vital and vulnerable trait, feature,

element, etc., inanattempt to overcome somebody or
something swiffly and totally; to makea serious effort
to defat someone, usually by criticizing or harming
them in a cruel way; to be utterly ruthless with an
opponent or competition; ifyou go for the jugular,

you attack someone or where they are most
vulnerable;' AN ‘TSR fdg TR MHAT FRA'|

9. ThePreident gave away the prizs to the winn ers.
(a) let go (b) released
(c) gave back (d) distributed
S.S.C. Ugw FRG WA (Tier-1T) wdiem, 2014
S.S.C. F.C.1. a3k, 2012
IR d)

¥@ifed <maarer (Idioms/Phrases) @1 dcayd g-
'distributed'; to present something; to give something

as a gift,’ TM 'FB BART B

S.S.C.
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10. Indians are goingplaces in the field of software

technology.

(a) going abroad

(b) going to spaces

(c) talented and successful

(d) friendly and amicable

S.S.C. 9gw Fa6 WA (Tier-T), adter, 2014

TR (©)

Niihd a@id (Idioms/P hrases) &1 Acqdl fdded (c)
'talented and successful' ¥ 2l

14. We gotintohot water just because the accoun tant
divulged our secrets.
(a) fail in one's eforts
(b) land in trouble
(c) takethe help of
(d) cometo nothing
S.S.C. IgH Fa6 W (Tier-) wian, 2014
S.S.C. wiccl SifRaT (MLT.S.) uien, 2014
SR b)

11. Thoseintend ing to take up the mili tary service

must be prepared © go through thehoops.

(a) be madeto pay heavy amounts of money

(b) be punished severely

(c) be madeto undergo gruelling tests

(d) be madeto sign bonds

S.S.C. ¥gad % W (Tier-) wdiem, 2014

TR (©)

Y@iihd a@id (Idioms/P hrases) @1 Acqdl faded (c)
'be made to undergo gruelling (dgd FfSTAR &1 <A
qTell) tests'; to d o something difficult or complicated

in order to achieve som ething' I

12. He gave ventto his pleasurewith a smile.
(a) allowed (b) expressed
(c) enjoyed (d) shared
S.S.C. ¥gad a6 W (Tier-) wdiem, 2014
SR b)

Niiha a@e (Idioms/Phrases) 31 Ty fddad (b)
‘expressed' ¥ Bl ¥ 'vent' &1 d9d Noun F e H
‘forT’ B Bl Idiom & I ¥ sHT Y BT &
'to express a feeling, especially anger, strongly 3rRiTd
TR JANRE AT

13. He gives himself the airsof arich man.

(a) enjoys being
(b) tries to hide the fact that he is
(c) pretends to be
(d) boasts over the fact that he is
S.S.C. ¥gad a6 W (Tier-1) wdiem, 2014
TR (©)

Niiha aie (Idioms/Phrases) &1 Ay faded (c)

'pretends to be' ; to be conceited or amogant in

behaviour. 'airs' means a way ofbehaving that shows
that somebody thinks that they are more important

than they really are. 3RIT ¥ &’ 3 B

@ifhd qEad (Idioms/Phrases) 1 iy fA&wa (b)
'land in trouble'; to be in trouble or difficulties or to

have people angry with one; to be in trouble. 3RIT@
‘e § B A TS ¥ B

15. Lifeis anevent of give and take.
(a) adjustment (b) makebelieve
(c) always (d) giving
S.S.C. Igh FRE W (Tier-1I) adiem, 2013
TR (@)

YEiihd a@rd (Idioms/P hrases) @1 dIcddl fadeq (a)

adjustment; to be willing; in arelationship; to accept
what somebody else wants and to give up some of
what you want ‘¥, fIaRT 31fS @1 SmamHuer, Seel
H FHSIAl B9 P TR U 56T’ | B

16. All the neighbours gave her the cold shoulder
becausesheill-treated her daughterin-law.

(a) showed intentional unfriendliness to her
company.
(b) flt her shoul der was cold.
(c) showed dislike for her company.
(d) showed liking for her company.
S.S.C. ¥gh TR v (10+2) W udem, 2013
SR (@)
YEiihd a@rd (Idioms/P hrases) &1 drcddl fadeq (a)

showed intentional unfriendliness to her company;

to ignore someone in an unfriendly way "SI
o &1 9™ 9 < 9 T

17. Aftergetting a severescolding from his mother,
Raghu got down tobusin ess.
(a) became businesslike
(b) began to work seriously
(c) joined his father's business
(d) started a business
S.S.C. Igh TR JFvS (10+2) WK e, 2013
SW b)

S.S.C.
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@i g (Idioms/P hrases) &1 arddl fd@ed (b)
began to work seriously; to begin to do something; to
give serious attention to something, to begin to get
serious; to begin to negotiate or conduct business

" HR IR T A e S 4 B

18. Theyoungservantgoes about with the old maste:
(a) goes around
(b) tries to know more about
(c) adjusts well
(d) moves around
S.S.C. 9Fwh TR Iavs (10+2) WRIF udie, 2013
SR @)

YEifhd g (Idioms/P hrases) &1 A fAded (a)
goes around; to around in the company of someone
or something; is to move from place to place, also
means set to work at I 2

19. The mother was rightin giving a piece of hermind

tothe daughter:
(a) speaking cheerfilly
(b) speaking sadly
(c) speaking sharply
(d) speaking kindly
S.S.C. ¥xh TR WoS (10+2) W via] 2012, 2013
S.S.C. W ¥R WRIA (Tier-1I) uen, 2014
TN (©)

97 ¥ gad Idioms/phrase 31 3Rf ¥ 'picking up a
fight', noisy or violent quarrel; trouble. (37 (FRY®
9l WR))

22. To be successful intoday's world, we require the
giftof thegab.
(a) Ability to speak well
(b) Good interpersonal skills
(c) Divine help and guidance
(d) A fierce competitive spirit
S.S.C. Wgw TR JFUS (10+2) WA e, 2013
S.S.C. C.P.O. u<iet, 2011
S.S.C. AR gien, 2010
S.S.C. (Sfe1 vl JuRex) udien, 2008
TTX (a)

198§ ¥GifFd 3T (Idiom/Phrase) &1 T 'ability
to speak well; talent for speaking; ability to speak
frankly, impressively' 3R ‘3f¥afd & dod A

o 3 3

YEifed areaeT (Idioms/Phrases) &1y fadmed
(c) speaking sharply; to scold him, to find fault with
him, to speak or write unbraidingly to him; to
criticize someone wrongly; if you give someone a
pieceofyour mind, you criticize them strongly and

angrily; scold him; ¥

20. 1did notgive in to his request.

(a) approve (b) like
(c) pemit (d) yield
S.S.C. e R gdie, 2013
SR @)

give in 31 I R A o, Fob I R yield to
another's wish or opinion.

21. He has the habit of getting into a row over trivial
matters.

(a) getting a right path
(b) giving unwanted advice
(c) seeking the help
(d) picking up a fight
S.S.C. Wy ¥R WA (Tier-) wdian, 2012
SR d)

23. Unless you grease his palms he will not do your

work.
(a) talkto him (b) flatter him
(c) beat him (d) bribe him

S.S.C. ¥gw TR JFusY (10+2) TR uem, 2014
S.S.C. 9 SRS ulern, 2011
S.S.C. AR gden, 2010

JTR @)

faT U Idiom/Phrase @7 91T 'Bribe him' 31 'to give
money to someone in authority in order to persuade
them to do something r you, especially something
wrong; bribe' ¥l

24. My close friend got the sack from his first job
recently.
(a) resigned
(b) got rid of
(c) was demoted from
(d) was dismissed from
S.S.C. Section off. T3, 2006
S.S.C. IAFET T *RA (1) 10 e, 2016 (1-rd)
TR d)

Idiom/Phrase & 3121 'was dismissed from' 3 'to be
dismissed from employment; be dismissed' 3RIK

IR ¥ e I S g Bl

S.S.C.
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25. The green-eyed monster strikes a woman the
moment she sees her husband talking to another

pretty woman.
(a) Anger (b) Hatred
(¢) Envy (d) Jealousy
S.S.C. Sedion off. a<En, 2006
SR d)

3. Hopeagainst hope.
(a) Thinkwishfully from time to time
(b) Hoped with good reason
(c) Nurture an im possible hope
(d) Pretend to hope
S.S.C. AT FT6 ¥R (1) 29 3FR<, 2016 (I-rd)
TR (0)

Idiom/Phrase &1 3®f 'Jealousy' 3 'Envious' 3RITd

ERERERFURE R

H

1. Hitthenail on the head

(a) do or say something exactly right

(b) attack someone at the ri ght time

(c) create problems for others

(d) getinto conspiracy
S$S.C. s wumR (8 ‘8 T ‘Sr) 14 ’RR 2017 (19d)
JWR (a)

Idioms/Phrases 'Hit the nail on the head' T ared g-
Do or say something exactly right; to do exactly the
right thing; to do something in the most effective and
efiicient way; if you hit the nail on the head, you
describe a situation or problem exactly; state the truth

exactly; to be absolutely right; get to the predse point;

YW F=E gl o

2. Heariton thegrapevine

(a) to hear screams from somewhere

(b) to hear a secret from the third person

(c) to hear some rumours about something

(d) to hear the rustling ofa tree
SS.C. s wmER 08 9 T ‘Sr) 14 /AR 2017 (19d)
TR (©)

Idioms/Phrases 'Hear it on the grapevine' &I qIY &~
To hear some rumour about something; acquire
information by rumour or by unofficial communication;
anindication that a piece ofinformation was obtained
via an informal contact; hearing something through
informal channels or an unofficial source/contact, such

as family members or friends.

&7 1Y Idioms/Phrases 'Hope against hope' $T I
T 'nurture an impossible hope; to hope very strongly
that something will happen, although you know it is
not likely; to have hope even when the situation
appears to be hopeless; to continue to hope' 3R
e S|

4. Havea finger in everypie.

(a) to be quarrelsome (b) to be efficient
(c) to be greedy (d) to bemeddlesome
S.S.C. ¥gh TR J@vs (10+2) wHT e, 2015
SR )

YEiihd a@rd (Idioms/P hrases) @1 A9 - 'to be
meddlesome'; to be mixed up in any affiir; to be
involved in a lot of different activities and have
influence over them, especially when other people
think that this is annoying, I™ TG F¥el H §EM
EXslN

5. Therewasa definiteelement of fabrication in the
story, but hebelieved the account hook, lineand
sinker.

(a) completely (b) not wholly
(c) alittle bit (d) hardly
S.S.C. Igh TR JFvS (10+2) W 9, 2015
TTX ()

IGIf6a arend (Idioms/Phrases) F1 @ & 'completely;
without hesitation, totally; entirely' a1 ‘qoIaaT’|

6. Hetookaleap in thedark with his latestin vestment
in stocks.
(a) tooka risk

(b) was hesitant
(c) was confused (d) was cocksure
S.S.C. Wy e W< (Tier-T) ustern, 2013
T (a)

I H ggF Iibd 37 (Idiom/Phrase) 31 dad
fd%eu (a) took arisk; an action or arisk that you take
without knowing anything about the activity or what
the result will be 31 &l

S.S.C.
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7. Hisargument does not hold water:
(a) to have efect
(b) to influence
(c) to check the flow of water
(d) sound logical fact
S.S.C. IFh TRR IJBvs (10+2) WRIY i, 2014
SR @)

i aEre (Idioms/P hrases) &1 arad faged (d)
'sound logical fact'; to bea close inspection; (A phrase
generally used negatively); be sound when t ested; if
an argument, an excuse, a theory etc. does not hold

water, you cannot believeit'. I gl

11. Please hold vour tongue in this matter, otherwise

you will repent.
(a) Besilent (b) Give advice
(c) Defend (d) Argue
S.S.C. g TR Jdvs (10+2) WRI udien, 2012
SR (a)

e | Ugdd Idioms/phrase 1 39 ¥ be silent; not to
speak. (M g, U ¥g)

12. Adolescenceis aperiod of halcyon days.
(a) Hard days (b) Of mental pressure
(c) Happy days (d) Days of preparation
S.S.C. F% NN (Tier-I) Tdem, 2012

8.  We must husband our resources against hard

times.
(a) support (b) sing
(c) concede (d) save

S.S.C. 9gw ¥ W (Tier-T) usien, 2014
SR d)

IR (€)

&7 v 9198 # Idioms/phrase &1 IUY & 'happy days'
a period of happiness and prosperity; a period of

happy days. (U=l Td TRl &7 BT

Niiha a@e (Idioms/Phrases) 31 Ty fddad (d)
'save' RIT ‘Wi & Tog R <E; YRR <
31 Bl "It means to use something very carefully and

13. He hasall his ducksin arows; he is complacent.

(a) Has everything ready (b) Is well organised
(c) Always scores a zero (d) Never gets confised
S.S.C. I ¥ (Tier-I) T, 2012
SR ()

make sure that you do not waste it'.

UYF a@d H Idioms/phrase &1 32 ¥ 'well organised'.
(FaR; fo=1 3fRTE )

9. People are always critical. One needs to have a
thick skin to cope with cirticism.
(a) Be disinterested (b)Be bold
(c) Be unafiected (d)Be insensitive
S.S.C. W AR AFos< (10+2) WA uien, 2012
$R d)

14. Suman hedd courtwith the studioaudience.
(a) Tried to please to gain support
(b) Entertained with interesting funny stories
(c) Took to the court oflaw
(d) Had a formal discussion with
S.S.C. C.P.O. u<iat, 2012

qeg | Ugqd Idioms &1 TRIY B 'be insensitive or not

sensitive; not easily moved.

10. The great warrior Mahrana Pratap held 'the
enemy' atb ay, but hewasdefeated atlast.
(a) Prevented the enemy to attack his positions
(b) Made counter attacks again and again
(c) Prevented the enemy to come closer
(d) Made the enemy to run away

S.S.C. W AR Apos<Y (10+2) WA aten, 2012
TR (©)

IR (a)

9198 # UFF Idioms/phrase I I § 'tried to please
to gain support; to get alot ofattention from a group
ofpeople by talking in a manner that is entertaining,
especially on a social occasion; to attract people who
want your attention.

15. Indian policeis, on the whole, high handedin dealing
with citizens.
(a) kind (b) overbearing
(c) prompt (d) adept

S.S.C. ¥Fh TR I@vs (10+2) W uden, 2011

919 i TYFa Idioms/phrase FT TTY & 'prevented the

enemy to come closer; keep (attackers) off §¥ V&,
(SMHHUHINAT, FHAT M 1) U M | %1l

SN (b)

High handed ¥ 9@ Unreasonable behaviour (im-

periously; arrogantly) 31 gl

S.S.C.

(610)
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16. He has toomany irons in the fire.

(a) is engaged in too many enterprises at the same
time
(b) has several problems
(c) has many ideas in his head
(d) has a fire burning constantly in his house
S.S.C.Tax Asst. g<ian, 2009
TR (@)

ﬁfﬁﬁﬁ/ﬂgﬁ? T TGI8 'is engaged in too many
enterprises at the same time' I 'to have many projects
carryingon at the same time 3RIT ' U& &3 ISTBH
TR H AT

17. The prodigal son was left high and dryby his
friends, when helost all his money.
(a) wounded (b) alone
(c) depressed (d) neglected
S.S.C. Tax Asst. T<ET, 2008
SR @)

left high & dry @1 3R} ¥ to abandon somebody or
leave someone helpless.

18. She has abeein herbonnet and can say anything.
(a) is a crazy person (b)is a frank person

(c) is a foolish person (d)is a proud person
S.S.C. \iccl ST (MLT.S.) usler, 2013
T (a)

9§ UPF Qifda 37T (Idioms/Phrases) &1 A
%4 (a) is a crazy person; 'asingle ideaor athought
that remains in one's mind; an obsession' I 3R
'to think or to talk about something all thetime and to
think that it is very important' ™ &1 a1 &1 g7

2. In thenick of time

(a) In search ofsomething

(b) Just in time

(¢) In a hurry

(d) Afera long period oftime
S.SC. JFFIBT Ho<! SIRPT (MLT.S) 17 f¥wR, 2017 (1-w%h)
SR b)

Idioms/Phrases 'In the nick oftime' S1dE 2- Just in
time; at the last possible moment; at the right or vital
moment; at the precise moment; I ‘36 I N,
U A6 T)|

3. Itgoes without saying
(a) Tosilently bear the injustice

(b) Something which is implied to be obvious
(c) Thereis no point in doing something afier you
aretold to do it
(d) Break lon g relationship with someone
SS.C. 3Tz e W (RI) 19 3R, 2017 (111981
SR b)

Idioms/Phrases 'It goes without saying' &1 TR &~
Something which is implied to be obvious; to beso
obvious as to need no explanation; of course, natu-
rally; be obvious, I wse gl

4. 11l atease.
(a) Unwell (b) Imritated
(c) Uneasy (d) Confused
S.S.C. IAdET FTe *RA (T-I) 2 Rice=, 2016 (1I-d)
TR (©)

f&u 7T Idioms/Phrases'Il at ease' &1 AT - 'Uneasy;
anxious; worried and uncomfrtable' 3R O, TR,

TP AR gl
|

1. Inthe soup
(a) Avoiding responsibility
(b) Making progress
(c) In adifficult situation
(d) Giving a chance
S.SC. FFIBT Wecl SiReT (MIT.S) 17 ¥R, 2017 (1-w%h)
TN (©)

Idioms/Phrases 'In the soup' &I Y 2- Ina diflicult
situation; to be in anunpleasant situation; in trouble,

in abad situation; having difficulties, to havea lot of

problems; A ‘e 'l

ATl U4 |

5. Iwasin two minds whether to buy a newtdevision
ora newcomputer.
(a) to be undecided
(b) to lose one's mind
(c) to take two decisions
(d) to be firm
S.S.C. ¥geh TR JBus (10+2) wHF v, 2015
TN ()

¥@iihd a@rd (Idioms/P hrases) &1 dIdd - 'to be
undecided'; ifyou are in two minds about something,
you cannot decide what to do, or you can't decide
which option is the best; to not to be certain about
something, orto haw a diffculty in makinga decision;'

AM e $1 Refd; gfden $1 Ryl

S.S.C.

(611)
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6. He wanted this agreement in bladk and white.
(b) orally
(¢) in discourse (d) in detail
S.S.C. Wgeh FRG WA (Tier-11) adierm, 2014
TTX (@)

(a) in witing

Y aTaRT (Idioms/P hrases) $1 A3 g- 'in writing;
on paper and in writing; in print; officially;' Ji~ ‘foRad

11. Ask Mr. Das. He can give you all the news you

need: he is always in the swim.

(a) atthe swimming pool

(b) in search of news

(¢) well-informed and up-to-date

(d) giving news to others

S.S.C. ¥y ¥ WA (Tier-1) uiem, 2014

TR (©)

=Y H; Bl gol'l

7. I will bebackin two shakes.
(a) with a bang
(b) withtwo milkshakes
(c) very soon
(d) in two minutes
S.S.C. wArmR (/" wd ‘<’), udier, 2014
SR (0)

Eifhd aEd (Idioms/P hrases) &1 aeddl faged (c)
'well informed and up-to-date'; involved in things that
are happening in the society or in a particular
situation; in the current of events; acquainted with all
that is going on. ¥ gl

YEifhd qErd (Idioms/P hrases) &1 A fAde (c)
'very soon' 'very quickly, without delay' (3177 2er)
3 gl

8. Ourplan © gotoLondon is in the air.
(a) undecided (b) certain
(c) under consideration(d) for approval
S.S.C. 9gw 0 WA (Tier-I), adter, 2014
SR (@)

12. Thepersonality developmentclass started with an

ice breaking session.

(a) having breakfast

(b) starting conversation

(¢) introducing chief guest

(d) making speeches

S.S.C. Igh Fe WK (Tier-11) 7diem, 2013

SR b)

YEiihd a@id (Idioms/P hrases) &1 dcqdl fadeq (a)
'undecided' ¥ Rl

9. Theboy was in Dutch with hisfriends.
(a) inlove (b) in good temms
(c) in awe (d) in trouble

S.S.C. 9Fh gRR IJBvs (10+2) WRIF i, 2014
SR d)

YEiihd a@d (Idioms/P hrases) &1 Aqd faged (b)
Starting conversation; to commence speaking afer
an embarrassing silence; to begin to speak on a
delicate subject; breaking down a social stifiness to
makethings more comfrtable. This phrase sometimes
used when the cold social awkwardness is broken
between t wo people who are meeting for the first time

& A9 JE IR 914! URY eRAT 4 g

Gidd areren (Idioms/P hrases) &1 a9 faged (d)'in
trouble’; in disfavour, (AR H Te) ¥ Bl

13. Inanutshel.

(a) Writing (b) Brief
(c) Angrily (d) Casually
S.S.C. g AR Javs (10+2) WRI Ten, 2012,
2014, 2015
SR b)

10. Hard work pays in thelong run.
(a) always
(b) overa period oftime
(c) indefinitely
(d) never
S.S.C. Igwh e WA (Tier-T) udier, 2013
S.S.C. Sedion Off. UEM, 2006
SR b)

e ¥ Ugdd Idioms/phrase &1 AT B 'brief, in the
smallest possible space or in the fewest possible
words or simply and tersely; this is said of a thing
which is capable of, or presented in, briefexpression;
to state something very concisely. (3fd &g # &g)

14. He knows the ins and outs of the case.
(a) Entry and exit (b) Separate ways
(c) Route (d) Full cetails
S.S.C. U™ AR IFUS (10+2) wWRE gen, 2011

Yhd araier (Idioms/P hrases) &1 k9 'over a period
oftime; eventually; before all is over; ulti mately, T

3 H, SRR ¥ g

SN d)

T Idiom/Phrase &1 A< Full details A Full
detail s ofanything or its whole working ¥ &l

S.S.C.

(612)
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15. in old blood.
(a) angrily

(c) excitedly

(b) deliberately

(d) slowly
S.S.C. ¥ wRIg g, 2011
S (b)

&7 g Idiom/phrase &1 Y 'deliberately' (ST
%) ¥ 8l 3T ¥= B Coldly; dispassionately.
in cold blood= "He Killedherin coldblood".

16. If you are in the good books of the boss, you are

sureto rise quickly.
(a) Work well for the boss
(b) Praise the boss
(¢) In favour with the boss
(d) Co-operate with boss
S.S.C. Sedion off. Tk, 2006
TR (a)

Idiom/Phrase o7 3RF 'work well for the boss' a1 'a
favourite of 3RfT ‘FUIE’ BRI B

17. The reputed company is in the red due to the
reces sion.
(a) making money (b) losing money
(¢) in danger (d) spending money
S.S.C. Wgwh AR JBusI (10+2) R wden, 2010
ST b)
Idiom/phrase 'in the red' 1 3Rf 7 '31R®’ gfc &
ARG R’ 3RI 'losing money'.

18. They were of fered six months' rentin lieu of notice
tovacae the building.
(a) inspite of (b)in place of
(c) despite of (d)in addition to
S.S.C. ¥gF AR JFvSY (10+2) W wden, 2010
SR (b)

Idiom/Phrase 1 32 'in place of 3R ‘& WM WX’

2|
19. Theparents arein high spirits as their son has got

adecentjob.
(a) In good position (b) Drunk
(c) Cheerful (d) Shocked

S.S.C. AR gdian, 2010
TR (©)

In high spirits FeTR &1 3Rf ‘Cheerful® ' AT TH~Tll
31 ReIfy g 2l

K

1. Kickthe bucket

(a) Loose temper

(b) To delay a little longer

(c) Todie

(d) To meet with an accident

S$S.C. 3iFcsA ¥ W (FI) 9 3FR, 2017 (I I-9d)
TY (¢)

Idioms/Phrases 'Kick the bucket' &1 a@d &- Todie;
die; I™ ‘®R <, Rem 2

Note : The term 'kick the bucket' originated in the
16th century. The wooden frame used to hang ani-
mals by their feet for slau ghter was called a bucket.
As the animals struggled and spasmed, they were
said to "kick the bucket".

2. Keepatbay

(a) Keep your problems to yourselves

(b) To control something and prevent it from

causing you problems

(c) Not share a secret

(d) Maintain a long distance rel ationship

SS.C. 3FaTsA ¥Ie W (FI) 21 3P, 2017 (1-9d)
SR b)

Idioms/Phrases 'Keep at bay' &1 drcdd 8- 'To con-
trol something and prevent it ffom causing you prob-
lems; to keep something at a distance from oneself
especiall y which is harmful or unpleasant; prevent,
eithera person or an event, from advancing nearer;
ifyou keep something or someone at bay, or hold
them at bay, you prevent them from reaching, at-
tacking, or affecting you, A ‘g =gl

3. Even in themiddle of the fire he kept alevelhead.
(a) was selfcentred (b) was impulsive
(c) was sensible (d) was crazy

S.S.C. U™ FRd WA (Tier-T) udier, 2015
TR (©)

IGibd araam (Idioms/Phrases) &1 dIcd & 'was
sensible; calm and sensible; able to make good
decisions even in difficult situations; calm and able
to deal easily with difficult situations; to be discreet,

to havea well balanced mind.

S.S.C.

(613)
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4. The king of metals is bemming dearerby the day.
(b) gold
(c) diamonds (d) platinum
S.S.C. =R (I’ wd ‘), e, 2014
S b)

(a) iron

YEifhd qErd (Idioms/P hrases) 31 a0 f3Fe (b)
'gold' &l 'Gold' is called the king of metals Br it is

used for making coins, ornaments, jewellery etc.

97 H UPF Idioms/phrase 1 A@Y B 'to cause a
disturbance; to be violent in behavior.' (SUsd FTI)

9. You caneasily overcomethis situation if you keep

your head.
(a) keep faith in
(c) believein

(b) remain calm
(d) trust the others
S.S.C. #eY <TRd atem, 2011

TR (b)

5. TI'llbeabletodo my job very wdl when I knowthe
ropes.
(a) work in silence (b) learn the procedures
(c) gain confidence  (d) become bolder

S.S.C. 9gw ¥ WA (Tier-T) udien, 2014
SR b)

Vb g (Idioms/P hrases) &1 arddl fdded (b)

'leam the procedures'; know how to set about some

activity or business; to know how a particular job
should be done. ¥ 2l

6. Mis. Roy keeps an open house on Saturday evening
parties —you'll find all kinds of people there.
(a) keeps the gates open for a few persons
(b) welcomes dl members
(c) welcomes a select group ofpeople
(d) keeps the doors of the house open
S.S.C. IFh gRR IBvs (10+2) WRIF i, 2013
S b)

Y@ifhd qEre (Idioms/P hrases) &1 @y fade (b)

welcomes all members; is it be readyto entertain all

comers, to be atall times hospitably inclined 3

7. Just ke vour wigon Everything willbe alright.
(a) Hold on to your wig, so it won't fall off
(b) Get another hair cut
(c)Calm down
(d) Take off your wig
S.S.C. WG FRd WRIA (Tier-I) wdam, 2012
TR (©)

Idiom/Phrase o arcqy 3= “remain calm' 3 T
raer spf 3~ wid =y vl

L

1. Lookbefore you leap

(a) To takerisk

(b) To keep waiting

(c) To think before doing

(d) To exercise influence
$S.C. 3iers wuER @8 8 w6 Sr) 13 R 2017 (-9
SR (¢)

Idioms/Phrases 'Look befre you leap' &1 T1&@d g~ To
think before doing; think ofthe consequences before
you act, think carefully about the possible risks and
efects bebreyou decide t o do something; check that
you are clear what is ahead of you before making a
decision that you cannot go back on, A ‘$& PR

A qd 9ok fRaR &)

2. Laststraw

(a) Last problem in the series o fproblems

(b) Last attemptto do something

(c) Last chance to take decision

(d) Last chance
$S.C. 3¥Fers TwmER @8 ‘8 v ) 14 &R 2017 (11-93d)
SR (a)

e H Ugadd Idioms/phrase &1 TG g 'calm down'.
(q <)

8. Theofficer kicked up arow over theissue.
(a) avoided the issue (b) gave strict orders
(c)gaveakick inthe air (d)madea great fuss
S.S.C. W FR®S WRIA (Tier-1I) wden, 2012
SR d)

Idioms/Phrases 'Last Straw' o7 dr&? g- Last problem
in theseries ofproblems; the final imitation or problem
that stretches one's endurance or patience beyond
the limit, the final difficulty in a series; the final
additional small burden that makes the entirety ofone's
difficulties unbearable, A ‘i I d_Y’|

S.S.C.

(614)
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3. Leaveno stone unturned
(a) Search for the hidden treasure
(b) Do afutile task
(c) Be known for achieving a tremendous feat
(d) Tryevery possible course ofaction in order to
achieve something
SS.C. 3FeTs w8 W (FI) 20 3R, 2017 (1193

TR d)

Idioms/Phrases 'Leave no stone unturned' &1 edd

2 Try every possible course of action in order to
achieve something; make every possible efort; to
exhaust every possibility in attempting to achieve

one's goal; spare no efort; AT ‘& FHT WIS HT'|

4. Heis afineman, but © call him asaint is laying it
on thick.
(a) areality (b) an exaggeration

(d) adevelopment

S.S.C.C.P.O. T4, 2015

(c) acompulsion

BN (b)

Y@ifdd areater (Idioms/Phrases) &1 OIC 8- 'an
exaggeration; to exaggerate; to do anything
extravagantly, M ‘TGS ol A @1 gal;
FerRRAET vd %ol

5. Instead of keeping his promise of helping me with
office work, he just left mehigh and dry.

(a) lefi mealone to do the work

(b) lef me feeling like a fool

(c) lef me in a state ofanger

(d) left me without a drop of water
S.S.C. Ugw FRG R (Tier-T) alter, 2015
TTN @)

Y@ifbd @Y (Idioms/P hrases) &1 drcdd fadeq (a)
'promoted' A ‘TEFT ‘¥ Bl

7. The construction remains unfinis hed and the

workers have let the grass growunder theirfeet.

(a) grown grass all over the lawn
(b) gone on a luxury tour
(c) delayed doing the work
(d) demanded more benefits
S.S.C. Igh Fe WA (Tier-1) T<iean, 2013
TR (©)

¥@iihd a@nd (Idioms/P hrases) &1 drcqd fade (c)
delayed d oing the work; to be inactive; to be idle and

lazy; to not delay in getting things done ‘34T,
fRpE 4 2l

8. Myten-year-old sonis an incredible live-wire.
(a) naughty (b) energetic

(c) lazy
S.S.C. ¥geh FIe W (Tier-I) wdem, 2013

(d) dangerous

Live wire means an alert and energetic person.

9. He promised to look into the matter:
(a) to take care of (b) to investigate

(d) to peer closely at

S.S.C. F.C.1. a<k, 2013

S.S.C. AR (IS’ wd S’) wew, 2012

SR b)

(c) to question

Y@ifhd a3 (Idioms/P hrases) &1 1@y g 'left me
aloneto do the work; out of the water; in adry place;
saf; unbothered by difficulties, unscathed; to leave
someone in a difficult situation without any help;
stranded, without help or hope of recovery; in a
deprived or distressing situation; deserted; to leave
someone unsupported and unable to maneuver; to

leave someone helpless; ' T ‘T Rl #; fiwgm’|
6. Theyhave latched on totourism as a way of boosting

thelocal economy.
(b) discovered
(c) exposed (d) explored
S.S.C. JgH RS WRE (Tier-11) wdiam, 2013
TTx ()

(a) promoted

I H UYF N@iibd 3 (Phrase) 91 k93 fadeq (b)

to investigate; to examine something 3 gl

10. Mostpeople live from hand to mouth these days

becauseof inflation.
(a) Lavishly (b) Happily
(c) Comfortably (d) Miserably

S.S.C. g TR Jdvs (10+2) WRI udien, 2012
TR d)

9F ¥ Ugd Idioms/phrase @1 q@d fdFed (d)
'miserably’ ; 'to have justenough money to live on and
nothing extra, to satisfy one's basic needs because of

a lack ofmoneyGPﬁH 81 UPR TSIRT AT 2l

S.S.C.

(615)
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11. To feel like a fish ou tof water.
(a) Disgusted (b) Uncomfortable
(c) Disappointed (d) Homeless
S.S.C. ¥gP e WA T (Tier-11) 9diem, 2011
S.S.C. ¥gwh e WA (Tier-I) wdiem, 2013
S b)

9 Idioms/phrase &1 ATy 2- You feel like a fish out
ofwater ifyou're surrounded by people who are dif

ferent to you and it's making you feel a little uncom-
fortable.

12. Wewanted to give Rita a surprise partybut John

letthe catout of the bag.

(a) spoilt the party with a cat

(b) gave her a party himself

(c) told her about it unintentionally

(d) prevented her from attending it

S.S.C.Tax Asst. Ti&f, 2009

TN (©)

SHAHEAN A 13 g, 'toldherabaut it unintentionally'
@ 'to disclose a secret' 3RIT ' TERIGENCT HAT|

13. Afterfifteenyears of marriage she did not expect
herhusband ® leave herin thelurch.

(a) listen to her (b) provoke her

(d) desert her
S.S.C. RHARmeY gen, 2010, 2011

(c) ignore her

IR )

Idiom/Phrase @7 31T 'desert her a1 'to leave in a
helpless condition' T * FRIER 1axen § B AT
g 2l

14. Do not loseyour head when faced with a difficult

situation.
(a) forget anything (b) neglect anything

(c) selfcontrol (d) get jealous

S.S.C. WA aier, 2011
S.S.C. Igh e WA (Tier-1) wien, 2012
TTX (©)

lose your head T 3R 'Self control, get angry, to
become too excited' M ‘BRI A AT B ST

15. Wecannotdepend on himforthis assignmentas it
needs careful handling and he is likea bull in a
chinashops.

(a) a clumsy person (b) a tactful person
(c) a no-nonsense person (d)a £licitous person

S.S.C. \cc! ST (MLT.S.) usier, 2013

TTN (a)

Y@ifhd 3Rl (Idioms/Phrases) 31 aqd faded (a)
'clumsy person; belonging recklessly and clumsily
in asituation where one s likely to cause damage' ;
'awkward or clumsy person' 3Rfld * ¥ieriga § d53”

3 2l

M

1. Makea clean breast of it

(a) To take care of

(b) Todisobey rule

(c) To Pllow thelead

(d) To confess completely
$S.C. 3iFers ¥uER @8 8 w8 Sr) 13 R 2017 (-9
SR @)

Idioms/Phrases 'make a clean breast ofit' &1 qRIY 2-
To confess completely; confess fully one's mistakes
or wrongdoings; congss fully to tell the truth about
something; to make a full disclosure; to make a
conssion of to make a full confession; I ‘' URTY
HR HRAT|

2. Makea scene
(a) To perrm beautifully in front of an audience
(b) Makea public disturbance or excited emotional
display
(c) To narrate and elaborate false story
(d) Describeascene in so much detail thatit comes
vivid
S.S.C. 3BT CHSL (T-1)6 Ard, 2018 (I1-)
SWR b)

Idioms/Phrases "Make a scene' &1 dl&d - Make a
public disturbance or excited emotional display; create
a scene; make an uproar; complain noisily; behave
badly; to exhibit anger, indignation, fiery temper,
hysterics, etc., in a public outburst; to bring

unnecessary attention to oneself AT ‘T I

3. Manin thestreet
(a) Man of talent (b) A Polish man
(c) Simpleman (d) A dutiful person
S.SC. FRTR "edl SRBT (MIL.S) 16 KRR, 2017 (1-T8%)

TR (0)

S.S.C.

(616)
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Idioms/Phrases 'Man in the street' & dr@ g- Simple
man; the average man; an average man; the ordinary
citizen; a typical person; aman or men who think like
most other people; an ordinary person, usually with

regard to their opinions, or as distinct from an expert;

I AR 2}p; 3MF IMSH |

f&T "W Idioms/P hrases 'Made light of & Ty -
'treated it lightly; to treat something as if it were
unimp ortant or humorous; to consider something
unimportant; to treat something as not very serious;
to disregard!, to tread as unimportant 3Rfd B T*g
I A B AEAYY | AFAT A gow AR TR oF |

4. Maely-mouthed

(a) Ill-tempered (b) Sofi-spoken

(c) Enthusiastic (d) Depressed

SS.C. JFcTsA Fe W (EI) 5 3FRd, 2017 (11198
SR b)

Idioms/P hrases 'Mealy-m outhed' &1 TRIY 2- Sof-
spoken; afraid to speak frankly or straightforwardly;
avoiding the use of direct and plain language, as
from timi dity, excessivedelicacy, or hypocrisy; in-
clined to mince words; insincere, devious, or un-
compromising, M ‘d1d I SleM dTal’| BIAfd g9
T 1 Fegd Ad gQ HHARI T AR (SSC) 7
3 R STR-U5% (Revised Answer Key) 3 39
e F1 Ils N SR F& Tl A1 AR [ IR R
B FIM & (Benefit to all) T &1 3| STaT® ofEd
James Main Dixon &d 'English Idioms' T Y&
# Idioms/P hrases 'Mealy mouthed' T 3% 'so fi-
spoken; using mild language; afraid to speak out'
&= /1 Bl o/ 39 U & SOk faded (b) B Rl
A gQ ydad @1 TR gl

5. Makean ass out of

(a) Cause someone or oneself to look foolish or

stupid

(b) Work very hard like a donkey

(c) Besmartbut act dumb

(d) Makea mistake

S$S.C. 3FdsA FI W (1) 22 3R, 2017 (11-9d)
TUx (a)

Idioms/Phrases 'Make an ass out of & T &~
Cause som eone or oneselfto ook foolish or stupid;

behave in a way that makes one look foolis h or stu-

pid.

7. Makeroom.
(a) Clean the room (b) Make space
(c) Attainthe room (d) Makea clean sweep
S.S.C. IR FT6 €A (1) 28 3FR, 2016 (11-rd)
SR (b)

f&u ¢ Idioms/Phrases 'Make room' &1 I & 'To
provide space for someone or something ; make space’
AT 'S A1 T SR SUe HRFAT|

8. Mad your ways.
(a) Happy with one's behaviour
(b) Sad with one's behaviour
(c) Destroy one's behaviour
(d) Improve one's behaviour
S.S.C. IAFET T6 ¥RA (T-I) 28 3FR<, 2016 (111-U)
IR d)

I | Ug<h Idioms/P hrases 'Mend your ways' &l
A B- 'Tmprove one's behaviour'; to improve your
behaviour afer you havebeen behaving badly for a
long time' I 'Rh & TR H IR |

9. Theday the newproductwas launched, peoplemade

a bedine to purdaseit.

(a) rushed

(b) went on-line

(c) were doubtful

(d) refused

S.S.C. ¥geh FRG WA (Tier-T) Tdem, 2015

TTX ()

IGiHd arErer (Idioms/P hrases) &1 A 2 'rushed;
to go straight towards something or somebody as
quickly as you can; following a straight course, as a
beeis supposedto do, a straight direct course, to go

quickly ina straight directcourse; go directly towards.

6. Madelight of.
(a) Didnot hear (b) Treated it lightly
(c) Blew away (d) Cariedwith him
S.S.C. IAIET FT6 *RA (T-I) 30 3FRd, 2016 (I-rd)
S.S.C. AR (IS W' wd L) wew, 2002
SR (b)

10. Everybody thou ght Asha and Ashokwerea happy
couple, butit wasall just male believe.
(a) hatred (b) treachery
(c) pretence (d) reality
S.S.C. U™ FRd WA (Tier-T) Tdier, 2015
TR (©)

S.S.C.

(617)
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Ngifhad ardaret (Idioms/P hrases) &1 @@ 3- 'pretence;
imagining or pretending things to be difierent or more
exciting than they really are; to pretend; pretence,
especially of an innocent or playful kind; figning,
sham; things that are imagined or pretended to be
true or real; a pretending that what is not real is real;
making oneself believe in anillusion;' I TG W=,
ST FRAT|

11. Amitsaid to Rekha, '""Don't make amountain out

of a molehill."

(a) exaggeratea minor problem

(b) attempt an im possible task
(c) startlooking for mo lehills in mountains
(d) create problems
S.S.C. Ugw FRd WA (Tier-T) udier, 2015
TTX ()

Yaiid aTRT (Idioms/Phrases) &7 Al - 'exaggerate
aminor problem; cliche to make a major issue out ofa

minor ong to exaggerate the importance ofsomething;
to magnify a small matter, making it unnecessarily
important; to make a slight difficulty seem likea serious
problem; one who escalates small things into a big
problems; to exaggerate a minor difficulty’ I ‘fid
@1 drs T

12. Unless you makeamends for theloss, nobody is
prepared to ex cuse you.
(a) confess (b) compensate
(c) improve (d) pay debt
S.S.C. Ugw FRG WA (Tier-T) udiern, 2015

FX (b)

NEifhd ad@ (Idioms/P hrases) &1 drad fdFed (b)
'first speech'; the first s peech madeby an M.P. in the
parliament ofsome countries. (Y2 TR I HY)

3l

14. The trial madea moclery of justice.
(a) people mocked at the judgement
(b) it was amock trial
(c) there was no serious outcome
(d) madethe system look ridiculous
S.S.C. Igh TR JHuS (10+2) W 9, 2014
IR d)

IGihd a@are (Idioms/P hrases) &1 drad faged (d)
'made the system look ridiculous'; to make something

seem ridiculous or useless' ¥ Bl

15. Try to makedo with what you have.
(b) do
(c) produce (d) manage
S.S.C. Igh Fe W (Tier-1I) 9diem, 2013
STY (d)

(a) create

Ygiihd a@rd (Idioms/P hrases) &1 ardd fageq (d)
manage to live without things that you would like to
haveor with things ofa worse quality than you would
like; to manage with something that is not really good
enough; to manage to get alongwith the means &M
ERIEIR

¥@ifea emaaier (Idioms/Phrases) &1 dcayd B-
'compensate; to make up to someone for something
that someone or something did; to do something to
improve the situation afer doing som ething wrong,
stupid etc.; to compensate, as for an injury, loss or
insult; to do something good to show that you are

sorry about something you have done; express
remorse; regret; offr compensation;' A ‘TRIRET
P

16. She could never measure up to her parent's
expedation.
(b) work as hard
(c) assess the amount (d) increase her height
S.S.C. Wgh AR JBUsT (10+2) WA ger, 2010
T (a)

(a) reach the level

Idiom/Phrase &1 3®] 'reach the level' 3RIT ' MHHA "

&l 2
N

13. He spoke well though it was his maiden speech.
(a) long speech (b) first speech
(c) brief speech (d) emotional speech
S.S.C. IFh TRR IJBvs (10+2) WRIY e, 2014
S.S.C. (STe1 gl JMRex) g, 2008
SW b)

1. Nowand again

(a) Occasionally

(b) Always

(c) To be continued

(d) At present time or future
S.SC. IR Hie<! SIRBT (MIT.S) 16 R¥ER, 2017 (1-w%)
TR ()

S.S.C.
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Idioms/P hrases 'Now and again' &I a2
Occasionally; from time to time; sometimes, but not
very offen, sometimes, but not regularly or often;
intermittently; I ‘S-S, I TR, 9 A
EXN

2. Notto mince matters
(a) To be at ease
(b) To not confuse others
(c) Tonot interfere in others affirs
(d) To speak out politely

SS.C. 3Tz w8 W (D)9 3, 2017 (11-9d)

S (%)

39 e 31 FRYY AR U FHART T IR (SSC)
T 30 RN SAR-99% (Revised Answer Key) #
39 U F1 Iy W SR Wl qEl AT 7 AR [l
TR T A 3% (Benefit to all) U & Bl
Idioms/Phrases 'Not to mince matters' & I g~
to speak frankly; use polite or moderate expressions
to indicae disapproval; to speak directly and frankly;
be blunt or outspoken, moderate or restrain one's
language to be polite or avoid giving offense. To-
day these phrases are nearly always put negatively,
as in '"Not to m ince matters', A= ‘g8 IR gl

3. If you are no spring chicken, you are
(a) inexperienced (b) not young
(c) adead chicken (d) not energetic
S.S.C. IgH TR JFosH (10+2) R e, 2015
SR (b)

YEiihd aredr (Idioms/P hrases) &1 d@d &~ 'Not

young; no longer young often said of a woman; no
longer a young person. This unflattering expression,

often applied to woman, has been used since the early
1700s; a person's well past youth; an old person; to
be no longer young. The phrase 'No spring chicken'is
usually used in a negative way to describe someone
who is no longer young, probably past his adulthood,
and sometimes doesn't reali ze it and tries to look and

act younger than his age.

4. Thepolicy has been declared tobenull and void.
(a) Empty (b) Valid
(c) Impossible (d) Invalid
S.S.C. F.C.1 <k, 2013
SR d)

R H Ugad Ndidd 379 (Idiom/Phrase) 31 drerd
fd®eu (d) Invalid; having no legal force; not valid
3 2l

5. Thereare no hard and fast rulesfor admission to
this college.
(a) Easy (b) Strict
(c)Fixed (d)Slow
S.S.C. WG AR AeusY (10+2) W ten, 2012
SR b)

qEg Y Ugdd Idioms/phrase &1 G B strict. Idiom
hard and fast (rules, etc.), means that cannot be altered

to fit special cases. (SURITIR; IFTEId)

O

1. On the brinkof
(a) Tobe alert
(c) Notat all (d) Occasionally
SS.C. 3ifemsa C.RO.S.I. 2 e, 2017 (198)

(b) Tobenear to

SR (b)

Idioms/Phrases 'On the brink of T & g- To be
near to; a situation when you are almost in a new
situation; usually abad one; ifyou are on the brink of
something, usually somethi ng important, terrible, or

exciting, you arejust about to do it or experience it;

RIGREISEc

2.  Over head and ears

(a) Nearer (b) Completely

(c) Alert (d) Obsolete
S.SC. IR Hee! ST (MT.S) 19 R¥®R, 2017 (1-w%h)
SWR b)

Idioms/Phrases 'Over head and ears' &T aid 2-
Comp letely; deeply; completely trapped; wholly;
hopelessly; beyond one's depth; as, overheads and

ears in debt; overwhelmed; deeply engrossed or

involved; A 'STd-d1d &1 § BFTl

3. Onone's guard
(a) About to fall
(b) To be carefil
(¢) To benot in proper order

(d) Cause of somebody
S.SC. JFFIRT Hiee! ST (MT.S) 19 R¥weR, 2017 (1-wKh)
TR (b)

S.S.C.
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Idioms/Phrases 'On one's guard' &I T&@T & To be
careful; vigilant; wary; prepared to face danger
difficulties, etc; watching for possible danger ; threats,
problems, etc; alert against someone or something;
alert and watchful; cautious; to be careful to avoid
being tricked or getting into a dangerous situation;

U Fda, aagH |

4. On thin ice
(a) To keep failing after repeated efforts
(b) To endure a harsh winter
(c) To keep one's cool even in a tough situation
(d) In a precarious or risky situation
SS.C. IS ¥ WM (EL) 17 3R, 2017 (193
SR d)

Idioms/Phrases 'On thin ice & T4 g~ In a pre-
carious or risky situation; atrisk ofupsetting or an-
noying someone; in a risky situation; to be doing
something thatis dangerous or involvesrisks; in a
delicate si tuation, I *GRT At |

5.  Ramahwas on cloud nine when she heard thatshe
had won the lottery.
(a) frustrated (b) very happy
(c) confused (d) shocked
S.S.C. gh gRR IBUS (10+2) WK gder, 2015
IR b)

Y@ifhd area® (Idioms/P hrases) &1 Al 3 'very
happy; extremely happy; blissfully happy; to be
extremely and excited; having strong feelings of
happiness or satisfaction; in a state of blissful
happiness;' A ‘Ad AR TR, 'IAVSG Tl
I |

6. For any group work to be successful, it is

important that everyoneis on the samepage.

(a) present for the meeting

(b) registered for the work

(c) willing to pay the same fees

(d) thinks in asimilar way

S.S.C. 9gw ¥ WA (Tier-T), adter, 2014

AR d)

YEifhd qErd (Idioms/P hrases) &1 a0y f3de (d)
'thinks in asimilarway", 'iftwoormorepeople or groups
are on the same page, 'it means they agree about what

they are trying to achieve' 3 Bl

7. Pleasebe as brief as you can, I have other fish to
fry.
(a) to cook the food
(b) to take rest
(c) some imp ortant work to attend to
(d) to attend the friends
S.S.C. ¥gh TR JFvS (10+2) Wk aiem, 2014
TR (©)

Eibd aEd (Idioms/P hrases) ¥ addl faged (c)

'some important work to attend to; more important or

interesting t hings to do; other business to attend to'

I 2l

8.  Weyvisit theshopping mall off and on.

(b) often

(d) onceupon atime
S.S.C. ¥gw FRE R (Tier-11) Tsien, 2013

SWR b)

(a) up and about
(c) really and truly

Y aredrd (Idioms/P hrases) &1 Acddl fageq (b)

Offen at intervals, sometimes working, sometimes

doing nothing "I R, J&I-6Q1° I 2l

9. Nowadays, one gets good literary books oncein a

bluemoon.

(a) when moon gives blue light

(b) rarely

(c¢) from renowned publisher

(d) at very low cost

S.S.C. g ¥R WA (Tier-1T) wdien, 2012

SR b)

am ¥ TR Idioms/phrase 91 3 g'raely; a phenamenon
which happens rarely. (IGF-HgT; 9gd &4)

10. On thespur of the moment.

(a) To act at once

(b) To ride ahorsein a race

(c) To act deliberately

(d) To act at the appointed time
S.S.C. IFh TR JBvs (10+2) R Ten, 2011
TN (a)

9 Idiom/Phrase @ dI<d & 'to act at once M
acting underthe first impulse ; without reflection or
deliberation.

S.S.C.
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11. Going abroad for aholiday was outof the question.
(a) Undesirable (b) Impossible
(c) Unpleasant (d) TImresistible
S.S.C. Igwh AR JBus (10+2) R aen, 2011
S (b)

Nii®Ha Idiom/Phrase &1 Add 'Tmpossible’ A Un-
worthy ofdiscussion; impracticable ¥ g

12. Helena was over head and ears in love with

Demetrius.
(a) carefully (b) completely
(c)brilliantly (d) cautiously
S.S.C. C.P.O. u<e, 2010
WX (b)

Idiom/Phrase &1 3®f 'completely' 3RIT ‘YU 1
UREUY BT

13. Thethief was on good termms with the police.

(a) kept terms and conditions
(b) was friendly
(c) ollowed the rules
(d) agreed with them
S.S.C. W AR ABUs (10+2) W aer, 2010
SWR(b)

P

1. Putthesaddleon righthorse
(a) Toblamethe right party
(b) To feel superior

(¢) To resist continuously

(d) Togo toruin
SS.C. st wiwEx B8 & T ‘Sr) 13 ’RKAR 2017 (11-93)
SR (a)

Idioms/Phrases 'Put thesaddle on right horse' & T3

2 To blame the right party; impute where it is
deserved; A ‘TRdAd JIRTEN B TZAH oF T

2.  Pull the wool over someone's eyes

(a) To protect someone

(b) To keep oneself warm

(¢) Deceive someone by telling lies

(d) To pretend to be blind to the other person's

bad behaviour
S.S.C. 3BT CHSL (T-1)4 Ard, 2018 (I-9%)

TR (0)

Idioms/Phrases "Pull the wool over someone's eyes'

Idiom/Phrase @1 3% 'was fiendly 3RfH ‘GRaHT BT B

14. His position in the company was on the brink of

disaster.
(a) At the top of (b) At the point of
(¢) On the side of (d) On the back of
S.S.C. WA aiet, 2010
SR b)

On the brink of JgER &I 3R] 8MI & 'HIR TRl

15. Thestrawberry dessert you made was out of this
world.
(a) extraordinary (b) ordinary
(¢) bitter (d) tasteless
S.S.C. \icdl ST (MLT.S.) uslen, 2013

$TX (a)

N@ifed 3 (Idioms/P hrases) 31 ardd faged (a)
extraordinary (SRAEIRY; Jeorgd) A Bl This Idi-

oms/Phrases used to emphasize how good, beauti-

ful; extremely good etc. something is.

T T@d B Deceive someone by telling lies; to try and
deceive someone; to hide your real actions or
intentions from somebody; to deceive, ol someone,
or misdirect someone; ffom the woollen wigs Prmerly
wom by judges; to hoodwink; to deceive someone in
order to prevent them from discovering something;
delude someone; deceive someone into thinking well

ofthem; & ‘3@l ¥ a1 Shiw'|

3. Partand parcel

(a) Arguments for and against

(b) Send the message

(c) An essential part

(d) Distribute and give away
S.SC. 3FFIRT el SRFT (MT.S) 20 KRR, 2017 (1-T%)
ST (0)

Idioms/Phrases 'Part and parcel' &1 da<’d & An
essential part, basic element; findamental part;
necessary, or integral part; JM ‘I 3T, TS,
ATl

S.S.C.
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4. Putup theshutters.
(a) Went out of business
(b) Experienced a downside
(c) Sold off assets
(d) Changed ownership
S.S.C. InagT 6 ¥RA (TI) 7 Rce=, 2016 (111-wd)
ST (@)

Y@iihd a@re (Idioms/P hrases) 1 arcdd fdgeq (b)

'speaks frankly' 31 Rl

f&T 17 Idioms/Phrases "Put up the s hutters' $1 I
T '"Went out of business; to close business at the

end of the day or permanently; cease trading for the

9. Sheplayed ducksand drakes with her money.
(b) borrowed
(d) did not spend
S.S.C. AR Tiem, 2014
S.S.C. W FRd wWRIA (Tier-I) adiem, 2014
S.S.C.C.P.0. w&1, 2012, 2015

(a) spent lavishly
(c) lent

TN @)

day or permanently' ™ ‘&R 4§ &=

5. My brother puts by alitie money everymonth.
(b) saves
(c) gives away (d) loses
S.S.C. IFh gRR IBvs (10+2) WRIF 9, 2015
SR (b)

(a) spends carefully

Ndiihd gy (Idioms/P hrases) &1 qrad B 'saves;
to save an amount ofmoney to use later; to save for
laterus e; to lay aside; save;' QM e H SYAN B
g U @1 99d AT

Gihd a@re (Idioms/P hrases) &1 dIGd 3- 'spent
lavishly; to spent foolishly; making ducks and drakes
is a game played with a flat piece of stone or metal,
which, when flung with its broad surfice almost
parallel to smooth water, skips up and down like a

bird; spending foolishly; squandered; to waste. I

6. Thelawyertiied to putwords in his clientmouth.
(a) ask a person to pretend
(b) not to tell anything
(c) tell a person what to say
(d) ask aperson to lie
S.S.C. AU w<iet, 2014
TR (©)

i a@d (Idioms/P hrases) &1 Acqdl fdded (c)
'tell a person what to say' I

SORERT 3 SUAN AT

10. Shewanted to go hitch-hiking but her mother put
herfoot down and nowshe's going by bus.
(a) Took a firm stand

(b) Expressed her displeasure
(c) Scolded her badly
(d) Got irritated
S.S.C. ¥ w1 (Tier-I) Tiem, 2012
S.S.C. W FRd WRIA (Tier-I) 9diem, 2014
S.S.C. Tax Asst. T8, 2009
TN (a)

7. Don't cone in his way. Itis like playing with fire.
(a) facing a dangerous situation
(b) burning yourself
(c) being angry
(d) facing an easy situation
S.S.C. ®AUR g<iet, 2014
TTX (@)

Uged dred 7 Idioms/phrase &1 3Rl ¥ 'took a firm
stand; 'to refuse to go further; to be firm in refusing, to
make a decided stand; to show determination in the
face of opposition; take a resolute stand. (T&4T AT A1
91 31 gl ¥ Ry B

YEiihd ad (Idioms/P hrases) &1 Acadl fddeq (a)

'facing a dangerous situation' 3 gl

8. Sheis aperson who pulls no pun ches.
(b) speaks frankly
(c) speaks rudely (d) speaks sweetly
S.S.C. 9y e R (Tier-T), aier, 2014
SW b)

(a) speaks politely

11. Chetan is very upsetbecause the new manager
always picks on him.
(b) warns severely
(c) selects (d) treats badly
S.S.C. <SRG (M. T.S.) a¥er, 2014

(a) advises

IR d)

@ifhd qEad (Idioms/Phrases) &1 ey e (d)
'treats badly'; 'to treat somebody unfairly, by blam-
ing, criticizing or punishing them. 3®IT ' & TS

TAAER ST BFTI

S.S.C.
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12. Wehave to put up with thesorrows of life.
(b) fight against
(c) welcome cheerfully (d) treat with indiference
S.S.C. Wgwh gRR v (10+2) Wi wdien, 2013
S.S.C. E.C.1. u<e, 2012
S.S.C. s W alter, 2011

(a) bear patiently

TR ()
YEifhd g (Idioms/P hrases) &1 A fAded (a)

bear patiently; to suffr, to pass over without

resentment, to accept somebody or somethin g thatis
annoying, unpleasant etc. without complaining; to

tolerate' gudT e AT 4 B

13. Heis in the habit of pickingholes in everything.
(a) delving deep into
(b) finding fault with
(c) causing trouble to
(d) asking questions about
S.S.C. IFh AR v (10+2) WRIY e, 2013
S.S.C. ¥ FRG WK (Tier-I) Tdiem, 2012
W b)

Vi g (Idioms/P hrases) &1 ardl fd@ed (b)
finding fault with; to find fault; to criticize; to seek

and discoverflaws or a flaw in; to pick som ething to
pieces to criticize something severely; to point out

the fallacies in an argument “TaITAT &; FHI BT
3RIAT AR BRAT ¥ g

14. Parents pay through their nose for their

children's education.
(a) by taking loans
(b)an extremely high price
(c) grudgingly
(d) willingly
S.S.C. WG FR®S WRIA (Tier-I) wdiam, 2012
SR b)

1% # UZHd Idioms/phrase FT TRUYT ¥ 'an extremely
high price' or to pay an extravagant price. (T&41 9%
A F foy AR YIae F=)

15. Hewas pulled up by the Directorof the Company.

(a) assaulted (b) dragged
(c) reprimanded (d) cleared
S.S.C. AR adien, 2011
TN (©)

R

1. Heusually goes tobed very early and rises with
the lark.
(a) atmidnight (b) affer sunrise
(c) very early (d) very late
S.S.C. Ugw FRd WA (Tier-T) Tdter, 2015
ST (©)

Y@ifhd ardd® (Idioms/P hrases) 31 dled 3~ 'very
early; to rise fom bed very early in the morning;' 1™

"I Jag Io; Id Jag So |

2. Hecould not getmoney from his master because

he rubb ed himup thewiong way.

(a) asked him to speed up

(b) suggested a wrong method

(¢) advised him to be strict

(d) irkedor irritated him

S.S.C. IgF Fad WM (Tier-) wdian, 2014

IR d)

YGiihd a@rd (Idioms/P hrases) &1 acqdl fageq (d)
'irked or irritated him'; to make somebody annoyed or
angty, often without intending to, by doing or saying
something that offends them; I ‘&0 @1 Fifda
AT ¥ 2
3. Whenmyfriend was in Kolkata, heraninto an old
friend at thetheatre.
(a) Hit (b) Met accidentally
(c) Planned to meet (d) Invited
S.S.C. g AR IHUSY (10+2) W gien, 2011
SR b)

¥Eid Idiom/Phrase &1 AT 'Met accidentally'
'run across; meet; encounter ¥ Bl

4. Thecmpany hasruninto alot of debts.
(a) incurred (b) settled
(c) opened up (d) avoided
S.S.C. Tax Asst. U<ET, 2007
SR @)
HE@x &l 3Rf 'in curred' 3RIRT 'meet with' &1 oF T
4 2l

5. Donot run down yourfriends in public.
(a) fight with (b) follow
(c) make a mention of (d)criticise

S.S.C. (STe1Udl JRex) T, 2009

IR (d)

Idiom/Phrase &1 3 S TSI/Ad@a A 'to caise to
stop' ; to come to astop' RIT ‘IH FIFI’ 2Kl =l

Idiom/phrase &1 TR “ criticize’ W g1 ST 3FT T
T “to speak against 3T to criticize unfavourably.

S.S.C.

(623)
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6. The police caught the thiefred hand ed.
(a) In a red uniform
(b) With blood in hands
(c)At the time ofcommitting the crime

(d) After reading the rules

S.S.C. RAmmR gdian, 2010
TR (©)

Caught Red handed &7 3R} &' 3TURTEN $T 3URTE B
T yds foram <A

7. Itis clear that the id eas of b othreformers ranin
thesame groove.
(a) promoted each other
(b) clashed with each other
(c) moved in harmony

(d) moved in diferent directions

S.S.C. ¥ecl SRS adiam, 2011
TR (©)

I ran in the same groove &l 3Rl § 'moved in

harmony'.

8. The fashion of long flowing skirts will run its

course.

(a) continue fora long time

(b) become very popular

(c) develop and then come to its usual end

(d) end very soon

S.S.C. wel SR wien, 2011

TR (©)

When something mns its course, it begins, continues

for a long time & then ends.

S

1. Swelled head
(a) Tired (b) Timid
(c) Dreamer (d) Prde
S$S.C. 3ifarg C.PO.S.I. 1 Ja¥s, 2017 (11943
sTRd)

Idioms/Phrases 'Swelled head' & & - Pride; if
someone has a swollen head, that person thinks they
are more intelligent and important than they really are;

an exaggerated opinion ofon eself; self conceit; a vain

or arrogant person; conceited, I ‘HFT RE'|

2. Strike while the iron is hot

(a) To be contrary to

(b) To prevent progress by influence

(¢) To makeuse of an opportunity

(d) To be unsuccessful
SS.C. dFersT TR @8 & 76 Sr) 13 ’RRR 2017 (19
TR (¢)

Idioms/Phrases 'Strike while the iron is hot' &I T
2 To make use ofan opportunity; take advantage of
favourable conditions; ifyou strike while the iron is
hot, you act quickly; while thereis the best chance of
succeeding at something; a blacksmith (= a person
who makes things out ofiron) must strike (= hit) the
iron while it is hot enough to bent into the shape

required; act decisively and take your opportunities
when they arise; ‘gl ¥ g, AR QA g, JaHR BT
9 IS, AH F BRIET IS |

3. Sailin the sameboat.
(a) bein a different situation
(b) suspect something wrong
(¢) bein the same situation
(d) suspect something uncanny
S.S.C. Wg® TR JFvsY (10+2) TR uiem, 2015
S.S.C. C.P.O. v, 2011

TR (0)

Gidd qrearer (Idioms/P hrases) & dTH B bein the
same situ ation; being in the same difficult situation;
to be in the same difficult situation, I™ ‘T& =1d H

IR B Idd ) ARRAT v R gl

4. Atthe police station, he showed a clean pair of
heels.
(a) ran away (b) displayed clean heels
(¢) kneeled down (d) showed courage
S.S.C. Ugw FRG WA (Tier-1T) wdiem, 2014
TR (@)

ifhd ardaTeT (Idioms/P hrases) &1 A B- 'ran away;
to go faster than someone else in a race; if you show
someone a clean pair of heels, you run faster than

them when they are chasing you; run away (ffom
someone) extremely fast; run away; flee; to run off to

outpace; TM ‘T A HFFT|

5. His friend turned out tobe a snake in the grass.
(a) an unreliable and deceitful person
(b) a hidden enemy
(c) low and mean
(d) cowardly and brutal
S.S.C. g FRd WA (Tier-T) udter, 2015
TR (@)

S.S.C.
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Y@ifeéd arener (Idioms/Phrases) &1 € 8- 'an
unreliable and deceitful person; someone who pretends
to be your friend while secretly doing things to harm
you; a sneaky and despised person; a treacherous
person, especially one who feigns friendship; a
concealed danger;' M 'UH IR-WRRFE 3R IR
RP |

6. Before the reportreached theauthority the media

spilled the b eans.
(a) dropped the charges

(b) revealed the secret information
(c) hinted at the consequences
(d) spilled the contents of the package
S.S.C. ¥t FRE WRIA (Tier-I) adiem, 2015
IR b)

giihd areater (Idioms/P hrases) &7 A9 B 'revealed

the secret information; to give away a secret or a

surprise; to let secret information become known; to
reveal a secret offen by accident or with intentions
that are not good; disclose a secret or reveal
something prematurely; to divulge a secret, especially
to do so inadvertently or maliciously; to congss,
reveal secret, to tell the truth, usually accidently;' af<
TERIREET FAT
7. Inhis salad days hewas q uite adandy.

(a) childhood (b) adolescence

(c) school days (d) old age

S.S.C. IFh gRR IBvs (10+2) WRIF e, 2014

S b)
YEifhd qErd (Idioms/P hrases) 31 a0 f3Fe (b)
'adolescence’; the time when you are young and do
not have much experience oflife; T ' fHFIRTaRT A
H

9. He immediately set about organizing the
department.
(a) looked around (b) took charge
(c) started (d) took steps towards
S.S.C. ¥R ¥ WA (Tier-1) uiem, 2014
IR d)

Y@iihd a@re (Idioms/P hrases) &1 arddl fageq (d)

'took steps towards'; to commence; to make

preparations for; to start doing something'; I ' (¥18
F) IR AT W B

10. The convictclaimed innocence and stood his
ground in spite of the repeatal accusations.
(a) knelt (b) surrendered
(c) kept standing (d) refused to yield
S.S.C. IgF Fa6 WM (Tier-I) Tdian, 2014
IR d)

YEiihd a@d (Idioms/P hrases) &1 Aqd faged (d)

'refused to yield'; to continue with your opinions or

intentions when somebodyis opposing you and wants

you to change IM ‘€< &1, G851 g1 ¥ Bl

11. Thepolice smelt the rat behind the death of the
girl.
(a) got very much confised
(b) identified the cause of death
(c) suspected that something is fishy
(d) jumped to the conclusion
S.S.C. 9gw e W, Ta, 2011
S.S.C. Igh Fe WA (Tier-1) w<ian, 2013
S.S.C. A SRbT (M.T.S.) uien, 2014
TR (0)

¥giidhd areater (Idioms/P hrases) &1 O - 'suspected

that something is fishy' suspect something is wrong

8. Idonotseeeyeto eyewith youin this matter.
(a) to give a correct decision
(b) to obtain suitable punishment
(c) to have the same eyesight
(d) to havethe same opinion
S.S.C. Wgh gRR IBUS (10+2) Wi gder, 2014
SIX (@)

(¥agoMd); to detect something wrong' 3RIA &
3 8 P ¥iqg Bl
12. I sawthrough the trick and was onguard.
(b) detected
(c) witnessed (d) defeated
S.S.C. ¥gh TR JFvS (10+2) Wi e, 2013
SR b)

(a) anticipated

Yiihd aid (Idioms/P hrases) &1 aradl faded (d)

'to have the same opinion'; 'to share the same views;

I IEEd BF W R

Y@ifhd qEd (Idioms/P hrases) &1 drad fdde (b)
detected; to realize the truth about somebody or
something “WIT=T, € § 7 MY Bl
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13. You must admire the way she sticks to her guns.
(a) Maintains her opinion
(b) Holds on to the pistol
(c) Does not let her weapon go
(d) Refuses to shoot
S.S.C. we efRen aiem, 2013
$TX (a)

arFg Ugdd Idioms/phrase @1 3Rl ¥ 'terminate his
services; 'to dismiss him summarily; 'to send him off’

(gl & <, 9 o) o)

I H UPF @liidd 3R (Idiom/Phrase) 1 Add
fa%eu (a) Maintains her opinion ¥ 31 When a per-
son sticks to_his guns it means to refuse to change

his mind about something even when other people

are trying to persuade him that he is wrong.

14. Iexpectmy friends tostand by me.
(a) Release (b) Energise

(c) Support (d) Accompany

S.S.C. we SR aiem, 2013

TR (©)

I H UPE I@iidbd 31 (Idiom/Phrase) 1 Ay
3% (c) support ¥ Bl

15. Shekepther home spickand span.
(a) Well-furnished (b) Clean and tidy
(c) Untidy (d)Closed
S.S.C. F.C.1. 93k, 2012
S.S.C. \iccl SRk (MLT.S.) usler, 2013
S.S.C. =R (s /W wd ‘) e, 2011
SR (b)

18. The newsof the President's death spread like wild
fire.
(a) Spread rapidly
(b) Caused a major confusion
(c) Was awild ramour
(d) Set the nation on the fire
S.S.C. ¥Fh TR I@vs (10+2) W uden, 2011
S.S.C. =R (I /[’ wd ) e, 2012
T (a)

@iftd Idiom/Phrase &1 TG 'Spread rapidly' ¥ 3
RIS TBR STTd # 3R fRreeRT <1 9 Whadl §
I TFR MU H GG T WA SHTd 4§ I B TS
3 el TRl

19. Thereis no soft option tothe crisis now.

(a) Popularopinion
(b) Popularsolution
(c) Easy and agreeable option
(d) Difficult choice
S.S.C. C.P.O. u<ier, 2011

TR (©)

q1ag H Y@ibd 3R (Idiom/Phrase) &1 RT3 'Easy
and agreeable option' 3RITT ‘gl el WA

I | Ugadd Idioms/phrase & TRT R clean and tidy

or very neat and trim. (ATH-GIRT 3R TAFEIR)

16. The sumand substance of our Prindpal's speech

wasthat stud ents should learn disdpline.
(a) Outline (b) Theme
(c) Conclusion (d)Gist
S.S.C. W gAR AFosY (10+2) WA uhen, 2012
SR d)

fadeT I 2

20. Thepassing of anti-defection law strucka cill to
the heartof every opp ortunisticlegislator.
(b) caused relief
(d) awakened bittemess
S.S.C. Tax Asst. U<eT, 2007

(a) caused anger
(c) aroused fear

TR (0)

Wafed M (idiom/phrase) @ I 'aoused fea' ¥ Bl

e H Ugqd Idioms/phrase &1 TR R 'the gist; ofan
argument is the whole drift and meaning ofit. (ART¥)

17. "Ifhe does not perform his duties properly, I will

send him packing," said the manager.

(a) serve him a notice

(b) terminate his services

(c) send him to packing department

(d) give him a warning

S.S.C. Wgwh ¥R WRIA (Tier-II) uden, 2012

S b)

21. Thelittle gid with her flawless p erformance stole
the show.
(a) stole something from the show
(b) crept into the show
(c) won everybody's praise
(d) disappeared from the show
S.S.C. Ugw AR BTSN (10+2) R Tden, 2010
S (¢)

Idiom/Phrase &1 3121 'won everybody's praise’ 3RIT
'GP U8 BREHY YR UGTH H BT STl BT B
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22. Thep oorsubordin ates are made scapegoats by their
superiors.
(a) punished for others misdeeds
(b) developed poor relations
(c) treated humbly and respectfully
(d) scolded with arrogant reactions
S.S.C. UFw AR IFUST (10+2) W gder, 2010
SR (a)

27. TheA.T.S. setthe bait to arrest the terrorists.
(a) laid the trap
(b) announced the reward
(c) set the record
(d) put the bet
S.S.C. W SR g, 2011

TN @)

Idiom/Phrase &1 J11 'punished for others misdeeds'
3RI ‘et 31 qH_T a9 i fHT QIR H wTeRd
F For {41 AR gRT A Bl gl

23. Thetraffic cameto a standstill afterthe heavy down-
pour of rain.

(a) complete halt (b) accident spot
(c) diversion (d) confused disorder
S.S.C. (Sl Ul JmRex) e, 2009
SR (a)

Idiom/Phrase &7 T ‘complete halt’ B s
3Rl g U Ui 9 B S g1 aRE | TP OIkh gl

24. Who are weto sitin judgement over their choices?

(a) lecture (b)criticize
(c) speak (d) communicate
S.S.C. AR aien, 2011
SR b)

T8t sit in judgement BT 3R ¥ to decide whether
something is good or bad 3®Iq to criticize.

25. Don’tworry aboutthe silly row Itwas just a storm

in a tea cup.
(a) important matter dealt with ease

(b) hot teabeing served
(c) commotion overa trivial matter

(d) confision and chaos
S.S.C. Tax Asst. T<eT, 2008
X (0)

Storm in a tea cup ¥T 3Rf ¥ asituation where people
get very angry or worried about something that is

not important.

26. The Rajput warriors settheirfaceagainst thein-
vader

(a) became enemies
(c) faced difficulty

(b) turned away from

(d) opposed strongly
S.S.C. Tax Asst. T<ET, 2008
S @)

Idiom/phrase &1 T & opposed strongly'| ST
3Rl ¥"to oppose with determination.

g% Iy 'laid the trap' (STTel fIBT) 3 R

28. Her mother sawthrough theexcuse she gave.
(a) revealed (b) detected
(c) viewed (d) hacked
S.S.C. ¥edl ST (M.T.S.) aer, 2013
SR b)

IR UYF Qifda e (Idioms/Phrases) 1 A

detected; 'to understand or detect the true nature of
someone or something' g FTHGT 3R] § iU, €y
9 eI

29. The whole problem has been swept under the
caipet but thatis not the solution.
(a) kept hidden (b) ignored
(c) solved (d) detected
S.S.C. ¥edl SR (M.T.S.) aer, 2013
SR (a)

Y&iiha a1 (Idioms/P hrases) &1 dcqd fageq (a)
kept hidden; to try to stop people from finding out

about something wrong, illegal, embarrassing, etc.
that has happened or that you have done 1Iid
YRV ¥ Fa & faQ @ o four, 4 gl

T

1. Tolead astray
(a) To take back what you have said
(b) Tomisguide
(c) To achieve two results with one effort
(d) To apologize humbly
$S.C. sifamg C.P.O.SI 3 Jais, 2017 (1193
SR (b)

Idioms/Phrases 'To lead astray' &T dIcl - To
misguide; to lead one in the wiong direction; misdirect;
mislead; to guide one in the wrong direction; ™

T
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2. To make a pile
(a) To keep at a distance
(b) Tomakea lot ofmoney
(c) To aggravate the situation
(d) To face the risk
$S.C. sifarga C.P.O.S1. 3 a8, 2017 (11943
SR (b)

Idioms/Phrases ' To makea pile' & @4 & To makea
lot of money; to earn a large amount of money;
become rich; to earn a win; a fortune; ™ ‘X ART
U= AT

3. Throwover
(a) Enumerate (b) Invent
(c) Reprimand (d) Reject
$S.C. sitemgd C.P.0.S1. 3 a8, 2017 (11-943)
SR d)

Idioms/Phrases 'T hrow over o i@y g- Reject; to

refuse to accept; abandon; to forsake; defriend;

unfriend; I “BrST, IFT T

4. To sow the dragons' teeth
(a) Todisturb the work
(b) To suspect something foul
(c) Totake some action
(d) To act foolishly
$S.C. sitemgd C.P.O.SI. 1 a8, 2017 (11-943)
SR (¢)

Idioms/Phrases 'To sow the dragon's teeth' &1 Tdd
- To take some action; take an action that is intended
to prevent strife or trouble but that actually brings it

about; sow the seeds ofbattle or quarrel; things which

bring future destruction; I 'TSE & 1 IF1'| T&AM
& IER 7 M 4d ITR-UFG H 39 T F el SR
fa@ed (c) @1 A1 o UG 918 H AT P STIR-TTD
(Revised Answer Key) Y g9 U9 &7 I8 X fAdey
(d) 3 = g S e Frey B

Idioms/Phrases '"To cudgel one's brains' &I A -
To think hard; to try very hard to comprehend; think
of, think hard about a problem; to struggle to recall or
think of something; to try to think ofvery hard to
remember som ething you have forgotten; to make a
painfiil efort to remember; M ‘LT FIAT|

6. Topaddleone's own canoe

(a) thoughtful
(b) manage independently
(¢) to praise oneself
(d) working vigorously
$S.C. 3ifFerga C.P.0.S1. 7 s, 2017 (1943

SR (b)

Idioms/Phrases 'To paddle one's own canoe' &1 T
2~ manage independently; be independent and self
sufficient; to be able to act independently; to do

something by oneself, to bealone; to mind one's own
business; to handle one's own afhirs; ™ ‘31w ARE
TR WGl BF, 3 &1 P TR WRIT BT

7. Tokeepthepotboiling
(a) to sharper my wits
(b) to be cautious
(c) to keep controversy alive
(d) to repent
$S.C. 3ifFersd C.PO.SI. 7 Jas, 2017 (1-9d)
JAR (%)

Idioms/Phrases 'To keep the pot' &7 T&@Y 2 to keep
going on actively maintain the brisk momentum of
something; to continue to rouse, incite, antagonize,
or provoke someone or something; if you keep the
pot boiling you do something to make sure that a
process does not stop or to make surethat a situation
continues to be interesting. T&fU & 39 T 91 FeqW
AMd §Q AR T SN (SSC) 7 I WeiRd
ITR-UTF (Revised Answer Key) H 39 T w195

(Benefit to all) T fHam Rl

5. Tocudge one's brains
(a) To think hard
(b) Tokill by shooting in the head
(c) Tomanipulate
(d) To oppose someone
$S.C. sifarsd C.P.O.SI. 1 a8, 2017 (1143
TR (a)

8. To beat theair
(a) to settle a dispute
(b) to gamble
(c) to make efforts that are useless
(d) to try to do the impossible
$S.C. 3iferga C.P.O.SI. 7 Jaus, 2017 (1-9d)
SR (¢)
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Idioms/Phrases 'To beat the air' &7 & & To make
efforts that are useless; continue to make futile
attempts, fight to no purpose; useless efforts; to make
repeated futi le attempts; AW ‘I 1 a1 HA, RIS
I HIAT'|

9. Threwa spanner
(a) reverie (b) disinterested
(c) sabotage (d) boasting
S$S.C. 3ifFarsa C.PO.SI. 7 Jas, 2017 (1-943)
SR (¢)

Idioms/Phrases 'Threw a spanner' <hl e 2-
Sabotage; to disrupt; foil, or cause problems to aplan,
activity, or project; deliberately causing mayhem; to
do something that prevents a plan or activity from
succeeding; T ‘&1 o ¥ TR U= AT

10. To end in smoke

(a) Togo alongside  (b) To provoketo quarrel
(¢) Tocometonothing (d) To compensate

S$S.C. 3iFaersA wemmR @8 A T Sr) 13 &R 2017 (-ad)
SR (¢)

Idioms/Phrases 'To end in smoke' & dl&R] & Tocome
to nothing; to burned; to be destroyed or ruined; to
terminate without producingaresult; be unsuccessful;

to be wasted; in vain, IH ‘IS TROT T M|

11. Tohave abeein one's bonnet

(a) To havesomething to fall back upon

(b) To be obsessed with something

(c) Tomiss an opportunity

(d) To find fault in others
SS.C. FrrsA wREER (8 ‘& e Sr) 13 R&< 2017 (1-93)
SR (b)

Idioms/Phrases '"To have a bee in one's bonnet' &1
AT B To be obsessed with something ; have an
obsessive preoccupation with something; be
preoccupied or obsessed with something; to be
obsessed with one idea; if you have a bee in your
bonnet about a subject, you feel very strongly about
it and keep talking about it; ™ ‘T FIR B

12. Togotosomebody'shead
(a) Tohavea huge ego
(b) To complain to the highest authority
(¢) Tomake someonedizzy or slightly drunk
(d) To arrive at the central point ofthe topic
SS.C. IS I W (L) 21 3R, 2017 (193
SR (%)

39 U @1 FeYY A §Y HHART I3 3R (SSC)
« 3 AR STR-UFE (Revised Answer Key) #
9 U @1 9y A SR GE FAel A B AR [
TSR T A & (Benefit to all) W& &1 Bl
Idioms/Phrases 'To go to somebody's head' T T
2 To cause one to become arrogant; ifsuccess goes
to someone's head, it makes them feel more impor-
tant than they really are; to make someone conceited,;

to afiect someone's brain; make one dizzy, tipsy or

drunk; make one proud or vain.

13. Tomakeamends
(a) To makenew friends
(b) To feel guilty for something you have not done
(c) To compensate
(d) To make flimsy excuses
SS.C. IS @ WM (EI) 21 3R, 2017 (193
FR (¢)

Idioms/P hrases 'To make amends' &1 IR9Y - To
compensate; to makeup to someone for something
that someone or something did; compensate some-
one for a grievance or injury; loss or insult; to do
something to correct a mis take that one has made or

a bad situation that one has caused; makeup for a

wrong d oing, I ' URIREd B; AGArdqel &'l

14. Thealpha and theomega
(a) Happy and sad
(b) The beginning and the end
(¢) The love and the hatred
(d) Truth and dare
S$S.C. 3iFcIsA ¥Ie W (BI) 8 3FRa, 2017 (1-9a)
SR b)

Idioms/Phrases 'The alphaand the omega' &7 qTY
¥ The beginning and the end; the first and last;
starting and end; I ART, @l

15. Throwup the sponge
(a) To attack (b) To laughat someone

(d) Totalkloudly

SS.C. 3FaIsA e WM (1) 8 3R, 2017 (193

FR (¢)

(¢) To surrender
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Idioms/Phrases "Throw up the sponge’ &1 Y &~
To surrender; to give up a contest; to acknowledge

defat; also throw in the towel, give up, acknowl-

edge defeat; (ofboxes or the seconds) throw a towel
(or sponge) into the ring as a token of de feat; aban-
don a struggle; admit defeat; to concede defeat; =
R HM oMl

16. To heave a sigh of relief
(a) To become very tired with routine or boring
work
(b) To suddenly feel very happy because
something unpleasant has not happened or has
ended
(c) To feel extremely sad over someone else's
mis fortune
(d) To feel silent anger over real or perceived
injus tice
SS.C. 3FeTs Fe WW (EI) 18 37T, 2017 (1)
SR b)

Idioms/Phrases 'To heave a sigh ofrelief T arT
2~ To suddenly feel very happy because something
unpleasant has not happened or has ended; to feel
comfortable again afer worrying about something;

T ITET NI I oFl, S 9™ ol

17. Tobeon cloud nine

(a) To extremely happy

(b) To feel lucky

(c) To experience the feeling ofbeing intoxicated

(d) Tomakeone last attempt

SS.C. 3FeTs Fe WW (EI) 18 37T, 2017 (1-d)
TUx (a)

Idioms/Phrases 'To be on cloud nine' &7 Ty -
'To extremely happy; in astate of blissful happiness;
very happy; a state of perfect happiness; extremely
happy; elated, I "Aqd SMTAE TR

18. Tohitthenailon the head
(a) To takeout frustration by beating a person
(b) Tomakea wrong decision
(c) To find exactly theright answer
(d) Tounwittingly fall into atrap
SS.C. 3FeTs Fe W (1) 17 3R, 2017 (1193
TR (©)

Idioms/Phrases 'To hit the nail on the head' T TTY
2 To find exactly the right answer; to say some-
thing that is exactly right or completely true; to do
exactly the right thing; get to the precise point; ™

‘el g o

19. Toput aspokein one's wheel
(a) To be advantageous at the time of difficulty
(b) Tomaintain under all circumstances
(c) Toblame the other party
(d) To put a difficulty in the way ofprogress
SS.C. 3FAs ke W (EI) 8 3T, 2017 (11-9d)
SR d)

Idioms/Phrases "To put a spoke in one's wheel' T
ad B To put a difliculty in the way o fprogress;
to disrupt, il or cause problems to someone's plan,
activity, or project; barrier; prevent someone from
carrying out a plan; JIM ‘<M1 ISHT|

20. Tolet someone off
(a) Tolet someonefall
(b) To leave someone in his present state
(¢) To release someone from blame
(d) To refuse to answer
SS.C. 3FeIsA ¥ W (1) 19 3FRd, 2017 (IH1-9d)
TR (¢)

Idioms/Phrases 'To let someone off &1 AT - To
release someone from blame; to not punish some-
one; grant exemption or release to; to give a light
punishment to someone; to punish someone lightly
or not at all fr a misdeamenaour or offence, ™
&F 1, b I, BIS oAl FHARI T JARAF
(SSC) = Yd H 3 U I Wal SR fddeq (b) F1 AFI
o TRg A TR IRIAT TRIRE (revised) ST
T9F (answer key) H 39 U9H &1 Ia SR @A (c)
31 9 2

21. Togo off theair
(a) To removeventilator ofa patient on his death
bed
(b) To not eat food for a long period of time
(¢) To stop broadcasting aradio or TV program
(d) To waste time on silly or trivial things.
SS.C. 3idsT ¥ W (FI) 21 3FRd, 2017 (11-9d)
TX (¢)
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Idioms/Phrases 'To go off the air' & TG B To
stop broadcasting a radio or TV program; to stop
broadcasting; not broadcasting; not being broad-
cast; 'offthe air' &1 IEIT 2~ not broadcast, but said,
played, or happening in a radio or television studio

context; M ' AR |

22. Tomakea fuss about

(a) To be extremely delighted

(b) To work hard for eventual success

(c) To be very strict or have very high standards

(d) An excessive display of attention or activity

S$S.C. AT FIB WM (FI) 21 3R, 2017 (119
$R d)

Idioms/Phrases 'To make a fiiss about' & aIcd3 2-
An excessive display ofattention or activity; to play
alot of attention to someone or something, to show
that you are pleased with them or like them; cause a
needless commotion or display; treat someone with
excessive attention, solicitude, or affection; ™ ‘U=

IARS &= <A

23. Throwcaution to thewinds.
(a) To be fearful
(b) To wam others not to travel
(c) To behave recklessly
(d) To behave with care and caution
S.S.C. JAaET FT6 ®RA () 2 Rdax, 2016 (11-0d)
TN (©)

3T U Idioms/Phrases 'Throw caution to the winds'
P d@d - 'To behave recklessly; to become very

careless; to do something without worrying about the

25. To take to task.
(a) Forgavehim (b) Slapped him
(c) Gavehim extrawork (d) Reprimanded him

S.S.C. IAFET 96 ¥R A (TI) 2 R, 2016 (1)
SR d)

f&u ¢ Idioms/Phrases 'To take to task' &7 dIcqy -
'Reprimanded him'; to scold or eprimand someone; to

criticize someone angrily br something that they have

done' 3R a1 F=1, TWR=EAET G
26. Tokeep in abeyance.

(a) In a state of permanence
(b) In a state of emergency
(¢) In a state of suspension
(d) In a state ofrevision
S.S.C. JAaET 6 ®RA (1) 8 Ridax, 2016 (1-7d)
TR (©)

2T 70 Idioms/Phrases 'To keep in abeyance @1 ATy
2- 'In a state of suspension; not being used, or being
stopped for a period of time' 3RITT Jeffd Tl

27. Tobein afix.

(a) In pain

(b) In distress

(c) Depressed

(d) In adifficult situation

S.S.C. IAdET ¥I6 ¥R A (TI) 8 R, 2016 (1)

SR d)
3T 717 Idioms/Phrases 'To bein a fix' &1 ¥ - Tn
a difficult situation'; in a bad situation; to have a
problem that is difficult to solve' 3RfK TaREe, s
3 R #l

risk or negative result' 3RITA TURAR BT, SR w7
ERECEEI

24. Throwcdd wate.
(a) Encourage (b) Discourage
(c) Attack (d) Drench
S.S.C. IAdET 6 <RA (1) 4 RE=, 2016 (I-=d)
W b)

faT U Idioms/Phrases 'T hrow cold water' &7 Tk -
'Discourage; to express misgivings about or
disapproval; to be negative about something; to
criticize someone's opinions orideas and stop people
believing them or being excited about them' 3RIT

gacdRd HRAI

28. To breaktheice.
(a) Made people angry
(b) Made people laugh
(c) Madepeople excited
(d) Made people relaxed and comfortable
S.S.C. JAaET 6 ®RA (1) 8 Ridax, 2016 (1)
S.S.C. F.C.1. g, 2013
SR d)

fau T Idioms/Phrases 'To break the ice' &1 Uy &-
'Made people relaxed and comfortable; to attempt to

become friends with someone; to do or say something

that makes people feel less shy or nervous in social

situation; M ‘' Zaft dre='l
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29. To take to heart.
(a) To be greatly afected
(b) To take something heartily
(c) To strike at the heart, out of enjoyment
(d) To suffer from heart disease
S.S.C. AT FT6 ¥RA (TI) 30 3FR<, 2016 (1)
S.S.C. E.C.I. a<¥, 2012
TTX ()

faT U Idioms/Phrases 'To take to heart' &7 T -
'"To be greatly affected; be deeply moved or afected
or upset by; to grieve over' IM ‘UHIId &8FT; HET a1
F1 9gd T A
30. Tobring tolight.
(a) Toput on light
(b) To reveal
(c) Tobring alight
(d) To arrange light sufficiently
S.S.C. BT ¥ T6 ¥RA (1) 30 3FR<, 2016 (1)
S.S.C. AT 16 ¥RRA (1) 2 R, 2016 (1-1d)
SW b)

f&T 1Y Idioms/Phrases 'To pull a long face' FT IR
2 'looked sad'; glum; disapproving' 3pfq § ICHHI,
ERCIREECRIl
33. Tobeatabout the bush.
(a) To tryto win favours
(b) Totalk well
(c) To talk about relevant things

(d) Totalk aboutirrelevant things
S.S.C. Igh TR JFvS (10+2) WK gien, 2010
S.S.C. InagT 6 RA (1) 2 Re=, 2016 (111-d)
S.S.C. BReTd (G.D.) T¥ET, 2015
S.S.C. ¥g® FRE Wi (Tier-1) udien, 2014
R (d)

T W Idioms/Phrases 'To bring to light' &1 e 2-
'"To reveal; to expose or disclose something that was
hidden or unknown; to find out information; to
discover or reveal; to present or reveal someone or
something to the public; to makesomething known;
to discover facts; make or become widely known or
evident' I ‘Uhe BHT; W< B STFT; SOINR YT

3T 7 Idioms/Phrases 'To beat about the bush' &
I 2 'To talk about irrelevant things; to discuss a
topic wit hout being specific about anything ; discuss
a matter without coming to the point; avoiding the
main topic; does not talk especifically; not to come to
the point; speak in a round-about manner' I 'FER-
SR B I AT, GAIRGR 910 AT G e W A

3l

T ST
31. To angle.

(a) To measure the river breadth
(b) To fish with anet
(c) To fish
(d) To sit and watch the river
S.S.C. IAFET ¥T6 ¥RA (T-I) 27 7R, 2016 (ITI-1d)
SR ()

U "W Idioms/Phrases 'To angle' @1 TE B 'To
fish; to fish with a hook and line; T™ ‘B A #Ball
qdsHl|

32. Topull alongface.
(a) Looked happily (b) Looked surprised
(c) Looked sad (d) Looked calm
S.S.C. IFaE+ T ®RA (T-I) 27 7R, 2016 (1)
ST (0)

34. To strikea chord.
(a) Tohit the wrong note

(b) To strum a guitar
(¢) Tobereminded ofsomething familiar
(d) To hit the chords forcefully
S.S.C. 9@ TR Iavs (10+2) W uiam, 2015
FTX (©)

¥Eiihd aredier (Idioms/P hrases) &7 Al@d 3 'To be
reminded ofsomething familiar; trigger a feeling or
memory; to cause someone rememberin g something,
to remind someone of something, to be familiar; cause

someone to feel sympathy, emotion or enthusiasm.

35. I have taken fancy to this car.
(a) given imaginative touches
(b) developed liking for
(c) improved
(d) revised
S.S.C. FreTd (G.D.) U<k, 2015
SWR b)

¥giihd areater (Idioms/ Phrases) 3T O - 'devdoped
liking for; to start liking someone or something, offen
without an obvious reason; I 'TRiE FAT

S.S.C.

(632)

English Language



36. Tobein aquandary.
(a) to be in a confusing situation
(b) to bein an unenviable position
(c) to beina commanding position
(d) to beon the alert
S.S.C. IFh gRR v (10+2) WRII 9, 2015
SR @)

i g (Idioms/P hrases) &1 I 2 'to be in
a confusing situation; to be in the state of not being
ableto decide what to do in a difficult situation'; JI™
uncertain about what to do; perplexed; "Selg= 3RIAT
gfaen ¥ gl
37. Thejuryis out.
(a) The jury has taken a break between hearings
(b) No decision has been reached
(c) The entire jury decides to stay out of the
proceedin gs
(d) A jury member is absent
S.S.C. g gRR IFUS (10+2) W i, 2015
SR b)

YEifda arearer (Idioms/Phrases) &1 d@d & 'No
decision has been reached; the jury is (still) out on
something used when you are saying that something
is still not certain,’; judgement has not yet been

finalised on a particular subject; especially due to
informati on being incomplete; a decision has not yet

been reached; I ‘arfadm & RerRyl

38. Tomale up one'smind.
(a) Toremember things clearly

(b) To remind oneselfof something
(c) Tothink creatively
(d) To decide what to do
S.S.C. g gRR IBUS (10+2) W g, 2015
SIX @)

Ngiihd arearer (Idioms/P hrases) &1 Ty 2- 'to decide
what to do; ifyou makeup vour mind, you makea

decision; orm an opinion or decision, resolve; ™
‘freag w3 oF

39. Nowadaysit hasbecome a fashion to take French

L eave.

(a) Saying goodbye in French style

(b) Absenting oneself without pemission

(c) Taking leave to go to France

(d) Seeking pemmission from French Embassy
S.S.C. IFh gTRR v (10+2) WA 9diem, 2015

S.S.C. Wgh ¥RE WREA (Tier-IT) 7en, 2015
SR b)

Ygiihd ad (Idioms/P hrases) &7 I - 'absenting
oneself without permission; to take leave without
permission; absence from work or duty without
permission; being absent without permission’ A= f&=

TN F T BISHY Fcl STHI AT IR BT ST
40. Intemationalmonetary affairs aregovemed by the

gnomes of Zurich.
(a) foreign leaders
(b) big internati onal bankers

(c) guardians of treasure
(d) witchcraft of Zurich

S.S.C. Ugwh TR JFvsI (10+2) W udem, 2015
IR b)

YEifhd qEd (Idioms/P hrases) &1 dIGd - 'a big
internati onal bankers'; aterm used by British Labour
Party ministers in the 1960s,when the pound was

losing value, to refrto S wiss bankers and the power

and influence with which they control forei gn money.

41. Toeathumble pie.
(a) to act apologetically
(b) to starve
(c) to havea low estimate of oneself
(d) to pretend to be humble
S.S.C. Ug® TR JFusY (10+2) W uem, 2015
S.S.C. C.P.O. w3eT, 2015
SR @)

YEiihd a@rd (Idioms/P hrases) @1 ddd 2- 'to act
apologetically; to apologize abjectly, to say and show
that you are sorry for a mistake that you make; act

submissively and apologetically, especially admitting
an error;, A N ', FF TS

42. Men like Vidyasagar and Bhagat Singh are the

saltof the earth.
(a) famous men (b) hardworking men
(¢) ideal men (d) makers of the earth

S.S.C. ¥Fh TR JFvS (10+2) W 9, 2015
TR (0)

YEifhd i@l (Idioms/P hrases) &1 dlad 2- 'ideal
men; people or classes morally advanced; a very good
and honest person that you can always depend on;
the wholesome portion ofa community, that portion

ofa community which has a good influence upon the

rest, A 'IGY ARF’, ‘g & SAMKR ARI'|
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43. Toshun evil conpany.
(a) Tokick out evil company

(b) To giveup evil company
(c) To put offevil company
(d) Tolet loose evil company
S.S.C. IFh gRR IBvs (10+2) WRIF i, 2015
ST b)

Y@ifhd e (Idioms/P hrases) &1 RT3 &~ 'To give
up evil company' JM g W Bl
44. You will be reminded of the seamy side of life if

you visit the slum tenements.
(a) the softer aspects

(b) the unpleasant aspects
(c) the pleasanter aspects
(d) the gentler aspects
S.S.C. IFh TRR IJBvsI (10+2) WRIY e, 2015
IR b)

Yifea arearer (Idioms/Phrases) &1 a9y g 'the
unpleasant aspect or the most unpleasant or roughest
aspect of life; the worst side or view ofanything; the

seamy side of something is the 'unpleasant or sordid
aspect it has,' IIM ‘Sia a1 JBRAGR TaT'|

¥ areaer (Idioms/P hrases) &1 A9 & 'gave up
my plan; to cease to struggle; to despair of s uccess in
any enterprise, to confss oneself vanquished; give
up; accept defat.

48. 1 cannot allow you to take liberties with me.
(a) fool around
(b) do whatever you want
(c) share my liberty
(d) treat me disrespectfully
S.S.C. MR (='W}’ wd ‘<), wdiew, 2014
SR d)

YEiihd a@d (Idioms/P hrases) @1 drcdd faged (d)
'treat me disrespectfully'; 'to be too friendly with

somebody, especially in a sexual way'. ¥ Bl

49. Beforegoingto the party thechildren weretold to

mind thdrp's and g's.

(a) to learn the alphabet

(b) to complete their homework

(c) to dress up propetly

(d) to take care oftheir b ehaviour

S.S.C. wRHAmBR (I A/’ Td ‘AY), g¥er, 2014

IR d)

45. I was taken abackwhen he proposed to marry my

daugh ter
(a) hurt (b) shocked
(c) pleased (d) surprised
S.S.C.C.P.0. wd&1, 2015
SR @)

N@ifhd qE@d (Idioms/P hrases) &1 arad fdded (d)
'to take care oftheir behaviour'; 'to beahvein the most
polite way you can' ¥ &l

gihd araiel (Idioms/Phrases) $T a1 - 'surprised',
to surprise or astonish,' I ‘@fdd g1 SIFT|

46. Towin laurds.
(a) To be victorious in a game
(b) To memorise
(c) To be disappointed
(d) To earn great prestige
S.S.C.C.P.0. w4, 2015
IR d)

Ygiihd aredter (Idioms/P hrases) &1 Ay g 'to earn
great prestige; to win honour; to win distinction;' IS
'R ST FRAT|

47. 1 threwup my cards forwant of funds.
(a) gaveup my plan
(b) put my whole income at stake
(c) gambled all mymoney
(d) looked out for help
S.S.C. ¥geh ¥Rd R (Tier-11) Tsien, 2015

TTN @)

50. "Don'ttry tothrowdust into my eve. You will not
succeed."
(a) You should not try to blind me with dust.
(b) Tknow how to protect my eyes.
(¢) Iwill notletyou blind me with dust.
(d) "Don't try to mislead or confuse me."
S.S.C. 9gh ¥RE WA (Tier-1I) wdiem, 2013
S.S.C. Wgw TR JFusY (10+2) TR uem, 2014
SR d)

YEiihd ad (Idioms/P hrases) &1 Aad faged (b)
‘Don't try to mislead or confise me; cheat me', ‘MG H
gl e A gl
51. Deepakdid not care for his family, he wanted to
gatherroses only.
(a) to save money miserly
(b) to paint a rosy picture of the past
(c) to seek all enjoyments oflife
(d) to obtain fame by hardwork
S.S.C. ¥gh TR JBvs (10+2) wHF v, 2014
TR (©)

¥giihd aredier (Idioms/P hrases) &1 acad faded (c) 'to
seek all enjoyments oflife' 31 gl

S.S.C.
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52. Heworked hard to featherhis nest.
(a) be the envy of others
(b) trap birds
(c) decorate his home
(d) provide for his own needs
S.S.C. ¥ W (Tier-I) aem, 2011
S.S.C. g FRd WA (Tier-1T) T, 2015
S.S.C. g gRR IBUS (10+2) WK ger, 2014
AN d)

Ygiihd areater (Idioms/P hrases) &1 Ty g- 'provides
for his own needs; to provide for one's own personal
comfrt and interests; to lay by money for oneself to
dishonestly use your position at work to get a lot of
money for yourself, to make yourselfrich, especially
in a way that is unfair or dishonest; if someone feathers
their own nest, they use their position or job for
personal gain, make money for oneself in an
opportunistic or selfish way;' I ‘TERT S &d W
SIRMHTIS gl YIQ NICERERIEI

53. With great difficulty he was able to carve out a
niche for himself.
(a) becamea sculptor
(b) did the best he could do
(c) destroyed his career
(d) developed a specific position for himself
S.S.C. 9gw ¥ W (Tier-T) usien, 2014
SR @)

@b g (Idioms/P hrases) &1 arddl fd@eq (d)

'developed a specific position for himself a1 ‘g
3 AT WA §HFIAH FHET ¥ 'l

54. You will su cceed if you follow my advice to the

letter.

(a) about writi ng letters

(b) writtenin the letter

(¢) in every detail

(d) very thoughtfully

S.S.C. 9gw ¥ W (Tier-T) udien, 2014

TR (©)

N@ifhd arFamen (Idioms/P hrases) &1 Tqafaded (c)'in
every detail'; doing/following exactly what
somebody/ something says, paying attention to
every detail, literally and strictly' 31 &l

Ex. I bllowed your instructions to the letter

55. Acritic's work is to read between thelines.
(a) to comprehend the meaning
(b) to appreciate the inner beauty

(c) to understand the inner meaning
(d) to read carefully
S.S.C. 9gh FRe WRE (Tier-T) usier, 2014
S.S.C. Tax. Asst. Te1, 2009
SR (0)

¥giihd aredier (Idioms/P hrases) &7 aadfdded (c) 'to

understand the inner meaning'; to look for or discover

a meaning in something that is not openly stated; to
see a writer's concealed m eaning; find more meaning
than the words appear to express' M ‘a8 3Rf &
SIRSEACTUT IS IR R

56. Tobury thehatchet.
(a) to keep a secret (b) to make peace
(c) to obtain money  (d) to make friends
S.S.C. IgH Fas WA (Tier-I) Tien, 2013, 2014
S.S.C. IgR Fas WA (Tier-11) 7diem, 2012
SR (b)

Yiihd arearer (Idioms/Phrases) &1 ddd 3 'to
make peace’; to cease fighting. The phrase comes
from a Red Indian custom in warfare; to stop being
unfiiendly and become friends again. 3R ' SFRST
T G A g

57. I have recently changed myjob and Iam goingto

have teething problems.

(a) difficulties at the start

(b) difficulties at the end

(¢) difficultiesall thetime

(d) problem with my teeth

S.S.C. 9 SRET (MLT.S.) Tdier, 2014

T (a)

Wi @ (Idioms/Phrases) &1 Add fadey (a)
difficulties at the start; samll problems that a com-

pany, product, system etc. has at the beginning. 3Rfd
IRTE TR0 H BT HioARa gl

58. T amsure the girls will fight tooth an d nail for
thier rights.
(a) withall their might
(b) without any weapon
(¢) in acowardly manner
(d) with all theirrights
S.S.C. 9 SRET (MLT.S.) Tdier, 2014
S.S.C. ¥geh ¥d R (Tier-11) Tsien, 2014
S.S.C. IFwh gRR I@vs (10+2) WRIF uer, 2011
S.S.C. Section Off. T, 2006

TN @)
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N@ifhad arFamen (Idioms/P hrases) &1 TG 2 'with all
their might; fight very fiercely; to use every means
possible to overcome a difficult opposition; engage
in vigorous combat or make a strenuous effort, using
all one's resources; with strength and fury; to make
every possible effort; to oppose reolutaly' I ‘il
ST ¥ Fe |

97 H UYF Idioms/phrase &1 G g 'under all

circumstances; through every obstacle; daunted by

nothing. (F IRFA! F dMa9[S)

59. Ifyou want © solvethe problem forever you must
takethe bull by the horns.
(a) pull the bull's homs.
(b) face a difliculty or danger boldly.

(c) run away from a difficulty or danger.

(d) face a difficulty or danger confidently.
S.S.C. T R Wl (10+2) WA 9Re] 2012, 2013, 2015

Y@ifhd qEae (Idioms/P hrases) @1 @y f3de (b)

face a difficulty or danger boldly or courageously; to

attack something formidable in a bold and direct
fashion ' URT/FCT BT T NN AEAYAD AFAT FRAT
3 2l

60. Thedieis cast and nothing can be done now.
(a) The game has been played
(b) There has been a failure
(c) The effect has worn out
(d) The decision has been taken
S.S.C. gh gRR IBUS (10+2) Wi gdem, 2013
AR d)

YT a@el (Idioms/Phrases) BT drd B&a@ (d) The
decision has been taken; said when a situation is certain
to develop in a particular way because decisions have
been taken that cannot be changed and fate will decide

the consequences; the decision is made; the decisive

step is taken ‘U W¥el PRIGEA 9 S Fa' 3 =l

61. Ifyou dewelop friendship with an individual, you
must stand by him through thickand thin.
(a) to accompany through a thick forest
(b) in day and night
(¢) to think about his/her welfare
(d) under all circumstances
S.S.C. ¥gh FRs WRIA (Tier-11) Tien, 2012
S.S.C. Ugw FRd WA (Tier-T) udien, 2013
SR (d)

62. Thousands put on a daily fight to keep thewolf
from the door.
(a) guard from pickpockets
(b) ward off mosquitoes
(c) keep oneself healthy
(d) avoid starvation
S.S.C. C.P.O. u<iat, 2011
S.S.C. E.C.1. gk, 2013
S.S.C. wHaImR (IS | wd L) e, 2011
S.S.C. ¥geh FRG WA (Tier-T) Tem, 2014
S.S.C. Weel SiR&T (M.T.S.) uien, 2014
SR d)

I H UFF I@iidd 3R (Idiom/Phrase) I A
fd%eu (d) avoid starvation; to have enough money
to avoid going hungry; to avoid extreme poverty;
escape starvation; avoid starvation ¥ gl

63. 1 take my hat off to all those who donateblood
regularly.
(a) Congratulate
(c) Admire

(b) Welcome

(d) Encourage
S.S.C. wY R adiem, 2013
TR (©)

9 H ggFd I@ibd 3 (Idiom/Phrase) 31 drqd
fadeq (c) Admire I Bl When a person take his hat
offto somebody it means that he admires somebody
very much for something they have done.

64. You better learn to toe the line to avoid

consequences.

(a) To be indiferent to rules

(b) Todisobey rule

(c) To Pollow the lead

(d) To makeyour own rules

S.S.C. weet R g, 2013

SR (9

IR H TP I@iidd 3R (Idiom/Phrase) 31 A
fa@eq (c) To Hllow the lead 3 81 When a person toe
the line it means to say or do what somebody in
authority tells you to say or do, even ifyou do not

share the same opinions.

S.S.C.
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65. Shevaguely takes after her grand mother.
(a) accepts (b) constitutes

(c) Pllows (d) resembles

S.S.C. wictl eSiReT udien, 2013

S.S.C. Igwh gRR v (10+2) Wi adiem, 2015

IR (d)

I H UPF @liidd 3R (Idiom/Phrase) 1 Add
3% (d) resembles ¥ Bl $9GT 3Rf B to look or
behave like an older member ofyour family, espe-
cially your mother or father; to resemble, A1 ' AG
BRI

66. Don't lose heart, but tide over dangers and

difficultiesboldly.
(a) Ignore (b) Welcome
(c) Retaliate (d) Overcome

S.S.C. U AR Javsd (10+2) Wi udien, 2012
SR (@)

qEg H Ugad Idioms/phrase &1 el B 'overcome’, to
overcome a difficulty temporarily; is to surmount; to
cause to overcome. (JR&aAT IR IR UMI; &1 91 W
=0 U

67. I took exception to his remarks and left the

meefing.
(a) Objected (b) Suggested
(c) Heard (d) Excused
S.S.C. Wgh AR JBus (10+2) W uder, 2011,
2012, 2013
TTN (a)

f&u " ar@@ # Idioms/phrase ¥ AT ® 'objected;
object to; disagree with; protest against; object;
objected to, (SREHA BFT; TARET H3)

68. Heis a nationalist tothe core.

(a) Partially (b)Ultimaely
(c) Completely (d) Consequently
S.S.C. F.C.1. 9<%, 2012
S (b)

919 H UgF Idioms/phrase 31 3Rf 7 'ultimately'. (3B
TF; TENIs d%; Hield wY )

69. Tum up.
(a) Twist (b) Appear
(c) Curt (d)Wind

S.S.C. ¥geh TR Jdvs (10+2) WRI udien, 2012
JR (b)

919 ¥ UFFd phrase 'turn up' 1 IGY B 'to appear’, 'to
show oneself, 'to happen unexpectedly; to come to

light; to transpire, to happen. (SUReT BIF)

70. Toputan end fo.
(a) Continue (b) Start
(¢) Stop (d) Enforce
S.S.C. ¥geh TR Jdvs (10+2) WRI udien, 2012
TR (¢)

919 H UYF phrase 1 AT B 'to stop; cause to end.

(RreT; <afd =)

71. Tohail from.
(a)Call (b) Receive
(¢) Come from (d) Arrive

S.S.C. ¥gh TR Jdvs (10+2) Wi udien, 2012
TR (©)

91 | TYF phrase F1 T & 'have come from'. (ISH
I $1 Y d1al gF)

72. Ifheislazy, why don't you turn him off.
(a) Dismiss (b) Wam
(¢) Scold (d) Punish
S.S.C. g TR Jdvs (10+2) R udien, 2012
SR (a)

97 H UgF Idioms/phrase I 3RI B 'to dismiss'.
(SERa B <)

73. Toegz on.
(a) to ask (b) to wam
(c) to urge (d) to advice

S.S.C. =R (s A’ wd ‘YY) uden, 2012
TR (©)

aEg | Ugdd Idioms/phrase &1 TRT B 'to urge’ or 'to
incite'; to instigate. (T 31 SHFAMT AT TSHFAT RIAT
o @)
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74. The projectis carried over to this year and we need

to keep the ball rolling.

(a) to continue the work (b) more information
(c) to do better (d)new strategies
S.S.C. WG FRS wRIA (Tier-I) wdiem, 2012
SR (a)

917§ ugFd Idioms/phrase 1 J9 ® 'to continue the
work; encourage us to continue. (dTdid)/fHIFHaM
IE B A SR D)

75. I hope to talk himover o our view.
(a) convince (b) support

(c) oppose (d) analyze

S.S.C. Wgh ¥R WRIA (Tier-11) uen, 2012

TN (a)

919§ TYFd Idioms/phrase I 32T B 'to convince'; to

persuade; persuade somebody to accept or agree to

something. (TaR-fawe @)

76. Sarala is always ready toeatanyone's salt.
(a) an infectious disease
(b)to deceive someone
(c) to be one's guest
(d) to cook tasty dishes
S.S.C. W ¥R WRIA (Tier-1I) uden, 2012
SR (9

9198 H UgF Idioms/phrase 31 @Y 2 'to be one's

guest; to partake ofhis hospitality; to be his guest or
independent. (81 &1 FgAM &)

77. Sheis too fond of herown voice.

(a) loves singing

(b) very selfish

(c) does not listen properly to anyone else

(d) very talkative
S.S.C. g AR AFUST (10+2) W aden, 2011
SR (9

ORI gRT U1 T AR G 1 e T B ¥ -
ST B A ey e 3

78. Tolook down one's nose.

(a) To show anger

(b) To retaliate

(¢) To insult in the presence ofothers

(d) To regard with contempt
S.S.C. U™ AR IFUS (10+2) WM gden, 2011
SR d)

I | Ugdd Idioms/phrase &1 TG B 'regard with

contempt; have alow opinion of, 3R &1 31 =&
TESFT A1 3Y ST | Sl

79. A false friend never hesitates to shed crocodile

tears.
(a) to pretend to be sympathetic
(b) to feel disappointed
(¢) to move from one place to another
(d) to show false happiness
S.S.C. ¥5p TR Wosd (10+2) W wdia 2011, 2015
SR @)

¥giihd areater (Idioms/ Phrases) &1 e 2- 'to pretend
to be sympathetic; hypocritical tears shed by an

unfeeling person; if somebody sheds (cries) crocodile
tears, they pretend to be sad about something, but
they are not really sad at all; to pretend grief arM

"OfSIl AR A S Y g7
80. To go scot-free.
(a) Towalk like anative ofScotland

(b) To get something free

(c) To escape without punishment

(d) Tosavetax
S.S.C. ¥Fh TR v (10+2) W uden, 2011
TR (©)

39 Idiom/Phrase & @ & 'to escape without
punishment' (4ST B SIFT) 3RIW 'quite uninjured';
exempt from payment; untaxed; and hence; unhurt;
saf; without molestation; scotformerly was thename
ofa tax or assessment. Hence scot fiee is literally fiee
from the scot or tax.

81. Toexplore every avenue.

(a) To search all streets

(b) To scout the wilderness

(c) To find adventure

(d) To try every opportunity
S.S.C. IFh TR I@vsy (10+2) W uden, 2011
SR @)

S.S.C.
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&T T Idiom/Phrase &1 a3~ To try every op-
portunity 3RIdl to try every possibility in order to
obtain aresult or find a solution.

82. Tohavesomehingup one'ssleeve.
(a) To hidesomething in the sleeve
(b) To play a magician trick
(c) To havea secret plan
(d) To play hide and seek
S.S.C. IFh AR JBUSI (10+2) WM g, 2011
SR (0

If you have something up your sleeve, you have
some hidden or secret plan, idea etc. to use to your

advantage when the time is right.

83. Tomiss the bus.
(a) To miss the bus that one regularly takes
(b) To miss an opportunity
(c) To have something to fall back upon
(d) To find fwlt with others
S.S.C. Igh AR ABus (10+2) R Ten, 2011
S (b)

To miss the bus T TEII To miss an opportunity
TN Y 3D IR MHd 9’ A 2

84. Tocall ita day.
(a) decide to finish working

(b) put offwork foranother day
(c) give the day a name
(d) the day was marvellous
S.S.C. IFwh gRR v (10+2) WRIT e, 2015
S.S.C. E.C.I. a<E, 2012
S.S.C. ¥ W usie, 2011
TTN @)

@ifhd q@ad (Idioms/P hrases) &1 1@y - 'decide
to finish working; ifyou call it a day, you stop doing
something for a while, normally at least until the
Pllowing day; to stop an activity for the rest ofthe
day; to stop the work you are doing; to conclude
proceedings' IAM ‘f&7 R & fow I8 T I
idHd Idiom g 7RI & 3R Idiom & w9 H IUIH
IR BTN 'to call ina day' & I TR 'to call ita
day' ¥ Wy ¥ B o 2l

85. To give currency.
(a) To make publicly known

(b) To misinterpret
(c) To bestow importance
(d) To originate
S.S.C. F.C.1. gk, 2012
SR (a)

g9 Idiom/Phrase 3T TG 'to make publicly known'

3RIM 'to give publicly; to spread story arround ¥ B

86. Toplayhavocwith.
(a) Toruin (b) Toalter
(d) To affect

S.S.C. EC.I. kT, 2012

(c) To swallow

TN (a)

39 Idiom/Phrase &1 A1y 'to ruin' 3R 'to cause
someone to have trouble doing something; to dam-

age something ¥ g

87. Toloseground.
(a) To become less powerful

(b) To become less popular
(c) Tolose foundation
(d) To be without a leader
S.S.C. F.C.1. a3k, 2012
T (a)

f&U 0 Idiom/Phrase & a3 'To become less pow-
erfiil; to retreat; to give way I ‘3MER @ J Afed
P ofedad aF1 ¥ Bl

88. Tomakeboth ends meet.
(a) To buy costly articles

(b) Tolive a luxurious life
(¢) Tolivewithin one'sincome
(d) To pleaseall people
S.S.C. E.C.1. gk, 2012
S.S.C. (STe1 Ul 3iRex) uiet, 2009
SR ()

39 Idiom/Phrase &1 I 'To live within one's in-
come' IR '"To make one's income cover one's ex-
penditure; to keep out of debt; to live within one;'s

uncome' I Bl

S.S.C.
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89. Tofall back on.
(a) To oppose something important
(b) To suffer an injury on the back in an accident
(c) To fail to do something important in time
(d) To seek support out ofnecessity
S.S.C. E.C.L <, 2012
SR d)

feu U Idiom/Phrase &1 I 'To seek support out
of necessity I &l ToR &t fawe aRRRT #
MATFIIIR TR & foaw maeelid M1 4 @l

2T U Idiom/Phrase 3T IR 'to escape g, I
to go faster than someone else in race; to abscond.

94. Todiein harness.
(a) Premeditated murder
(b) Dying young in an accident

(c) Todie while in service
(d) To be taken by surprise
S.S.C. ¥% WX (Tier-I) e, 2011
FX (¢)

99 Idiom/Phrase &7 13 'to die while in service' ¥

90. Tomakeone's blood boil.
(a) To makesomebody furious
(b) To develop fever
(c) To get excited

(d) To make someone nervous
S.S.C. F.C.I. u<ke, 2012
T (a)

B, 5915 9 Idiom ¥ - 'in harness' - 9T 3T 8- 'On
duty or at work; to continue at one's occupation un-

g% Idiom/Phrase & T 'To make somebody fiiri-
ous IM ‘TR & T T H Id IA’ A Bl

91. To strain every nerve.

(a) To makeutmost eforts
(b) To feel weak and tired
(c) Tobea diligent worker
(d) To be methodical in work
S.S.C. ¥ W (Tier-I) T, 2011
T (a)

feUTU Idiom/Phrase F1 A3 'to make utmost eforts'

g AW 'to try extremly hard to do something.

92. Toflogadeadhorse.
(a) To whip a dead horse

(b) To attempt to do the impossible
(c) Waste one's efforts
(d) To take advantage ofa weakness
S.S.C. ¥ WM (Tier-I) e, 2011
ST (9

fau T Idiom/Phrase 31 G 'to waste one's efforts'
3 =l

93. Toshowa dean pair of heds.
(a) Tohide (b) To escape
(¢) To pursue (d) To ollow
S.S.C. ¥E® R (Tier-I) T, 2011

SR b)

til one's death ; to refuse to retire from active life.

95. Tobe all atsea.
(a) A family voyage
(b) Lost and confised
(¢) Inthe middle ofthe ocean
(d) A string ofislands
S.S.C. ¥% W (Tier-I) e, 2011
SR b)

39 'Idiom/P hrase' &1 T 2- in astate of perplexity
or unableto give any explanation or solution.

96. Tobite thedust.
(a) Eat voraciously
(b) Have nothing to eat
(c) Eat roots
(d) None ofthe above
S.S.C. ¥ W (Tier-1) wdien, 2011
SR @)

T 9 '[diom/Phrase’ &1 gl SR (d) B, Iy

BT I S T AR Bl 3T I - to die or
to give out.

97. To take to one's heels.
(a) Towalk slowly (b) To run away
(¢) To march forward (d) Tohop and jump
S.S.C. ¥ ¥Wr (Tier-1) wdien, 2011

3R b)

% 'Idiom/P hrase' &1 I3 'to run away' Il

98. Therewas ajob for me tocutmy teeth on.
(a) to gain experience
(b) to try
(¢) so sharpen my wits

(d) to earn a decent salary
S.S.C. A& TR aen, 2011
T (a)

S.S.C.
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9 Idiom/Phrase &1 a1 'to gain experience 3 'to
learn or do as a beginner or at the start of one's ca-

reer’ 3 Bl

99. To pull strings.
(a) To tease

(b) To play with ropes
(c) To exert hidden influence
(d) To play music
S.S.C. IR (IS M wd L) wdew, 2011
S.S.C. 7 efReT adiem, 2011
TR (©)

399 Idiom/Phrase &7 9 § - 'to exert hidden influ-
ence; to set in action secretly; to be the real though

hidden promoter ofanything; use personal influence.

100. To weigh up thepros and cons is ©.
(a) measure the ingredients
(b) observe etiquette
(c) consider all facts
(d) postpone action
S.S.C. R (s A’ Tl ‘|Y) gew, 2011
S.S.C. Sedion off. Tk, 2006
S.S.C. Tax Asst. USET, 2007

TR (¢)

Idiom/Phrase &1 3Rf 'considerall facts' 3 arguments
for and against (minute discussion) for and against

3RI 61 SR 31 BT F gd 1 gegRl W R
FRAT BRT B

101. to take someone for aride.

(a) to give aride to someone
(b) to deceive someone
(c) to be indiferent
(d) to disclose a secret
S.S.C. e W 9diem, 2011
SR b)

fou 1T Idiom/Phrase ST A3 'to deceive someone' Wl
Iwas taken for a ride on this matter.

102. Tomoveheaven and earth.

(a) to cause an earthquake
(b) to try everything possible
(c) to pray to all Gods

(d) to travelin a rocket

S.S.C. Fee W ga, 2011
TR )

&7 MY Idiom/phrase 1 TET 'to try everything pos-
sible' A1 'to make every possible efort' I Bl 3@ 3

2 'to do everything you can to achieve something'.

103. The teacher advised the student totake into acoount
theadvice given by theelders.
(a) to obey (b) to neglect
(d) to reject

S.S.C. Tax Asst. €T, 2007

(c) to consider

TR (©)

APIh [FeTaR 1 T § - 'to consider' M 'to make
allowance for' 3RIRT ‘faaR =1 A1 &4 G|

104. Naresh Goyalhad tostand on his fed very eallyin

hislife.

(a) to be physically strong

(b)to be independent

(c) to stand erect

(d) to be successful

S.S.C. C.P.O. u<E, 2010

S b)

Idiom/P hrase &T 3Rf 'to be independent'  3rifd

‘AN BFT' BRI
105.John's offerof help wasturned down by the police.
(a) sent back (b) twisted around
(c) refused (d) handed over
S.S.C. W AR JBus (10+2) WA uer, 2010
SR ()

Idiom/Phrase &1 37 'refised' 3rfE QWTQT‘IT RO

106. His friends beat the boy topay off old scores.
(a) to refund old dues
(b) to take revenge

(c) to force him to be a scorerin a match

(d) because he had not scored well earlier
S.S.C. W AR JBusI (10+2) W ger, 2010
SR b)

Idiom/Phrase &1 3®f 'to take revenge 3RIW ¥l
R Sl ARIRS, ARG A1 3R gUs ¢ WU H Bl

RET RN

S.S.C.
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107. Thestudents were advised topore over the lessons

thoroughly.
(a) go through (b) go down
(0) go off (d) go out

S.S.C. (STl JmRex) e, 2009
TTX (a)

111. TheEarl of Lecesta threwdown theglove.
(a) accepted defat
(b) rejected the prize
(c) resorted to wrong tactics
(d) gave a challenge
S.S.C.Tax Asst. U<iet, 2009
IR d)

Idiom/Phrase &7 T ¢ go through’ B ST ATy
Tg M B ‘to read something carefilly; study with

close attention.

108. The administration found it difficultto cope with

the striking employees.

(a) move

(b) compromise

(c¢) handle

(d) subdue

S.S.C. (STe1Tg) JmRex) g, 2008

TR (©)

'gave a challenge' (989 1 g€ & faw) eefid g

Q1 'to challenge; to show readiness to fight with.

112. The teacher took me to task for not completing my

homework

(a) gaveme additional homework

(b) punished me

(c) took me to the principal

(d) reduced my homework

S.S.C. WIS gdien, 2011

SR b)

Idiom/Phrase &7 3% ‘punished me’ 'to reprove 1

'to find fault with' 3R 'R B Bl 2l

Idiom/Phrase &1 I9 ‘handle’ (TreWd 98T) ¥ Bl

109. I joined college late and found it difficult tocatch

up with other students.
(a) to compete with
(b)to cometo theirlevel
(c) to overtake them
(d) to hold them and stop
S.S.C.Tax Asst. a<tem, 2009
WX b)

£ ﬂ‘a’ﬁ? BT I B 'come to their level' 3RIT ‘&RTR
31 uga|
110. Theyhavemade many changes in the policy, but

how many of these changesaregoing to affec the
man in the street ?
(a) the homeless man
(b) the ordinary man
(c) the man who works on the street
(d) the man who repairs road
S.S.C.Tax Asst. a<iet, 2009
S b)

B ﬂ’s-’l’d? Bl daY g 'the ordinary man' et
SRR (faRa: T9 <19, $96 el Ud ARy 61
g B <)

113. OurPrincipal is not a man tomincemattas.
(a) to confise issues
(b) to say something mildly
(c) to mix everything together
(d) tobe very modest
S.S.C. Tax Asst. T<ET, 2008
SR b)

Idiom/phrese &1 3®f ¥ 'moderate or restrain one's

language to be polite'.

114. We tend to take for granted the conveniences of
modern life.
(a) to consider (b) to admit
(c) to accept readily (b) to care for
S.S.C. Tax Asst. T<ET, 2008
BTN (0)

Idiom/phrase &1 32T “to accept readily' 2l

115. The success of his first novel completely tumed

hishead.

(a) made him vain

(b) madehim look back

(c) changed him completely

(d) made him think

S.S.C. Tax Asst. T<ET, 2008

TR (@)

Idiom/phrase &1 39T 'made him vain' gl ST T
- AR §HI

S.S.C.

(642)
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116. She turns up her noseat this kind of dress.
(b) loves

(d) can just tolerate
S.S.C. Tax Asst. U<ET, 2008

(a) despises

(c) sees no ham in

TTN @)

Idiom/phrase &1 T - 'despises' S AT B 'to

show contempt (despise) for'.

117. Thave dedded togive it ashot.
(a) clicka picture (b) try something
(c) pose for a picture (d) injure someone

S.S.C. Al <fRdT gdien, 2011
TR b)

B I 'try something' J

118. He tumed a blind eye tohisson's pranks.
(a) pretended not to notice
(b) paid special attention to
(c) covered up for

(d) punished severely

S.S.C. 7Y <fRET gdien, 2011
TTN @)

Z9PT IRUY 'pretended not to notice' I g TG ey
T TR B TR AoRRIS FRAT |

U

1. Utopian

(a) Idealistic (b) Weak spot

(c) Top priority (d) Source of strength
$S.C. SiFersA wuER (8 8 w6 Ir) 13 B 2017 (19d)
TR (a)

Idioms/Phrases "Utopian' &1 A& 3- Idealisti c; ideal
but offen impractical; vi sionary, ™ ‘FTAFS M2
P I, SMEIAR] 2P; TSI, FTea P, FTHRING|

2. 'T'am going to stay at home because I amfeeling

under the weathertoday.'
(a) unhappy (b) sick
(c) depressed (d) irritated
S.S.C. ¥ FRG WRIA (Tier-I) Tdem, 2015

TFX (b)

Y aredid (Idioms/P hrases) &7 A9 2 'sick’; to

be or feel ill; ifyou are or el under the weather, you

el slightly ill/sick and not as well as usual; feling
sick; nat well; not €eling well, but not very sick; to be
alittle ill-with aheadache; feeling sick; ill, fel alittle
bit sick or depressed; it can also mean thata person is

feeling sad or depressed;' IM '@, IFH~'|

3. You need toimproveyour workb ecauseitis notup

to themark.

(a) up to the potential displayed

(b) according to the required standard

(c) as good as the others

(d) marked properly and accurately

S.S.C. Wgeh FRG WA (Tier-11) ulern, 2014

SR (b)

Gidd arareT (Idioms/P hrases) &1 i@y 8- 'according
to the required standard; not good enough; ordinary;

suboptional; not up to_the required standard;' =™
"S1w; ISt gleld 'l

4. His uptopian idea was entertaining but not
acceptable.
(a) unworthy idea
(b)imaginary idea
(c) classic idea
(d) intelligent idea
S.S.C. ¥gh FRS wRIA (Tier-I) 9diem, 2012

SR b)

1% § ugad Idioms/phrase F1 IRIY g 'an imaginary
idea. Utopia was the name given by Sir Thomas More
to an imaginary island which had an ideally perfect
govemment. Hence the term Utopian has come to be
applied generally to an admirable scheme or project
fanciful; incapable  off
accomplishment. (MY ST B [ER)

that is chimerical;

S.S.C.
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English Language



v

1. If the speaker continueswith his boringspeech,

theaudience will probably vote with their feet.
(a) kick him out
(b) show their disapproval

(c) stop him from speaking
(d) choosehim as leader
S.S.C. ¥geh FRd R (Tier-1T) T, 2015
SW (b)

YEiihd a@id (Idioms/P hrases) @1 A9y - 'show

their disapproval; ifyou vote with your feet, you leave

an organization or stop supporting, using or buying

something, and change to anew organization, service,

or product;' A FUEE FAT

W

1. Wide of the mark
(a) Inaccurate (b) Inquisitive

(d) Brightened

SS.C. s wemmR @8 A T Sr) 13 f&RY 2017 (1-ad)

TR (a)

(c) Expensive

Idioms/Phrases 'Wide of the mark' <1 ol 2-
Inaccurate; to be wrong; inadequate; far from what is

required or expected; incorrect; not exact; (-
'3gugh, IR W W B

2.  'When pigs fly

(a) Something that will never happen

(b) When miracle happens

(c) When there is a sudden change in the weather

(d) When something bad is about to happen
SS.C. 3z wemmR @8 A T Sr) 14 &A” 2017 (19d)
SR (a)

Idioms/Phrases "W hen pigs fly' & T1&@3 & Something
that will never happen; highly unlikely to happen;
impossible ; never; M ‘TR g¥aH | I

3.  Wetbehind theears
(a) To take abath
(b) Lacking experience or be immature
(c) To speak bad behind other's back
(d) Not able to eavesdrop despite trying hard
S.S.C. 3BT CHSL (T-1)8 Ard, 2018 (I1-u%)

FAR (b)

Idioms/Phrases 'Wet behind the ears' &1 I -
'Lacking experience or be immature; naive;

inexperienced; young and inexperienced; green; I

" ST |

4. Theofficer wasin the soup when there was a raid
in his office.
(a) preparing soup
(b) drinking soup
(c) distributing soup
(d) to bein trouble
S.S.C.C.P.O. w1, 2015

IR d)

Y@ifed areer (Idioms/P hrases) &1 I 2- 'to be
in trouble'; to be in an unpleasant or difficult

situation; in deep trouble; in a bad situation,' Jrf

e aRfRefddll 4|

5. Afterthe publicmeeting, the crowd wenthaywire.
(a) werein jubilation
(b) protested
(c) became out ofcontrol
(d) lefi the venue
S.S.C. g FRS WRA (Tier-11) 9diem, 2013

TR (©)

Y a@rd (Idioms/P hrases) &1 drcdd fade (c)
'became out of control' A “FRZOT @ <1, TedSl

ST, AfRB &1 ST ¥ R

S.S.C.
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6. People who call a spade a spade are always

appredated.

(a) who are generous

(b) who play cards

(c) whotell the truth

(d) who help others

S.S.C. AmreR wten, 2014
S.S.C. IFh gRR IBvs (10+2) WRIF uer, 2011
FTR (©)

9. wetblanket.
(a) good companion
(b) warm and friendly
(c) kill-joy
(d) helpful
S.S.C. 9 SR (M. T.S.) Tiet, 2014
TY (¢)

N@ifhd araamen (Idioms/Phrases) 1 aredd 2- 'kill joy'
3RIT A person who discourages or causes others to
become disheartened; also discouragement ™' AN

Gihd a@dre (Idioms/P hrases) &1 @Y 'who tell
the truth'; 'to use plain language, 'to be straight-
forward in the terms one uses to be frank' < * 3T
7d R e $E1 AR TN 91 g @ F A o
¥ Bl

7. Ourschool is within a stone'sthrow of the railway

station.
(a) within acertain radius
(b) very far off
(c) ata short distance
(d) within a definite distance
S.S.C. IFh TRR v (10+2) WRIY e, 2014
S.S.C. Tax. Asst. 981, 2007
ST (0)

Y@ifhd g (Idioms/P hrases) &1 A fded (c)

'at a short distance'; a very short distance away; very

near to, M AL W' A Bl

8. Watch his step.
(a) walk carefully

(b) watch his friends
(c) behave with caution
(d) observe the threshold
S.S.C. 9gw ¥ WRIA (Tier-T) udien, 2014
TR (©)

N@ifed aEare (Idioms/Phrases) &1 Oy faded ()

behave with caution; to be very carefil about how

you behave 3RId 'AIG-THHY IIgR FAT A B

B gaARd BT

10. Once thecasereached thecourt the police washed
theirhands off it.
(a) Waited for a response to
(b) Claimed credit for
(c) Disassociated themselves from
(d) Seemed eager to continue
S.S.C. Fe W< (Tier-T) udien, 2012
S.S.C. IFh TR IFvs (10+2) Wi a3, 2013
TR (¢)

a7 H ugFd Idioms/phrase @1 3R ¥ 'disassociated
themselves from; to refuse to have anything more to
do with. This phraseis derived from astriking scene in
Bible history. At the trial ofJesus Christ, Pilate, the
Roman Govemor, called for a vessel of water, washed
his hands bebre the peopleand said, I am innocent off
the blood of this just person. So when a man gets
involved in a matter, and when he sees that it will not
end as he had hoped, he, fearing disaster, blame or
dishonour, he withdraws from all connections with it,

and says; refused to accept responsibility for; 'I wash
my hands ofthis whole business'. (T&81 A/ I w4
Pl 3FT P oFN)

11. The manager hesitated to assign the job to the
newcomer as hewas wetbehind the ears.
(a) young and inexperienced
(b) drenched in the rain
(¢) unpunctual and lethargic
(d) stupid and slow-witted
S.S.C. JgR Fas WA (Tier-11) wdiem, 2012
S.S.C. Wgwh TR JFUS (10+2) W i, 2013
S.S.C. BT ¥ T6 ®RA (Tier-I) 10 A=, 2016 (I-TR)
ST (@)

S.S.C. (645) English Language



Y@iihd a@rd (Idioms/P hrases) &1 Arcqdl fddeq (a)

'young and inexperienced; young and without much
experience, to be young and without; inexperienced

much experience ‘RIRRT; SHHIEH' X Bl

12. Hestopped at the bar to wet his whistle.
(b) havea drink
(d) be happy
S.S.C. W e W< (Tier-T) udter, 2013
SR (b)

(a) havea problem

(c) have a nap

Ifyou are thirsty and have an alcoholic drink, it means
you wet your whistle.

13. Hemade a fewstatements, butall werewide off the

mark.

(a) irrel evant

(b) crucial

(c) important

(d) unreasonable

S.S.C. W SR udien, 2013

SR (a)

I H UgE @iidbd 31 (Idiom/Phrase) 1 Ay
&g (a) Irelevant 3 81 Wide offthe mark means be
far away from the actual point or goal.

14. Theirfriendship lasted withouta cloud to the end of
hislife.
(a) Without concealment
(b) Without stigma
(c) Without trouble
(d) Without romance

S.S.C. C.P.O. Tiam, 2012
TR (©)

919 ¥ UZad Idioms/phrase F1 3R] &'without trouble'.
(T 8T TRemr %)

15. Reenais a kind of person who wears her hearton

her sleeve.

(a) suppresses her emotions openly

(b) suppresses her excitement sparingly

(c) expresses her emotions freely

(d) expresses her emotions cutbingly

S.S.C. Wgh FRS ®RIA (Tier-1I) wder, 2012
S.S.C. 9Fwh gRR IJBvs (10+2) WRIF wie, 2010
TR (©)

qIey | Ug4d Idioms/phrase &1 3% 'to expresses her
emotions freely; to expose one's inmost thoughts to
one's neighbours; allow one's emotions; especially

one's love for somebody to be seen; expresses his

feelings openly. (3T HEHIRIT BT FMAFAYIS JTHeTad

EXE)

16. Theteacher’s extrahours of coaching wenta long

way in improving thestudents’ performmnce.

(a) took great effort

(b) spent a lot oftime

(c) extended widely

(d) helped considerably

S.S.C. (STEI1TEl ImRex) e, 2008

R d)

Idiom/Phrase &1 I%9Y “helped considerably’ ¥ B

17. Sinceyou couldn'taceept atimdy warning, it'sno

use repenting now. Why cry over spilt milk?

(a) cry over irreparable loss
(b) to regret uselessly
(c) cry needlessly
(d) feel guilty of
S.S.C. AR gdien, 2011
SR b)

Cry over spilt milk means it isuseless to worryabout

thing s that have already happened & cannot be

changed.

Y

1. Yeoman's service
(a) Medical help
(b) Excdlentwork
(c) Socia work
(d) Hard work
S.S.C. F.C.1. a3k, 2012
S.S.C. e W uer, 2011
SR b)

feT U Idiom/Phrase @1 I3 'Excellent work' 3 gl

S.S.C.

(646)
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