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jIBSTRALT. I{anoxh Ar.,,d, ,"pr.,n.t,..,ru. tadition ot political philosqrhv fi;r
rcdr.liog polltics to /lzzinatior!. an.l tirr so conceaimg thc ccntral politrcal phenom
enon, i.e.,rrr,"r(scction ooe). Since Arencit's ou'n concept ofpo*.er is an cxtel
sion oi her conccpr of arl:irr, she Dn(lerstrnds porver in a borh ooo hicr:rchiL:el
end non-instruorental s'ay, as rnuch Jrsuncr lrorn ,lominau,,n :> frorr riolence.
Furrhcrmorc, by sttessing rhe esscnu-rl rctatinra/ ndpannrial tLr.rr;rcrcr oI pos'cr,
she shor...s tic impossibilitv of hurnr, n onnrrfurrnrr (5(( rron ru o) Sc,'troo thtec
sketches Arendtl arralysis of violenr acdor as an insrrumental, mure and soli.
taty activity, rvhich cen destroy, but nevet gener:rte pou,er, rnd u,lich, therelore,
can never be morc than a poor :ubsrrrurc tor rLhug log<rh€r Hoscver, the
priorie of power ovel rqioleoce is nor absoluLe: sometirncs porver needs
\'loleirce io maintain irself. Arcfldt seems to recognize rhis, l:ur noq.here elelrr-
rrtes it (scc thc conclucling renr:rks).

K!Y\\ORDS. Domination, forcc, po\r,er (and ncrion), strclgth, r'iolence

I\ rh, ,D ( liu\
PHF\ol\fl N rtu(j) As tHt ARI r,t (\t\tit\,'ul. N.TtLr\\

flo n.liuljans evcr learn trom rhc pa\ri lo ludge [ron, rl)e cun-nr
.L--l lnre'gn potiey ol r h" U nrred Sr,,..,,f Anr, r ica, rhe g, rc.uol rn(r.r

be alswe+ed negativcly. Just as during dre Viemam \War, t}rc '*,odd's most
powerful oatiol',is once a'gain refusing to see in its La<1 inten eniion and
thc uorldrvide'rver aqainst terrorism' r]rat supcrioriE, in tcrnrs of
u,eaponrv is nor enough io clctear a small bur \vell orgeri'z(.cl anrl irard

to locatc cncmv. And io both ceses, the rock steadv and, at first blosh,
irrehrtairlc convictirl that the cilcls !ustifv tllc lneans ieads ir nesn .ll(i

i*\
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shameful excesses: rhe use of napaln-r boinbs and mass murder in My t,ar
in the first casc, and prisoncr abuse in Abu Ghraib and (]uanraoamo Bzrv

in the secood. Moreovqr, io its rvar on refior, Ameiaa is playing the Ionc
rider: it scrcely cares about thc decisions oi the LjN aod, sol.eteigr, rakes
the la*. irto irs orvn hends. In so doing, Anrerica lear es no rloubr that the
larv of tirc stroogcst is in effect. The qucsrion that u,ill occrpy us hcrc rs

\lhcther it is showiflg its power, or irs ciisrrcssing rveahness.

The distinction bcnveeo porvcr and violcnce is onlr one of thc nrxn!,
often surprising eiisrinctions io Ilannah .\renrlr'. l,,hrrc.Ll l.hcnlLn, n,,l ,j].
Because rhese distioctioos stand largelv at oclds l.ith rhe main cutrcots oi
the ptrilosophical aod academic rradirioo, rhe), ciLrse rcserlnent. I.hc
cluestion coulci'be raiscd if there is indeerl more to it rhan oirstinacy aoci
chicencry- Accotding to Paul Ricocur, rve fi]Lrst rcverse thc question and
asli ourselvcs, along rvirh Arendq *,har l.rides bchrnd the traditional
clti\cxptual clllJiria t.I Ier distioctiors <lo not sirnplt, rppcar opt of thin air,
but atc the result of a cateful dismantliog ol a conccxling manirer oF ihink
ing (l{icocur 1989,.113). Fot, Areodr Li1,r,,.rrh,r p,rlrr , Ll phi1.,.npl 1.rnrl
political scicncc pteciscly for the inabiiirv to clistinguish, lor cxemplc,
bcnveen fi-rannical (or dictatorial errrhotirarien;urd ()raljrarien govern
ments: this distinctioo is dismisscd by holcling thet rhcse fotms of gov-
crnmcnt L timately have the semc iitnctit Lo curiail iiceclom - ancl thus
only difftr from each other [.r1, dcgree, and not io esscnce (Areodt 19g3,
96 9|. -fhe same fete befalls thc differ cnct L,elrvccn J,ower rnd vjolcncc,
ur ll,at bcrween po\\er afld aurhr,riry.

According to Arendt, the iodiscriminate use of these ard other terms
not only indiceres "deafness to li0guistic mcanings,,,but ultimatcl). also
"bliodness to the realities they corre,f,rnJ r, ," (t,,lZ, I42). Fur, a ditter
enc. ifl \\,'ords usually points to a difference in rhe phenomenon irsei(
aocl protrectccl synonyrrlous usc {)1: rhc rvorcls erases that diffcrcnce. Such
a levclling olf points out "rhat rve have ceased ro live jn a iommonvorlcl
rvhcrc tlrc u,orcls,,r,c havc iir'commrxr p()ssess a,r LrnqLrcstion:rbic lrr.rl
i;uttirlncss" 11981. 95). Hencg. Areocli s.ri hersdli r!,.rirsr \,..her shr cr:tl.

\. ."/i
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"rhe silcnt 4greenlcot . .. among political and social scientists that v,e can
ign,,r. drsrincuon,. . .. rnJ rl'.rr... ca.h ,,f u. h,,, rhc righr .,,, d. tlrr..hi>
Ierm<".{ll\.Rarlrrrrh,rr;rr,rpr,,sisnoi.hic.oer.,,.,l,i",,l,p,,.irroni,
tfre \ lnetrk <>f watcbfal rhinkiog rhat ,will savc rhe phcoomeoa (raoryi/, la
pbainanena)' errd *,tJl clcar up rhc terminological misr that rhe poLitical tta-
dition has spreacl. l,)lisabcrh ).oung Blrct,l rhu\ corrccrl), hulels tlr.rr
Arcorlt "practiced a kinci of phenomeoulr,gr., though :hc seldom LrscJ rhe
term ard usually felt thar dtc less serJ eb,,rLr mcthu.l rjrc l)ctr(r.. (log4,
405). Vcry oftcn, her aoall ses clepatt from rhe /rdJ rhrough rvl-rich rlings
are brorrght to speech: rhat cao be rhr \ord r,t rhe li\ri,flan, ..,.1, ".lnrhc clati6cation of thc concept ol ;/zpdnil;4,et.\l.19 hands of I{croclorus
aod Thucydides (see Arendt 1983, 51-52), or the \rdrd of tlre poct,-such
as in thc analysis of rhc Ilornaa Jound,Lhoz .r r rh e ha nrl uf \1grl (sec I 9711l,
210 ft), but Arendt also departs Erorn thc u.ords of those rvho rverc
direcdy iovolved io thc decds (such as in thq case rjf mo<1cm reyolurionsl
wlrercby she continually points to the Ijounding Irathers of the lJnited

1. Dol,fl N.\.l.loN As coNcrr^l_Mr.tNr. ()Ir po\\,i.tR

What is rnore plausible than ttrc rhought rhar pohucs is an at Eait r ,f dom_
inance and subjugation, whercby one pcrsoll orders anothcr around, and
imposes and corlpels his rvili upon the orher, througl-r force if nccessary?
The reducrion of politics to domination governs rhc entirc ttadition of
politicai philosophy and political science: it is ooc ooly demonstrable in
dre modcrn idea ofthe sovereign rLation :.rare rrr tt,,din end Hobbes, but
also in rhc manoer in rvhich ancief;iphilosophv defined rhc different
lorms ol quu rnmenr trnonarch).. olrq:rr-hi..,r,l .lcmo.ra, yJ. Th,. a-r(icnt
tocrbul,rl r. ,,,rr.ulr,l;reJ b1 rh, JLrd,,,, r l,risria.r u:,diri,,rr rvirlr rr

imperatire view of thc larv (anafogrus to God,s commaodrnetrts), ancl
presse<l lorth jn the rnoclcrn end (,,ntcmlor.rr) \ rlu \ of hLrl.r.rn nrtllrc:

l-r
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in J.S. Ntill, tlrerc is talk about a olLlrrxl desirc ro crcrcr:c po\vtr o\-cr

oLhers, ard cootemporary ethologisrs arrd-socio biologists speak of an

-jnborn don-rination instioct, with its artendant inborn aggressivity (see

\r. ,lr l ,- l )- tBl.

This reduction ofpolirics to dorninerlorl,- completed in XIax Wel)er's

dclinirior r-,f the staLc as '1he rulc of mco ovcr men bescd on the meafls

of Lcgitin.ratc, thar is allegcdly legrtiraate, r,iolence" (Areodt 1912,134)

is, in the cvcs o[ Arendq practically the origin.,rl sin of the rradirion. Firl,
dominati,:,rr rclati<>nshlps do not dcrir.c from the public sphcre. .lcspite the

imrncnsc roit that thev have pla!'e(i rhefe, aod cootinue to pla!., but fr()m

^ 
/)fti Pol;Jical spint te, i:e., thc private sphcte of rhe houschold (or rhe econ-

om\) end the tarrjly: dre hcad ol the farrrily rulcs es a dcspor (sce Arcndt
19ii3, 105,rtotl 1958,26 21). hs crriginal morlel is the retalion belvecn
master .t11d slavc. The most impofiafit rrrigin of dominarir)n (afld rhus

..1 n.l .1,\-rr" rc:, a,c,.rJ,rg ru VcnJr. i,. rh. l'rnr,.n drsirr.o L,rr.r.
oncsclf fronr Lhc'concarn of maintaining one's Jife, and Lrnril rhe erner-

gence oi_ nrock:rn technolog,-, this libcration coulcl only irc:rcelizcd by

compelliog other s to bear thc burdei of life (and rhus ol iabour). Accorri
ing to -t\rcndt,'iinly rnodern tcchnologv e11d flor poliles is capablc qf_
rcluting the nncient and terriblc proposition that (some) pcople cxn onll
irc libcratccl bl domioation and violence (see Arendt,1913b,114). Scrowl.

precisely becausc donrioation is a prc-political phenomenoo, the reducrion

of politics to domination lcads iner..itably to e concealment of thc politi-
cal pf e nomcnonTa r axcelletrce,i.c.) po\rier, u,Lrich according r 

" lgrdr:1]l+V
'S:!9I$-9"T3'3!i!E -9t-r1't "l o.-t tl"!-'-9 

"j-'!'1939!".-(1tlz2, )
143), but rvhich, through the traclition, is mostly deFormed into an affair
ol, n,nrfl 2nchn- end o5cting.l l"hrd: \, hu. \ ( r undcr \l Jnd5 fo Icr r, J,,rn

inetio., alsr> er:rscs tl,.,lif t".r.ffi".
erncrgcs in the cxtcnsion of po[,cr, ancl can be sccn as its ultimltc nlan

ifest.rtion, as in \Yriglrt Mills: "All politjcs is strugqle for porver; rhe ulri
mlrtc liirr.l of Por,,,cr is r'iolcnce."l ln cootrast to this, r\renclt u'ill nroposc

t1 : r t v, r, Ic n ct :,p p c-a a|i].,! :ll .,t]:"i:llll'i,.- ll,-y :l I : 111!1:

:



ETHICAL I'ERSPEC. VES _JUN E 2009

As is knowo, the condition of actiol,ls p!13!r1.,, u,.hich in is tum is
charactcrized borh by distioction and equality. For tiris reason, pover can

only bc thought of as ao egalirariao and non hieratchicai rclation bew,een
pcople. Po\\,er anss cr-s ro u'hat Arendr calls "sher:r hunlalr rogeLhefocss,,,

a life ''r;zf rthers

ingly, to act is essentiallr. to begio or to inrLiatc, ancl nor Lo orde! or to
,,mpI. tr . rlr.,r.git enoble, u. . . . u n. I -, . . . . . I rv,,,.lr,r..terr.rr., of
Po\ter: on the one hanrl, its sponraneous, Lrnpr:e.ljctxble chuxcrcr
"ryI"rj!3gr_li" (1958, 200) u.hich ansrve rs t,, th. .!r,,,,t-",,-r,
'ry{_lg=j|1f (the i95ti llungeria'r rc!()lurion 

"grinir 
thc

Soritrirrr.,.i-nL.r,t,en.(ltcrra,.roc\xtnl'le,:o.tr.,co.h..r.porverJoc.
oglg!]LlPg!-lfllgC1lg]lllobecliencc, but upc.,n consenr (wirh r}qiq!
tiativc) and support (for the ioitiatir,e takcr or thc bcsinni g itsclt).6 Thrs
rrn I rc,tu.hr.at rnrq(.1r1 el pourr ir ccl^^rJ in \., 0,lr . c-r (eL, of rLc

Iarv- 1hc laws of thc political coorrnudity must be rl.rought ol as tlirec/i,es

rl',jr 'rr, (.. prc,l. r.rrh.r thrrr:,. r,r/ /at_' \, ttt)- . ( .rnt\u.e,l. Tlrc.ob.,
diencc' to larvs is comparable 1il the meflne] in ..r,hiclr l.-c()i:rle \r,ho \r,ish

. The noo instrumcntal character of porvcr can also i; uodelstood
' fron actlor. l:ii, actioo (loes not get ils mcxnitrg trom a goal outsitle

irself, tccausc it cennot be cqrratccl u,ith fairtication or u,ork. The Aris,
toteliao conc.pr of realitl (ezr4qr;,?), v-hich Arenclt connccrs with action as

pefotmance or praxis. aL<o .rpp|cs ru pt,wer: p,,u cr is ..an end in itselfl,
(1972, 150). Vith tl.rjs, ArcoJr does oot \r,anr,.ro dLn)- Lht governmcnts
pursue policies afld cmploy thcir pov.er to achieve prescribed goals,,, but

. ao emphasize that "the powcr structure irself prececlcs and outiest! all
aims, so that po$.er, far_from being thcl neans to an cnd, is ectu.rllt rhe

. . ver_y c<>nrlition cnabling a group of pe,rple to drink and acr i;r krnls ot
thc meens enc{ catcgon,, (1972, 15e. Iniof:rr as pou,er is inhcreot in polir
ical con-rmuoities ancl "gor.errunent is cssenually organized:lod instiru
tionaiizcrl pot cr" (i972, 15@s".

il
l1



lu5; my rnnsladoo). Secord, acd.orr rakcs place as spcech, or is accompa_
nicd by specch. Thus, power also arises in acts of ianguagc, ,,ld ,,"r,.. .,r,
"f .r purrll in.rru'n.rrral r.r. hnrrrl r,r , ,rdlr " . ".,,r1 , ond ,r d, p. n,l. o,, ,l .

PEI]-fERS.AG.\INST VIOLENCE, DtJ'l \-(Il- rlf 
^Nt,pRtcil

i05; rr?nsladoo).

exchange of u,'c,rds.

r u m.,n ./ r ,cr z[,r . ' (la7s. ye1. lt. tUu,.d \ c r iq;I;n]ii;;bF-:;
coocert,- rn compan), and eg rvith our peers,, (1978, \rot. I, tlI,91).
I I , .;r--; ( rj^n rh. rcm,,".. ..f ,, f a pr>sitive concepr of
tLrc first guirleline.

!1!1!1!:nda concening powcr says io facr thet power cao ne\.er

2.2. r\ posirir.c characrerization

-1o benc] this chiefly negarive chatacrerueuon of pou.,cr ntr, a posrtlvc
one - insoir as rhis is possii)lc, brc,rur.e p,,rvcr in \rerrtlt, like !rzz rrr
licicleqger, is not nmtthhg *'e can pr.crecl riom Arendis arrcad' circcr
l;asic fi.,rftrula irorn "C)o Violcncc,.: ../,ar er corrcsponds r,r thc irum.ur
ability not jusr to act but to act in c,,necrt-, 11o72, 143). Remtr-e.l from
its'crarexq ihis rornula courd rnistarrenh. sugqesr rhar colective crcrirer,,.i,,,, i. n,,, ,n'1r,,,,,r..rr-,,onJ,ri.,,t,.,L,.i,,q.,|_,le,,,iE'J-ul),.,
- s lrt.h Arendt horvevrr denies mosl certainlyr ..,Ihe simple tmth is rhat

b. o pro1r"try ufuh"- i,ndiuidurll!*"i;lrJo ahd reorains
irr exlsrcrcr ort\, so lonH as the gtoup kccp! l!!)gether,, (1972, 143)..lat_ea
s111c1J1. I.J1v. v.., p,,\\.r cJn]tJr bc consLJered a, th. .pr,ner.y. ol. rlre
g-roup. lt is r.,,rt .o-"thinm

:e is a possesslol: ..1lowever. nobodI ruw.vrl. oooor Acru,ru\ Dosses\e\ nower.
II c\l\,s berwe, 'r pcoplc. whcrr rh 

-

. e\ rcr (os(,her... l\la.l,l ct,r h!.,:r.!
e.rg_1ntlich xienanL r;e estrtebt <wir])efi Me-tur././ro, ,um if,71rror*rn hanrleln...)
(1,98l, 194)." Porvcr n-rust be unders toocl trs reLtfiot: itcxists onJy relation
,lly;,.r 

" pt.r"t; ;f
aPPc:1r1nce) rvlrich cmcrgcs behrefi 

^ctitLg 
and spcaking people. po$.er is

n!rL1r Lrrrcrgrs oe4reut itctttLg and spcaklng people. poter is
u,hat lrtainrrins rhis inrerspacc it is notlirma but its crrl,,-si,,n (s"e F,rr"gri.,
1118,1. l00r -l he relarionalit\ of pou,c,r is tirc c(rnpani()n ,ri rl,c 1r.o1r.,

,"1 r\
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'producti\.iq,' of action rhc hct that ir inevitebly brings about reiarions.
In the same vein, Jeao Luc Naocv points vt a c/immex c>t inclinati.on, witLt
oLl \rhl.h rin pul11rLd i orrrn,rnil\. .;n -nrn.gj.6Lrr ,,rlrch C\er.uln.
into e fnsion, sincc thc comntuflitt has to be thought of as h lattagt ot I'
e:tpotition oi singtLltLr. 6nirc berlgs (see 1990. 17 and 86 il). Arendt also

<locs nor rhinii of thc communit,-as a lusjoo: ,.politics is abour the being
togeiher and bcing \ith one anothcr of /g,tn nt puy:le lPo/itik /:untklt uta dent

Ztnttuur url l[i/irander.fht fur \rxr schicclcnen]', (1993, 9). fhe plLrr.rl-
in, ofunique and eqrrai bcings coosists alonc io and rhrough rlr jn lthtrun
among pcople: outstcje-tl-ris tlterc is t1o talk of u[i(luencss or disrjncrLon,
nor.Ic.]r.,[itr or rr.r l.,rm,,l comjnonalin.. bur ur.,y ol r.r. rtncrl,.! or
'unitctlness' of many in one (sec 1958, 21,1 215). Thus, Areoclr,s opposi
tioo to evcfl, attcmpr ro thinli thc political commuoi6, along rhe Iines of
the farrrily, in u,hich pluraliry is Rrsecl togcrher into a ncu, rrpr: ofinr]ivirl-
ual: in such an orgrnizational form, thc original diffcrcnte is clissolverl
:'t)cr-nJr'.ri. 1l-16 ;t1 r.,[Io[.r,v-l] urr.lcl'ro jJ,q,,. lrrl r ,,. ,,).,J 10./.

1I1r rlliti,,nllir! u[ p!,\\.(r rou\t be thought rogerh.. i,irh 1 secood
importaflt chatactcr- tr:rit namely, its palcfiijalitl. Iior, porvcr is ncr

immr,trLlL. me.r.rrr"hlc,.nd.r(o les,. ,o,"Uf, q.r",,,- rr-ch r, lurce.+,_,\\,tLn or.e c.rrr er.rrru.rlli r-,.)or -rr,gl ,rlr,,h,r-,1 e.,-rd,,: r,,r
possess), but A ?o/e rdl enlitr - $.lich is alreaclv cxpressecl io both rire
Gteek and l,ntin rvorcis for pos.,er: danani and po/tnha.9 power ahvays is

rnd -emains .r polenri.LJ powcr. rhc lorenri"Lry in rogerlreroc:.. T,, trr ru
ally erist, ir must be actualized: .,pou,er spdogs up between men \!hen
thcy acr togcrher and \.a shes thc rnorlrent they dispersc,, (l95ll, 200).
Arcndt thus thinks of porver as a poreorialiry thar can only be lctuaiized
but nevcr fully materializecl.

Twq clemenrs, equal in impotaoce, corllc ford) frora this cleEnition:
one the one hand, the neccssiry of pou,er t., bc c()ntinrdlv xc.ualized
tne\\: it d()es not havc Gc perornence aod stability of thc enduring
ectud - and (n rlle othcr, c cifccrir.c ecivit! of po\\.cl a:, :rn irnrlrrcr itl
trctrJrLitr'- lir \\'itlr tLr: lirl tlentitt, ,\,teirt1r does i,rsritr, t() rh.: inl,icxD?ble

t.
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transieocc and tleetiflgncss of the space of ,pp"u.n,,." (tuvl rhe hrtntr
afairs or poluttcal tealm in general): even in the apparcntlv most stable

relations, this space ncvcr entirely loses its potential charactcr. Po\\.cr can-

not be store.l and kept in rcscrvc lor thc' firtLrre: it musL condouall,v e[rerge

eoeu,. '[hrrs ir is also clear rhat rhe potenrialit\' of l)ow.l- oray nor be unclcr

stoo.l as an undcrll.ing substrate or a pre-givcn p.rtcrriial bcing rhir siir.
piy rvaits for its realization or acrualization (like in thc relarion of the seccl

to the plant). The potentialiry rather poiots at \\4rat constirures the cotc
of hLi$r.1n tiecdom: the spontancit!' of acdnq t()gether as the abili$/ to
begin, anrl sr) points aa the natelit) of tction. Thc r/.?ry'./.,/rrl sfuesses rhe

,'llccurc. rtr' r1 ul rl.r' a.ru.rLz'-,1. brrr inrrrra,, -i.,1 p,,$.r. l'"\''.r- r.,rrl
astonishing tlegrcc independcnr of marcrial fac!!l!!,_!t!llq! lturnbers oL.
tucans" (Arendt 1958, 200). ilcrc, Arcnilt poil-rrs our nor (xr\,lhe somc

titnes surprising pol,cr of small, but r.,,eil orgaoized groups, bLlt also rhc

irtesistible por,,,er that can procccd iiom a nonviolent popular re\.olt.]r

The 3n\, malctixl factor that is ired for the em

the cocxistence oFpcople: hence, thc patadi3Sratic charactet ofrhc Gleclr
dq,' siares for every Wcstern political organization ftcc 1958, 2001). In
"On Violeocc," Lhis thought is nuaoced. Thcre Arcndi sa)s, io conncc
tio;r tith the differcnce ber*'ccn pow(r and viul<nc<. '-rher pu\.cr .ilu.,!s
statds in rcel oJ numlerq rvhcrcas vioience up to a point cafl manage u.ith-

'out thcm because jt rclies on itrplcmtnts." And funltcr,rn. we read: "The
q161rn( 1,rrm o[po\ycris /\]l .rts%tlr.t On,, Lhr e\lreme Iorm ut vi^linii
i.€"":91,"t._AU" 0972,140 L41). In comparison wjth violeoce, which
needs instumcots, power oceds numbers. I Irrwcver, if orle looks a t p, ,u er

in itsel€, thcn it is not the sizc o[ the g.,',rp ttr"r ],, decisive For the l'iz. o€

thc Powct, but indccd the ;nrensiry rJf rhe 'acring rnd speakrng rogerher':

in oil-rcr *'orcls, the nreaslrre in rvhich thc porcirial po$,er is acruelzcd.
If powct rvere not cssentiallt' cltnr actcriz(rl b) rt[.rtr,naltri'tutd p,'rcn-

ttitty. *rcn arutipottttrc voukl belong amo[g the h.rmao possibilides, beeuse
jusr as actiorl pos'cr v.,oull bc in I l,usrti,,n ru hrr.rl< ,'1,-n,rll linrrr:rrrr,ns.

7t L'itu ..1tttt,rt. it runs: "llc 1l'lits oF porl',cr .h., ror iic irr irsclf, bu[ rarhcr

,*i/
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in the simultaneous existcoce ofothcr pou.er groups, thus in the presence-

at haod ofothers rvho arc .,Lrtside ofle's o\.n sphcrc oF po\vcr and produce

polver on their owo lDi Grnp dtr t\la,bt liegt niil/ ;n tlt t,,lbsr. ,o,,d,.tn tt dcr

gleihTeiigen [:xxtenT anderer A.lach tqttpptn, abo in dcn L,or]tatden.reit tan A .ior ,

a-. n.,)"-|,at d\ //.. tat. \l jt. ri,, ,1..t,._0 :tt.. \lt,,t,_.,1....4i
(1981,195). \\1hat liInrts pol,cr (and drus mekes onlnt)otcncc impossiblc)
is simultaneous| u,hat malics it possiblc (es non omnipoteat pou,cr)
nanely, eo eifcctively cxisting plurJitv: poq,cr degenerares and withcrs arva!
if it is monopolized (see 1972, 182). Arendt holds that q,hcn cv,:A'(ia_r l,L -

oguage spcalis of e 'pos'erfirl rlrn' or a 'porverftri personaliri,' ir is speaiing
figuratively - "rvhar rvc reier to wirhouLt moaphor is 'srrengd)"' (,j972, l$)12

or ir sinplv involvcs "the lillacv of rhc slong meo wlro is pos,crfiLl
beceusc he is alooc" 0 95.1J, 190). Hou,(\.rr, rLr,rl,lrr.rrrnn ro :trrngrh,,., Lrirh

just likc po*,er is limircd by dre prescncc ofothers (and rhcir strcngtl.r), plu
raiitv ijmits powcr noL ooh. in a rcsriclile but ia a fruirfirl manner as u,cll:

namcly, porver nagtti-fet il it is clir,idecl end sprcad rhloughout tLe enbrc
puirlic spacc, u'hi1c srreo[ith is sirnpl] indlviriiblc: 'lt js rcc\xocirl l)ct\reeo
diifcrcr-tt por,",crs, $lricll co.troi an<l kccp each other in balaocc, can oaly

I1i4g nrqre powcr into existcnc.. on thc condiriorr that d)e rcciprocit), is
effcctive and oot bogged do\l.n ir a deadlock (scc 1958, 201). ..Pon er car
bc stopperl anl I>e kcpt intacl only Ly po,rcL' r 19731,. 15I1.r rlr n rhe

$,otds ofAndre Enc.gr6o: "Plural, it [i.e., porvcr] gtows inverscly ro its con
centration and in proponion to irs (iifhrsi.,n LPknel, il lir. /e lout,otl otil et

raison ioene de rq nte tralion t:t e lrEarlian de sa dtllatiofi" (i984, 107)i
ltendt's prefirence fotJedcral sreres, buL also her admiring symparhv fot

tcvolutional/ councils, is cJirecdy relatcd to this positivc !,aludion of rhc .

csseotjaliy plural po$,cr.

\\4rere porvcr ancl srreogth oppose one nnothcr, the ,ruicomc is pre-
J'.rJ1,1.:lJInl rr,rr'. dr.rsh,lrD. purr, . , .,n .r1,,, .ry p. r.:. r. r.,. rrr ,l , |.r.c
of the inrlividual's isolatcd end 'indivisible,strengih. po\\,ct corfuprs into
ocb/oaaq or mt:.b rult r.v.hen tltc'.,r.cak. out ofenrl, end je,i,trLs!. ruro t€iriost
rlrc sLtooq intlir tdLr..-l iser: 195!. 201'l.:{ l!]l.l-rilh thr!. dsrr r1:r: Dlu]:..]ljr.-oi
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uoique beiogs threatens ro lold into a purc oumerical pluralitv, an undi€fcr-
eltiated mass oflonely people sranding next to bur apaft fiom one eoorhc.

for that matter, rhis is ooe oF rhe feu pess,rges irruhLclr furndr e.,presscs

herself about pou,er in ncgatir.e pl, asiirg. \\rhat is striking hcrc is precisel,,

her positive \?luarion ofpo\.er as thc cenrtal poliricai phcnontcm;o rvhich

does not rnean lhat shc.r oultl be blind ro its clengcrsrr .,r'irich shrillv con-
tradicts the widclt- sprced aocl ptactically unanimr:rus opinkxr that porl,cr
all.avs ard neccssarill, corruptsJ -fhe 

precisc opposire ofocblocrac\. or mob
rulc, u'hich replaccs srrcngrh with porver .rnJ u hich c.Ln bc c.,nsrclcLcd rrs

the cxtrcme lorrn oi pori'tr (ALI aeainst OocJ, is n.rannr' (.One againsr

A1l), vtich replaccs po\r,cr rvi r violerce, but rvhich rhErcbv simultane
olrsly desffoys thc political space in the sense of rhc 'in bel\fccn, and rhus

is orily able to ptoduce impotente. Alerrdt here firllorvs Nlontcsquieu, 1or

vhom thc propcr characrer of ryranny iies in thc jsolation, nor onh, oithe
ty:-ant oppositc his subjects, bur also ofhs subjects amoog cach orher mutur-

allli. 1yt:urny destroys the possibiii$, of acting and spcaking togerier, vhich
is the cotdition of possibilitv For anJ. iorm of lror.ernmcnt thcrcb1,, u,ranny
plarc. irselt opl\u. rr ( r, , :r'r , ,Gcr l, ,rm. .I g, .. -rr rrne., r

iVhoevr:r is scarching for an alternalive to po\r,ci should nqt call upon
streogdr - for it is p<>s.edess rn the lece of po$,er bLrt :rpor Jarce u tict-

lettcc. Itotcc cao be used by ooc person against arloriicr, and eiso be
nonopolizcd by onc ot a lew by securing the meens of viok:ncc,

3. YroLF-t\cE

3.1,- Terminology

A tcminological discussion is Etring hcrc. For Aren<Jr, rhc irrsrrurtrenrtl
chatacter of l,iolcnce is its halhrark. Phcmxrenologicall), sccn, ir is closc
',, \rr(1flh. l,er..Lr.- 1u., lil, .rll oLl.rr r^.rls. rl,, rrr,.,n,,,t vi,,tercr arr
iotcnclcci ercl xrc also Liscd ro rnultipll oerulai strcogth (riso firrcc rri

I.'i]
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labour) and possibly, in rhc last phase of its development, to replace it
completely (see 1972, 1+5).In thc first place, r,iolcncc in dris scosc con,

;'risesa p.rr',,i u'ork or t-bricarion *cmu rkill arr(.inur(lcr r,,h.r\(
h.urrber, aod s'e nrust r-iolatc tiris material in order ro build a tablc" (1983.

111). Vioicnce rhat peoplc'car:rt oiilt uir()n onc anothcr lnd rhc \r'orld as

a ntcans of cornpelling or domioating cach othcr is, in a !l',ar., alrcaciv a

derivative forrrr of yi()leocc. qtich is transicrred lrom thc ficld of s_orl,

or fabrication to the tleld of actroo and interpersonal rclxti()ns: [he c()rn

1-'uision carried out on the material is turncd into a conrplrlsion cerricd out

',r p.opl.. 
s

Io keeping rvith cvenday languagc, Arcnclt frccluently uscs rhc v()r.l
'fotce' for this intctpcrsonai r.iolence as :r meaos of cornpulsioo. 'fcrrni-

nologicaliy, hos.,er,-er, she \\,lnts to rcscrvc thls \r,otd to indicarc rhc lorccs
oFnxlurc ot the ftrtcc of circumstatces (la Jarce du tbr:r|, i.e., thc cocrg)
lrar r r-1. r-.,r, Lr' plrr iL.rl . .l .".ii'r,i\/mFnr.,.,', ll Z. l.t.lt.l

Thus, Arc'ndt talks about the itrcsistibility of rhe Frcnch Rcvolutior,
rvhich, as a t.lrrenL, s$rcPt a\!aY c\rn.rhrn! anJ r\rr\1rnc rrr rtL p.1rh

0971b,48). Then again, rhis tenrinological usc of iorcc'partiailv oicr-
lairs rvith thc term 'neccssitv': rhe tr-roslation of rhc Grccl. drzg,€i, occcs

sitr that conlirels irresistibh- and rgainst s,iich ebsolutcly no violcncc car-

ried out b),humans, c\cept tortLrrc, can mcrsurc (1958, 129). In this
context,'neccssity' mlrst oot be understood is dtc coottarv to coioci-
dencc, but to frcedom. Thc 'domain of necessiq;' poiots out, io thc first
place, the }odrly (and probably a.lso the psychicr) needs and reqlriremenLs

that oecessitate humarrsto labouq i.e., "*re necessit,v of biological life
itself'(1973b, 112) - but, additionally, also thc mcnral sphcre, namely tlre
compulsion of truth, which is incloed non violent, Sut oo less compelling
(*ee .\r-cndr l1R',. 2,10t.

1-lre foilouing analysis of violcnce deals cspecillly u,ith whar clc^
cJay languagc indicates \\.ilh rhc $,()r.1 'force': violence rhat people cerr! {)Lrt

LrPon onc er.,thcr aDri the u'orll (lia, Lioltntillrs i1 rlri:,rns of conrprLlsi()fl
.;r domination, r.ncl tltat c:L; 'oc rl,-lir:.rl xs "rnute- phlsic:rl cr,LlPiilsiln

{"_
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rllrough instrumcnts, which is PurPosefully catrieci out" (Penta 1985, 71).

Thc obviousncss rvith u'hich poiitical thcory accePts this violcnce as an

esseotiai coJnponent of politics - such as rn Weber's carlier cited clefini

tion of tle state, or in Clarrses,itz's oPinioo of \rar as "the continuatioo

ofpolitics tr1'orher meaos" fsee Arendt 1972, 110) - is, tirr Arenrlt, in litc

rvith rhe basic asslrrption of this theory, namcl\' lhat politics csscntiallr

amounts to dominauoo- lt is r,his opinion that muffles poter and bcocls

it into the expressioo of force: hou', then, can rr'c hoid back the thought

thatviolencc is tl-re m<:,st efhcicnt lorm o[carrying out porl'eri Arenclr. trr

the contrarv, rtants to dtsplav the contndistincrion bcrlt'ecn pou'er llntl

vjolence: po\\,d fofirs thc 'middlc' or 'cenrre' oi the political, and violencc

i,lnit.

J.,r. f lre I'arlnrarts -i . i,.1. n.,

Jusr like porver can bc clarified through arl272, r'iolei{cc can be c]aifir:rl

tht,i:gh n,ark orJihrirzlrzaJ, The. activiq' of hanto.faber rs purnosefulJv insrru

mi:otal and mute (rn thc scnsc ofr-,'ordicss); morcover, rrotk is carricrl oul

in isolation: not pluralitr', IlrLt the wo cl - in thc sensc r>f'arlr'/arl - is the

lDCr:lllc COllalltlofl ILrI \VOIK.

. C)oc flnds these sarrlc halimarks in Arcrxlt's chataclerization of vio-

icnt'action.' Frirl, in contrast to non-iosfiumcnlal and non-rnatctializable

powcr, violence is essentially instrumental and matcrial. Violcnt action is

thoroughly governed b,v the catcgories of mcans and end, and therelorc

inescapablv relies oo iostru:rents (sLrch as corp.rrca[ streogth rod

\\eaf.Ds) prcciscl) :!s lhc work c,f a craftsman rclies on tools. Ner! as

an essentially instrurr,cn,tal activity, violeoce can deriye its accountability

or justilicarioo exclusivcly from dre cocl it ..ewcs. Thc inore rerlote the

intcndccl goal is fioor us in timc, thc more difficult is it for rhis iustifica
tion to sound belcvablc. Pteciselv in this need tir justificatirn lrr"a luture

goal, violcnce <liflers funclan:cottll-v from power: bccausc pou'cr is nol a

mca[s tbr an erternai goal, br.rt an end io itselt, it <locs rTot oeed the st'tr

151 ,'^\c
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;f iustification that onc aslis for means. Powcr, accor<iing to Arendt,

stands in need of something else: n:imely, legitimacy: "Power springs up

whenever people get together and act in c()ncert, but it derives its /agzir

maq from the initialgettifi! t|pelher rarbet tLlao irom any action that then may

follorv" (1972, 151, rn-r' emphasis). Pos'er iegitimirtcs oi warrlots itself br
appealing to thc plsr lly contrast, "r.iolcncc crn bc iusrifiable, 1>ur it ncvcr

u-i1l be legtrmate" (19?2, 151).

\ ,a.,i.[n -r. mrre: l''r, l.,,,rjL... ts rl,,l vtulcncL ll..ll l. rn,.,

pahlc ot'sp,:ech, encl nol orcrcl! thet spccch is helpless rvhen confrontrd
*,ith liolence" l,\rcnc[ 19]3b, 19). Tircrclqre ,\renrJr can s.a1-: "r\ h,,,
r.iolence rules absolutcly ... not only the laws ... but cvervthinq aoci

everl'bodv must tall silcnt" 0973b, 18).'fhis muteness malies violcr.rcc

politicaily marginal, end er.en an anti-politicai phenontenon. Rcfcrtiog to
lile in tJre polis, Alistotlc deirned rhc humaa bcing a: a polrncal' and a

'spealriog' anilnl.l Qytir folitikon and Toix lo.qon cbor): both tletermina

tions bclong together and supplcment cach other. \riolence destrovs prc
: :-. 

cisely rhe solid;rit1 olword and rleerl thar is o.:ccssety tor zctlon. \\/ith
olrt spcech, actioo degr:adcs into a metcly proclucrive, tcchnological
activiry (see Arenrlt 195B, 179). No space oa?ppciiaqce cao cmerlle ()Llt

of suchi nordless activirl- And Lhus ol-rrc. th. L Lsrc tun.l tron lor thc
:ru x\r'r r,rh or f , ,\ c r:

Power is actual}ed only whcrc rvord and decd have not parred com
pany, whete *or?s are not empty aocl deeds nor brutll, rvhcrc rvords
aie not uscd to veil intcntions lrut ro disclosc realties, and deeds xre
not used to violate and destrov but to esaablish relati€{r}and creatc
nerv re. io,. (Iqi8. /00).

\Yherer.errvord aod deed pat i,rnrpanl, thc rv,rl is prrp rrccl f,.r violencc:
"Words used lor the purpose of fightine lose rheir qLraliq, ef specch; thc1,

becorne clich6s" (1994, 308). Aod rhe measure to rvhich thcsc clichEs take

l)ossessi,jlr of our daili. con\rersatious rorl rlei;a..cs iS thc mctric [ur .,ur

reaclincss to reech for thc mcens o1_,.iolcncc.

Ellrr(:,\l PDRSPUC',IIVES JUNE 2008
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Tbird, violerrce is charactcrized by its prcferencc fcrr isoladon. Irs
extreme form is 'One against,All,' s.uch as in ryranny. 'fhis is, on the one
hald, understandablc insofar as violence has its origin in u-ork, anc,l on the
other, in terms of its spcechlcssness: without speech, thert can no krnger
be aoy uncovering (or te\-ea[ng) of the a.Da:..Ihe rveapon commander is
aoonymoLrs aod retrains iltcrcl.rangcable lDer lVqlii(nltrcr i.s a*tEu and
beliebig arctatscbbarj" (Penra 1985, 66). The combinatioo of instrumenral
ity and rnuteness makes violence into a solitarv ,actir.it\i or ,doing, rhar is
not capable of bringing lclarions into cxisrence. Strong rroup colresiorl
.,nd,'.n lru h..rh.,u.l irr .x1,re ..n1, , oltecrir r ,. inlsr ., ., l. .L , t,.
cide squad) changc n()thiog, accorJing to Arendr: tlrcsr arc nnl,. ,r coose,
qucnce of a collectir.e and strott lived confrontalion, ill the :rction, r.,,ir]r

death. Ultimarely cicath, cvcn it it is thc srrongesl .c(lualizcr,, is the
sftorlgest aoti-p()litical expctience drat erists: ir means that u,e rviil forsake
drc world and rhe compaoy of pcople. -fhus p,lirics. in pre-phlusophi
cal politicai tlioking, is sccn prerJscly as a me:rns ro disringuish r>nesellr s;

,.rd to achiele jormortal farie, ancl thus ro escape rhe cqu?r]iry of thr: gra." c
(.re 1q72. tr,5 t0r,,.

3.3. 'lhe coltradistincrion between pos.,er and violence

Although Arendt aclmits rher puwer and r.i ,lenue arc ecnraily nor scpa
rated &om each orhcr in water-tight compartmenrs _ .,. 

. . nothing .. . is
lnole commoo thao the combination ofviolence and power, norhjng less
fietluent thao to find them in dreir pure and theref<rre extreme for.m,,

. (1912,145 4(r) - still, she rhinls rhxr $.e xr( deating hcrc rvirh thoroughly
' 

$!$cteot;indeed, opposing phenomeoa. Ard ag;Liost rhe acccpted opin
ion thar violencc is a ptert'rpisite frrr porvcr Lhe govcrnmeotel power,
for cxampic, is only a fa1:ade or "rhe vclver glovc rvhicl.r either conceals
tie iron lrand or will rurl ()Lrt to lJeloog ro a pepc! riger,, {1,172,116)
A rcndt explicitly po sits tLr. ?riLti4, aJ potyer our ,-ia/otte: ,..:Jll.tcrc\.er thcl- are
combined, po$.rer . . . is the Piimerv end predootinant factot,, (1 972, I 51 ).

Itr;
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Thus, absolutcly no govcr_nment, oo mattcr how great irs rreans of vio
Icncc, can surr,-ive s,ithout a pou,er basis and thus the support or the coo

scot of the people, ol fi least pan of them- Even rhe totalitadao nller, wk)
lrics thr()ugh terror and torturc, r:annot survivc with()ul lhe srrpport of
lri .errer lrolrre..r,d nerur,rl, ,,r inl,,,n.,c.. r r.,r1 r 1,..r ^l h ..... r II-

climinating thc human iactor, lr'ouid bc ablc to undo the esscndri prc-,,a

lence of pov'er over violeocc (sre Arenrlt 1972, 1,19). lr...en in rcvolurions,
thc outcome evcotualli' secms to depctd flor t)11 the meins of l-iolence
thernsei\-es, but on the poq,-er behir1d rhe viol€oce: LLSu:Llli, the ljo\.erlr
ment still io p,lu'er rvill bc supedor iLr trr.rs , ,I rh. rn.arr ,,t r i rlcnr,:, 

\Lrt
this prewalence u,ill only bc to its adr';rntaqc as long as iLs po\\rcr stnlcturc
remails inracq i.c., as lolg es thc a.mv ancl policc xrc prepxre(l to obc\.
its ordets ancl ro usc drc.ir veapons. 1f tl.iis is no longcr thc casc, then thc:

reloellion ri,ill oot be plrt clotvn,:rnd thc u,cep()[s rvili chenqe camps.

\\'l_,ethcr or notthe arrty iollo\vs ()t(lers is, iLccording to Arendt, not pri
marily a questioo of dorninatioo, bur oF oiriniJn, and of rhe nlnrber s shar

lng Lh.It , ,[rrnroD. .\.(r,rrh[X rL, h. r. rirrouglr tlr.] possiblc, su.lLlerr collapsc
oi powef, which qpifics x prc-rcvollrti()nerv clrrr.raic, onc can lcaro Prc-
cisely that obedicncc to laws, 1q!qs. and insrirurions - is ultimarely the
Iinal manilcstation ofsupport and consenr (scc 1972, 147 1,18), or rLrar "in
politics, obcdiencc ancl support are the same" (19731),228).

Of course, whcn violeocc and porver in pure form oppose one
anothef, such as in the Russjan invasitur of CzccLrUrlov..rkir in 1,]b8. rhe

situaticxr is complelely dillererll.lo In such ; casc, riolt-n.. c,rn intjcccl
soundly destol, porvar - bsr :lls() oo lnore ttrxn rhnt. 'lhc prioritl,of
Powcr over violencc also appcats here. Thc substitution of violeoce for
porvcr is thus ah\,ays afl exprcssi()n nf .i lt,:. , ,F p,,,,vrr ,,n| rhen rlrar

substinrtion becorncs attractive - ard cvcn if ir brings vicor\' .rd thus
sccrl1s ltorth\14lilc, ir is alu.lys rclrai<l rtirh , irrrrher l()ss of po\r,er. ln
this connccdon, Arendt poiats ro rhe dangcr., propcr ro r.iolence, of drc

rer..ersal of thc rclation bct$'ccrr rhc clcstrr-rctivi rncaos oI r,iolcrrcc :rrLcl

tht inten,:lecl goll.'1\ihen r,iolcrtrc is lt,, lr;rt.tcr hrcii:,1 rr:rcl rc!iilrioi.Ll l-.il
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power, the *ell koown tevcrsal in reckoning *'ith mcaos and ends has

takeo place ... with the consequence that rhe end will bc the dcstruction

of all power" (19'12, 153). The external form of this clestruction is the

totelirariro li:ffaror lllt)t form of g"rtrrrmcnt rn $'hrch I lrlenc. ncvcr

abdicatcs afld that, io c.)otrxst ro tiolent tl'ranls or dicta()rs, tr]rtls tlot

onl,r' against thr Po\,,'cr of its cnemics, brrr also againsr rhat of its ou'n

friends eod supporters. Total paralysis is the rcsult (sec 1972, 15'1 155)'

Porver md violerce 
^!e 

oppositcs, bur n,rt dralccticrlLv: thcr d'r not

meli together to bring about a higher statc ofatTaits, aod eren lcss do rhe)

har e a common rool. \\ihcn eirher poLe roles in irs pure forll, the other

.is absent. Violcnce appears t'"4ren Po{rcr is thrcatened ot l:,ils, bur Icft rcr

itscil violencc cen only end irt the disaPPeerance of porver' That imphes

tl-rat violencc cao ncvcr be uoderstood througlt porver: it nlust bc ulrder-

stood tfuough its owo roots and n:rture. Accordirtg to Arcnrlt, violence

is not 'bcstial': it is rooted prcclself in ltamat eatotions such as ragc or

indignatioo (as a reaction to a suftc-ring that shocks onc's sense of ]Lrstic':

or as a teactiori to hfpocrisr). Ilolrever, cven less dlrcs tlLis cnlotiorral

character rrreke riolencc 'itrationai': opirositc tb'ermrtionai', ri'c do not

furd 'rationai' but rather thc irlabilit-v to bc moved (enC thLts xlso the ilrabil-

iqr to understzod), or sentinentality as a Pervetsiot-r of lhe ltel.in.qs Ragc

and uoleoce arc prcciself irrational s-hen they, io accotciance u'ith the

recommeodation of elholol+sts tct occasionally let off steatn ancl thus to

avoid the accumulation of the eodogenous 
^gl+ession 

inshlrct. aim at sLrh-

stitutes in placc of the factots themselves that call uP the ralJc. Motcover,

somctimes violeot action, Precisel)' because ol its immediacy arxl speed'

is the only htting (reasorlxble) answcr, or thc ofllv means to rebalancc thc-

scales of justice once rrrore (see Atenrlt 1972, 160 163) 1"

Arendt ccncludcs that violence is a temPtiog but thoroughly Poor

substitute lor action. 'fcmpting, because violcoce io its [raoner is cepa

ble of bringing aboLLt a breah in the c(ntifiuotrs chronologicel Proccss ()f

history. lt can 'oe u,orthu,l-rile, be ir primarii,r' lor short tcrm goals,.an'l

much less ior long term structural cl,;n-c': lt tt. iLl "rlr.L "v 'rJ'. r 'thcr a

i it ,

r ,4\;
\..1
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.eformist than a rcvolurionary \,eapon (see Arendt 1972,17G). Atl ofrhis
makes \.joleflce, hos'ever,'no less poor as a sLrbstitute for actioo. On the

one haod, it is not ttue actioo,.but a pen-ersion oi it. becau."e ir docs not
speak .rt-l(l ir d()cs not aonsider rhe conseqLr.nccs (scc 1972, 16i); or more
precisely: it is 'untcalistic' in all of its 'rarional' crlculatioos of thc c,:,nsc

qucncas bccnuse it docs not take into accr:iunr (anti as e retionrl calcula

rioo, it r?, rehc oo nccounq of dle uoe\pccted, \r,hile rhc lattcr, thc '\hoil,r.
improbablc.' precisely takes place in thc d<rgrain of human rtfrLirs (1958,

300). On ti:e othcr hand, r,ioleocc does not cscepc rhose very,tiresome,
cheracteristics oi rction thet ir u.rnts ro clinrinatc: tirst, rir some m.urnci
violent action is 'infected' by the mpredictabi/itl rhar is rtpical of acdon 3s

srrch, and eccordingiy, it is enEtcly not the trltsirvaxthr means ir prrports
to be: "o.r\\-here docs Fortura, good or ill luck, pla1, a rnorc latelul role
in human :rffairs than on rhe batdefieid" (1972,106 101); secon<l, violcot
,.r.un lur. 'c i-."t",tb./itt ^lrh, pr,",. ,lr.,r (t ..,,,.1 ..

in motion, and will ofien cnd up in rn todlc\. 'pr,-,1 
,,1 r.r,lt,rcc: :ILrc

r'r,. ric. ,l .rrl.,rc.. lrl ,,,1 a,ri .,,,, h.r',;, . rlr. L..,rld.r,ur r r,r.,.p l,
able chanqc is to a rnore violcot \lorld" (1972, i77). Inrcnried as an insrru

' mental intefl'e rt ri() rL, rcIxed to ftbitalia*isd-drmanriing thr slLatc nrrstcrl,
\ rolcncr ;rl\\'x) s Lhrc ltun\ to h[1 prey to the alrcat]v ntcffiorcd rc\.ersel of
relntiol1 l)et\,ccn nrcans and cnd. Violenr actioo crnnot completely cure
either of these hvo 'cvils,' unpreclicrrLhiJiry ro.l rrrcvctvbrhry, u irieh are

rnlrcrcnr in , r, D rrrion. l

( nlr gt ',916 1,p11tr1,L.

In the above analysis; the ecceot fcll ,n tlre pt Lurtt\ r,i p...vcr o,.cr rio
leocc. But o[c should nol eonc]rrde from this that Art-ndt srrrply rcfLrsr::

vioience. First, shc recogoizes "that it is parriculrrly terlping ... Eo cqrlirre

1-.o.,,, er rrith violelcc, in a.liscL1ssi.)n of r,,,lrrt ectulllt is rrnl! one of
oou'eis sl_,cr_i,:L cascs - !lxl1telr. thc D().,r,cl- .i t,., trr,r:r,rrtr." Iorl irr1.:tri

t.. 
,-- i

.:..1
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bccause "in Forcign rclations as well as donrcstic affaus io/ence appears es

d /ast ftJt)rl t0 ke+ thr l)atvcr slrkx w illtdct ag iost individual challcngers

drc foreigo eoemv, the native criminal" (1972,146, m1'emphasis). I tili
imn-rediatcl,v rcnrrn ro this. Sccrxrd, I have drcacly iodicaterl that Arcnclt

recognizcs that violence is thc onlv f_rtting enss-er in ccrtaio sinrations.
'I'hat :,ppJies cspcciaill, in thc ircc of totalitarian cvil thc concentration

and cxtermioation canrps from our recerll histort - for rr,.hich Atcn<lt

indeed rrses rhc lliblical worcl skartlala (l-uLc 17, 1), or Klot's expression

rtdical) itil. This evil is bcyond mcastrrc aoC incornprehensiblc:

ill u'e knorv is rl,ar r,,.e cen ncrther punish nor lorgrr.e such ol-Eences

end rhar thel'therelore transcend the realrn oihuman allairs antl thc
potcntiJities ot human por,,-er, l;oth of rvhich the.r' raclicel\' dcstr,:r1
g,heteler thev make thrir appiarancc (1958, 241).

What dre rcadet tlrreaters to ovcdool< is rhar rhe impossibilirr of punish-

1,.("lr ,,r l',rqi\', n(ss onl'rn:,nifcrr t ,ll ay , rh. r" li,:l .irlr', 1., r,

o!.rconl(], or at .lcasi cuntaine.i. flhc Nurcnrbc'rg tials coul.l.()fliy occLrr

alr(r rlr- U' r'n,rn s.rn\lI.r7 tri,,r ru,h-r ,r 'r-rt. d,( I'u\\, r.l. rr,,)

ing ' lr.,rr, Lr ttl "Latl.la rlr,rdl mrr,ift.r. rIrlr r a;orlr(, mrrncr -
whiclr Arcodt n-tcntions only i\ l';/d ,4./itn a.ler I'on /i/;gn I tbu, albci,.

m, r,l1 irrJrre,,ly:

That rlc can conlronr cvil onll th olence does noi mean thx! whoever
suffers evil and struggles against it, norv also becomcs cvil, but it cer-
tainly rneaos thar er.il destroys the t /eryt)ta ,, hr"r.tn lphen wherevet it
appears. Evil deeCs ate literally non deecls: thcl.makc aJ1 fr.rrd)er actr\-
iry inrpossilrle... [Du: wir lutt 8rr.z nur mit Gcw:lt bcgqner ktit en,

. b!:dg irll, it:: ver Biitet ml der rnd sib yrbr!, run aub b6se n!, aber a- hcirxtahl, rLa$ tLar Biiia 1er zrvischenrnen:chh.h.fNlithtbotirh 4,r/nrl,
a inm{ n ii lntlteinny, nili Ba)y latefl '; d l,kt nbltrb tJ, ld/cit; rie

ttadttn a/ltr witt:n:'1m uuii.4lttb...) 0931, 236, my cmphasis).

. "Ali l'nrtlrcr acivitl, lalit; t*iter, 'Iir{": lrr thrs /\re,rdt once more melrfls

forgir-cness, lrecxusc lust as in TLt I Ittt.rt ( ortlilitt, itttttrctliarcli, tblir,rvs
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thc prooourcemcnt ofJcsus (I-uke 17, 2) on thc pcrpetrator of such non'

deeds: "It s,erc be(ler lor him that a millstone u'cre hanged about his

necli, and he cast in the sea" (1958,241; 1981, 236). What she docs not

do is connect hcr thougbt to'lbe Oigits 0j l:oiahaidtrrt/, ur thich she

holcls that "total ,lominaticxr is thc ooly for n of gorerorr-rent *'ith rvhich

coexistcncc is nor possible" (191i, \XVll), and in rvhich she repetirivclr

dcnounccs thc naii'c diplomacy an<i appeasemcnt polic) ()f rhe non rotal-

itarian s,r;,rld in the llce of Hitlcr aod StaJin (19r3, e.g. -i93). Nlorc cieerly

th..ln in '17. I Intat Conditiaa end in l./ira Atiui orlcr litn tilt4er I fiu. it
xppcars hde tltat ..\reodr is rhoroughly ()i thc opnli()o rhet, conirontctl

rvith t1re dangcr of desr trctioo of thc in bets.ccn r.,f [:orvcr, onlv a rcsolutc

rexction is proper - a tcaction that durs m,t w,,,r.l lhr rlLre;rt r ,f violcnce

and, if ncccssery, also rhe et'fcctivc rrsc uf sucL-r. Prcci..lr ber.rusc ra,Ical

evil "ciispossesscs us ofall porver" (1951i, 241) s'e c:rn do nothing else than

answcring it with riolence.'{h[s at such :l fi]orne11t, ollc ,]ust be pre

1'"reJ r" ,-"

Thcsc findinlrs bring:mc to ml tir:t , 
'nc1rL"r,,Lr: 

,\rendr io i.rcr

rsslrmes thar po$,cr zrrlr r.iolence at cefiiin momelrts to [rlintaio itscli.

That intplics thet pover must alio pr.p:,r. it"tlF t,r 
'LLeLr 

q lrrenr: and

thus must h.rvc me2ns ofrioience in resen e. Tbis dcpcodelce or violence

can probablv be interprercd as to additional sign of rhe nofl omnipoteot

character of powcr, of its intriosic finitude and lilritedncss. But it cer

tairJy nurnces Arcodts proposition conceroiog thc priotitl, of po.,r'cr:

narnell. thi. priorrry i. n,,l aL.nlure.

T[re temptation is oow largc to imracdiately formulate a sciofil con-

clusion: namely, that Arcndt io fact empioys nto clifTerent conccpts of
vrLrlclcc: on *rc ooc hatd. a vi.lence thllt comes to fhe assistaflce of

froverr or, to usc thc r,,'ords that I have cited abor.c, violeoce as "l lest

ll:sort tr:r hcep the pou,er structurc intect," anr1, r.,n the othcr hand, e vio

lencc that is its orvo goal (mci rhus disavorvs its charactcr rs a rneans)

arrl plar:cs itself in the place of pot et, and tl'erefrrrc dcsroys ell pou'er

t:r'r:r-L oi those ..rho usr it). ()o<: oul.l .,,1,1 1,.;. th..r the llr.r vi,,l.nce

:,
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can be justificj in ccttain cascs - u,ithout beiog legitirnrzcd - and the

. second in principle ncvct (and considcr this as thc rcasoo rvhy normal

everydav language usually Lebels the sccond r.iolence as'senseless,'i.c,

rvithout direction, resulting in nodring). This asslrmPtion that Arcndt

elnploys a distinction benvccn a'good'and a'bad'\'iolence ma\', iri lirsr

sighr, secm dcfcLrsibic, but in drc encl sccns to mc to bc coolrar\. to thc

undercutrcnt of Arenclt's analysis. Ilcr:arLse even if one could correctlY

arel]e that, since Arendt does not simply refuse violencc, shc mutt il.ideecT

l-rake this distinction, ooe mav not forger that sLe repetitir.elv p"iots

our rhe immense problem confrootinq alc!-- r'iolent act, crco tlrc so
t 

callecl 'good' ones: hou, to maintain the prioritv of po\yer oler violcncc,

'r 
l1',r' r" Lrr(\,'nt rn ir,irially i.r.rifie,l r;.,1(nLc rr,ro yir ,ri,cr,,r. r,rr,'

irLro en arJorgiuble cvil? $,Vere the firc boorbing of Dtcsdcn enrl thc

atom bornbing of llitoshima and Nagasalii actuall)' ncccssar) to f.'.t
thc rcspective sulrcnder of German,v ancl Japan? Wh,v indeed rhese

attocities, and not the destrlrctioo of the raiiroacl tracks to thc c\tcrni
natiol c?imps?) 'Io bclicr.e thxt we c.1n c,-,rnfletelt c,,nrr,,l Lhr\ rel'ersal

is an illusion, and tbr two rcasons: first; ooe thcn .lcoies the dln.rnric

proper to violcnt actions (irstrurnental and purposefii, but simultane

ousiy irEectccl u.ith unpredictability and iirer.crsrbilitii; second, ooe then

undetcstimates rhe destnrctive and suicidel chdracter of the modcro atse

nai (see 1972, 105, 112, aod 116).

The second conclusion that emerges is thus diflerentthan the onr just

suggested: namcly, that power always plays rvidr fire and endaogers itself
- rvhcn it appcals to r.iolencc, afld rhlis mLrsi eorploy it with the utmost

caution. In combinatioo with thc Erst conclusion (rorver needs violencc

in ccrtain cascs), rhe [nal cooclusirxr must be: violcnce cen and ma1 plal

a rolc in politics onll in thc last rcsort- Iior tlrat mrttcr, Arendt's ocuvre

is e Plca, b<:fore ir con,", to lhi, p, 'irrt, r( r c, ,un ler:rcr rr.lth n |gl,i,,nc} nrarn

the erosion of porver, the public space, ,rnd tllc c()mor()r'r woricl - Lecause

this crosion Ii)nns thc fitst and most irnp()rtaot bree,lilg gtound ,rf vio

icnce.

i i.l, f ,i,


