A Walk Through the Fire

Textual Questions

Activity 1: Comprehension

A. Say whether the following statements are True or False. Write ‘T’ for true and
‘F’ for false:

Question 1. The story ‘A Walk Through the Fire’ refers back to the year 1947.

Question 2. The narrator did not like the food at the Chinese Restaurant in
Secunderabad.

Question 3. Driving back from Secunderabad to the army camp the narrator
happens to meet Prof Rao on the way.

Question 4. The old man who was lying injured on the road was the narrator’s old
friend.

Question 5. The old man’s English was flawless.

Question 6. The Indian fire walker had not given any instructions to the narrator
before he made him walk through the fire.

Question 7. The narrator completed his walk through the fire without any damage.

Question 8. The old man’s answers to most of the narrator’s questions were in
yes/no.

Question 9. Professor Rao was not the leader of the cultural troupe.
Answer:

1. True
2. False
3. False
4. False
5. True
6. False



7. True
8. False
9. False

B. Answer the following questions in about 30-40 words each:

fRofifed Ude U &1 TR AFTHT 30-40 Vsl § SITT:

Question 1. What was the narrator’s profession and where was he posted when he
witnessed the entertainment show?

qUHEH T HIH HRAT YT 3R T8 Hal gad YT 9 I g8 HARoI aTel UaRH @

Answer: The narrator was a soldier in the British Army. When he witnessed the
entertainment show at that time he was posted at a Sapper Camp at Begampet which
was a small place in Hyderabad State.

Ui dl 3OS ) AT H P UTI Fd I ARG aTel USRI ST AT, 39 9T d8
IO S {3 RexmaTe g B Ue oIt 1t oe ot H ue JuR Sy B fAged i

Question 2. Where did the narrator eat a nice meal one evening and how did he
feel after eating?

quierdl 3 T H Hal ST WHT T 3R W 6§l 394 HT Hegy faar

Answer: One evening, the narrator had a nice meal at a Chinese restaurant at
Secunderabad where he had gone on a visit. While driving back to the camp after eating
the meal, he was at peace with the world.

U XTH qUIHBd! - Rib<raIg § Sgl 98 T H1H I 7T YT Th ATS1o] SRR H 33T
G G| G GH & o718 RifdR § dfied 9099 98 9gd M=l 89y R 8T T

Question 3. Where and in what condition did the narrator meet the old man while
driving back to the army camp in the evening?

MW & A AR & a0y oid w9 quiHed! &) w8l SR oy sawn § g afad e

Answer: While driving back to the army camp in the evening, the narrator met an
elderly Indian at a point of the road where it was divided into a fork. The old man was
lying quite still with his face covered with blood on the right-hand fork.



Y P e AR Bt 3R ded 9T, JuiHGdl & Y86 IR T SIe SIel 98 &l Y J
fauIorT 81 38t 2, Tob 9 YR AT | GIfig BT dTcl 98 WR 98 It oUifard falegrdd =11
ERCRRKURU ISR IMESIRAT

Question 4. Whom did the narrator see dissolving in the darkness of the night?
Why did they seem in a hurry?

quiHerdl = I & 3R H fbeh! A BId &7 d Searoil | - o1 g U

Answer: The narrator saw some shadowy figures dissolving in the darkness of the night.
They seemed to be in a hurry because they wanted to put as much distance as they
could in the shortest possible time.

UG A I & HR T T Biell $© BT ST BT BT <l | d STegarol H @ gt
ma&mﬁﬁ?whmﬁ? a1 HH I HY Jag T a1t Sara1 gl a1 Gobal A g1
|

Question 5. What did the object lying on the fork road look like? What did it turn
out to be on the narrator’s reaching there?

& YT A 5 TS WR U} i el et e auferal & gl ugan W ag S @
et

Answer: The object lying on the fork road looked like a bundle of white clothing. On the
narrator’s reaching near the object, it turned out to be an elderly Indian lying quite still
with his face covered with blood.

1 g3 TSP W US! il Uhe HUs &1 T It fevacdt 4t | auiHemdl & avg & U ugem
W, 98 J Y qYTY gL ardl Yuid: WM T g HRaH e

Question 6. Who were the assailants, according to the wounded man?

e SAfad & SFIHR THHUT H3 aTel AT i A2

Answer: According to the wounded man, the persons who had attacked him and had
beaten him severely were two youths. They belonged to the Anglo-Indian community.

gId fad & AR 3 A fSTe 14 39 TR SMehHUT fodT oT 3R 39 gt kg Uier T, &f
A ¥ I - HRT TS & U




Question 7. What did the writer do instantly to help the wounded old man? Was
his condition as serious as the narrator had thought of?

AGD A Y U I DI Gl & o R 1 fopame o Saaht fRufa gt 7ivdik &t
Tt e = T e

Answer: The writer had only a large handkerchief with which he cleared the blood from
the old man's face. In fact, the conditions of the old man were not serious. He was
conscious and had no internal injuries.

AP & U Had T 981 =q1d U7 FoR 39 9 Al o dgr I T DI 9 b
jﬁaﬁa Uad g &1 fufa Ia-t MR =6t ot a"s’%ﬁﬁ%ﬂaﬁwﬁﬁéﬂﬂaﬁaﬁfﬁwﬂ

Question 8. When and where was the entertainment show organized?
ARG & TeRH BT Ao &9 R FHel gail?

Answer: The entertainment show was organised at the Sapper Camp at Begumpet in
Hyderabad state. It was organised on the night before the narrator was due to leave to
the General Headquarters at New-Delhi, the place of his new posting.

ARG gl UeRiH §aTare Id # o7 Ue & W Sy # fovar mar a5 faT gt
DI T4t faeelt FRud gearer, S 1t Figfad & R, & ol TR 6’1 T S99 4d bl
R0 DI T8 TR maford foar wam i

Question 9. Name three important feats performed in the show.

UERH # fG@R MU i He@qUl Hras! & A1 Sd1si?

Answer: The first feat was the bending of an iron bar in a U-shape pressed against the
neck of the troupe leader, Professor Rao. Next, a five-ton truck was driven across his
chest. The last one was a walk through the fire by an elderly gentleman.

UGl R YT- e B T B DI Gd & Il YhIR Id b el W GaTehR U MR H
ST QORI UT- IYch U F Uld & gofil ¢ob Dl TORAT| RIS HRdd UT- U I Al
GRT 31T H Bl =erT |

Question 10. How was ‘the next meeting’ between the old man and the narrator a
big surprise for the latter? Where was it?



Uil & oY IU g MK SR IHebT "3Tell IR e fobd UbR Ueb seT 319y T2 U
[EREICT T

Answer: ‘The next meeting’ between the old man and the narrator was a big surprise to
the narrator because the old man was the same person whom he had found wounded
by the roadside. This meeting happened at the Sapper Camp.

39 3¢ Afad 3R quiardl 1 FTa firem auiHedl & fore e snyd o ifes 98 g agl
fad T o 39 I1d a1 H T8 & fb-TR U AT | I8 e JuR g & ga|

C. Answer the following question in about 125 words each:

fRfifad Ud® Uy &1 TR ATHT 125 sl | ST

Question 1. Describe the narrator’s first meeting with the injured old man.
A 95 Y aUHDBdl $I Ugdl GATHId PT quH HIfoTg |

Answer: The first meeting between the narrator and the injured old man took place one
evening when he was driving back from Secunderabad to his Sapper Camp at Begumpet
in Hyderabad. At one place, he saw something lying on the road in the headlights. It
turned out to be an elderly Indian lying still with his face covered with blood.

Clearly, he was severely beaten. The narrator cleaned the blood with his pocket
handkerchief. The injured man thanked him in perfect English for his timely intervention
and told him about his assailants. The narrator gave him a lift in his truck and dropped
him at his destination. The old man thanked him again. He promised to return his
washed handkerchief on their next meeting and he disappeared into the darkness of the
night.

quiddl 3R 9d g &1 Ugal JaThTd a9 gs Al 99 98 Udh UM Rid—ex1aie 9 ¢ |
gaRlale H SHUC § 31U UR 1 I aqY ST XET 4TI Th SHTE b &I AT | 394
TSh W s I el

98 G Y YUY gR dTdl T+ Td Jeg YR [Hdbdl| TY U I 39 R kg 9 el T
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Question 2. Who was Prof. Rao and how did he perform two great feats of
strength?

IR 19 D19 ¥ 3R 311 U & &) 58 Had 15 UBR feam?

Answer: Professor Rao was the leader of a troupe of Indians. He visited the Sapper
Camp at Begumpet to perform amazing feats of strength. In his first great feat, Prof. Rao
pressed a twelve feet long iron bar horizontally against his throat. He arranged six
volunteers each on either side of him.

They pushed the bar with all their might and the iron-bar was bent into a U-shape
around his neck. In his second and un-forgettable feat, of strength, he lay down under a
five-ton army truck with men crowded into it. His chest was placed in line with one of
the rear wheels. An old railway sleeper was placed alongside his chest to form a ramp.
Then the truck was driven quickly on the sleeper and across the professor’s chest.

MHIR G HRA & & & WIE 3| 98 STHUC H IR U § fad & Sydfod Xad
feam 3 1 U Ugd I8 HRAd H, WHIR 4 - Th IR Pe Wl dlg Bl TS I 30
T IR AR 0 H @71 3814 307 el % B: B: [Waddd| I |

3 (TTITH! ) TR B! B8 B T dled T Ydball 3R I8 e DI B8 3% (NhAR Id
¥) o F TR SR G PR & 7S & TS| AT & 30 TR IR e sxas § 3
W@@@Wﬁﬂﬁ@%%%%@?ﬂlwﬁmmﬁﬁwﬁ

e T @1 7| T GRIAT XAd BT AT 3D i b TR JTTHR Gl §-H o &g F @I
7| R T I doll I e TR 3R TIthaR & Wi IR el 7|

Question 3. What did the narrator feel before, during and after the walk through
the fire?

UG A 3T IR I & Ugd, 3T IR I & SR 3R &6 & 1 7gqy b

Answer: Before walking through the fire, the narrator felt ice-cold with fear even at the
very thought of it. But during the walk with closed eyes, he concentrated hard on green
fields in England. He felt that he was walking along the Rockfield Road just outside
Monmouth near Hendre Park.

There were green fields on either side of him. The scene was infinitely peaceful. It was a
lovely summer day. He could feel the warmth of the sun-rays through his clothing. His
mind was wonderfully and completely at rest. After the walk, he felt himself suddenly go
cold as though the sun had disappeared behind the clouds. He opened his eyes and



found himself standing with his back to the fire trench. In this act of fire walking, he felt
a mysterious state of mind full of divine peace and joy.

31T H BIhR <o Uge, Juiedli - ¥ [=R-AE 4 81 S b AR Tt WA S8 Heqd
fpar| Afe 3fi@ a5 TP (M H) T & SRM I 37008 H 8-+ Wl TR & dbiwd
frar| 3 @ P 98 38R UTh & UMY HIFHIGSY & 31dh 18R IAHIcS & IS6 R Id I8l
811 I°h gHI R BX-HX 9 |

==Y ST U ¥ TMaqul 7| I8 UTHHI BT Frax o AT | I HUS| & e IS Bl
fopxon @ T TEgy g1 X8 2| ST AT TS © U ¥ 3R T G AT AT| S
T Y I & §1E 39 D 8% gy 88 ol IR aIgdl & U &9 T gl |

I 31 Tt 3R U YT T aTelt WMs o1 3R YIS [ WST g3 Urdn| 31T R
wzﬁwﬁmwwm AT T 3T faba ot fea wmifa ok
3Hg |

Question 4. Where and when does the next meeting of the author and old man
take place? How does the author recognize him?

AEF 3R g Afad BT 3Tel e FHal 3R FF gl g7 TAD I hY UgarHdl 62

Answer: The next meeting of the author and the old man takes place at the Sapper
Camp at Begampet a few weeks after their first meeting. He was a member of the
troupe of Indians visiting the camp for a show of amazing feats of strength. During the
show, the author saw an elderly gentleman digging up a shallow trench.

He then filled it with red-hot coals. He splashed water on his feet and walked over the
coals along the whole length of the trench and back the same way. He squatted on the
ground and invited others to inspect his feet.

As the author knelt down beside him to check his feet, he felt something thrust into his
hand. It was the same handkerchief which was used to clean the face of the wounded
old man. It was then the author recognised him.

AGH 3R I I Afad B ST He 37! gl He & $& ! 918 ITHUC H W i
H Bl 51 98 I B i & SMiSd HRad fad 3R HRAR & &l BT U &g |
U&= & SR, Ta® - 35 Afad DI YT Wl Wied gU o/

I bR I Tt 7T STRT & 4R 3| I WY R urf fssh1 ok s &1 gt owg uR
DT 3R I TR I SFIRI TR 7| T§ STHA TR 96 74T 3R GIRI DI 30 WY B i




P & forw Imwfd fran| S kg I9F WY Pt i B & ol I9& UMY 934 & forw
D1, 3 30 1Y B HS YAT & o HEH g3HT| I8 Tal A T o U1d 95 & a8
] TIF B S ST T R 77 U7 | I 4GS 3 3 UgaHT|

Question 5. What does the old man meanwhile saying to the narrator “Some
things are known to all Sahib, but others only to a few” and “How the body is
covered is of no importance compared with how the mind behaves”?

quiierdl ¥ 9 fad - o1d 98 Hel, " dd GaD] Udl Bl ¢ Wled, dfdh genl ald $©
AT 1 g1 3IR "IRR B3 &1 g3l § T8 ST Hgdygul g1 o1 o AR vl HagR
1 g IUD B BT 31 T UT?

Answer: When the author asked the old man how he had known that he would come to
his rescue, he said, “Some things are known to all, Sahib, others to only a few.” The old
man meant to say that everybody on the earth has ordinary sensory powers but only a
few have extraordinary powers like prescience.

When the author wanted to know about his excellent English, the old man said, "How
the body is covered is of no importance compared with how the mind behaves.” He
meant to say that probably the author was deceived by his outward appearance. The old
man must have been an educated person who had renounced worldly things to lead the
life of an ascetic.

wéwﬁwqaw%ﬁw%@ﬁﬁwm%agsﬁwﬁ%%nmﬁ
3T Fel, "D dd JaD! Udl Bl &, W, GO $S &l B! Udl 8l & |” I& oAfad &b He-
1 312 o1 i =g Tadh fdaal gedt iR gde U gidt € e s/ wifdaa, s
dalY, $S & ATl b U Bkl g |

S AGD A ITD! ST S & IR H ST 3181 o) I& SAad - Hgl, TR HY TP § T8
I HedqU -Tg! g T fob AfTsdh ) SHTH &l ¢ 1" ST g &1 31 T foh Tme
oI ISP STE TRV Bl WHR AT W 1 B | 98 I Ao Rl 281 8 o U
qUAT 1 Sita SiiF o o Figmies a1l &1 @t faan o)

Question 6. Why does the author go in search of the old Indian fire walker after
the show? What efforts does he make to find him out? Does he succeed in finding
out the old man and the secret of his powers?

TR & 918 TG ST TR o daldl B @iol H F1 ofidT 87 SUD! ge- & a8 a1 T
HRAT 87 T I8 5 fad B! e 3R IUH! WG] BT g o H b gIdl |7




Answer: The author goes in search of the Indian fire walker after the show to know the
secret of his powers. He wishes to know why the fire did not harm them. How they were
able to walk on fire. But the author is unable to find him. Then he asks professor Rao
about him but Mr Rao does not tell him anything.

The next day the author borrows a truck and goes across to Firozguda to see if he could
find that elderly Indian, but he is not able to see him again. Thus the author comes back
after his hopeless efforts. He does not succeed in finding out the old man and the secret
of his powers.

G YR b UL 3T R FeT dTel R bl @IoT H IYeb! QAfekidl b 6T DI S
2 AT 8| 9 ST 915l & T ST A 35 g1 3l ! Ugars | 4 3 R Ia- & 99
&Y g | fobd s I el g urdTl

TUYTA 98 WHER 19 ¥ 9P IR H ST § foog 1. 3@ +ft 3 $o 981 Fard | AT i
98 T ¢ Al § 3R TpRISeT # 39 g YRAIT ¥ fiyem e 8 foeg a8 3 fbr off =1t
O UraT 8 | Ie s 39 FRIRITSH® Tl & §1G aT99 3T ST ¢ | 98 9 HRA &l e |
T4 ITH! fdddl & I8 1 Ul a7 H Jod el gl g

Question 7. Why does the author describe his experience of witnessing and then
performing the walk through the fire as ‘incredible’?

éwgmwaaﬁ (@ TeRH) B T 3R R Y FHRA & U U &Y Hfayg-a ot
Pedle?

Answer: The author describes his experience of witnessing and then performing the
walk through the fire as incredible because there was nothing unreal about trench filled
with red-hot coals. The heat from the coals was intense and the people around the
trench could see low flames licking around the old man'’s bare feet.

He walked the whole length of the trench and back without a blister on his feet nor any
burn mark left by the fire on his body. When the author himself walked through the fire
with the old man, he experienced such a mysterious state of mind as he had never
before nor since ever achieved. His mind was wonderfully and completely at rest. It was
an ‘incredible’ experience.

AGH AT H IR Ta (b T2 DI G- 3R 91¢ & WY I B & 3JHT Bl
3Tt Hedl g Fifd ard-ard SFRI U W1E & SR # 5o off srarafds &t Ul
DI BT 3T TSt ool At 3R WIS & IRI 3R TS AR A1 dUet Dl 39 I afad & =71
R ! =l FRd ¢ X8 A1 T8 WM B T TN db IR a0 Il 30 WY IR fo 1 fopedt




HHId & 3R A TRR W T gRI SIS T frddt fag & | ofd e W08 39 3G & 1Y ST

o IhR Ial, I U e AR SaRAT &1 SgHd gofT oiT 7 & Ugd iR T a1 &
B 3T I AT DI T ol | ST ARTSH SHTeioHd U ¥ 3R T kg M oT| T8
T AT SHT T

Question 8. What picture of the old fire-walker gradually emerges during the
course of the narrative?

g & SR 3T IR Ia a1 Bt 1 aR FR-R IHR HR 3Telt 82

Answer: The picture of the old fire-walker that gradually emerges during the course of
the narrative is of an ascetic who has mastered the powers of his mind and body. He
knows beforehand that the author would come to his rescue. He speaks excellent
English which suggests that he is an educated man who has renounced worldly
pleasures to lead an ascetic life.

He has the wisdom of a philosopher. He tells the author that how the body is covered is
not so important as how the mind works. His incredible feat of walking through fire
without getting even a blister on his bare feet shows his excellent control over mental
and physical powers which he could transfer to the author during his fire-walking with
him.

3T TR T aTdl J& B! aaR off eR-¢R gt & SR IHR FR 311l § 98 Ueb U U
o1 g oA 3 Al 3R IRR ot wifdaal W fasrg ur <ft 31 3 ugd T € Ut o i1l
2 fob Ag I TN 3T | I8 S5 3BT SN SieddT & o I S @ fob 98 Tb Ugl-
e afert  Form St 1 Sita o= & forw gienie gai &1 @ fean 2|

ISP U TS GIRIAH oI §fGHT 8| 98 A B! JaTdl § [ TRR HY el § I§ Sal

TE@qU g1 g ford1 fb AT H9 B HRdl 8 | ST 3T | J gl Ia- Pl

YT DI IFP 71 W R T a1 H g o1 ug fezaman 3 b ST ariies 3R

Wn@\@%@a 33T oo g o I8 g &1 4t S T1Y 31T R Ia &
RT9 gxdrafd faa

Additional Questions
A. Answer the following questions in about 30-40 words each:

fAafoRad U U &1 IR TIHIT 30-40 sl H cIfoTg:



Question 1. What reminded the author of his experience with the fire-walker in
India?

AGH BT HRA T 31T R Ia- dTd fad & 1Y §U 1 & o e = a1g famar?

Answer: It was an old pair of khaki drill slacks, a souvenir of his army days in India which
reminded the author of his experience with the old fire-walker in India. The slacks were
badly burnt at the bottom of the legs.

g T WISh! T BT T Hare & JHI Ug-T S+ aTaT I Iroidl, YRd J I & e Bt
=TT o7 forem oRae 1 WRd H 31T IR Fai dlel & W1y 3gHd 1 I1e feamdt| g
IS Sl § A O §_1 aRE STdT g3 AT

Question 2. When did the author first meet the fire-walker?

TGS 3 IR I a1t I Ugall 9R e [Ha?

Answer: The author first met the fire-walker in the early part of 1947. He was posted at
a Sapper Camp in Begumpet in Hyderabad. He was driving back to the camp one night
when he saw him lying wounded on the road.

AGD 1947 P RS HIT H 31T R I aTal fad I Ugel! IR f3ralm o1l 98 geriaig |
STHUE A AR S H 041 UT| T Id 98 R # e 8T U1 9d I I IS R 91
TRIT T UST g3 T |

Question 3. Why did the author stop the truck and reverse it?
AGF A b DI I AhT 3R Uiy arow o) fosan

Answer: Driving back to the camp at night, the author reached a point on the road
where it was divided into a fork. On the right-hand fork, he saw something in the
headlight. So he stopped the truck and reversed it.

d B! AR H a0 died 7T a9 TS& & Uh T I UR Ugdl ofgl 98 &l Y o
fquTiord 81 718 | TS& & Qe BT T 31, 3T ¢ B! AT H $S ol | FHOT 39
& AT 3R I e feram|

Question 4. Who is a good soldier, according to the author?

RGP P AR ST Ufd HH gl 82




Answer: According to the author, a good soldier is one who always carries his field
dressing kit in the specially provided pocket of his slacks instead of the usual tin of
cigarettes.

I o TR 35T A I8 BT & Sl SHR 37U Id UroHT H fa=ieey § 5+ g8
S # RTRe & Ufdse & I9 U1 UTufiies SURR fove A Iadl g

Question 5. Why did the author not consider himself a good soldier?
TGP - U D! 35T HHD T Tg JAT?

Answer: The author was not carrying his field dressing kit with him which he needed
very much form dressing the injured old man. So he did not consider himself a good
soldier.

TGP & U Ud 9 BT IUAR B o ol 30t wruffies IuaR Ufeent g1 ot | safere
I T SUDT 3ST AHH ! AT

Question 6. Seeing the very old Indian, why was the author worried?
9gd 3G HRA DI ST, A@dh i [ai-ad gaiT?

Answer: Seeing the very old Indian, the author was worried because he was badly
injured. His face was covered with blood. He evidently had taken a severe beating. The
author could not leave him there in that condition while he drove to the camp for help.

9gd 3¢ HRAN &l T@H a¥e fafad g1 a1 Hifd a8 g3 a8 I urgd Tl 3D dg
G I AYYY U ¥ TG J IY 11 R AR T Y11 g 39 39 g1ad H BIg ax RfaR
I el o i a8l ST FahdT ATl

Question 7. What two surprises did the old man give to the author that evening?

I I I g Afad A oG B oI 3 of 3ned fade

Answer: The first surprise that the old man gave to the author that evening was that he
stood up while the author was left squatting on the ground. The second surprise was
when he thanked the author in perfect English for his timely intervention.

gl 31y ol 39 3G - o &1 39 UMW a1 98 o1 foh 98 UhaH Wal 81 11 Said
g STHIF TR §3T X8 T | GIRT S T O I b 1 AT I8 o H 34 & g
< S 7 Y=are fear|




Question 8. Why did the words of thanks in perfect English from the old man
surprise the author?

J< fad ¥ G 36N | 4=9a1G o Meal 4 aad DI 31yd § o Sra feam

Answer: The words of thanks in perfect English from the old man surprised the author
because they seemed to be incongruous to him. The author did not expect them
coming from a man who was ragged and barefoot.

IS 3G & 491G o Weg 39 Jg Ao I YD @D PI 3T 3T Rl d 3 3Heuc
| TGP P! U T AT I I Xeal D1 RN et o S e -8 SR A7 W 7|

Question 9. Why had the old Indian not suffered too greatly in the attack on him?
30 SR gU 3T HUI H g YRR o 31 e ol 1ot ot di?

Answer: The old Indian had not suffered too greatly in the attack on him because he
had covered his face with his hands and pretended to be unconscious. He had known
that the author would come in time to rescue him.

G YR DI 3T SR gU SAHHUI H S dic ot AT o Fifcs I8 301 8T 310+
BT T g foram U1 3R 98I 81 T 981 fovan uT| I U U7 foh dgs Iy IR 38 s
3T ST

Question 10. What was the old man’s answer to the question of how he had known
that the author would come to his rescue?

g SAfad I 39 U &1 IR 41 YT foh I 68 U1 T foh e I8 S 3T STeft?

Answer: When the author questioned the old man how he had known that he would
come to rescue him, his answer was, “Some things are known to all, Sahib, others to only
a few."

Od OE® A 39 3G ¥ U1 fh S Y Udl o1 fh 98 I A ST al SUBT IR U, "FD
I1d JP! T Bl §, Ted, GO a1 Had HS Bl gl” |

Question 11. On what condition was Professor Rao allowed to perform his closing
feat?

WITG DI SO HfH Had fe@™ o1 SAfd o =d R & 15?



Answer: Before performing his closing feat, Professor Rao was asked to sign a
document having the condition that the British Army would not be responsible if
anything untoward happened to him.

3 3ifer HRad fa A Yd W7 A Ueb 3eY-UF R §XA1&R PR T b afe I
Y $B g gl § < 39 [arg Tfe=r IA1 forelt TR A ITRard e g

Question 12. Where and when were professor Rao’s feats performed?
FI AR DY UHAR A P B UG RId g T2

Answer: Professor Rao’s feats were performed at the Sapper Camp in Begumpet. They
were performed on the night before the author was to leave for the General
Headquarters at New Delhi, the place of his new posting.

THER A9 & B9 FHUC T YR o1 H G/ T | A Iad 8D & D! (gfad Bl
Tt STE TE-fowelt S RE RS&1ek o ¥ Ugd &1 Id fG™r T |

Question 13. What was the old man doing when Professor Rao was performing his
last feat?

e O X790 370 3ifrd s faar X8 3, §g1 Afdkd o1 i 8T U1

Answer: When Professor Rao was performing his last feat, the old man was busy in
digging a shallow trench about ten feet long and two or three feet wide.

Sd IR G YT 3Hf~<TH Hdd fGaT1 38 3, 98 gel Afdd 39 0T T ¢ Bic sl
3R G- Wic TSl T Iy WIS Wie- | o T

Question 14. What was Professor Rao’s closing act?
IR I1d BT SRR B T AT?

Answer: In his closing act, Professor Rao lay down under an army truck filled with men
close to its rear wheels. A railway sleeper was placed alongside his chest in the form of a
crude ramp. The truck was driven forward across the Professor’s chest.

3T 31T FRAS H, THER J1d ATl R 1 & ¢ & -iid S (IS ulgdl o Uy o
T | YA BT T A SRS Gl b U H 390 Ui F T 34 a1 1| Th Pl
W & 4 & SW I Far 147




Question 15. When did the author recognise the elderly Indian?
D 1 g YR Dl Hd GgaM?

Answer: After the fire-walk, the elderly Indian invited the onlookers to inspect his feet.
As the author knelt down beside him, he felt something thrust into his hand. It was the
author's handkerchief. Then he recognised the elderly Indian.

3T IR I0H & §e, 39 g5 HRAIT = <@+ aTd! dI 30 IR o & g i fovan | S
Bl OGP ISP U FhR 931, I Hegd a1 i s A9 Ib U A g 1 71 61 78
gD Dl FHA UT| I b A Y gt b1 UM

Question 16. Why did the people standing around the coal-filled trench produced
a big laugh?

SR X1 W18 o IRI 3R TS Al A SIR ¥ S e i fhan

Answer: Professor Rao came over there after his last act and announced that the fire-
walker would take a volunteer with him across the trench. This announcement made the
people standing around the trench produce a big laugh.

IR G T 3N UG & 1¢ 98T M 3R 99N Bt fob 3T UR Ie- arel safad
3 Y T WAYIH WTs & UR o S| 3T GV R WM & IR) 3R T Al 3 ok

3ggr foha|

Question 17. Why did the author not join the big laugh of the people around the
trench?

g WTs & IRI 3R TS ANl o Eer H A T Tl g

Answer: When the people around the fire-trench produced a big laugh at Professor
Rao’s announcement, the author did not join them. It was so because he knew that he
was going across the fire-trench.

O SR H:Y WTE & IRI 3R WS AN A WHER 79 &1 UM R SR ¥ 3Eer fovar df
é@:ﬁaﬂﬁmﬁaﬁg&m U1 31T T i a8 ST U7 fh 98 W 3T ) |18 &
UR S aTel o |

Question 18. What did the fire-walker tell the author before walking across the
trench with him?



3P 1Y WIS UR B3 I TS 3N TR Ia dTd) 3 oRGh A T BT UT?

Answer: Before walking across the trench with him, the fire-walker told the author to
put aside his fear while putting aside his boots. The fire would not harm him and that he
should close his eyes and think hard about the peaceful English countryside.

QTS & UR SHP 1Y Ied JHY, 3 TR e dlel 3 AGeh bl 30 S IdRd FHY 3]
S TP R TG DI BTl 3N I B1H a1 Ug @it $iR I8 1t HgT I a5 s g X o
3R $IUE & Mgl Ao &3 WR & THR |

Question 19. ‘l was back in England. In what sense was he back in England?
T U U8 Ugd T AT ORg e T 3 H $Tqiug T ugan?

Answer: The author was asked by the fire-walker to imagine that he was back in
England and not in India before walking across the fire-trench. Thus he was back in
England through his imagination.

SRl TR I aTdt A AEH B SRI-HY WS DI UR A U T4 I8 Bl R DI Dl
1 {6 98 YR | 781 Mg Savs | UT| 39 YHR 98 U Hed-T-fad J 7008 T 7|

Question 20. What enabled the author to walk the length of the fire-trench?
TGP SHTRI- U WS DI B UR HR URAT?

Answer: His concentration and imagination of green-fields and the peaceful English
countryside enabled him to walk across the fire-trench. The encouragement of the old
man also made him do so.

RGP B! THRIAT 3R 3T S QTS &b Y-+ Wl 3R 2nf-aue urdior ufkasr &) seur 3
TEH DI SRI-URT Ve UR B H GHY §-111 39 §¢ Afad & Ui A off 39 T
H U TeH S

B. Answer the following questions in about 125 words each:

fRfifad Ud® U &1 TR ATHT 125 Usal | ST

Question 1. ‘It was an incredible spectacle...... What was an incredible spectacle?
Who performed this amazing feat? What made the author recognize the fire-
walker?



I8 U SMfayT-1a =20 o1......” YT T SH-T1 YT? 39 Hdd B! [Ha- feaman
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Answer: Walking over the red-hot coals was the incredible spectacle which was
performed by the elderly Indian. When he had completed his performance, he invited
people to inspect his feet.

They inspected and there was not even a blister anywhere to be seen. The author then
went to him to have a closer look at his feet. As he knelt down beside him, he felt
something being thrust into his hand.

The author found that it was his own handkerchief. It was then he at once recognized
the fire-walker to be the man whom he had found injured on the road.

DA IR TR I Th YT 3R Ay =29 T SoR §g R gR1 e Rfd fowan
7| STd I YT USRI JHIH B ford, I AT b1 304 UTal T FARIeI0 S bl
3THRET farn| IR Pl fear =R 3% Fel i T Bwiar de T8t i

Jd e BRIe A GEH & oY I U 1| I8 IHb YR Y| o &1 gobl ol I Hed
e 5 IS U T IS ISl ¢ 31 TS § 1 ORGP A 3T b I8 ST WY BT FHIA UT| 79
Bﬂﬁ&g@waﬁﬁaﬁaﬁwwlqd%@uﬁgw Uga forar fo I8 I IR udd
SHIRYT H YT Ut |

Question 2. Why did the author volunteer to walk with the fire-walker across the
fire-trench?

3T R I aTd & 1Y SRI-HT WE UR R gg aa® o U YD T Tgd fobar

Answer: The author volunteered himself to walk with the fire-walker across the fire-
trench because when Professor Rao announced that the fire-walker would take a
volunteer with him across the fire trench, this produced a big laugh and it showed that
nobody had such belief and courage in the crowd.

Besides, the author did not join that big laugh because he knew then that he was going
across the fire-trench although the very thought of it made him go ice-cold with fear. It
proves that he had great respect for such an incredible spectacle and faith in the
performer and wanted to feel that thrill himself too.

AGH Tehd ARI-HL WS UR FHRA B W1 Y UL TR g3 Fiifes o1d W, 19 3 Tg
YN 1 P SR TR IS aTT U= 1Y Ueh TWUAIPH Dl AhR Uh dR b WS ! TR




DA dl T8 FADBR S A SRR 3Hear fohar ol a8 Rig oxar o1 o i 4 9 fodt o1 A
0 9 IR Iy o7 3R 71 81 U T | 39 Sifafad oad A 59 SigeT H YT T8t fern
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& R g% A 38T 81 71T T

Tg g #ar § f age & 79§ U sifayaiig Txg & ufd T8 3mex o1 3R verfHewdl
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Question 3. What was the secret of the old man’s powers? Did the author learn
about it? What was the significance of the words “Some things are known to all,
Sahib, but others only to a few'?

J¢ Afdd DI Gl BT G T UT? T Gh - 39 IR T $o ARA1? 'S dld Faeh| Ul
B €, We, SR gl Rt 3o 1 &) 37 <Iedl &1 1 e AU

Answer: The only secret of the old man’s powers was his concentration, self-confidence,
strong will power and fearlessness. The author certainly and obviously did not learn
about these powers because when he went to speak to him, he looked away from him.
But he had respect for and faith in the man otherwise he could not have dared to walk
across the fire-trench with him.

The words ‘Somethings are known to all, Sahib, but others-to only a few’ show that the
old man had a miraculous power and he had strengthened his will power which enabled
him to know about the author’s arrival to rescue him in advance.

§¢ Ao &1 AfFaa BT U A G D! THTIT, STATIYT, Tael S3T-RMad 3R
fvfferar ot | Rae 3 YT 3R T T 4 31 Afddl & aR H g1 A1 Riifep od a8
3D U I 7 HR 7Tl 3G g B e |

Qfh 9P 71 F 39 Afad & Ui 3MTeR 3R fayT T 39T 98 IP AU Ggdhd SFIR| BI
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Activity 2: Vocabulary

Question A. Use in sentences of your own each of the following words with its
meaning which should be different from the meaning in the context of this lesson:



ol sl # ¥ Ud® Yeg ! 30 a1l § I 31 § TR ST S 39 U1 & TR
A ygad orf  fira g

state, fork, mad, want, trunk, lift, country, leave, press, watch, feet, chest, fire, place

Answer:
1. state (T9) ~ Uttar Pradesh is the largest state in India.
2. fork (=Hfer) ~ People in the west use knife and fork to eat food.
3. mad (I9fA) - Young generation is mad about POP music.
4, wanl (STE) ~ Allliving beings want water.
5. trunk (§8) ~ The elephant uses his trunk to drink water.
6. lift (33F) ~ A crane is used to lift heavy container filled with goods.
7. country (391) - India is a country with unity in its div'ersity.
8. leave (3919 - Higher authorities sanction leave of their juniors.
9. press (¥9) - The Prime Minister declared demonetization in a meeting
with the Press. .
10. watch (==21) - Wearing a watch in hand is becoming out of fashion.
1. feet (¥7) - One must always have one's feet on the ground.
12. chest (fa=idt) - Banks have chest to store money safely. +
13. fire (et 91, - Seeingan intruder on the border, the soldier fired a shot.
jF |J@r)
14. place (¥41) - No one should defile a place of worship.

Question B. Use the following phrasal verbs in your own sentences:
fGfeIRad Phrasal Verbs T 30 aTerl H UG HIFT:

come across, holdover, drive back, swing into, shine across, get on with, turn out to be,
brush aside, work out, come by, head for, fade into, come through, laid on, called for,
put aside, splash over, tackle about.



1. come across ( foA1/fam =)
2. hold over (xafm =)
3. drive back (& ==

4. swing into (I 9™ F77)
5. shine across (ges1)

6. get on with (3177 sE/a%a g1
7. turn out to be (e

8. brush aside
(3w TE)
9. work out (¥iftF =mm F=0)
10. come by (91 H1A1)
11. head for (F} =i =71)

12. fade into ( HiI-+77 =7 F=1)

13. come through

(FweEE e @)
14. laid on (=mAT)
15. called for (% fau smavgs &)

16. put aside ( st =)
17. splash over (fazsm)

18. tackle about
_ (Freit T Wt A F)

Activity 3: Speech Activity

During life, we come across many challanges.

The matter was held over until the next meeting.

The army launched a big operation to drive back the
enemy from its positions.

The police is expected to swing into action immediately
at the start of a riot.

His intelligence and hard work shine across his
academic career.

It is difficult to get on with all and sundry.

Sometimes what seems easv to do turns out to be

very difficult.
Brushing aside the duties of life is an irresponsible act.

I work out regularly to keep fit.

Jobs are hard to come by these days.

Indian economy is projected to head for a big growth
as GST has been implemented.

As night comes, the light of dusk fades inro darkness.
Humanity has come through two world wars.

Extra buses are laid on during major festivals.

Strict action by the army is called for against terrorists,
The management put aside the demands of the workers
and insisted on compliances of the rules first.
Different colours are splashed over people during Holi.
Politicians must rackle about matters of national
interest apolitically.

Draft a short speech on ‘Benefits of Meditation and the Art of Concentrating’ and read it
before the prayer assembly of your school.

"¢ 3R UHIIAT B el o oy’ Ty IR uep G Hiwor farfa iR 3199 o d &t unefr

JHT & ITHA Ufeu|

Answer: Respected teachers and dear friends! Meditation and the art of concentration
are the two subjects which our Rishi-munis have preached. They have even laid down



ways and means for generations to learn them and reap their benefits. Modern scientists
and psychologists to acknowledge their importance in improving human life. Meditation
and the art of concentration relax the mind, body and spirit. They increase creativity,
happiness and energy of our mind and make it calmer.

Thanks.

Activity 4: Composition

Question 1. Prepare a report to be published in your school magazine on the
performance given by a South Indian cultural troupe at the ‘Inter-State Cultural
Festival’' held at your school in Ajmer.

SOTER T 30 WHd T AT /RIS IR fadb Id’ | Gl R IR$fad ad
SRT a8 T8 TRl R U Thd Ui H UHIRH gg, T RUld duR Sifod |

Answer: 'Inter-State Cultural Festival’

An Inter-State Cultural festival was held at our school from Jan. 1, 20— to Jan. 4, 20—-. All
the states of the country with their troupes participated in it. All of them gave
outstanding performances representing the culture of their state. But the most striking
performance was given by the South Indian Cultural Troupe.

It was a Kathakali dance which was performed by four dancers. Their excellent footwork
and impressive gestures of their hands complemented with vocal and instrumental
music were mesmerising to watch. Their colourful costumes, unique face masks were
outward. It looked like gods dancing on the stage.

Question 2. Draft an advertisement for the magic show to be organised by the
cultural society/committee of your school.

Hl@mwwm&r%m&mﬁa%aaﬁaﬁﬁr@%uaﬁ$ﬁﬂw
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Answer:
School Magic Show
Magic Magic  Magic
Cultural society of ....coevevviinnnnnschool, . is going to
nrgamqe a magic ih-:m on I'eb 10, 2(} _in :,Lhuul audlmrlum frUm 5 p.m. to

7 p.m. Local magicians will display their skills full of fun and wonder.

Free entry for students and parents.
Secretary




