
Unit-	6
A	Hero

Read	the	following	proverb	and	answer	the	questions	that	follow:

‘Fortune
favours

the	brave.’
1.	You	may	have	heard	of	this	proverb	before.	Do	you	know	what	it	means?
2.	Tell	the	class	why	the	government	rewards	the	brave	and	adventurous	children.
3.	Are	you	aware	of	any	brave	boy	or	girl	who	may	have	shown	an	act	of	bravery?	Talk	about	his/her	bravery	to	the	class.

A.	Reading
Read	the	following	story	and	answer	the	questions	that	follow:

Father	was	sitting	under	the	hall	lamp	and	reading	the	newspaper.	He	looked	over	the	newspaper	and	said,	“Swami,	listen	to
this:	News	has	been	received	about	the	bravery	of	a	village	lad	who	was	returning	home	by	the	jungle	path.	While	he	was	in	the
middle	of	the	jungle,	he	came	face	to	face	with	a	tiger.”	The	newspaper	gave	a	detailed	account	of	the	boy’s	fight	with	the	tiger.	It
also	described	how	the	boy	flew	up	a	tree	where	he	stayed	half	a	day.	At	last	some	people	came	that	way	and	killed	the	tiger.

																																																						
After	reading	it	through,	Father	looked	at	Swami	fixedly	and	asked,	“What	do	you	say	to	that?”	“I	think	he	must	have	been	a

very	strong	and	grown-up	person,	not	a	boy	at	all,”	said	Swami.	“How	could	a	boy	fight	a	tiger?”
“You	think	you	know	better	than	the	newspaper?”	Father	said	crossly.	“A	man	may	have	the	strength	of	an	elephant	and	yet



be	a	coward.	“Another	may	be	a	mere	skeleton;	but	if	he	has	real	courage,	he	can	do	anything.	Courage	is	everything;	strength
and	age	don’t	matter	much.”	“How	can	 that	be?”	said	Swami.	“Suppose	 I	had	a	 lot	of	courage,	but	what	could	I	do	 if	a	 tiger
attacked	me?”

“Can	you	prove	you	have	courage?”	said	Father	with	a	scowl.	“Let	me	see	if	you	can	sleep	alone	tonight	in	my	office	room.”
Swami	had	 always	 slept	 beside	his	 granny	 in	 the	porch.	The	 two	always	had	 their	 beds	 side	by	 side.	Any	 change	 in	 this

arrangement	kept	him	trembling	and	awake	all	night.
	He	hoped	at	first	that	Father	was	only	joking.	He	tried	to	change	the	topic	by	saying,	“Father,	our	captain	says

we	shall	have	some	elders	also	in	our	cricket	club.	He	has	asked	me	to	tell	you.”“We’ll	see	about	that	later,”	Father
cut	in.	“Hereafter	you	must	sleep	alone.”

“From	the	first	of	next	month,	I’ll	sleep	alone,”	Swami	said	very	humbly,	trying	to	please	Father.“No,	you	must	do	it	right
from	today,”	Father	said	sternly.	“Sleeping	beside	Granny	or	Mother	like	a	baby	is	disgraceful.	You	are	now	in	the	Fifth	Standard
and	I	don’t	like	the	way	you	are	being	brought	up.”

Father	lifted	the	newspaper	to	his	face	and	started	reading	it	again.	Swami	rose	quietly	from	his	place	and	tiptoed	to	his	bed
in	the	porch.	Granny	was	sitting	up	in	her	bed,	and	she	said,	“Boy,	are	you	already	feeling	sleepy	today?	Don’t	you	want	to	hear	a
story?”

Swami	made	no	reply.	He	threw	himself	on	the	bed	and	pulled	the	blanket	over	his	face.
“Don’t	cover	your	face,”	said	Granny.	“Are	you	really	so	sleepy?”
Swami	uncovered	his	face	a	little	and	whispered,	“Please,	please,	Granny!	Don’t	talk	to	me,	and	don’t	let	anyone	disturb	me

even	if	the	house	is	on	fire.	I	shall	.perhaps	die	if	I	don’t	sleep	at	once.”
Then	he	 turned	over	and	curled	under	 the	blanket.	He	started	snoring	but	soon	found	his	blanket	pulled	away.	Father	was

standing	over	him.
“Get	up,	Swami,”	Father	commanded.	He	looked	like	a	ghost	in	the	semi-darkness	of	the	porch.	Swami	stirred	and	groaned

as	if	in	sleep.“Get	up,	Swami,”	said	Father	a	second	time.	“Why	do	you	disturb	him?”	Granny	pleaded.
“Get	up,	Swami,”	said	Father	for	the	third	time	and	Swami	got	up.
Father	rolled	up	his	bed,	took	it	under	his	arm	and	said,	“Come	with	me.”
Swami	looked	at	Granny,	hesitated	for	a	moment,	and	then	followed	his	father	into	the	office	room.	“Let	me	sleep	in	the	hall,

Father,”	Swami	pleaded.	“Your	office	room	is	very	dusty	and	there	may	be	scorpions	behind	your	law	books.”
“There	are	no	scorpions,	boy.	You	can	sleep	on	the	bench	if	you	like.”
“Can	I	have	a	lamp	burning	in	the	room?”
“No.	You	must	learn	to	be	brave.	You	must	not	be	afraid	of	darkness;	it	is	only	a	question	of	habit.”	“Will	you	at	least	leave

the	door	open?”	Swami	said	very	humbly.
“All	right,”	said	Father.	“But	promise	you	won’t	roll	up	your	bed	and	go	to	your	granny’s	side	at	night.	If	you	do	it,	I’ll	tell

your	teacher	and	make	you	the	laughing-stock	of	the	whole	school.”
Swami	was	pained	and	angry.	He	did	not	like	the	cruelty	his	father	was	showing.	He	cursed	the	newspaper	that	had	printed

the	tiger’s	story.	He	wished	that	the	tiger	had	not	spared	the	boy.
The	night	advanced	and	the	silence	in	the	house	deepened.	Swami’s	heart	began	to	beat	faster.	He	remembered	all	the	stories

of	devils	and	ghosts	he	had	heard.	He	was	almost	faint	with	fear.
Swami	hurriedly	got	up	and	spread	his	bed	under	the	bench	and	crouched	there.	It	seemed	to	be	a	much	safer	place.	He	shut

his	eyes	tight	and	encased	himself	in	his	blanket.	Unknown	to	himself,	Swami	fell	asleep.	In	his	sleep	he	had	a	terrible	dream.
A	tiger	was	chasing	him.	Swami	tried	hard	to	escape	but	his	feet	would	not	move.	He	tried	to	open	his	eyes	but	his	eyelids

would	not	open.	He	groaned	in	despair.
	
At	last,	using	utmost	effort	he	opened	his	eyes.	He	put	his	hand	out	to	feel	his	granny’s	presence,	as	was	his	habit.	But	he

only	touched	the	wooden	leg	of	the	bench!	At	once	his	lonely	state	came	back	to	him.	He	shook	in	fear	and	closed	his	eyes.	He
heard	a	little	rustling	noise	in	the	room.

‘What	can	this	be?”	thought	Swami	and	slowly	opened	his	eyes.
Something	was	moving	in	the	darkness.	Swami	lay	gazing	at	it	in	horror.	He	was	certain	that	his	end	had	come.	The	devil

would	soon	pull	him	out	and	tear	him	to	pieces!
“So	what	is	the	use	of	waiting?”	Swami	thought.

																																																			
As	it	came	nearer,	Swami	crawled	out	from	under	the	bench.	At	once	he	clutched	its	leg	and	dug	his	teeth	in.



There	was	 a	 painful	 cry:	 “Aiyo!	 Something	 has	 bitten	me.”	Then	 there	was	 heavy	 tumbling	 and	 falling	 amidst	 furniture.
Everyone	in	the	house	was	awakened	by	the	loud	noise.	In	a	moment,	Father	and	a	servant	came	running	with	a	light.

	
Both	of	them	fell	on	the	burglar	who	lay	amidst	the	furniture	with	a	bleeding	knee.
The	next	day	was	a	day	of	congratulations	for	Swami.	His	classmates	looked	at	him	with	respect.	His	teacher	patted	his	back

for	his	courage	and	bravery.	The	headmaster	said	that	he	was	a	true	scout.	Swami	had	bitten	into	the	knee	of	a	notorious	house-
breaker	and	the	police	were	grateful	to	him.

When	Father	returned	home	from	the	club	that	night,	he	asked,	“Where	is	the	boy?”
“He	is	asleep.”
“So	early!”
“He	didn’t	have	a	wink	of	sleep	the	whole	of	last	night,”	said	Swami’s	mother.
“Where	is	he	sleeping?”
“In	his	usual	place.”
“Sleeping	beside	his	granny	again	!”	Father	exclaimed.	“That	is	why	he	wanted	to	be	asleep	before	I	returned	home.	Clever

boy!”
“Let	him	sleep	where	he	likes,”	Mother	said	angrily.	“You	needn’t	risk	his	life	again.”
“All	right,	pamper	him	and	spoil	him	as	much	as	you	like,”	Father	mumbled	as	he	walked	away	to	his	room.
Swami	was	following	the	whole	conversation	from	under	the	blanket.	He	felt	a	great	relief	to	hear	his	father	giving	him	up.

-R.K.	Narayan

Glossary
crossly	(adv)									:	a	little	angrily
scowl	(n)														:	an	angry	look	or	expression
porch	(n)														:	a	covered	entrance	to	a	building;	a	verandah
sternly	(adv)									:	seriously	and	strictly
disgraceful	(adj)				:	very	bad;	shameful
tiptoed	(v)												:	walked	quietly	on	the	tips	of	his	toes
curled	(v)													:	drew	up	his	legs	close	to	the	body	and	curved	his	back
snoring	(v)											:	breathing	roughly	and	noisily	while	sleeping
stirred	(v)													:	moved	slightly
groaned	(v)										:	made	a	deep	sad	sound
pleaded	(v)											:	requested
scorpions	(n)								:	small	creatures	with	a	poisonous	sting	in	the	long	tail
laughing-stock							:	someone	or	something	which	seems	stupid
tumbling	(v)											:	falling	helplessly
scout	(n)														:	one	who	is	trained	in	doing	acts	of	public	service
notorious	(adj)							:	well-known	for	some	bad	quality	or	act
faint	(v)															:	likely	to	lose	consciousness
crouched	(v)								:	bent	the	knees	close	to	the	body	in	fear
encased	(v)									:	covered	himself	completely
crawled	(v)									:	moved	slowly,	keeping	the	body	close	to	the	ground

How	well	did	I	read?

Fill	in	the	boxes	using	yes/	somewhat/	no.
I	enjoyed	reading	the	passage.
I	got	the	idea	of	the	passage	on	my	own.
I	got	the	idea	with	the	help	of	my	friends	in	the	group.
The	teacher	helped	me	to	understand	the	passage.
I	used	the	glossary	given	at	the	end	of	the	passage.

I.	Answer	the	following	questions:
1)	According	to	the	newspaper’s	report	who	fought	with	the	tiger?
*2)	Can	you	say	why	Swami’s	father	read	the	news	to	his	son?
*3)	Did	Swami	believe	the	story?	Give	reasons	for	your	answer.
4)	What	did	Swami’s	father	ask	him	to	prove?
5)	Why	did	Swami	try	to	change	the	topic	when	his	father	asked	him	to	sleep	alone?
II.	Read	the	following	sentences	and	say	whether	they	are	true	or	false.	Write	T	for	true	and	F	for	false	statements	in	the

brackets.	Correct	the	false	
statements.

1.	Swami	said	that	he	would	sleep	alone	from	the	following	week.															(								)



2.	Swami’s	father	looked	like	a	ghost	in	darkness.																																							(								)
3.	When	Swami	was	snoring,	his	grandmother	pulled	the	blanket	away.								(								)
4.	Swami	was	really	afraid	of	darkness.																																																					(									)
5.	Swami	wished	that	the	tiger	had	killed	the	boy.																																								(								)

III.	Tick	the	correct	option	to	make	the	sentence	true.

1)	Swami	was	almost	faint	with	fear	because
a)	his	father	would	beat	him.	b)	he	was	afraid	of	ghosts.
c)	a	ghost	entered	his	room.	d)	he	had	a	terrible	dream.
2)	Swami	clutched	the	leg	of	………………………….
a)	his	father.	b)	his	grandmother.	c)	a	chair.	d)	the	thief.

Vocabulary
I.	Pick	out	synonyms	from	the	story	for	each	of	the	following	words.

1.	clear	2.	bravery	3.	shameful	4.	hide	5.	upset
6.	argued	7.	swore	8.	unpleasant	9.	tapped	10.	damage
	
II.	Read	the	conversation	given	below	and	fill	in	the	blanks	with	appropriate	words	from	the	box.

grateful,						respect,			certain	,					courage,			sternly,				afraid	of,				terrible,
hesitated,				disturb,				disgraceful

	
Ruchira	:	I	don’t	know	why	the	teacher	………….	to	give	his	mobile	number?
Suhas	:	He	might	be	worried	that	you	would	……..	him	with	your	phone	calls.
Ruchira	:	I	have	great	……..	for	him.	I	will	never	behave	in	a…..…	manner.
Suhas	 :	 I	 am	 …...	 that	 our	 teacher	 will	 not	 give	 his	 number.	 Anyhow,	 I	 like	 your	 ………………………..	 .	 We	 are	 all

…………………….	him.
Ruchira	:	I	don’t	think	our	teacher	is	………	……….	but	he	says	everything	…………..	Once	he	gave	me	a	wonderful	gift	so	I

am	always	…………….	to	him.

III.	Read	the	following	clues	given	below	to	complete	the	word	ladder.

	

	1	c	__	___	____	___	____				y				2
																																										____
																																										____	

																																									____

																																													3							g						__	___	____	___							y					4

																																																																															____
																																																																																____		

																																																																																____

																																																																																																					____	

	

																																																																																												5							w						___			y	

	

Clues

1.	Sandhya	said	_____________	that	she	hated	him.
2.	Sridhar	is	a	____________	boy	of	10	years	old.
3.	Jyothi	used	to	sleep	beside	her	_______________.
4.	The	garden	is	full	of	________________	coloured	flowers.
5.	I	met	my	friend	Kumar	on	my	_________________	home.



IV.	Proverbs

A	proverb	is	a	short	sentence,	usually	known	to	many	people,	stating	something	commonly	experienced	or	giving	advice.	Here
are	some	English	proverbs:
	Tit	for	tat.
	Where	there	is	a	will	there	is	a	way.
	A	bad	workman	always	blames	his	tools.
Every	language	has	proverbs.	In	Telugu	we	call	them	‘saamethalu’.	Here	is	one	example	from	Telugu:
‘kukka	kaatuki	cheppu	debba’.	It	is	important	to	know	the	meaning	of	a	proverb	before	you	use	it.
Match	the	parts	under	A	and	B	to	make	some	proverbs.	You	can	use	the	clues	given	within	the	brackets.

A	B
1.	An	apple	a	day(search	for	a	profession)											[	]	a.	is	a	friend	indeed.
2.	A	friend	in	need	(rhymes	with	need)																	[	]	b.	saves	nine.
3.	Failure	is	(search	for	‘achievement’)																[	]	c.	mightier	than	the	sword.
4.	A	stitch	in	time	(search	for	a	number)														[	]	d.	keeps	the	doctor	away.
5.	The	pen	is	(search	for	a	weapon)																				[	]	e.	the	stepping	stone	to	success.
6.	Empty	vessels	(search	for	noise)																					[	]	f.	the	mighty	ocean.
7.	Little	drops	of	water	make																														[	]	g.	seldom	bite.
8.	Honesty	(ends	with	‘cy’)																																[	]	h.	while	the	sun	shines.
9.	Make	hay	(search	for	a	star)																										[	]	i.	is	the	best	policy.
10.	Barking	dogs	(search	for	what	dogs	do)									[	]	j.	make	much	noise.

Grammar
	
Look	at	the	following	sentences	from	the	text.
1.	Father	was	sitting	under	the	lamp	and	reading	the	newspaper.
2.	He	looked	over	the	newspaper.
Sentence	1	is	in	the	Past	Continuous	Tense	form.	It	conveys	that	the	action	was	in	progress	at	a	particular	point	of	time	in	the
past.	In	sentence	2,	the	verb	looked	is	in	the	Simple	Past	Tense.	It	shows	that	the	action	was	complete	in	the	past.

I.	Pick	out	5	sentences	from	the	story	that	use	the	Simple	Past	Tense	and	5	sentences	that	use	the	Past	Continuous	Tense.
Write	them	down	into	your	notebook.

II.	Read	the	following	paragraph	and	fill	in	the	blanks	with	the	simple	past	or	past	continuous	forms.

While	 Swami’s	 father	 …….........……….	 (read)	 the	 newspaper,	 Swami	 …..……………..(listen)	 to	 it.	 His	 father
…………………	(ask)	him	to	sleep	alone.	But	he	………………….	(be)	afraid	of	ghosts.	He	……………………….…..………
(want)	 to	 sleep	 in	 his	 grandmother’s	 room.	While	 he	…………….………..(sleep),	 he	……………….…….…………(have)	 a
terrible	dream.	A	tiger	…………………….……	(chase)	him	and	he	……………………..…………….…(try)	to	escape.

Writing
	
I.	Summarize	the	story	using	the	following	hints.
Swami	___	the	news	report	___	about	a	boy’s	fight	___	father’s	advice	___	sleeps	in	his	grandmother’s	room	___	father	insists
on	sleeping	alone	___	a	terrible	dream	___	catches	a	thief	___	becomes	a	hero.
II.	Write	about	an	act	of	bravery	that	you	or	your	family	member	or	any	one	of	your	friends	may	have	shown	at	some
stage	in	your	life.
	

How	well	did	I	write?

Fill	in	the	boxes	using	yes/	somewhat/	no.
I	was	able	to	explain	/	describe	/	narrate	well.
The	sentences	I	used	were	properly	connected.
I	was	able	to	express	my	ideas	in	apt	words.
The	ideas	were	arranged	in	proper	sequence.
I	used	proper	punctuation	marks.

How	well	did	I	edit	my	work?

Fill	in	the	boxes	using	yes/	somewhat/	no.
I	deleted	the	excess	words.
I	corrected	the	wrong	forms	of	words.
I	corrected	the	punctuation	errors.
I	added	new	words	wherever	necessary.



I	corrected	the	misspelt	words.
III.	Change	the	story	of	“A	Hero”	into	a	drama	and	enact	it.

(Group	work	–	Let	the	students	form	3	or	4	groups)
	Read	Swami’s	story	once	again.
	Identify	the	characters.
	Pick	out	the	dialogues	of	the	characters.
	Identify	the	locations	of	the	events.
	Decide	scenes	and	setting	accordingly.
	Assign	roles	to	the	members	of	the	groups.
	Enact	the	drama	before	the	whole	class.

IV.	Have	a	discussion	in	the	whole	class	on	how	the	performance	could	be	
improved	in	terms	of	delivery	of	dialogues,	costumes,	action,	settings,	etc.

How	well	did	I	write	the	skit?

Fill	in	the	boxes	using	yes/	somewhat/	no.
I	was	able	to	fix	the	events	of	the	skit	well.
I	fixed	the	characters	of	the	skit.
I	used	appropriate	dialogue	in	my	skit.
I	was	able	to	express	the	feelings	of	the	characters.
I	concluded	my	skit	well.
I	was	able	to	express	my	ideas	in	apt	words.
The	sentences	I	used	were	properly	connected.
I	used	proper	punctuation	and	spacing.
	

Can	you	solve	these	letter	riddles?
1.	What	letter	of	the	alphabet	is	an	insect?
2.	What	letter	is	a	part	of	the	head?
3.	What	letter	is	a	drink?
4.	What	letter	is	a	body	of	water?
5.	What	letter	is	a	pronoun	like	“you”?
6.	What	letter	is	an	exclamation?
7.	What	letter	is	looking	for	causes	?
8.	Why	is	the	letter	“T”	like	an	island	?
	

Study	Skills
	
Change	the	words	given	in	the	box	into	different	parts	of	speech.	Some	words	may	not	have	all	the	forms	given	in	the	table.	You
may	use	a	dictionary	if	you	like
strong													courage															grace												sleep													disturb													hesitate	
dark																				try																					wake											notorious								heavy.

Noun																																													Verb																																																				Adjective																																																									Adverb
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

--------------------------
courage																																												discourage																																																	courageous																																																

courageously

																																																									encourage

																																																										wake

																																																																																																																											strong

grace

sleep

																																																								disturb

																																																								hesitate



																																																																																																																										dark

																																																									try

																																																																																																																								notorious

																																																																																																																													heavy

	

Try	these	tongue	twisters
Three	grey	geese	in	a	green	field	grazing.
Double	bubble	gum	bubbles	double.
Selfish	Sal	sells	shell-fish.
How	much	wood	would	a	woodchuck	chuck	if	a	woodchuck	could	chuck	wood?
	

Listening	and	Speaking
	

I.	Your	teacher	will	read	the	story	‘Carried	Away	by	an	Eagle’.	Listen	carefully	and	answer	the	questions	that	follow.

																																																																
	
1.	How	old	was	the	child	when	she	was	picked	up	by	the	eagle?
2.	In	which	country	did	the	child	live	when	she	was	picked	up	by	the	eagle?
3.	Why	did	the	eagle	leave	the	child	on	a	rock?
4.	Why	did	the	eagle	fly	round	and	round	over	the	rock?
5.	Why	do	you	think	that	the	girl	was	lucky?
6.	Why	do	you	think	Svenhild	still	keeps	the	torn	dress?
	
II.	Work	in	groups	and	retell	the	story	‘Carried	Away	by	an	Eagle’	in	your	own	words.

B.	Reading
Read	the	following	poem:		

																																																						My	Nasty	Adventure



	
	

	
My	plane	was	just	about	to	crash.
So,	I	grabbed	my	bag	and
Took	out	my	big	blue	parachute
to	glide	me	down	and	land.
At	last,	I	found	a	spot	to	land.
But	there	was	a	big	breeze.
And	so,	I	had	to	painfully
land	on	these	sharp	pine	trees.
I	was	then	filled	with	bruises	as
a	pine	fell	on	my	ear.
I	sat	down	on	the	ground	to	rest.
A	thorn	then	poked	me.
I	slept	on	the	ground	frantically.
Mosquitoes	bit	my	nose.
Bugs	crept	all	over	me
and	tickled	my	body.
I	scratched	myself	when	I	woke	up,
appearing	like	a	fool.
And	after	the	whole	thing	I	thought
I’d	rather	go	to	school.

Glossary
crash(v):	fall	or	come	down	violently
bruises(n):	dark	marks	left	on	the	skin	when	one	has	been	hit
breeze(n):	a	gentle	wind
poked(v):	pushed	a	pointed	object	into	something	or	someone
frantically(adv):	very	anxiously
bugs(n):	small	insects
tickled(v):	touched	lightly	in	a	sensitive	part	of	the	body	causing	laughter
scratch(v):	to	cut	or	damage	a	surface	with	something	sharp	or	rough
	
How	well	did	I	read?

Fill	in	the	boxes	using	yes/	somewhat/	no.
I	enjoyed	reading	the	poem.
I	was	able	to	interpret	the	poem	on	my	own.
I	got	the	idea	with	the	help	of	my	friends	in	the	group.
The	teacher	helped	me	to	understand	the	poem.
I	used	the	glossary	given	at	the	end	of	the	poem.



	
I.	Answer	the	following	questions:

1.	Who	do	you	think	is	the	speaker	in	the	poem?
2.	Which	line	in	the	poem	suggests	that	the	speaker	was	only	dreaming?
3.	Why	did	the	speaker	feel	like	a	fool?
4.	What	did	the	speaker	finally	want	to	do?
*5.	Have	you	ever	experienced	any	adventure	in	your	life?	If	yes,	share	it	with	your	classmates.
*6.	Do	you	think	the	title	‘My	Nasty	Adventure’	is	suitable	for	this	poem?	Give	reasons.	Give	your	own	title	and	tell	the	class

why	you	have	chosen	it.
7.	Why	is	the	poem	titled	‘My	Nasty	Adventure’?
8.	List	all	the	rhyming	words	in	the	poem.
	
II.	Add	lines	to	the	following	poem,	write	it	on	a	sheet	of	paper,	and	display	it	in	the	poetry	corner.

My	boat	was	about	to	sink
I	had	a	lot	to	think
………………………………
	

Project
	
Go	to	a	nearby	library	and	collect	stories	of	adventure	from	the	newspapers,	magazines	and	story	books.	Narrate	one	of
them	to	the	members	of	your	group.	Paste	a	good	story	with	pictures	on	the	wall	magazine.
	
	

C.	Reading
Read	the	following	story:

	
Learn	How	to	Climb	Trees

	
(Many	tigers	roamed	about	in	the	thick	forests	in	the	Kumaon	and	Garhwal	hills	till	the	beginning	of	the	20th	Century.	Jim

Corbett	was	brought	up	in	 this	region.	He	loved	mountains,	 forests	and	animals.	He	was	an	excellent	shooter.	He	killed	many
man-eaters	and	saved	the	lives	of	countless	people.	)

Kunwar	Singh	was	the	first	to	visit	me	the	day	I	was	given	my	first	gun.	I	was	eight	then.	He	came	early,	and	I	put	the	old
double-barrelled	gun	into	his	hands	with	great	pride.	He	laid	the	gun	aside	and	said	to	me,	“You	are	no	longer	a	boy,	but	a	man;
and	with	this	good	gun	you	can	go	anywhere	you	like	in	the	jungles	and	never	be	afraid	provided	you	learn	how	to	climb	trees.
I’ll	now	tell	you	a	story	to	show	how	necessary	it	is	for	us,	who	shoot	in	the	jungles,	to	know	how	to	climb	trees.

Har	Singh	and	I	went	to	shoot	one	day	last	April.	We	started	when	the	stars	were	paling.	Since	we	found	nothing	to	shoot,	we
started	for	home	towards	evening.	While	we	were	taking	a	sandy	nullah	that	ran	through	dense	scrub	and	thorn-bamboo	jungle,	a
tiger	was	looking	at	us.	It	stared	at	us	for	some	time	but	went	back.

We	continued	on	our	way	and	the	tiger	came	out	again	and	it	was	growling	and	twitching	its	tail.	We	stood	still	and	luckily,
the	tiger	left	the	nullah.	Being	disturbed	by	the	tiger,	a	number	of	jungle	fowl	rose	cackling	out	of	the	dense	scrub.	One	of	them
alighted	on	a	branch	and	Har	Singh	fired	at	it.

The	tiger	came	towards	us	with	a	terrifying	roar.	I	had	climbed	up	a	runi	tree	but	Har	Singh	could	not	climb	up	a	tree	as	he
had	not	learnt	to	climb	trees	when	he	was	a	boy.



																																				
The	 tiger	 sprang	at	 him	and	he	was	 screaming.	Now	 I	 fired	 the	gun	off	 into	 the	 air.	The	 tiger	went	 away	and	Har	Singh

collapsed	at	the	foot	of	the	tree.	I	climbed	down	very	silently	and	went	to	Har	Singh.	I	found	that	one	of	the	tiger’s	claws	had
entered	his	stomach	and	torn	the	lining	from	his	navel	to	within	a	few	fingers’	breadth	of	the	back-bone.	All	his	inside	had	fallen
out.	I	could	not	know	what	to	do.	Har	Singh	told	me	to	put	his	intestines	back	into	his	stomach.	I	stuffed	them	all	back	along	with
the	dry	leaves,	grass	and	twigs	that	stuck	to	them.

Later	I	wound	my	pugree	(turban)	round	his	stomach	and	knitted	it	tight	to	keep	everything	from	falling	out	again.	We	started
for	home	walking	for	seven	miles.	I	led	the	way	and	Har	Singh	followed	me.	Holding	the	pugree	in	position	Har	Singh	told	me
that	he	wanted	to	meet	the	doctor.	We	walked	for	the	extra	three	miles	to	the	hospital.	It	was	night	and	the	hospital	was	closed.
But	the	doctor-babu	who	lived	nearby	was	awake.	He	asked	me	to	call	Aladia,	the	tobacco-seller.	When	I	returned,the	doctor	had
laid	Har	Singh	on	a	string	bed.	Aladia	held	the	lantern	and	I	held	the	two	pieces	of	flesh	together.	The	doctor	was	very	kind.	He
sewed	up	the	hole	in	Har	Singh’s	stomach.	I	offered	him	two	rupees	but	he	refused	to	take	it.	When	we	went	home,	the	woman
folk	were	crying.

-Jim	Corbett
	

Glossary
	
paling	(v):	appearing	less	bright
nullah(n):	a	water	course,	especially	a	dry	one
scrub	(n):	an	area	of	dry	land	covered	with	small	bushes	and	trees
cackling	(v):	making	a	loud	unpleasent	noise
collapse	(v):	to	fall	down	suddenly	because	of	loss	of	strength/support
sew	(ed)(v):	to	join	/	attach	something	using	a	needle	and	thread
	
	How	well	did	I	read?

Fill	in	the	boxes	using	yes/	somewhat/	no.
I	enjoyed	reading	the	passage.
I	got	the	idea	of	the	passage	on	my	own.
I	got	the	idea	with	the	help	of	my	friends	in	the	group.
The	teacher	helped	me	to	understand	the	passage.
I	used	the	glossary	given	at	the	end	of	the	passage.

I.	Answer	the	following	questions:

1.	What	do	you	think	is	the	main	reason	for	the	tiger’s	attack	on	Har	Singh?
2.	What	kind	of	person	was	the	doctor?	Justify	your	answer.
3.	What	would	you	have	done	if	you	were	in	the	narrator’s	place	when	the	tiger	attacked	Har	Singh?
4.	What	do	you	think	the	narrator	wants	to	convey	through	this	story?
	
Answers	to	riddles
1.B.	(bee),	2.	I.	(eye),	3.	T.	(tea),	4.C.	(sea),	5.The	letter	“	I	“,	6.O.	(oh!),	7.Y.	(why)
8.	Because	it	is	in	the	middle	of	waTer.
	



	


