Eiectoral Politics

15.1 Why elections ?

Assembly election in Haryana

"The time is after midnight. An expectant crowd sitting for the past five
hours i a chowk of the town is waiting for its leader to come. The organisers
assure and reassure the crowd that he would be here any moment. The
crowd stands up whenever a passing vehicle comes that way. It arouses
hopes that he has come.

The leader is Mr. Devi Lal, chief of the Haryana Sangharsh Samiti, who

was to address & meeting in Karnal on Thursday night. The. 76-year-oid}. {. .

leader, is a very busy man these days. His day starts at & a.m. and ends
after 11 p.m....he had already addressed nine election meetings since
morning... been constantly addressing public meetings for the past 23
months and preparing for this election.” -

This newspaper report is about the "State assembly election in Haryana in
1087. The State had been ruled by a Congress party led government
since 1982, Chaudhary Devi Lal, then an opposition leader, led 2 movement
called Nyaya Yudh' {Struggle for Justice) and formed a new party, Lok
Dal. His paity joiried other opposition parties to form a front against the |
Congress in the elections. In the election campalgn, Devi Lal said that if his
party won the elections, his government would waive the loans of farmers
aid sraall busiiessmen, He promised that this would be the first action of
his-government. - ST -
~The people were unhappy with the existing government. They were also

- at‘;rébt_e_d.'by;;Dgyi‘;LaI‘s"'promis.e. So, when elections were held they voted | -

wour of Lok Dal-and its allies. Lok Dal and.its partners.
sir the State Assernbly- Lok Dal-alonewon:60 seats
majority in the Assembly. The Congress could win only

- won 76 out of 90°
. .and tbgs:badﬁa,clea'

. The neuwly elected members of Legislative. Assernbly (MLAs) of Lok Dal |
chose Devi Lal.as thelr leader. The Governot invited Devi Lal
iée dagbatiart sereideclared;

c;iay_ érth

Y

elecﬁonrestﬂtwereannounced,ﬂuesitﬁngClnefl\dinlsterresigned |+

to be the- |

"in democracy it is neither
possible nor necessary for
peopie fo govern directly.
The mos? common form of
democracy in our iimes is
for the people to govern
through iheir represen-
‘tatives. In this chapter we
wiil loek at how these
representatives are
elected.” - ‘

; _.Bg\' 1. .
‘Future fies in the hands of the
’ - voter )




o became the Chief Minister. As soon as he became the Chief Mini
Government issued a Government Order waiving the outstanding loa
small farmers, agricultural labourers and small businessmen.

His party ruled the state fgr:fe_mgyears. The next elections were
1991, but this time his party did not win popular support. The Congr
won the election and formed the government. '

15.2 Why do we need elections?

Elections take place regularly in any democracy.
{i) There are more than one hundred countries in the world in which electic
take place to choose people's representatives.
i) A rule of the people is possible without any elections if all the people ca
sit together everyday and take all the decisions. This is not possible in afg
large community. Nor is it possible for everyune o have the time and 5
knowledge to take decisions on all matters Therefore in most democracs ;
people rule through their repreqentahves

15.3 What are elections ?

It is a mechanism by which neople can chocse their reprasentatives
regular intervals and change them if they wish to do so. This mechaijism* =

called elections. , : g'
Elections are considered essential in our times for any represehtath
democracy In an election the voters make many choices : i

{i) They can choose who will make laws for them.
(i)  Theycan choose who wili form the government and tako major decision .
(i)  They can choose the party whose pollmes will guide the govemment arn '

law makmg :
'15.4 Whot makes an election democratic ? ‘ a L

There are certam condihons which make an election democrahc

{i) Everyone should be able to choose. Thls means that everyone shou}d have

Fig.2 Image showing the | one vote and every vote should have equal value. ~ - s
importance of voter : ' £

i)  There should be something to choose from. Parbes and candidate hmifd ’
be free torcentest e!erﬁnns and Shontd eﬁ'er seme réal choice to the! @te{f,

(i) The.choice should be offered at regular mtervals Elections must ,ge hé]a .
, regularly after every few, years. - : LT =

{iv) 'I'he candndate preferred by the people should get elected




(b)

Disadvantages

It creates a sense of disunity.

Political parties and candidates often levy allegations against each other.
They often make false promises and try to deceive the puElic.

Afraid of dirty attacks, many good people do not like to contest elections.
Regular electoral competition provides an incentive to political parties and
leaders. They fully know they stand the chance of winning the elections if

they serve and satisfy their voters. But if they fail in this task, they will not
be able to win the next elections. Political competition may cause some

ugliness and divisions yet ultimately it puts pressure on the political parties |

and their leaders to serve the people for their own survival.

15.6 System of elections in India

(@

(b)

) for people who be (

Electoral constituencies

The country is divided into into different areas for purposes of eiechons

These areas are called electoral constitutencies. Each state is divided into a
specific number of Assembly constituencies. In this case, the elected

. representative is called the Member of Legislative: Assembly or an MLA.

Fach parliamentary constituency has within-it several assembly
constituencies. The same principle applies for Panchayat and Municipal

elections. Each village or town s divided into several ‘wards’ that are like
constituencies. Fach ward elects one member of the vzllager or the urban

“local body. Sometimes these constituencles are counted as 'seats’, for. each

constituency represents one seat in the assembly "When we say that Lok
Dal won €0 seats' in Haryana, it means that candidates of Lok Dal won in
60 assembly constituencies in the state and thus Lok Dal has 60 MLAs in

" ‘the state assembly,” - - o -

Reserved Constituencies

Our Constitution entitles every citizen to elect her/his representative and_

to be elected as a representative. The Constitution makers, however, were
worried that in an open electoral competition, certain weaker sections
may not stand a good chance to get elected to the Lok Sabha and the state
Legislative Assemblies. They may not have the required resources, education
and contacts to contest and win elections against others,

So, the makers of our Constitution thought of a special system of réserved
constituencies for the weaker sections. Some constituencies are reserved

to the Scheduled Castes [SC] and Scheduled Tribes. { .
; ho:be ngsto the.
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Consti-
) STATES tuencies
Andhra Pradesh 42
Arunactial Pradesh 2
Assam 14
Bihar 4C
Chhattisgarh 11
Goa ' 2
Gujarat 26
Harvana .10
Himachal Pradesh 4
Jammu & Kashmir 6
Jharkhand 14
Karnataka 28
Kerala 20
Madhya Pradesh 29
Maharashira | 48
Maripur i 2
 Meghalaya ! 2
Mizoram b 1
 Nagaland 1
Orissa_ 21
Punjab 13
. |Rajasthan 25
Sikkim 1
Tamil Nadu 39
Tnpura ) 2
Uttar Pradesh 80
Uttaranchal 5
“{West Benqal #° 17 427
g
UNION = | | Consti-
TERRITORIES | tuencies
Andaman & 1
Nicobar Islands - |- -~ =

. |Crandigarh

" |Dadra & Nagar- |

e

(.

)

16

i

®

Total Constituencies 543

General 419
Reserved () Y
Reserved (st)

=

g

Fig. B Luk sabha constituenring _
Voters list

Onee s'lc coﬁgiftﬁen-ciés are decldéd., the }géxt step is to decide who can
- and who cannot vote. This decision cannot be left to anyone tilf the last day.

In a democratic é!ection, the list of those who are eligible to vote is prepared
much before the election and given to everyone. This list is offictally called -
the Electoral Roll and is commenly known as the Voters' List™ '

" Everyone should get an equal oppoytunity to choose representatives’. In

Chapter One we read about the principle of universal adult franchise. In '
practice it means that everyone should have one vote and each vote should

" have-equal value. No one should be denied the right tovote M{hout a-good

reason.

. Differént cltizens _d@ffe_r from one another in many ways: somé_. are: ﬂqh, :
.. somie are poor, some ate: highly educated; some are not so educated or
" not.éducated at all; some are kind, others are not sokind... - '

-~ In"our colintry, all the citizens aged 18 years ‘and above ican vote in an
election. Every citizen has the fight to vote, regardless of his.or her caste,

the responsibility of the Gvarmment-to getithe names of all the eligible *




)

The card is not yet, compulsory 10r vOung. Fur VOULY, LIE VOLELD Laii iuw
many other proofs of identity like the ration card or the driving licence.

Nomination of candidates

Any-one who can be a voter can also become a candidate in: elections. The
only difference is that in order to be a candidate the minimum age is 25

‘years, while it is only 18 years for being a voter.

Political parties nominate their candidates who get the party symbol and

support. Party's nomination is often called party ticket'.

Every person who wishes to contest an election has to fill a nomination

form' and give some money as 'security deposit'.

Recently, a new system of declaration has been introduced on direction

from the Supreme Court. Every candidate has to make a legal declaration,

giving full details of:

—  Serious criminal cases pending against the candidate;

—  Details of the assets and liabilities of the candidate én{i his or her family;
and

= Education qualifications of the candidate.

This informatiori has to be made p{xblh This provides an opportunity to
the voters to make their decision on the basls of the information provided
by the candidates. ' R

15.6 Educational qualification for the Candidates

(i)

{iii)

In some countries, educaﬁonal qualification is quite necessary for the voters
and the candidates. They hold the view that when some kind of qualification
is quite necessary for holding any job, it should also be there for the voters

especially the candidates who would hold such important post of .

responsibility.

" But many pedple, especially those of the developing zountries, do not

agree with the above view because of the following reasons : |

It is argued that educational qualifications are not relevant to all kinds of
jobs. A cricket player should be judged by his ability to play cricket and not
by his qualification. . g ,

The voters are the best judge to choose the educated candidate or'an

experienced man who has the ability to understand people’s concerns,
problems efc. o

"It is also argued that if a graduatedegree (BA,BSC, VB.Corm.) is made
' didates, more than 90 percent of the voters would become

Fig.6
voting through & secrct bellot




Constituency : It refers fo an area

delimited for the purpose of election.

Let us look at some of the successful slogans given by different politic al =

parties in various eiechons

» The Congress party led by Indira Gandhi gave the slogan of Garibi

Hatao {(Remove poverty) in the Lok Sabha elections of 1971. The =

party promised to reorient all the policies of the government to remove
poverty from the country. '

¢ Save Democracy was the slogan given by Janata Party in the next
Lok Sabha election held in 1977.

¢ The party promised to undo the excesses committed during Emergency
and restore civil liberties.

e The Left Front used the slogan of Land to the Tiller in the West
Bengal Assembly elections held in 1977. '

+ 'Protect the Self-Respect of the Telugus' was the slogan used by N.
T. Rama Rao, the leader of the Telugu Desam Partyin Andhra Pradesh
Assemh}y elections in 1983. :

We have seen why democracies need to have elecﬁons But why do rulers
in nondemocratic countries need to hold elections?

- Which of the following statements about ﬁ\e reasans for conductng elections
are false?

' (a) Elections enable people to judge the performance of the government.

(b) People select the representatlve of their choice in an election. .

__{c) Elections enable people to evaluate the performance of the Judxaary '

{d} People can Indicate which policles they prefer

15.8 Techniques and methods adepted in election campa;gns

(a).

A party usually adopts the following techmqueq or methods in elections to
the Lok sabha or the Vidhan Sabha. o

PoSteringl"-: Afew days:before'the actual'e‘!ecﬁonAday, the eléction campaign
begins with.postering. These posters being the photographs of» the national
leaders of the party concerned appear on the walls of the main bazars and

C the streets

é ‘mgs iThen the’.candidates holdva r .o'u's parlir mééﬁhg af'i'd cc‘;mrﬁon




(e)

U

{9

temipos, tongas, rickshaws, motor-cycles, scooters, cycles, etc. are used to
carry the processionists who shout slogans in favour of the their candidate,

- or sometimes against the other candidates at their loudest voice.

House to house canvassing : Then house to house canvassing is
undertaken by the candidate and his partymen to get the support and
sympathies of the general public. The pamphlets and respective manifestoes
are freely distributed amor;g the people to get their vote.

Model code of conduct

The different political parties have agreed to follow certain principles during
an Election Campaign. Such principles, as a whole, are known as Model
Code of Conduct. Some of the principles of the Model Code of Conduct
are the following :

No place of worship shzll be used for election propaganda.

Criticism of the opponents should be fimited to their policies and
programmes. : ’

Government should not be used by any minister and the ruling party.

No announcement of reforms or favours shall be announced after the

. elections have been announced.
Polling and counting of votes

. The final stage of an elettion {s the day when the voters cast or 'poll' thelr

vote. That day is usually called the election day.

.Every pnerson whose name is on *he voters. list can.go to a. nearby 'polling

booth', situated usually in a local school or a government office.

Once the voter goes inside the booth, the election officials identify her, put
a mark on her finger and allow her to cast her vote.

An agent of each candidate is allowed to sit inside the poﬂing booth and :

ensure t‘xat the voting takes place in a fair way.

Earlier the voters used to m_dxcate who they wanted to vote for by putting a
stamp on the baliot paper. A ballot paper is a sheet of paper on which the
names of the contesting candidates along with their name and symbcls are
listed.

Electromc votmg machiies’ (EVM) are used to'record votes. The machme’: ;
“shows'the names of the candidates. and the ‘parly symbols Independenf b
' candxdates too have their own symbols allotted: by election officials; Allthe: | | 5o ole |

voters have to press” the button against the’ nartie: of thetandidate whomi” Vrepres

one wants to QIVG vote

Election Manifesto : A document
published, by each political party
before election containing the
pé‘licies and programme of that

paty.

Once the polling is over, ali the EVMs are sealed and}taken to a secure;_ o

place..A fewdays later, ona. fixed date, all the EVMs from‘a conshtuency' -
are opened a and the: votes secured by each candidate a{P cqunted The_ T
_ _agent of. all candxdates are present there o, ensitre that thie couriting is |- ™~

done proper P
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. .“07 known fo others o

When an
election is held in all consfitvencies
and people from ol parts of the
}counhy porticipate to choose their
representatives for Parliament or

State Legislative Assembly, it is
called a general election,

General Election -

(vm)

15.9 Are the elections expensive ?

The candidate who secures the highest number of votes trom a co
is declared elected. In a general election, usually the counting of votesin
the constituencies takes place at the same time, on the same day- Televis;
channels, radio and newspapers report this event. Within a few hours
counting, all the results are declared and it becomes clear as to who

form the next government.

Some people hold the view that elections are a great burden on the
government, political parties and the candidates which a developing counts
like India cannot afford. There is some truth in this statement. According to
an estimate about Rs. 3,000 crores were spent in the Lok Sabha Elections
in 2004 by the government, political parties and by different candxdates‘

%

But such an amount is worth spending on the elections because if there are
no elections, there will be no democracy. One government will continuein .
the absence of elections which can become dictator and corrupt.

M,L.mi'h

If we go deep, we come to know that only Rs. 50 were spent on one voter =
is Rs. 3000 crore are divided by the total number of voters for all the Lok '
Sabha seats. This is a small amount as compared to the liberties that the 3
people enjoy in a democracy. . :
Seen from another angle, Rs 3000 crore is léss than the cost of a single
nuclear submarine for which we have to pay Rs. 3, 166 crores. i

[CHECK YOUR ANSWERS | |
1. They need to hold elections to make people believe they are rulmg by

2,

" “popular vote and have thé people behind them. But in non-democrauc -

cointries elections are not free or fair (as in Mugabe's Zrmbabwe) orallow )
every one to vote {as in China). You have to be @ member of the' Chinese

Communist Party to be able to vote.

aandc

15.10 What makes Indian elections democratic

There is no denying the fact that some people indulge in unfair practices
during election in India. The ruling party misuses the govemment facilities.
Rich candidates use money and openly distribute-clothes and even wine.

" among the people, especially the poor people to buy their votgs. Some-
. unsocial elements try to capture- booths_and cast: votes on beha]f of the .

‘lliterate mral people ‘Sorne influential pohﬁcal parties manage to include’

false names in the voters list Many steps have been taken to ensure free
.andfairelecﬁonsmlndla R e

4.\‘»\»- EEE— .

_ Independent Election Commtsswn
' One: simple way of checking whether elechons are fair or not is tolook at‘-;

" who conducts the elechons

o Inour country elechons are conducted by an 1ndependent and very powexful

'me kind of d"nd‘cet?atA




(i)  The Chief Election Commissioner {CEC) is appointed by the President of

India. But once appointed, the Chief Election Commissioner is not
answerable to the President or the government. Even if the ruling party or
the government does not like what the Commission does, it is virtually
impossible for it to remove the CEC.

(i}  EC takes decisions on every aspect of conduct and control of elections
from the announcement of elections to the declaration of results. It
implements the Code of Conduct and punishes any candidate or party that
violates it.

{iv}  During the election period, the EC can order the government to follow
some guidelines, to prevent use and misuse of governmental power to
enhance its chances to win elections, or to transfer some of it officials.

) When on election duty, government officers work under the control of the
EC and not the government,
{b) Popular participation

) Another way to check the quality of the election process is to see whether
people participate-in it with enthusiasm. If the election process is not free
 or fair, people will not continue to participate in the exercise.

3w

- People's participation in election is usually measured by voter turnout figures.
: Turnout indicates the per cent of eligible voters who actually cast their
 vote. Over the last fifty years, the tunout in Europe and North America

has declined. In India the turnout has either remained stable or actually

-, gone up.

Voter turnout In India and the UK

9 _ UK
8 78 India —@—
- . ;\:; 0 - - .- 72 - o
2 :
£ 4
83
=)
. 1 '
e 1991 : 2605

Hg. 7 Election year
. (i) "In India the poor, illiterate and underptivileged people vote in Targer
proportion as compared to the rich and privileged sections. This is ini contrast

.to western democracies.- For- example inthe Umted States ‘of America, |:

o poor people “African’ Americans and Hlspanics vote.}
: nch and the white people RN

e o5 =
Electoral Parficipation : It entails
participating in the election
procedure through vofing, contesfing
election, compainging.




Prmt Medm : Meos of pubhc
information whvch consists of News

_|popers,  Periodicals  aond

| Magazines.

Electromc Medm Menns of 1

| public information system which runs

. fon- eledromcs -like Radlo, TV
. Computer efc.
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VOTER TURNOUT U INGIA AND LS BY SOCIAL GROUPS, 2004

VOTER TURNOUT (%)

3| B B 2] B 8

THOSE WHO PARTIGIPATED I ANY
ELECTION RELATED ACTIVITY 1N INDIA
Sourve: Nadonaf Eiection Sty 1936- 2004, CS0S.

|

Fig. 8 : Figures for India from National election study 2004, CSDS. Flgures for “ g
US from national Election study 2004, University of Michigan. B

Outcomes of Eiectiuns
The outcome of India's elections ~

{i) The ruling parties routinely lose elections in India both at the natlonal_
and state level. In fact in every two out of the three elections held in the .
" last fifteen years, the ruling parly lost. . . :

() In the US. an or 'sitting’ elacted representative rarely 1oses an elect\on
In India about half of the sitting MPs or MLAs lose elections..

_( i) Candidates who are known to have spent a lot of money on buylng B

: _(iv; -Bairingvery few disputed elections, the electoral outcomes are usuaﬁy o

votes' and those with known criminal connections often lose elections. *

accepted as 'people’s vendic™ by the defeated party -

15.11 Challenges to free and fair elections

Allthis leads to a simple conclusion’: election in India 2 are basica ly free =
and fair. The party that wins an election and forms government does so -
because people have chosen it over-its rivals. This may not the true f.bﬁ, o

~ every constituency. A few candidates may win purely on the basis of money

. democratic. :- - S . . i

©, ‘been able t6 push othérs out of the electoral race and 1o secure a

; L

power and unfair means: But he overall verdict of a general election still
reflects popular preference. There are very few exceptions to this rule in
the last ﬂfty years in.our ceuntry This is what makes Indian e]ectxons
Candxdates and partxes uiﬂth a lot of money may not bé sure: of thexr
victory but-they do. enjoy a big and unfalr ad\rantage over smaller
parhes and independents L *H!r
In some parts of the countzy, candidates u)lth criminal connectxon havg{

1

ticketﬁomma}or ‘pa _ :
Some families terid 0 ‘dominate political partxes, ﬁckets are distnbuted i
to relatxves from these ﬁamilies : : SN

Very often elecﬁons offer little chcnce to ordmary cmzens, for both the 2
e major parties are qulte simﬂar io each oth%r both ln policies ana
B practice. N L : ; : .




Fig. 9 : A voter at the voting day and after voting

Smaller parties and independent candidates suffer a huge disadvantage
compared to bigger partles. ) o
These challenges exist not just in India but also in many established
democracies. These deeper issues are a matter of concern for those who
believe in democracy. That is why citizens, social activists and organisations

have been demanding reforms in our electoral syste_rh. .

Rigging : Ah unfair prcuie
indulged in during election is called
rigging.




EXERCISE # 1

FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT -

+ " For voting, the voter has to show which of these

-a8 Idezity proof? . .

. () ration card -

. {2} driving hcense . :
~ (3) electicn photo identity card |
@ aﬂ& - these ‘

-+ (8) election oommissxon appomts new Haryana DGP

Multiple choice questions 8. What is the minimum age required to contest an
In India, elections for which of these bodies are held election to lok sabha?
after every five years? (1) 20 years {2) 18 years
(1) rajye sabha (3) 25 years {4) 30 years
{2} lok sabha and vidhan sabha 9. What is a set of norms and guidelines, which is to
(3) vidhan parishad be followed by political parties and contesting
(4) only lok sabha candidates during the election time, called?”
Elections held after the term of five years of lok (1) discipline roll (2) code of conduct
sabha are called {3) conducr rules {4) both (1) and (2)
(1) mid term elections 10. Which of these is permitted under the code of
(2} general elections conduct for election campaigns ?
(3) by elections {1) use of place of worship for election propaganda
{4) special elections (2) use of government vehicles for election
‘Constituencies called wards are made for the (3) use of media . -
elections tg - (4) once elections are announced, making any
(1) parliament promises of providing public facilties '
(2) state legislative assembly 11. Which candidate is declared elected ?
(3) state legislative council (1) one who secures the highest number of votes B
(4) panchayats and municipal bodies from 2 consﬁm?ncy. .
Which of these options is not correct? {2) one who secures two third majority
v (3) one who secures Vaof the total votes. cast
(1)Inan open electoral competiticn, certain weaker
sections may not get elected (4) none of these
(2) resources, education and contacts may be acking 12. Name the body which conducts the election irt adla
" inrtheir case 1+ (1) Suprerie ¢ourt” (2} Parliamertt
(3) influential people may prevent them from | (3) Cabinet (4) Election commission”’
winning elections 13. How is the Chief Election Comm;ssxoner chosen?
(4) influential people help certain weaker sections (1) appointed by the President
in winniny elections ! ' (2) elected by the people:
?cijdmy seats 2re reserved in lok sabha for the (3) elected by the MPs
040 ‘,“bzs 4_1 {4) elected by MPs and MLAs.
" How man 2) _(3) 51 @ '71 14.» When on election duty, under whose control dothe
y seats are reserved for women in rural government officers work
and Ufban local bodies? "(1) central government
- g;iz ::_tthe seats = @ election commission
' . 2/3‘ als” (3) district magistrate
':4) Non:e::stt P distrlct ot . .
e above 1 15, Whiich of these powers are exercised by the elecﬁon o

commlsslon to ‘ensure. free and fair.elections? .

'(1) e!ecﬂon conmission tightens nors’ for poll‘ :

expenses =
(2) election commlsslon orders repoll in. 398 booths' :

(4) both (1) ancl (2)
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16. In !ndx::z, who votes in larger proportion in tra j- 2.  MLA is a representative elected from each
election? ’ parlflamentary constituency. '
(1) poor end illiterate  (2) rich and priviledged | 3. We have the right to vote after 21 yzars of age.
(3) educated people {4) wemen 4.  \oters list is also known as ticket.
17. What does the term incumbent mean 7 5. 79 seats are reserved for SCs in the lok sabha.
(1) the current holder ¢f a political office 6.  EPIC stands for claction photo identity card.
{2) the candidate contesiing the election Fill in the blanks
(3) the outgoing candidate of the dissolved heuse | 1, In most democracies people rule through their
{4) none of the above -
18. An electoral malpractise in which a person assumes | 2. _ provide & inecharism by which peuple
the identity of another for unlawfull purposes is can chocsz their representatives. ’
{1) incumbent {2} rigging 3.  Electionsare :ll about __'__“ competition arr;o;ig
(3) impersonation (&) turnout several parties of candidates.
19. The election comnission is 4,  Loksabha electionsare heldafterevery ___ years.
(1) an elected body 5. __ machines are used to record votes.
(2) an appoirted body 6.  Elections are conducted by
{3} an independent body Match the column v‘
4) both (2) and (3) 1. Column-l Column-It
20. - Which among the following is not correct? _ ' (1)[garibi hatao . |(a) [right to vote after 18]
{1) the election commission conducts all elections year of age
for the parliament and ‘assemblies (2)|chief election (b} |slogan given by .
(2) the election commission directs and controls the commissioner {Indian National
' preparation of electoral roll Congress
(3) it cannot fix the election dates (3)|universal adult - {{c) |each constituency
{4 it _doe\snscr,utiny of nomination papers franchise has rogghly th.e
) I nomination papers : same population ..
True or false N ' {4)jone vote one  |(d) |house of peopia
L. Code of conduct is a set of norms and guidelines to 1_jvalue
be followed by political parties. (5) lok sabha (e} fappointed by the
' ' President of India

-Trueorfalse .. .. ... . T R R
- 1:True 2.False” 3.False. 4.False B.Truie .6.True: ©
FillIn the blanks-  ~~ - S
1. Representatives
 Match'the column
1165 Se;

2.Elections 3'.-Poli'ti-c_‘a,l _4.five -5, Eletronic voting . 6E1ectmncomm155ion

SailSel
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EXERCISE # 2

SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT

Short answer type questions

What are the choices that voter makes in an
election? /

What is the check on the political leaders which
makes them serve the people?

Mention the provisions laid down under the model
code of conduct to regulate the election campaigns?

Wheat is called a 'by election'?
What is called a constituency?

Mention one advamagé of regular electoral

~ competition?

What is a voter's list?

What is the significance of EPIC? '
What is meant by booth capturing?

Long answer type questions

What are the merits of electoral competition?
Explain them

What do you mean by election? Why is it needed in
a democracy.

What are demerits of political competition?

What is a reserved constituency? Why did India
introduce this system?

Explain any four powers enjoyed by Election
Commission of India? :

What is a secret ballot? Why is it good ?
Describe briefly the different process of election?

Why the candidates are required to give a detailed
account of their property?




'NCERT QUESTIONS WITH ANSWERS 1

1. Which of the following statements about the reasons for conducting elections are false ?
(e) Elections enable people to judge the performance of the government.
(b} People select the representative of their choice in an election.
(c) Elections enable people to evaluate the performance of the judiciary.
(d) People can indicate which policies they prefer.
. {a) and ()
Which of these is not a good reason to say that Indian elections are democratic ?
(a) India has the largest number of voters in the world.
{b) India's Election Commission is very powerful.
(c) In India, the losing parties accept the electoral verdict.
Ans. The first one-India has the largest number of voters in the world.
3.  Match the following : ’

"%

Column-1 Column-il
{a) It is necessary to keep the votcers list up ti) There Is a fair representation of all
to date because sections of our society .o
{0} Somne constituencies are reserved for {ii) Everyone has equal opportunity to SCs and STs so
S o " that they elect their representative &
{c) Everyone has one and only one vote {iii} All candidates must have a. fair so,thafzchance of
cometing in elections Ny
"{d) Party in power is not allowed to use - (v} Some people may have moved away govemment
* vehicles because from the area where'they voted
: fast , : g
Ans. (2) - (v} 5 ) — ()5 (c) - (i) 5 (d) - (i) ' o

4. List all the different election related activities mentioned in the chapter and arrage them in a ﬁrt%e sequernce,
‘beginning with the first activity and ending with the last. Some of these activities are given below : releasing
election manifestas ; counting of votes ; making of voters list ; election campaign; declaration of election

results ; casting of votes ; ordering of re-poll ; announcing election schedule ; fillng nomination.
Ans. lststep : Making of voters list - ' . ' R
= - 9nd step : Announcing election schedule .. .. .. ..

" 3rd step : Division of areas into constituencies o
4th step : Filing of nominations i
5th step : Parties present their mainfestoes ,7;
6th step : Election campaign
7th step : Polling day : casting of votes . .
8th step : Ordering Repoll : P . ' r
Oth step : Counting-declaration of election results. . ' o

5. Surekha is an officer incharge of ensuring free .and fair elections in an assembly ‘constit\,xeh% in a state.
Describe what should she focus on for each of the following stages of election < IR
(a) Election compaign (b} Polling day (¢) Counting day - E
Ans. (a) Surekha should ensure that following unfair means are not used in the campaign by thi'f,i parties :
.{) Misusing government vehicles, machinery or resources. . . . ' R £ ,
~ {ii) Using any place of worship for. election campalgn. . .o LaT e i
(iii)'Sp'ending.moré_than the ‘expenditure limit allowed for an election campaign in;a con %uency.
(iv) Appeal in )‘,he"_r;g’;mélcf;religi'on_or aste L oo -
(v} Ministers shall not lay foundation stones of any proj s, take any big policy decistons or m 4..‘?%-3
of providing public:facilities:once ele anniounced: In ‘short, to nge',that.'CQae.:of_,{é“
- violated. S e e
* (b) Polling da

il

ii}

cHions are.announc

ié no.camipaigning done. All campa ing should stop 36 hoirs before
.- starts, No brib buying of vofers. No riggin . Only voters in'the v ters list allowed
should be checked. Every voter yotes only “orice, mark fs put on the finger. Fair-yotin
presence of an-agent of the candidates. ..o i ot

(c) Counting day : They should ensure that all EVMs are s'ealeh.-ﬁdl EVMs 5re_ Vc-i:péne‘d’-or}‘_:tﬁ?'i‘sér‘ﬁé,dé.y; D

t when_counting Is done. Results

counting 1s dome, 7 LT T

nduct4s not -
ctual polling
¢ Identities -

ny.promiées o




__.Can we draw the following conclusions from the information gien in this chapter ? Gwe two facts to support
“ your position for each of these.
{a) Election commission of India does not have enough powers to conduct free and fair elections in the country.
-{o} There is 2 high level of popular participation in the elections in our country.
{c) Jt is very easy for the party in power to win an election.
{d) Many reforms are needed to make cur elections completely free and fair.
Ans. (a) No, this is untrue. EC can order a repoll in case unfair means are used in elections. It can punish if
a party or a candidate violates the code of conduct for elections.
{b) {i) Yes, inIndia, unlike USA, it is the illiterate, the uneducated and the underprivileged people whe parhapate
more in elections.
(ii) The number of people whose vote has gone up over the years, which proves the popularity of elections.
(c) {i) No, the 'Code of conduct’ for elections prohibits the misuse of power and government machinery by
* the ruling party.
(i) If the ruling party fails to fulfil people's expectations, it is voted out as it has been proved in Indra many
times.
{d) Yes, there are some reforms needed
(i) Candidates with criminal connections have won elections. This should not have happened,
(i)} Some families tend to dominate elections. Tickets are distributed to relatives from these families.

7. Chinappa was convicted for torturing his wife for dowry. Satbir was held guilty of practicing untouchability.
The court did not allow either of them to contest elections. Does this decision go against the rinciples of
democratic elections ?

Ans No, they don't. Any one convicted of a crime is not al‘owed to stand for elections, so Chinappa was debarred.
Satbir was also. guilty of breaking a law by practising untouchability. So he was also debarred.

8. Here are some reports of electroal malpracices from different parts of the world. Is there anything that

these countries can learn from India to improve their elections ? What would you suggest in each case ?
(a) During an election inNigeria, the officer in charge of counting votes deliberately increased the votes

- of one candidate and declared him elected. The court later found out that more than five !akh votes

- cast for one candidate were counted in favour of another.
_ (b) Just before elections in Fiji, a pamphlet was distributed warning voters that a vote for former Prime Mimster
Mahendra Chaudhry, will lead to bloodshed. This was a threat to the voters of Indian origin.

(c) In the US, each state has its own melhfd of voting, its own procedure of counting and its own authority .

“for conducting elections. Autherities in ihe state of Florida took many controversial decisions that favoured
Mr. Bush in the presidental elections in 2000. But no one could change those decisions.
Ans, Nigeria, Fijiand US can follow the Indian example of having a powerful Election commission which is mdependent

of the government. They should also have a "Code of conduct” for elections which would stop rigging of -

+ votes and parties threatening the voters as they did in Nigeria and Fiji. "The Code of Conduct” should apply
 to the whole country and different states should not have different rules as In the case of Florida;. USA.

9. Here are some reports of malpractices in Indian elections. Indentify,what the problem in each case is. What :

‘should be done to correct the situation ?

" (a) Following the announcement of electlons the minister promised to provxde financial aid to repoen the
closed sugar mill,

(b} Opposition parties alleged that thelr statements and ¢ compalgn was not gwen due attention on doordarshan
and All India Radio.

(é) An inquiry by the electibn. commission showed that electoralv';olls of a state contam name of 20 }akh.".

‘fake .voters, . S :
(d) The: hoodlmns ofa poliﬁcal party were movlng y/lth guns
-partles ‘to. mieet the- voters. ‘and: attacking meelings..of other -parties.

Ans. >(a) The' problem inthe- firit casé Wi to galn some popular votes for the n.thhg\party by making promxses

after ‘the, a’mouncement:of electlons This ‘should- not have been’ allowed

physlcally preventmg supporters of other pohtical

P (b) Iuthe second oppositxon partiesy were not given the same- tlme tor alr-ﬂleir'wews and cd'npaxgn for elections;:;ﬁ

: \‘\ih.*
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