Short-Answer Questions

Q.1. How did McLeery explain the semi-inflated rubber ring in his suitcase? How
was the ring ultimately used?

[CBSE (F) 2010]

Ans. McLeery carried a brown suitcase with him into the examination room which
consisted of all that he would need for his examination duties. However, when asked to
explain what the semi-inflated rubber ring was for, he told the authorities that he
suffered from Haemorrhoids and therefore needed the ring to sit on as he was not
comfortable sitting for long period.

Q.2. Who do you think has outwitted the other—Evans or the Governor? How?
[CBSE Delhi 2008]

Ans. Undoubtedly, Evans outwitted the Governor in the end. The Governor after
decoding the numbers given in the question paper was able to recapture Evans but the
latter was again able to give a slip to the prison officials.

Q.3. What clues did the answer sheet of Evans provide to the Governor?
[CBSE Delhi 2009]

Ans. The clues left on the question paper were actually part of a well-laid out plan. It
was meant to mislead the police and kind of mock at them. The clue pointed out that
Evans had hit McLeery though it was Evans who was impersonating McLeery. This also
made the police look for Evans in Newburry, when he was in fact at Hotel Golden Lion
in Chipping Norton.

Q.4. How did the Governor react to the two phone calls he received in quick
succession?

[CBSE (Al) 2011]

Ans. The Governor reacted sharply but in a positive way. He was informed by the
secretary for modern languages that there was a correction slip to be informed to the
candidate. He allows and the correction is explained to Evans. He does not doubt
anything.

Q.5. Who was Carter? What did the Governor ask him to do?
[CBSE Delhi 2012]

Ans. Carter was the detective superintendent. The Governor told him to take McLeery
along with him. He took McLeery with him to look for the absconder. The Governor then



asked who had seen Evans out at the prison gate. Mr Stephen told him that it was he
who had taken him out.

Q.6. What were the contents of the small brown suitcase that McLeery carried?
[CBSE Delhi 2012]

Ans. The contents of the small brown suitcase that McLeery carried were a sealed
question paper envelope, a yellow invigilation form, a special ‘authentication’ card from
the Examination Board, a paper knife, a Bible, a copy of ‘The Church Times’ and a
smallish semi-inflated rubber ring.

Q.7. What did the Detective Superintendent inform the Governor about Evans?
[CBSE Delhi 2012]

Ans. McLeery had spotted Evans drive off along Elsfield Way. They had got the number
of the car and had given chase immediately. But they had lost track and assumed that
Evans must have come back into the city.

Q.8. Who do you think made the call to announce a correction in the question
paper? What was its purpose?

[CBSE (Al) 2009C]

Ans. One of Evans’ accomplices would have called impersonating as the Assistant
Secretary from the examination board. The real purpose was to include information
about the escape plan.

Q.9. “Beneath all the bluster and the bullshit” a tiny core of compassion was
buried somewhere in Jackson. Justify the statement.

Ans. Jackson was the senior prison officer. He could not tolerate any indiscipline in the
prison. He asked Evans to take off his hat. But Evans pleaded that the hat brought him
all sorts of luck in life. The hat was like a “lucky charm” for him. Jackson relented and
allowed Evans to wear his hat on his head.

Q.10. Jackson found a puzzling thing in McLeery’s suitcase. How did McLeery
explain it?

Ans. One of the objects in McLeery’s suitcase was puzzling Jackson sorely. There was
a small semi-inflated rubber ring. It was about twelve inches in diameter. McLeery
explained that he suffered from hemorrhoids. He needed the rubber ring when he was
sitting down for some length of time.

Q.11. What could the Governor have done to securely bring Evans back to the
prison from the ‘Golden Lion’?

[CBSE Delhi 2015]



Ans. The Governor could have brought the police force with him. Another thing that he
could have done was to travel in the van that was taking Evans back to the prison. He
should have also checked the credentials of the officials escorting him to the prison.

Q.12. How does Evans escape from the jail?
[CBSE Sample Paper 2016]

Ans. Evans decided to appear for O-level Examination in German. For the same, the
Governor sought permission from the Board. McLeery the parson from St. Mary Mags
came to invigilate.

In reality, he was an accomplice of Evans and had imprisoned the real parson. In the
cell, the two exchange places. This was made possible because Evans had covered
himself in a blanket. At the end of the exam, Evans walks out a free man disguised as
the parson.

Q.13. How did the Governor, Oxford Prison describe Evans to the Secretary
Examination Board?

[CBSE (Al) 2016]
OR

What opinion of Evans did the prison authorities convey to the Secretary,
Education Board?

[CBSE (Al) 2016]

Ans. The Governor describes Evans to be a pleasant sort of a chap. He calls him one
of the stars at Christmas concert. The Governor further says that Evans is not a violent
person and his only vice is that he is a congenital kleptomaniac.

Q.14. What was his German teacher’s opinion of Evan’s proficiency in German?
[CBSE (Al) 2016]

Ans. Evan’s German teacher was doubtful of Evan’s language ability. He felt that Evans
could not even understand basic pleasantries in German.



