THE GRANDMOTHER
Ray Young Bear

RAY YOUNG BEAR (5.1950) is a Native Amevican poet and novelist of the Mesquaki
tribe of North America. Growing up on the Mesquaki Lribal .'.‘:M.rfemem it J’ﬂw.—:r he
was encowraged to lear English by his maternal grandmother, Vi g
and he began to translate his poemns into that language. His work
was first published in 1968, He often switches between English
and the Meskwaki language 1o express himself move fully. In the
present poem, "The Grandmother"”, he draws a picture of his
gramdmother , all-loving and all-inspiring,

THE GRANDMOTHER

it i were o see

her shape from a mile away
I'd know so quickly

thatil would be her.

the purple scarl

and the plastic

shopping hag.

il felt

hands on my head

I'd know that those 10
were her hands
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What helps the speaker to recognise his grandmoth
two identifying marks that the poet has mentioned |
5. In the poem, the poet feels the tender-touch of his g
the lines. T
E From where was. the voice coming?

7. Wherodothew

GLOSSARY AND NOTES

see (v): become aware of (shsth) by using the eyes; perceive; look at or watch.
shape [n). appearence; outline of a figure,

purple (adj}: colour of red and blua mixed togather,

scarf (n): piace of cloth wam for arnament ar warmih raund the neck (by women) or aver the shovlders or hair.

damp {adj): slightly wet, maist,

smell {n): ability to smell, {v}: notice by using the nosea

root [n): apart of plant that keaps it firmly in the soil and absorbs water and food from the sod; source of bass,
rock (n): parl of the earth's crust; (here) hil

inside (n): inner side or surface; part within

light (n): kind of natural radiation that makes things visible; understanding; enlightenment

stirrings (v): causing to move, especially slightly

night (n}; time of darkness between sunset and sunrise; evening on which a specified activity takes place.

C.1. LONG ANSWER'S QUESTIONS

1. 'The purple scarf' and ‘the plastic shopping bag' suggest the.social

position of the speaker. Explain.

2. How does the poet express the close and emaotional relationship with

his grandmother? Discuss.
Explain the expression: “With the smell of roots’.

&

Why does the speaker say ‘a voice coming from a rock’. When does a

voice come from a rock? Have you ever experienced your sound

coming back to you?
What does ‘sleeping fire’ suggest in the poem? Explain.
What are ‘stirring ashes'’in the poem? Explain.

Himn

‘her words would flow inside me’ shows the poet's insense closeness

with his grandmother. Comment an the speaker's relation with his

grandmother.

8. The speaker has shown his intimate relation with his grandmother using

all his five senses. How? Explain.

C.2. GROUP DISCUSSION
Discuss the following in groups and pairs:
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Distance does not affect intimate relation, Do you agree?

———— e

C.3. COMPOSITION

1.

Write a letter to your grandmother expressing your deep love to her.

2. You are Abhijeet. Your granmother is very sick and your mother is
away on some business assignment. Send a telgram to your mother
about your grandmother's sickness, asking her to come soon,

D. WORD STUDY

D. 1. Dictionary Use:

Correct the spelling of the following words:

wera shaipe queek purpal skarf
hed thos smel ruts rok
wods flou ligt stiring sleping
ashs faire nite

D. 2. Write a synonym for each of the following:

away quick damp ash scarf

E. GRAMMAR
E.1. Use of Modal Auxiliaries

In English Grammar ‘can, could, may, might, shall, should, will, would,
must, ought, dare and need' are known as modal auxiliaries.

Most of the modal auxiliaries in English have more than one meaning.
The multiple meanings of 'would' have been listed and illustrated below:
Expressing futurity (in the past).

He wrote to say that he would be back on Friday.

Expressing volition:

(a) Would you pass the salt?

(b) He wouldn't tell us where the money was hidden.

Expressing probability:

(a) The French would be having a holiday today.

(b) That would be the policeman.
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E. 2. Fill in the blanks with correct prepositions given below:
on with  of from  inside at
1. lfeelhands........................ my head.
2. Herhands ware warm anddamp.............ccocene the smell .............. roots.
3. lhearavoice coming ........c.coemeienns arock.
4. Herwords will flow .........ccoviviiniennn. .. me.
5. Someoneisstimingashes ... asleepingfire................ night,
F. ACTIVITIES

1. Draw a diagram of family- -relation.
2. Match the sense organs with the phrases from the poem.

Sense Organs Poem’s Line
1. Eye (@) the purple scarf
2. Ear (b)  the plastic shopping bag
3. Nose (c) smell of roots
4. Tongue (d) roots
5. Skin (e}  avoice coming from a rock

(f) - fromarock
{g)  herhands warm and damp.

G TRANSLATION
Translate the following sentences into English;

afg & weit g @ e # S=an

A # w0 g o wen @t ga Hen &l
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