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13.0 OBJECTIVES 

This unit discusses the f-ign policies of South (ROK) and North (DPRK) Korea. 
After going through the unit you will be able to: 

identify the determinants of the foreign policies ofboth ROK and DPRK; 
trace the d e v e l o p i ~ ~ e ~ ~ t  o f  the 'foreign policies of the two states; 
understand the rehtiorls of the two states with other countries of the world including; 
know the historical ties between India and Korea; and 
anrlyse the Nuclear (NPT) Issue. 

13.1 INTRODUCTION 

Korea is an ancieitt country in East Asia. Since the second half of 19th century, the 
country has experienced the presence of Western World powers. The presence of the 
western powers provoked Japan to reduce Korea into its colony. Japan's withdrawal 
fro111 the peninsula was followed by the occupation of the USA and the erstwhile 
USSR. Korea thus beca~iie the victim of big power rivalry. A full scale war was 
fought on the soil and at the end of the war, partition of Korea was formalised. 
Thcse dcvelopn~ei~ts conditioned the foreign policies of both South and North Korea. 

13.2 FOREIGN POLICIES OF SOUTH (ROK) AND 
NORTH OPRK) KOREA 

Foreign policy of a country is a co~nposite respollse to domestic and external factors. 
In the external real~l~. olxration of a country's foreign policy is facilitated at three 
levels, globill, rcgioi~al and bilateral franung and implen~enlation of any country's 
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foreign policy does not take place in a void or vacuum. Rather it is the tangible 
outcome of certain basic factors like geopolitical realities of the region where that 
country is located, its scramble for security, its domestic requirements and quest for 
economic development and its commitment to ideology., 

13.2.1 Determinants 

In the wake of the withdrawal of Japan from Korea, the peninsula was occupied by 
the US and the USSR. Tbe occupation by the foreign powers culminated into the 
divisionbof the peninsula into two zones : the territories located south of 38th parallel 
formed Soutb Korea - a zone controlled by the USA, and the areas situated north of 
38th parallel formed North Korea - another eone controlled by the USSR. Several 
formulas were suggested by the UN and others to reunite the two halves but none of 
them was found to be acceptable by all interested parties. Ulti~nately war broke out 
in 1950. In the war Soutb Korea was backed by the joint forces of the 16 nations, 
raised by the UNO and commanded by the USA. North Korea got support from the 
USSR and People's Republic of China. War ended after heavy loss and casualties of 
life and properties and the partition of Korea was formalised. South remained with 
the western bloc and North developed itself into a socialist state. Two different 
systems of polity and economy emerged in two states. Tbe partition and the 
development of two different systems have conditioned the evolution of foreign 
policies of the two states. While Soutb Korea has sought close cooperation with the 
western bloc, North has built up friendly ties with China and other erstwhile socialist 
countries. 

South Korea does not have land border with any country other than North Korea. 
Outside the peninsula, its closest neighbour is Japan. It is also strategically located: It 
is easier to reach China via South Korea. The location thus created interest in the US 
dominated western bloc to keep South Korea within its sphere of influence. 

The states of Korean peninsula inherited a backward economy and were suffering 
from shortage of essential commodities. While UN agencies and the USA helped 
overcome the immediate economic crisis in South Korea, North Korea got full 
backing from tbe socjalist bloc. Soutb Korea from the very beginning has remained a 
stronghold of the conservative and right wing political leaders. President Dr. Syngman 
Rhee was an US trained politician. He was succeeded by the nulitary.which was 
raised with the close cooperation of the US. The successive leadership suffered from 
red-phobia. The leadels, therefore did not hesitate to build up strong ties with the 
USA and the western bloc. The right wing leadership opted for developnlent strategy 
as prescribed by the UN agencies and the USA. So the corntry bad to follow a pro- 
western foreign policy. 

North Korea on the other hand has always been dominated by the comnlunists and 
nationalists. They cultivated good relations with socialist bloc China and the countries 
grouped under the Non Aligned Movement (NAM). North Korean leadership opted for 
a type of development for which also it had to seek help and aid largely fro111 the 
socialist countries. On dissolution of the socialist bloc, the country became isolated. It 
is now gradually coming out from the isolation. The NPT issue established the fact 
that North Korea is no longer isolated. 

... 13.2.2 Development of the Foreign Policies 

The foreign policies of the two countries--the DPRK and the ROK developed in 
three phases. The first phase was spread over the period from the Korean war to the 
beginning of the normalisation of the relation between the People's Republic of China 
and the USA. The second phase covers the period from the establish~nent of the 
normal relations between China and the USA to the end of Cold War (or dissolution 
of the USSR), and the third phase is the current post cold war period. During the 
f i t  phase South Korea (or ROK) maintained diplomatic, ecqno~nic and other 
relations basically with the countries belonging to the westem bloc and Japan, and 
North Korea (or DPRK) remained confined to the socialist bloc. The normalization of 
relations and establishment of diplomatic ties between China and the USA introduced 
a qualitative change in the foreign policies of both-DPRK and the ROK. While the 
DPRK started searching friends in the NAM countries and initiated the process to 
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Government and Fotilics in establish relations with the pro-western bloc cou~~tries and the USA, the ROK took 
East aiid Soutb-East Asia 

initiative to establish ties with China, the USSR and other non western bloc countries. 
The end of cold war has introduced another type of developn~ent in the world stage. 
The erstwhile socialist bloc disintegrated. In this period America has emerged as the 
only super power in the world. Russia due to acute econon~ic crisis and also political 
instability has been displaced froin the position of super power. Thus the super power 
rivalry in the peninsula ended. South Korea has beco~ne lnore friendly to China and 
Russia. But despite repeated atten~pts Nor~h Korea has so far failed to be friendly to 
the USA and Japan. China is one of the big powers in the world-without its 
concurrence none can take any major decision vis-a-vis the Korean peninsula. 

< .  Conseque~~tly when the peninsula was drifting towards war recently over the NPT 
issue, China's opposition to any harsh measure against North Korea has restrained the 
USA and its allies. The peninsula has perhaps been saved from another holocaust. 

Check Your Progress 1 

Note : i) Use the space givcn below eachquestion to give your answer. 

ii) Check your answer with hints given at the end of the unit. 

1) Discuss the detenlli~lasts of the foreign policies of the states of the Korean peninsula. 

13.3 ROK (SOUTH KOREA'S ) FOREIGN RELATIONS 

Korean war conditioned the future develop~~le~~t of ROK's foreign relations. The 
coul~try was tied to the Western bloc for a long time. The nornlalization of US-China 
relations, and the end of cold war introduced new elements in the foreign policy and 
relations of the ROK. 

13.3.1 ROK-USA Relations 

ROK-US relationship is quite dirferent from the relationship which nonnally exists 
between two independent sovereign states. The US anny occupied the south Korea at 
the fag end of the seco~~d world war. Since then a strong contingent of US military 
establish~lle~~t has bee11 statio~lcd in South Korea, which largely depends.upon the 
USA for its,security and defence. After occupying the region in 1945, the USA got 
itself deeply i~~volved in the politico-econonlic developn~ents of the region. First ever 
regime installed in South Korea in 1948, was headed by an American trained 
conservalive politicia~~, Dr. Syr~gn~an Rhee who was succeeded by a long spell of 
nlilitary rule. South Korean nlilitary was raised by America, trained in America and it 
has bee11 equipped with Anlerican weapons. The military, therefore, has a nlarked US 
influence. The US do~ni~lated i~~ternational funding agencies, the economic 
developnlent strategy and aided the economic develop~llent of South Korea. The , development strategy, followed by the successive regimes, have made the economy 
outward, export oriented and largely depended upon the US and its allies markets. 

As the situation thus exists, there are little chances of tension in the relationship 
between the two countries. Non irritant relations continued though anti US 
den~onstratio~s by the people in South Korea had been the regular feature. ROK had ' 
been periodically rocked by popular unrest and protest movements. Protesters 
denlanded the withdrawal of US arnly f ton~ the Korean soil, the reunification of the 
peninsula and the eslublishn~ent of egalitarian focio-economic system. These 
nlove~~lent were being brutally suppressed. The Human Right activists and the 
den~ocratic forces in knerica had been vocal against the suppression of people's 

Content Digitized by eGyanKosh, IGNOU



movements in the ROK. The activists co~isidered the repression as the suppression of 
hu~nan rights. The public protest in the USA reached to climax when an oppositiou 
political leader in the ROK, Kiln Dae-Jung was kidnapped in 1973 allegedly by the 
pro-govemnlent forces. The ROK-US relation went down to a low ebb. US President 
Gerald Ford however undertook a visit to the ROK and reassured the ROK leadership 
of continuing US support. 

Followbg the election of President Carter in 1976 again the relation between the 
USA and South Korea became tension ridden. US decision to withdraw all American 
ground forces from South Korea and the discovery of tbe scandal involving Korean 
ambassadors to America as Korean rice dealer vitiated the relations. The USA was 
overtaken by anti Korean agitation. The tension further became acute on account of 
the establishment of diplomatic relation between the USA and China and the 
participation of US tennis team in a tournanlent in Nortb Korea. The crisis was 
partially over with the visit of Mr. Carter to South Korea and the suspension of troop 
withdrawal from Korea by the US. However the criticism in the USA against the 
suppression of hutnan rights in ROK continued. Again there was discord in 1985 
when some of the visiting US citizens were n~anhandled in the Korean airport by the 
security forces. With the restoration of free deniocracy in the late 1980's-the 
relation between the USA and South Korea has bew~ne  again normal. 

Economic relations between the two countries grew over the years. In mid-1980's 
ROK emerged as seventh largest trading partner of the US in the world. More than 

. 40 p.c. of ROK's exports go to the USA and only 20 p.c. of US exports come to the 
ROK. 

Since Korea imports less and exports more to the USA, there has been USA's trade 
deficit with South Korea. The USA now has started exerting pressure for greater US 
exports to South Korea. The USA even threatens economic sanctions. In order to 
avoid sanction South Korea has decreased imports from other countries (mainly 
Japan) and has increased iniports from the USA. Now South Korea iriiports fro111 the 
USA about 100 iter~ls which it previously inlported from other countries. Value of the 
Korean currency has also been appreciated in order to increase the competitiveness of 

. US goods in Korean market. In the field of defence also there has been close 
cooperation between the two codntries. 

The USA and South Korea conduct annually joint naval exercises, called "Team 
Spirit" in the Korean peninsula. In 1992 "Team Spirit" exercise was suspended due to 
Korean People's protest. The exercises were again resumed in 1993 amidst protests 
from North Korea. A great number of US military perso~lnel have been per~uanenlly 
stationed in South Korea. The US also kept nuclear weapons in South Korea though 
in 1992, the US announced that the nuclear weapon had been rerl~oved from South 
Korea. 

Foreign Policy 

, In the wake of growing tension in the region over the NPT issue, the US again has 
started strengthening its military presence in thc ROK. Recently (April 1994) two US 
military transport ships have arrived in Southern port city of the ROK, Pusan. The 
ships have carried Patriot anti-missile batteries. According to an estiulate three patriot 
batteries with a total of 24 launchers have arrived. There e v e  arrived also 84 stinger 
missiles. The US sources have claimed that the shiprnent of the nlissiles had to be 
done to protect South Korean fro111 North Korean rocket attack. However the people 
of South Korea do not appear to have accepted the American arguments in support of 
the shipment. There are widespread protests against the shipnic~it of eiissiles. As a 

- result the govemtnent has deployed large continge~it of police forces to fend off 
: protests. Hundred of students, throwing rockets and wieldi~lg sticks, clashed with 

police on 18 March !994 in differcnt cities when they assenibled to protest against 
the US defence secretary Willianl Perry's visit to South Korea. Police fired tear gas 
to disperse the students. Perry was to amve on 19 March in South Korea for three 
days to talk with the South Korean officials on n~ilitary preparedness at a time of 
heightened tensions over the North Korea's nuclear progranuiie. Students and other 
South Korean people denounced Perry for his hardline stand on the North Korea's 
nuclcar progranune. Stundents said Perry's visit and the deploynient of Patriot anti- 
nlissile batteries in South Korea where there have been already 36,000 US troops, 
would provoke the DPRK, thus increasing tensio~i i n  the peninsula. 
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Cmvanment and Politics in 
East and South-East Asia 13.3.2 ROK- Japanese Relations 

Japan ruled over Korea for about four decades as its colony. At withdrawal i t  had left 
a bitter legacy which conditioned the future relations between the two countries. 
However the USA's intervention in fhe region eased the tenqion and helped 
nonllalization of relationship between ROD and Japan. But the norlnalization process 
had been slow for a long time because of periodical irruption of irritants. Asj t  
happened in early 1980's. A history text book was published in Japan. The book 
contained many damaging and distorting facts about Japan's past relatioos with Korea. 
The irritation created by the publication of the book was further intensified due to 
Japanese refusal to advance a loan for which ROK had approached earlier. The 
irritants were relnoved with the withdrawal of the text book by the Japanese authority 
and subsequent sta,te visit to South Korea undertaken by the Japanese Priine Minister 
in 1983. In return ROK President Chun undertook an official visit to Japan ill 1984. 
This was the first ever visit of any official high dignitary fro111 Korea to Japan in 40 
years. During the visit Japanese leaders including the Enlperor Hirohito expressed 
deep regret for the Japanese colonial exploitation of Korea in the past. In 1990 again 
ROK President Roh Tae Woo undertook an official tour to Japan. Thus began series 
of visits and counter visits which have occasioned marked inlprovelllellt in their 
nrutual relationship. 

Presently Japan is the second largest trade partner of the ROK and there exists also a 
strong econornic tie between thern. Total annual trade turnover between Japan and the 
ROK is more than 31 nullion US dollar. South Korea largely depends upon the 
import from Japan of raw materials and capital goods for the for~ner's export orie~ltcd 
industrics. 

13.3.3 South Korea and Other Countries 

South Korea maintains diplolllatic relatio~~s with most of the Independent states of the 
world. However its principal trading part~lers beside< !he USA, and Japan, are 
Germany, Australia, I~ldonesia, Canada, France, I::?y, h~ialaysia, Saudi Arabia, Oman, 
Taiwan, United Arab Emirates, United Kindom, Singapore and Hongkong. 
South Korea suffers fro111 unfavourable balance of trade with 111any cou~~tries. At the sallle 
ti~ne it enjoys most favourable balance of trade with the USA, UK, Japan, Singapore and a 
few others. South Korea's foreign trade grew manifold over the years. Alnlost 50 p.c. of 
South Korea's total trade is with the USA and Japan only. 

The countries belongiug to the Western bloc supported South Korea in the Korea11 
war. South Korean's political relations with these countries have been steadily 
progressing since then. Later on the political relations havd bcen further strengthened 
with the increasing trade relations. 

The erstwhile socialist countries including China supported North Korea in the three 
year long Korean war. Since then South Korea's relations with these countries had 
remaincd frozen for ycars. It was only in late 1980's that the ice started breaking. 
With the beginning of a denlocratically elected adininistration headed by Roh Tao- 
woo, the relations started improving. In 1988 South Korea expanded its trade with 
Russia and China. In 1989 full diplonlatic relations were established between Russia 
and South Korea. In 1990 diplonlatic rclations were established between South Korea 
and the East European countries. Af'ter the establishment of full diylo~~iatic relations 
between Russia and South Korea high level meetings were held several times to 
further nornlalise the relatio~ls and to expand trade. Full diplomatic relations between 
China and the ROK was established in August 1992. Since the establishnle~lt of 
diplo~natic ties China has been trying to nor~~~alise~relat io~~s between the. two halves 
of the peninsula. In the wake of the growing tension in the regic:~ over the issue of 
NPT South Korean President Kin1 Young Sam arrived in China in the last week of 
March 1994. He nlet all top leaders of China and sought China's intervention in 
resolving the North-South ilnbroglio over the NPT issue. During the visit China and 
South Korea also agreed to expand economic relations. Plans have been chalked out 
for joint production of car parts, aircraft and other items. 

South Korean trade and invesl~nent in China has soared high since the two countries 
established diplo~llatic relations in August 1992. China is already the third biggest 
export nlarket for South Korea aftcr the US and Japan. Content Digitized by eGyanKosh, IGNOU



Check Your Progress 2 Foreign Policy 

Note : i) Use the space provided below e a d  question to give your answer. 

ii) Check your answer with the hints given at the end of tbe unit. 

1) Discuss the ROK-US relations. 

2) Analyse the growing relationship between South Korea and Japan. 

.................................................................................................................................. 

3) How did China and South Korea canie closcr to each other? Do you find any possihil- 
ity of further expansion of the relations between the two coul~tries? 

13.4 DPRK (NORTH KOREA'S) FOREIGN RELATIONS 

DPRK's foreign policy and relatio~~s were also co~~ditioncd by the Korean war. 
Subsequently the growing dispute in the i~~tcr~latio~ial corllrnuaist nlovenlent, 
establishne~~t of diploniatic ties between China, USA and the ROK, and the 
dissolution of the socialist bloc influenced the latter develop~l~ents in the DPRK's 
foreign relations. 

13.4.1 DPRK-Chinu Relations 

China-Korean relations date back to ren~ote p s t .  Korean society, civilization and 
culture bear marked inipct of China. Buddhisril which has been the pri~lcipill rcligion 
to the peninsula callie from China. Korean civil service in the llledieval period was 
nlodellcd afler the Chinese system. Korea also inlported the printing tcchllology in the 
13th century from China. There had been also expanding econorllic relations between 
the countries. When Korea had been struggling for independ&nce from Japanese rule, 
China offered asylulll to the Korean natiorlalists who were forced to flce away fro111 
Korea. Korean nrtionplists also participated in the revolutionlrry struggles of Chinese 
people. They gathered rich experiences of the guerrilla warfarc. Tbe historical bond 
between the peoples of China and Korea was further tested and strengthened during 
the Korean war. During the Korean war (1950-53) when the US co~iilnandcd UN 
force reackd to the heart of the DPRK and the latter was a h u t  lo be extinguished 
in October 1950, one year old People's Republic of China intervened in  favour of the 
DPRK. China sent about one lakh nlost experierccd and vctenn soldiers who swiftly 
rebelled the anaressots and freed whole o r  North Korea. Content Digitized by eGyanKosh, IGNOU



Government and Politics in  
East and South-East Asia 

The friendly ties which were reestablished through the shedding of Chinese blood for 
the independence of North Korea, have been continuing al~uost uninterruptedly. In 
1970's when the relationship between China and the USA improved, there had been 
strong speculation that DPRK-China relationship 111ight deteriorate. But in course of 
time such speculations were found baseless. Chinese leaders, Hua Guo-feng, Den 
Xiao-Ping visited DPRK in 1978 and pro~~lised all necessary assistance for the 
developtnent of North Korea. In 1982 again Deng Xiao-Ping and Zhao Ziyang (then 
Prime Minister of China) visited North Korea. Duriug late 1980's Kit11 I1 Sung, the 
top~ l~os t  leader of the DPRK visited China twice first in 1987 and again in 1989. The 
exchange and visits have further strengthened the ties between the two countries. 

China has been one of the principal trading partner of the DPRK. Trade between the 
two countries had been so far cor~ductcd in accorda~lce with si111p1e prir~ciple of barter 

' 

system. An agreement has been signed in 1991 for switching over gradually the trade 
from barter basis to hard cash payltlent system. Still however consider;~ble percentage 
of trade is co~~ducted on barter basis. 

13.4.2 DPRK-Russia (Erstwhile USSR) 

The USSR amiy after crushing the Japanese resistance entered Korea in early August 
1945. It backed the fighting Korean nationalists to fort11 governl~le~it for liberated 
Korea. The nationalists founded the People's Republic of Korea in 1947. The USSR 
recognized it and assured the withdrawal of Russian arllly soon. Russian anny was 
withdrawn from Korea in 1948. The USSR however helped to raise a Korean arllly 
and also left weapons behind while withdrawing fro111 the peninsula. In the Korean 
war the USSR helped the DPRK. After the Korean war the USSR offered massive aid 
for reconstruction of war damaged DPRK. In 1961 both countries signed the treaty of 
peace, friendship and cooperation. 

In the relationship of the USSR and the DPRK, however there developed saltte snags 
in the wake of the split in the i~~ter~iational co~nn~unis t  ~noven~ent  and increasing 
dispute between China and the USSR. The s n a g  w r e  soon renloved and in 1977 the 
DPRK signed an econo~liic and technical cooperatio~~ agreement with the USSR. As 
per the ter~ns  of the agreen~ent the USSR ex tc~~ded  large scale aid to the DPRK. 
There arose again some ~l~isunders ta~ldi~~gs on the Afghan issue ia 1979. North Korea 
and China did not support USSR's i ~ ~ v o l v e ~ ~ ~ e n t  in Civil War in Afghanistan. The 
USSR stopped supplyi~~g petroleu~n to the DPRK. The darllaged relationship was 
however repaired when a high level delegation fro111 the USSR visited the DPRK in 
1984. The delegat io~~ participated in the birthday celebration of Kiln I1 Sung. In 
return Kiln I1 Sung visited USSR and other East European countries in May 1984. 
The USSR resu~ned eco~~onl ic  and lnilitary assistance and agrccd to expand trade 
relations. The USSR supplied aircraft in 1985 to s t rengthe~~ DPRK's defence system. 
Regular exchanges o f  visits by high level delegations between the two countries 
cont i~~ued a l o ~ ~ g  with the expansio~~ of fields of cooperation. I11 1986 the DPRK 
allowed the USSR to use its Na~npo Sea Port. Kill1 11 Sung went to the USSR in a 
state visit in October 1986. The relatio~ship however u~ldcrwent a drastic change with 
the dissolution of the USSR. In 1990's South Korea i ~ ~ ~ p r o v e d  its relatiors with 
Russia and other East European states. Russia abolished the c o r ~ t i ~ ~ u i n g  barter trading 
systen~ with the DPRK and opted trade in cor~vcrti~ble currencies at world market 
rate. Russia also ternlinated in 1993 the treaty of peace, friendship and cooperation, 
signed in 1961. All these developr~~er~ts strailled the relatiorls bctween the DPRK and 
the successor states of the erstwhile USSR i ~ l c l u d i ~ ~ g  Russia. Russia now indircrtly is 
suppor t i~~g the US stand on the NPT issue. 

13.43 DPRK and Japanese Relations 

There has 11ot been diplo~llatic relation bctween Japan a ~ ~ d  the DPRK. But the trade 
and ecoao~nic relations have bee11 c o ~ ~ t i ~ l u i n g  sillre long though not uninterrupted. 
Occasionally irritations appeared. I11 1982 there occurred a b o ~ ~ ~ b  blast incident in' 
Rangoon. The blast killed 111enibcrs of v i s i t i~~g  South Korean delegation. The DPRK 
was suspected as perpetrator of the blast. Japan fol lowi~~g the incident imposed' 
sa~~ctiotls  which were so011 withdrawn. Again in 1987 the DPRK was bla~ned for the 
downing and destructio~~ of a South Korean aircraft. The DPRK was cor lde~~~ned  as 
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the terrorist country. Japan reimposed sanctions. In 1990 however there was marked 
improven~ent in the relationship. High level Japanese delegation visited North Korea 
to find out the possibilities for establishing diplomatic relation. The delegation begged 
apologies on behalf of the government of Japan for the exploitation and colonial 
aggression on the Korean peninsula during the period of Japanese rule in Korea. It 
also agreed to pay reparations. Trade between the two countries increased and 
touched to US $ 530 million in 1992. Japanese investors also came forward to invest 
in North Korea. But recently again same snags have developed in the relationship due 
to Japan's refusal to pay reparation as claimed by the DPRK and the failure on the 
part of the DPRK to repay the accu~~~ulated foreign debt. Japanese investors have 
refused to invest as long as the full diplomatic relation between the two countries is 
established and the foreign debt issue is settled. The NPT issue has further strained 
the relations between the DPRK and Japan. 

Foreign Policy 

13.4.4 DPRK and the US Relations 

With the normalization of sino-US relations there started improvement in the DPRK- 
US relationship. In 1974 the DPRK proposed a peace treaty with the USA replacing 
the 1953 truce. It also pleaded withdrawal of foreign army from South Korea. In 
response to the DPRK's proposal US secretary of state Henry Kissinger suggested a 
'phased approach' for the pern~anent solution of Korean issue. The DPRK reiterated 
its proposal for peace treaty but at the sanle time adopted measures to normalise the 
relationship. However the relationship did not in~prove much. In 1977 there took 
place an unusual incident, an unarmed US anny helicopter was shot down by the 
DPRK army in the de-Militarized Zone. The incident drove the countries to the brink 
of a full scale war. But the situation was saved by the p r b ~ ~ ~ p t  intervention of the US 
President Carter and DPRK leader Kiln I1 Sung. Both expressed regret. North Korea 
returned the dead and wounded US crew to the UN co~nmand in South Korea. 
Though peace was restored, tension continued. Again there arose crisis in 1982 over 
the Rangoon incident and the aircraft incident in 1987. The USA now placed DPRK 
in the list of countries which supported terrorism. The ongoing diplonlatic contacts 
were also restricted. Recently the relatiol~ship has further soured over the NPT issue. 

f 13.4.5 DPRK and Other Countries 

North Korea took definite steps to i~nprove its relations with the non aligned 
countries. It applied for participation in the NAM, in 1976 the n~inisterial level 
meeting of the NAM accepted the application. Kim I1 Sudg visited Mauritania, 
Bulgaria and Yugoslavia, to strengthen North Korea's relation with NAM nations. In 
1976 it was found that certain North Korean diplomats tllisused their diplomatic 
privileges and engaged in narcotic trade. These incidents spoiled the relation with 
Scandinavian countries. Many diplo~nats were expelled from Denmark, Sweden, 
Norway and Russia (then USSR). During the Iraq-Iran war North Korea sided with 
Iran. As a restorative, Syria and Libya severed diplonlatic ties with North Korea. 
Relations with Russia also became tenuous because North Korea did not support 
Russia's Afghan policy. North Korea experienced a great diplonlatic set back in 1982. 
On 9 October nlelnber of a visiting South Korean delegation to Burma was killed in 
Bomb blast in Rangoon. North Korea was made responsible to the blast. In~lnediately 
many south-east Asian countries, including Burma severed diplomatic relations with 
North Korea. Pakistan suspended proposed diplon~atic relation. Belgiunl refused to 
enter into trade relation. In July there had been a significant reshuffle in the North 
Korea leadership strukture. North Korea now decided to open the country to the 
foreign investors. It invited Japan and nwny western countries to invest in North 
Korea. The step might have been taken to overcotne the on going econo~nic 
agreements with many countries in late 1970's. The agreements were signed with the 
aim of getling more assistance to expand thc industrial base in North Korea. 

The DPRK recently has i~nproved ils image in south-east Asia, which was tarnished 
following the Rangoon incident. Thailand restored diplonwtic relalion, severed in 
1982. Trade accords have been signed with Thailand, Indm~esia, Malaysia and tnany 
other countries. 
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Cheek Your Progress 3 

Note : i) Use tbe space given below each question for your answer. 

ii) Check your answer with the hints given at the end of the unit. 

1) Discuss D P M  grid China rela~ons. 

.................................r....................................... ........................................................ 

................................................................................................................................. 
2) Write a notc on DPRK and Russian relationship. 

................................................................................................................................. 

................................................................................................................................. 

................................................................................................................................. 

................................................................................................................................. 

3) What are the issues which have strained the DPRK's relation with USA, Japan and 
other countries. 

................................................................................................................................. 

13.5 NORTH-SOUTH RELATIONS 

The partition of Korea had little support with the people of the peninsula. As a result, 
the public dellland for reunification frequently surfaced. North Korean governnlent did 
not accept the division. It occasionally even articulated the public sentinlent in favour 
of reunification. North-South relation has always bee11 overshadowed by the 
reunification issue. After the for~llalisation of partition in the war two halves inhabited 
by the same people, did not have any for~ilal relationship for about two decades. The 
fierce popular movenients in South Korea forced the ROK to open dialogue with the 
DPRK. The Red Cross societies of both DPRK and the ROK nlet in 1971. Tbis was 
the first ever North-South meetiiig. The meeting continued for sollle days. Both 
parties issued a joint stalcnlent in 1972. The joint statenlcnt clearly endorsed the idea 
of reunification and expressed the corlviction to achieve the sallie through peaceful 
means. It also agreed ta suspend political ca~llpaigns against each other. Henceforth 
talks for rcunification continued for so~iie tinles. But it was suspended in 1973 
without ~lluch valid reasons. Following the suspe~ls,ion of talks relations between the 
two halves deteriorated. Unification canlpaign was revived. Tberc occurred frequent 
North-South naval clashes ill 1974. UN conlnulnd in South Korea accused DPRK in 
1978 for the alleged violation of 1953 truce. The DPRK also cnibarked upon a 
propaganda in support of rcunification if necessary by force. It blanled the US for 
conspiring against the Korean people. The DPRK announced that the very presence of 
US army in Korean land was the main obshcle to the reunification of Korea. By the 
middle of 1980's the situation changed. The DPRK proposed a tripartite nleeti~lg 
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including the USA, ROK and the DPRK, softened its attitude towards the ROK and 
sent relief materials for the victims of the disastrous flood in South Korea. 
Negotiations for starting economic relations opened in November 1984. The 
negotiation coutinued but ended without much result. In the middle of 1986, the 
DPRK withdrew from the negotiation in protest against the annual US-South Korean 
"Team Spirit" nulitary maneouvres which the DPRK has been protesting since their 
inception in 1976. The relation became strained. The ROK opposed the construction 
of a dam at Mount Kingang on the ground that the accunlulated water might be used 
to flood South Korea. However in subsequent years the relation became to a large 
extent normal despite periodic friction relating to alleged DPRK's involvement in the 
various sabotaging acts inside the ROK. In early 1990% sufficient improvement was 
there in the relations. As a result, both Koreas were admitted as ~iiembers separately 
to the UN in September 1991. 

In 1991, several rounds of high level talks were held and at the end of the fifth 
round, the "Agreement on reconciliation, non-aggression and exchar~gcs and 
cooperation between the South and the North" was signed. The accord is a landmark 
in the growing good relations between North and South Korea. Both states agreed to 
desist from campaigning against each other, to promote econo~nic and other mutually 
beneficial relations, to allow reunion of the separated fr~iiily members, and to work 
for peace and tranquility in the peninsula. 

Trade relations between North and South Korea started in 1988. Since then the trade 
has been steadily growing. In 1991 total trade turnover was $ 192 million. In 1992 it 
increased to $ 220 million. The opening of trade relations has benefited North Korea. 
Its total exports exceed the total imports from South Korea. North's exports are in the 
tune of $166 million but its imports are merely $26 million. 

However the relations again were vitiated on account of the NPT issue ana me 
proposed resumption of "Team Spirit" military exercises. 

Check Your Progress 4 

Note : i) Use the space given below each question for your answers. 

ii) Check your answer with hints given at the ead of the unit. 

1) Anblyse the process of norn~lising the relations betwden the two halves. 

- - - - - - - - 

13.6 NUCLEAR (NPT) ISSUE 

The DPRK notified to the UN security council in March 1993 that since its interests 
are in danger and the security of the country is being'threatened due to the annual 
US-ROK 1,20,000 soldier strong "Team Spirit" joint military exercises in the Korean 
pcni~tsula, it would withdraw from the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT). In the 
treaty there are provisions according to which, if a signatory feels threatened, it can 
opt out of the Treaty: The Japanese, US and other Western sources claim that the 
DPRK has secretly developed and acquired the technology and source material, 
sul'ficient to make several nuclear bombs. The Intenlation81 Atomic Energy Authority 
(IAEA) which monitors the Nuclear non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) under pressure 
t 'n~~ii Japan and the USA have alleged that the DPRK maintain hidden nuclear sites. 
The IAEA has made it an issue and has asked the DPRK to allow international 
inspection of its nuclear sites. The IAEA pressure can also be attributed to the 
DPRK's notification for withdrawal. The DPRK authority said in support of its 
decision that the withdrawal from the NPT is a well justifled self-defensive measure 
against thc.nuclear war maneouvres of the United States and the unjust act of the 
secretary ol' the IAEA against the DPRK (North Korea). m e  DPRK called the 

Foreign Pollcy 
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Govament and Politics in projected "Team Spirit" US-South Korea joint tllilitary exercises as the "Nuclear war East and South-East Asia 
rehearsal threatenig North Korea". The IAEA is seized with the problerll of 
pressurizirlg North Korea to fall in line. The Korean Authority, however has made it 
clear that, "If those forces (i.e. the US Jo~nirlated ir~ternational agencies, the UN a ad 
others) hostile to North Korea attempt to frighten us by bringing pressure and 
sanctions, it is a foolisb dream. . .  .we will answer strong an11 action with self- 
defensive tueasures and nlilitdty action". In the past, the DPRK vehe~nently opposed 
US-South Korean 'Team Spirit' nlilitary exercises. The DPRK's decisions to withdraw 
from the WPT has made the situation in the peninsula very tense. The US has been 
threatening actions against the DPRK. China, hdeve r  has not fully endorsed the 
position, taken by the IAEA and the US ad~~linistration on NPT issue involving North 
Korea. Perhaps due to China's stand on the issue now atte~llpts are being tnade to 
east the tension and to solve tbt problem through peaceful negotiation. The US has 

% .  

suspended the ' T a m  Spirit' exercises. 

Check Your Progress 5 

Note : i) Use the space given below each question for your answer. 

ii) Check your answer with the hints given at the end of the unit. 

1) Write a note on the NPT issue. 

13.7 INDO-KOREAN RELATIONS 

Though Korea shares with~holds a religious and cultural fratguils Buddhism whic& 
had co~lnectcd the Illdo-Korea culturalties had actually migrated fro111 China. There is 
little evidellce to show that there had been ally direct intercourse between Korea and 
India in the pre-modern pcriod. In Korea however Buddhis~il flourished and is still 
the pri~lcipal religion. Buddhist text Tripitaka was tra~lslated into Korean language in 
early ~lledieva 1 agc. Other Buddhist texts were also translated into Korean language. 
They were all printed in 13th and 14th ce~ltury when Korea had developed the 
printing technology. There are about 81000 pages of Buddhist text which are 
available in Korean language. 

There were little scope of furthering Indo-Korean relations in 19th and early 20th 
centuries. India did not take any side in the Korean war of 1950-53. But it warned 
the US backed South Korean arniy not to cross 38th parallel. India had anticipated 
that crossi~~g of 38th parallel would provoke China to intervene. The forecast turned 
into realitySouth Korean force crossed 38th parallel and China intervened in favour 
of North Korea. War became complicated. Since then India's relation with South 
Korea re~l~ai~led co~ttiued to just normal level. Recently the relatio~lship between 
South Korea and India has started expanding specially after the visit of Indian Pri~ne 
Minister to South Korea in 1993. India's econo~llic relatio~~ship with South Korea has 
been illcreasing co~aistently. Total trade tunlover between the two cou~ltries was in 
1983 to the tune of US $857,683, which increased in 1984 to US $ 1,449,269. In 
1988-89, the total trade between India and South Korea was Rs. 4,600,6 million, 
within two years the anlount iacreased, to Rs. 6,487,l million. Recent develop~llents 
show that there would be further develop~~~ent of relatio~lship between the two 
cou~ltries in near future. 

Since India had bee11 neutral hut was friendly to North Korea during the Korean war, 
a close relation between the two had started developi~lg since then. India L s  trade 
relations with North Korea. Total t rad~ turrlover in 1984 and 1985 were US $ 37134 

' 
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and US $ 18.73 million respectively. Over the years the volu~iie of trade between the 
two countries has increased. 

6 

a Check Your Progress 6 

Note : i) Use the'space given below each question for your answer. 

ii) Check your answer with the hints given at the end of the unit. 

1) Write a note on the role of India in the Korean War. 

13.8 LET US SUM UP 

In the preceding pages the foreign policies and relations of South and North Korea 
have been analysed. While Korean war conditioned the evolution of the foreign 
policies of these two states, subsequent develop~iients in the world in general and in 
East Asian region in particular supplied fresh illputs so that both South and North 
Korea could collie out fro111 the old legacies. Conseque~iLly in the foreign policies and 
relations of both South and North Korea with other countries of the world there have 
occurred many basic changes which would surely influence the future evolution of the 
foreign policies of the peninsular countries. 

13.9 KEY WORDS 

Patriot anti-n~issile batteries : A kind of niost sophisticated US weapon which 
is capable to foil the eneliiy rocket of ally type. 

- - - -  
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13.11 ANSWERS TO CHECK YOUR PROGRESS 
EXERCISES 

Check Your Pn)gi-ess 1 

1) 1) Korea War 

2 )  I~ivolvetiient of World powers in Korea Pe~ii~lsular 

Foreign Policy 

3) Econotiiic backwardness 

4) Geographical location 

5) Outlook of the political Icaders. 
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Governmeat and Politics in Check Your Progress 2 
East and South-East Asia 

1) 1) Subordi~iate relation 

2) Suppression of popular nlovelnents in the ROK created temporary irritation to 
the otherwise colitinui~ig good relations. 

3) Strong trade and econoli~ic ties. 

4) There has always been favourable balance of trade for South Korea. 

5 )  The US nrdintains anliy bases in South Korca. 

6)  Presence of US army has been opposed by the people. 

2) 1) Initially there was friction because of the colonial legacy. 

2) US intervention in the region helped nonnalise Japan-ROK relation. 

3) Japan has strong trade and econo~nic ties. 

3) 1) Non~~alisation of US-China relations changd the South Korean attitude towards 
China. 

2) China found South Korean econoniic prosperity useful for the n~odernization 
and liberalization of Chinese economy. 

Check Your Progress 3 

1) i) Historical legacy. 

ii) Chinese intervention in favour of the DPRK in the Korean War. 

iii) Geographical proxi~nity 

iv) Ideological affifinity. 

2) i) Sitro-Russian dispute created nrtlhleni in the DPRK-USSR ties. 

ii) USSR helped North Korea to achieve sell' reliance 

iii) Presently the relatio~ls are not so frie~rdl; because of the dissolution of the 
erstwhile USSR. 

3) i) Involven~ent of North Korean diploniats in scaridals connected with rice irate. 

ii) Drowning and destruction of US army helicopter. 

iii) Rangoon incident 

iv) Aircraft issue of 1987. 

v) North Korea's failure to repay the debt. 

Check Your Prugress 4 

1) i) People of both countries want reunification. In South Korea very often people 
rise i n  revolt de~~ra~rding reunitication. 

ii) ' Offical steps were initiatd in 1972. 

iii) Had there been no international interference the Nortb-South relations would 
have re~~rairied cordial. 

Check Your I'rugress 5 

1) North Korea is a sigliatory to the NPT. But due to "Team Spiril" arllly 
lllanrouvres and the presence of huge arnry of the USA in South Korea, North 
Korea feels threate~rcd. As a result North Korea has thrt rtencd to withdraw fronr 
the NPT. 

Check Your Progress 6 

1) i) India asked the US cn~iu~ianded UN force not to cmss 38th parallel. , 

ii) India observed neutrality but was syn~pathetic to North Korea. 
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