Where the Mind is Without Fear

About the Poem

This poem is taken from the famous work of Tagore, Geetanjali’. This poem shows his
love for his country. As expressed in the poem, he seems to feel very deeply about his
country. He hopes to have a country where people are mentally free and open-minded.
He prays for India to be a place where there is truth and knowledge and, above all, the
guidance of God.

Summary of the Poem

The poet prays to God to make his country such a place where there is no fear and
people can live respectfully, where knowledge has no boundaries. A place where the
world or its people are not divided on various basis of narrow-mindedness.. A place
where truth is given due importance and no words of lie are needed to be spoken.
Where everyone is willing to work harder and harder to achieve perfection, where
reason and logic do not lose their way or importance due to any ill-thoughts. Where the
mind keeps progressing on the path of ever widening thoughts guided by God. Let the
country be awake in such heaven of freedom.
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- Difficult Words ( a7 y1=5)

Striving—struggling, trying; ¥a@ %31, ¥99 H1 Domestic—belonging to home or house;
aifenit | World—the earth with all the people and natural features; ¥81R, g Knowledge—
learning, information; ¥, S=Til| Fragments—a piece broken of; Z&2| Narrow—illiberal, not
broad; 17| Depth—deepness; &% Tireless—untiring; 319 | Stretches—expands, $pread; 77,
@z Perfection—excellence; 37, qofar Stream—a flow of water; 87, ¥aZ| Dreary—dismal,
cheerless, dull; 78, ¥ Forward—onward; Wifasftel, 3711 Widening—to make wide; Fam|
Awake—rouse from sleep, become active; S| Muse—poetic inspiration; Feraat|

Glossary

World : (here) human society

Fragments : small parts of something, pieces

Domestic walls : internal divisions due to caste, creed, language etc.
Striving : to try very hard to achieve something

Perfection : the act of making something perfect

Stretches : widens, makes something longer or wider

Muse : the goddess of music and knowledge

Where the Mind is Without Fear Textbook Questions Solved

Activity - |

A. Tick the correct alternative.
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Question 1. What is the poem about?
(a) honesty

(b) women empowerment

(c) patriotism

(d) literacy
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Question 2. How is the world broken into fragments?
(a) by fear

(b) by narrow domestic walls

(c) by free knowledge

(d) none of these
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Answer. 1. (a) 2. (b)

B. Say whether the following statements are True or False.
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Question 1. People can achieve perfection with struggle. ...........
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Question 2. People are free, frank, fearless and live with dignity in India. ...
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Question 3. People in India are never willing to accept new idea on the basis of reason.
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Question 4. Conservatism makes people unprogressive............
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Question 5. The people of a free nation must not be dynamic and progressive. ...
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Answer. 1. True 2. False 3. False 4. True 5. False.

C. Answer the following questions in 10 to 20 words.
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Question 1. ........... heaven of freedom, my father ......... ?
What does the poet mean by ‘my father’ here?
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Answer. The poet means God by my father’ here.
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Question 2. Where has this poem been taken from?
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Answer. This poem has been taken from Tagore’'s famous work ‘Gitanjali'.
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Question 3. What divides the world into parts?
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Answer. Narrow domestic walls divide the world into parts.
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Question 4. How can people achieve perfection?
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Answer. People can achieve perfection through tireless hard work.
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Question 5. Which path did the poet choose?
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Answer. The poet chose the path of knowledge, truth, hard work, unity and freedom.
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D. Answer the following questions in 20 to 30 words.
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Question 1. How can the country be awakened?
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Answer. The country can be awakened by giving knowledge to people so that they are
fearless, by eliminating narrow-mindedness and by making them aware about the
importance of hard work for the achievement of perfection.
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Question 2. What does the poet convey about India and its people?
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Answer. The poet conveys that the people and the country are divided into parts due to
narrow mindedness of the people. The people have fear in their minds, are conservative
and ignorant.
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Activity - Il

A. Match the words in column ‘A" with their opposite in column B'.

A B
fragments understanding and skill through leaming
striving to make longer or wider
awake trying very hard to get something
knowledge to wake up
stretch pieces
Answer.

fragments — pieces

striving — trying very hard to get something

awake — to wake up

knowledge — understanding and skill through learning
stretch — to make longer or wider

Activity - Il
The teacher recites the following lines and the students follow:

My India, “O my nation, my India”
| want to worship you, | want to bestow on you



Everything which is mine, | want to sacrifice on you.
| always feel to be proud, that you have given me,
A peaceful place in your heart, O, India”
| always salute you, | always salute you.
Vande Mataram, Vande Mataram

Activity - IV

Question 1. What do you want to do for your motherland? Write a short paragraph
on it.

Answer. There are a lot of simple things that a common man, like me, in India, can do in
order to make this nation a better place, for everyone. | would like to work in the area of
making India and Earth pollution free. | will make people aware about various aspects to
be followed to make India pollution free such as planting more and more trees and
taking care of them, pooling a car or celebrating Bicycle Day to avoid pollution, do not
use plastic bags, do not litter here and there and maintain cleanliness. By practicing
these and making other people also aware about these points, | would like to make my
bit of contribution in making my country a beautiful place to live for everyone.

Where the Mind is Without Fear Additional Questions And Answers

A. Tick the correct alternative.
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Question 1. Who is the poet of this poem?
(a) Tagore

(b) Gandhi

(c) Nehru

(d) Vivekananda
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Question 2. Where The Mind Is Without ......... ?
(a) perfection
(b) knowledge



(c) pressure

(d) fear
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Question 3. Where the .......... is free?
(a) food

(b) knowledge

(c) petrol

(d)wmind

Question 4. Where the world has not been broken up into ...........
(a) fragments

(b) cities

(c) state

(d) villages
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Answer. 1. (a) 2. (d) 3. (b) 4. (a).

B. Answer the following questions in one sentence.
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Question 1. What should be without fear?
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Answer. Mind should be without fear.
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Question 2. What could be achieved through tireless striving?
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Answer. Perfection could be achieved through tireless striving.
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Question 3. What should be free?
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Answer. Knowledge should be free.
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C. Answer the following questions in 10 to 20 words.
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Question 1. For which country the poet is praying for?
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Answer. The poet is praying for his country India, for which he feels deeply and
intensely.
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Question 2. What is the mindset of Indian people in the poem?
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Answer. The people are under fear, ignorant, conservative, and narrow-minded because
of lack of knowledge.
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D. Answer the following question in 20 to 30 words.
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Question 1. What is the prayer of the poet in the poem?
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Answer. The poet prays for the people of his country to be fearless, knowledgeable,
open-minded, who are not afraid of working harder for the perfection and they keep
moving towards widening their thought process.
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