
Where the Mind is Without Fear 

 

About the Poem 

This poem is taken from the famous work of Tagore, Geetanjali’. This poem shows his 

love for his country. As expressed in the poem, he seems to feel very deeply about his 

country. He hopes to have a country where people are mentally free and open-minded. 

He prays for India to be a place where there is truth and knowledge and, above all, the 

guidance of God. 

Summary of the Poem 

The poet prays to God to make his country such a place where there is no fear and 

people can live respectfully, where knowledge has no boundaries. A place where the 

world or its people are not divided on various basis of narrow-mindedness.. A place 

where truth is given due importance and no words of lie are needed to be spoken. 

Where everyone is willing to work harder and harder to achieve perfection, where 

reason and logic do not lose their way or importance due to any ill-thoughts. Where the 

mind keeps progressing on the path of ever widening thoughts guided by God. Let the 

country be awake in such heaven of freedom. 

कविता के बारे में। 

यह कविता टैगोर की प्रविद्ध गीताांजविश् में िे उध्दृत है। इि कविता में टैगोर का अपने देश के प्रवत पे्रम 

वदखता है। िे बहुत गहराई िे िब महिूि करते हैं, जैिा वक उन्ोांने कविता में व्यक्त वकया है। िे ऐिे देश 

की आशा करते हैं। जहाां िोग खुिे वदमाग के िाथ-िाथ मानविक रुप िे स्वतांत्र होां। िे भारत के विए 

प्राथथना करते हैं वक यह ऐिा स्थान हो जहा ित्य और ज्ञाने ईश्वर के मागथदशथन में फिे-फिे। 

कविता का सार 

कवि भगिान िे प्राथथना करते हैं वक उनके देश को ऐिा स्थान बना दे जहाां िोग वबना वकिी डर के अपना 

विर ऊां चा करके िम्मानपूिथक रह िकें । जहाां ज्ञान को वकिी बांधन में नही ां बाांधा जाता। जहाां िोग और 

दुवनया को िांकीर्थ (छोटी) मानविकता के आधार पर बाांटा नही ां जाता। ऐिा स्थान जहाां ित्य की महत्ता हो 

और झठू की आिश्यकता ही न हो। जहाां िभी पूर्थता के विए िोग कवठन िे कवठन पररश्रम करने में भी 

पीछे न हटें। जहाां तकथ िांगत तथ्य बुरे विचारोां अथिा प्रथाओां के कारर् अपना मागथ न छोडे। जहाां मन तथा 

विचार प्रभु के मागथदशथन में प्रगवत के पथ पर आगे बढ़ते जाएां । मेरे देश को ऐिे स्वतांत्र स्वगथ में जाग्रत होने 

दो। 



 

Glossary 

World               : (here) human society 

Fragments        : small parts of something, pieces 

Domestic walls : internal divisions due to caste, creed, language etc. 

Striving             : to try very hard to achieve something 

Perfection         : the act of making something perfect 

Stretches          : widens, makes something longer or wider 

Muse                : the goddess of music and knowledge 

Where the Mind is Without Fear Textbook Questions Solved 

 

Activity – I 

A. Tick the correct alternative. 

सही विकल्प पर विशाि लगाइए। 

Question 1. What is the poem about? 

(a) honesty 

(b) women empowerment 

(c) patriotism 

(d) literacy 

कविता वकि बारे में है? 

(अ) िच्चाई 

(ब) मवहिा िशक्तक्तकरर् 

(ि) देश भक्तक्त 

(द) िाक्षरता 



Question 2. How is the world broken into fragments? 

(a) by fear 

(b) by narrow domestic walls 

(c) by free knowledge 

(d) none of these 

िांिार टुकडोां में कैिे बांटा हुआ है? 

(अ) डर िे 

(ब) िांकीर्थ घरेिू दीिार िे 

(ि) स्वतांत्र ज्ञान िे 

(द) इनमें िे कोई नही ां 

Answer. 1. (a)  2. (b) 

B. Say whether the following statements are True or False. 

बताइए विम्न कथि सही है अथिा गलत। 

Question 1. People can achieve perfection with struggle. ……….. 

िांघर्थ करके िोग पूर्थता प्राप्त कर िकते है। 

Question 2. People are free, frank, fearless and live with dignity in India. … 

भारत में िोग आजाद, अस्पष्ट, वनभथय हैं तथा परवतष्ठता के िाथ रहते है। 

Question 3. People in India are never willing to accept new idea on the basis of reason. 

भारत में िोग तकथ  के आधार पर नविन विचारोां को स्वच्छा िे अपनाने िे कतराते हैं। 

Question 4. Conservatism makes people unprogressive………… 

रूढीिाद िोगोां को अविकवित बनता है। 

Question 5. The people of a free nation must not be dynamic and progressive. … 

वकिी आजाद राष्टर  के िोगोां को अिश्य ही गवतशीि और विकािशीि होना चवहए। 

Answer. 1. True 2. False 3. False 4. True  5. False.  

C. Answer the following questions in 10 to 20 words. 

विम्न प्रश्न ों के उत्तर 10-20 शब्नों में दीविए। 



Question 1. ……….. heaven of freedom, my father ………? 

What does the poet mean by ‘my father’ here? 

………. मेरे वपता िे यहाां कवि का क्या अवभप्राय है? 

Answer. The poet means God by my father’ here. 

‘मेरे वपता िे यहाां कवि का अवभप्राय भगिान िे है। 

Question 2. Where has this poem been taken from? 

यह कविता कहाां िे िी गई है? 

Answer. This poem has been taken from Tagore’s famous work ‘Gitanjali’. 

यह कविता टैगोर प्रविद्ध रचना ‘गीताांजवि’ िे िी गई है। 

Question 3. What divides the world into parts? 

िांिार को टुकडोां में कौन बाांटता है? 

Answer. Narrow domestic walls divide the world into parts. 

िांिार को टुकडोां में िांकीर्थ घरेिू दीिारें  बाांटती है। 

Question 4. How can people achieve perfection? 

मनुष्य पूर्थता कैिे प्राप्त कर िकते हैं? 

Answer. People can achieve perfection through tireless hard work. 

मनुष्य पूर्थता वबना थके अनिरत पररश्रम के माध्यम िे प्राप्त कर िकते हैं। 

Question 5. Which path did the poet choose? 

कवि ने कौन – िा मागथ चुना? 

Answer. The poet chose the path of knowledge, truth, hard work, unity and freedom. 

कवि ने ज्ञान, ित्य, कवठन पररश्रम, एकता और स्वतांत्रता का मागथ चुना। 

D. Answer the following questions in 20 to 30 words. 

विम्न प्रश्न ों के उत्तर 20-30 शब्नों में दीविए। 

Question 1. How can the country be awakened? 

देश को कैिे जाग्रत वकया जा िकता है? 



Answer. The country can be awakened by giving knowledge to people so that they are 

fearless, by eliminating narrow-mindedness and by making them aware about the 

importance of hard work for the achievement of perfection. 

देश को जाग्रत करने के विए िोगोां को ज्ञान ि तकथ शक्तक्त देकर वनडर बनाना होगा और िोगोां को िांकीर्थ 

मानविकता िे दूर रखकर उन्ें कवठन पररश्रम की महत्ता के बारे में जागरूक करना होगा। 

Question 2. What does the poet convey about India and its people? 

कवि के भारत तथा इिके िोगोां के बारे में क्या विचार है? 

Answer. The poet conveys that the people and the country are divided into parts due to 

narrow mindedness of the people. The people have fear in their minds, are conservative 

and ignorant. 

कवि के अनुिार भारत तथा इिके िोगोां को िांकीर्थ मानविकता ने बाांटा हुआ है। िोग डरे हुए, रूवढ़िादी 

तथा अज्ञानी हैं। 

Activity – II 

A. Match the words in column ‘A’ with their opposite in column ‘B’. 

 
Answer. 

fragments — pieces 

striving — trying very hard to get something 

awake — to wake up 

knowledge — understanding and skill through learning 

stretch — to make longer or wider 

Activity – III 

The teacher recites the following lines and the students follow: 

My India, “O my nation, my India” 

I want to worship you, I want to bestow on you 



Everything which is mine, I want to sacrifice on you. 

I always feel to be proud, that you have given me, 

A peaceful place in your heart, “O, India” 

I always salute you, I always salute you. 

Vande Mataram, Vande Mataram 

Activity – IV 

Question 1. What do you want to do for your motherland? Write a short paragraph 

on it. 

Answer. There are a lot of simple things that a common man, like me, in India, can do in 

order to make this nation a better place, for everyone. I would like to work in the area of 

making India and Earth pollution free. I will make people aware about various aspects to 

be followed to make India pollution free such as planting more and more trees and 

taking care of them, pooling a car or celebrating Bicycle Day to avoid pollution, do not 

use plastic bags, do not litter here and there and maintain cleanliness. By practicing 

these and making other people also aware about these points, I would like to make my 

bit of contribution in making my country a beautiful place to live for everyone. 

Where the Mind is Without Fear Additional Questions And Answers 

A. Tick the correct alternative. 

सही विकल्प पर विशाि लगाइए। 

Question 1. Who is the poet of this poem? 

(a) Tagore 

(b) Gandhi 

(c) Nehru 

(d) Vivekananda 

इि कविता में कवि कौन है? 

(अ) टैगोर 

(ब) गााँधी 

(ि) नेहरू 

(द) वििेकानांद 

Question 2. Where The Mind Is Without ……… ? 

(a) perfection 

(b) knowledge 



(c) pressure 

(d) fear 

जहाां मन में …….. न हो | 

(अ) पूर्थता 

(ब) ज्ञान 

(ि) भार 

(द) डर 

Question 3. Where the ………. is free? 

(a) food 

(b) knowledge 

(c) petrol 

(d) mind 

जहााँ ……… बांधन मुक्त हो | 

(अ) भोजन 

(ब) ज्ञान 

(ि) पेटर ोि 

(द) मक्तिष्क 

Question 4. Where the world has not been broken up into ……….. 

(a) fragments 

(b) cities 

(c) state 

(d) villages 

जहाां िांिार ………. में विभावजत न हो। 

(अ) टुकडोां 

(ब) शहरोां 

(ि) राज्यो 

(द) गाांिो ां 

Answer. 1. (a) 2. (d)  3. (b)  4. (a). 

B. Answer the following questions in one sentence. 

विम्न प्रश्न ों के उत्तर एक िाक्य में दीविए। 

Question 1. What should be without fear? 

क्या वनडर होना चावहए? 



Answer. Mind should be without fear. 

मन-मक्तिष्क वनडर होना चावहए। 

Question 2. What could be achieved through tireless striving? 

अथक प्रयाि िे क्या प्राप्त वकया जा िकता है। 

Answer. Perfection could be achieved through tireless striving. 

अथक प्रयाि िे पूर्थता को प्राप्त वकया जा िकता है। 

Question 3. What should be free? 

क्या स्वतांत्र होना चावहए? 

Answer. Knowledge should be free. 

ज्ञान स्वतांत्र होना चावहए। 

C. Answer the following questions in 10 to 20 words. 

विम्न प्रश्न ों के उत्तर 10-20 शब्नों में दीविए। 

Question 1. For which country the poet is praying for? 

कवि वकि देश के विए प्राथथना करता है? 

Answer. The poet is praying for his country India, for which he feels deeply and 

intensely. 

कवि अपनी देश भारत के विए प्राथथना करता है वजिके विए उिके मन में पे्रम और पे्ररर्ा की भािनाएां  है। 

Question 2. What is the mindset of Indian people in the poem? 

कविता में िोगोां की कैिी मानविकता है? 

Answer. The people are under fear, ignorant, conservative, and narrow-minded because 

of lack of knowledge. 

कविता में िोग डरपोक वकस्म के, अज्ञानी रूवढ़िादी तथा िांकीर्थ मानविकता के हैं। क्योांवक उनमें ज्ञान 

का अभाि है। 

D. Answer the following question in 20 to 30 words. 

विम्न प्रश् का उत्तर 20-30 शब्नों में दीविए। 

Question 1. What is the prayer of the poet in the poem? 

कविता में कवि की प्राथथना क्या है? 



Answer. The poet prays for the people of his country to be fearless, knowledgeable, 

open-minded, who are not afraid of working harder for the perfection and they keep 

moving towards widening their thought process. 

कवि अपने देश के िोगोां के विए यह प्राथथना करता है वक िे वनडर, ज्ञानिान, खुिी मानविकता के हो जो 

पूर्थता प्राप्त करने के विए ितत कवठन पररश्रम िे न डरें  और अपनी िोच को खुिा बनाने के विए वनरांतर 

प्रगवत करते रहें | 


